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(SIU) into procurement during 
the coronavirus state of disaster 
makes for disturbing reading. At 
the same time, it provides encour-
agement that unlawful deeds are 
being uncovered and action is be-
ing taken against those who are 
responsible.

What is most disturbing is that this 
was not simply a matter of negli-
gence or poor oversight. There 
was willful intent to defraud.
 
As scores of people became ill 
and many were dying, some peo-
ple saw an opportunity to cash in. 
They purposefully set out to steal 
millions in public money, misuse 
state property and divert resourc-
es meant for the South African 
people into personal pockets.

AS A country that has 
become far too used to 
hearing stories about 
corruption, little could 

have prepared us for seeing, in 
detail, the lengths to which some 
among our people have gone to 
steal at a time when our nation is 
facing the worst health emergen-
cy in modern times.
 
The report released last week 
by the Special Investigating Unit 

n By President Cyril Ramaphosa

We have both the will and the means to 
act decisively against theft, 

fraud and corruption
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Dear Mr President
DECOLONISE THE 
MIND: ONE STEP 
AT A TIME



Individuals and entities with no 
experience in the manufacture, 
supply of distribution of critical 
medical supplies hastily set up 
companies. In some case they 
were registered on national data-
bases and received purchase or-
ders. In others they weren’t even 
registered but profited nonethe-
less. This includes entities oper-
ating as a car-wash and a shisa 
nyama.
 
Suppliers used different front 
companies to obtain multiple con-
tracts from the same department. 
Personal protective equipment 
and other supplies were procured 
at inflated prices, in some cases 
at mark-ups exceeding 400%. 
Some products did not meet the 
necessary specifications.
 
When investigations started, 
some companies did not have pa-
per trails to substantiate their pro-
curement. Some officials refused 
to comply or claimed they were 
‘only following instructions’ from 
their superiors. Documents were 
destroyed.
 
The diversion of resources meant 
for public benefit came at a direct 
cost to people’s health and lives.

 That is why all involved in wrong-
doing will be dealt with harshly 
and appropriately. They will not 
get to enjoy their ill-gotten gains, 
as steps have been taken to re-
cover stolen money, including the 
freezing of bank accounts.
 
A number of civil litigation cases 
have been instituted for the return 
of ill-gotten money. Specific cases 
have been referred to for prosecu-
tion.
 
Contracts found to be unlawful 
have been cancelled. Govern-

ment entities have been directed 
not to make payments to the ser-
vice providers pending the out-
come of investigations and or civil 
proceedings.
 
There have been referrals for dis-
ciplinary action against implicated 
officials and a number of these 
have commenced.
 
This is a practical demonstration 
of our determination to deal deci-
sively and swiftly with corruption.
 
Similar action is being taken 
against individuals and companies 
implicated in maladministration 
and fraud around the COVID-19 
Temporary Employment Relief 
Scheme. This includes employers 
who pocketed the benefits owed 
to their staff, or kept quiet about 
TERS funds paid to them by mis-
take.
 
A number of hard lessons have 
been learned in this entire pro-
cess.
 
It has taught us that every regu-
latory, legislative and procedural 
loophole must be closed to en-
sure there is no point of entry for 
those who seek to exploit them.
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...all involved in wrongdoing 
will be dealt with harshly and 
appropriately. They will not 
get to enjoy their ill-gotten 
gains, as steps have been 

taken to recover stolen 
money, including the freezing 

of bank accounts.

‘‘



It is clear that those who have 
made profits from the COVID-19 
disaster, and those who have col-
luded with government officials, 
took advantage of the urgency of 
the moment to disregard National 
Treasury and provincial treasury 
instructions. This was especially 
the case in the earliest days of the 
pandemic when PPEs and other 
equipment were in short supply.
 
It has shown the need for a coor-
dinated approach to fighting cor-
ruption that brings in several or-
gans of state.
 
The work of the Fusion Centre, 
which brings together various 
government agencies focused on 
enforcing the law, was particular-
ly valuable in this instance. It has 
facilitated complex investigations 
and uncovered the criminal tracks 
that those who are implicated in 
wrongdoing sought to cover.
 
We must remember that not every 
company that supplied equipment, 
products and services to the state 
during the national state of disas-
ter engaged in unlawful conduct. 
In fact, most contracts were law-
ful and most of the amounts spent 
were properly paid and accounted 
for.
 
The SIU investigation looked into 

over 2,500 PPE contracts. While 
some investigations are ongoing, 
in many cases the allegations 
were found to be without sub-
stance and the companies were 
cleared of wrongdoing.
 
Unfortunately, the reprehensible 
conduct of those who do have cas-
es to answer has created the im-
pression that the entire COVID-19 
period has been marked by cor-
ruption and thievery of state re-
sources.

I would like to assure South Af-
ricans that the net is closing on 
those involved in corrupt acts. 
This includes not just private com-
panies, but also those in the pub-
lic service who thought they could 
collude with outside individuals to 
sell off resources meant for our 
people.
 
The outstanding work of the 
SIU and other law enforce-
ment bodies has sent the 
clear message that those 
guilty of criminal acts will be 
found and will be prosecuted.
 
In time to come, it will be re-
membered that the action 
we took in this instance set 
the standard in our quest to 
build an ethical state staffed 
by incorruptible public ser-
vants and elected public rep-
resentatives.
 
Our nation’s experience in the 
procurement of essential supplies 
and services during the national 
state of disaster is a disgraceful 
chapter that must be firmly closed.
 
This experience has shown that, 
as a state and as a society, we 
have both the will and the means 
to act decisively against theft, 
fraud and corruption.
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We must remember that not 
every company that supplied 

equipment, products and 
services to the state during 

the national state of disaster 
engaged in unlawful conduct.
In fact, most contracts were 

lawful and most of the 
amounts spent were properly 

paid and accounted for. ‘‘
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tion and strengthen the state.
 
Fundamental to our nation’s re-
covery is an unrelenting and com-
prehensive response to overcome 
the coronavirus. 
 
South Africa has just emerged 
from the second wave of infec-
tions since COVID-19 arrived on 
our shores in March last year.
 
Driven by a new variant of the vi-
rus, this second wave was more 
severe and cost many more lives 
than the first wave.
 
This year, we must do everything 
in our means to contain and over-
come this pandemic.
 
It is nearly four months since I 
stood here before a Joint Sitting 
of this Parliament to present to the 
nation the Economic Reconstruc-
tion and Recovery Plan. 

Since the launch of the plan, we 

have focused on four priority inter-
ventions:
•  a massive rollout of infrastruc-

ture throughout the country,
•  a massive increase in local 

production,
•  an employment stimulus to 

create jobs and support liveli-
hoods,

•  the rapid expansion of our en-
ergy generation capacity.

 
We announced that we would be 
embarking on a massive rollout 
of infrastructure throughout the 
country.
 
We have now developed an infra-
structure investment project pipe-
line worth R340 billion in network 
industries such as energy, water, 
transport and telecommunica-
tions.
 
Construction has started and 
progress is being made on a num-
ber of projects.

NEARLY a year has passed 
since South Africa saw 
its first case of the novel 
coronavirus, COVID-19.

 
Since then, nearly one-and-a-half 
million people in our country are 
known to have been infected by 
the virus. More than 45,000 peo-
ple are known to have died.
 
Beyond these statistics lies a hu-
man story of tragedy and pain.
 
There is no family, no community, 
and no place of work that has not 
lost someone they knew, worked 
with, and loved. It is also a story 
of courage and resilience.
 
This is no ordinary year, and this 
is no ordinary State of the Nation 
Address.
 
I will therefore focus this evening 
on the foremost, overriding priori-
ties of 2021.
 
First, we must defeat the corona-
virus pandemic.
 
Second, we must accelerate our 
economic recovery.
 
Third, we must implement eco-
nomic reforms to create sus-
tainable jobs and drive inclusive 
growth.

And finally, we must fight corrup-

n This is an edited version of the State of the Nation Address delivered by President Cyril Ramaphosa 
on 11 February 2021

Rebuilding our country 
requires a common effort
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 We have worked closely with the 
auto sector to help it weather the 
pandemic. By the end of the year, 
the sector had recovered around 
70% of its normal annual produc-
tion, in difficult circumstances.
 
Last week, the Ford Motor Com-
pany announced a R16 billion 
investment to expand their man-
ufacturing facility in Tshwane for 
the next generation Ford Ranger 
bakkie. This investment will sup-
port the growth of around 12 small 
and medium enterprises in auto-
motive component manufacturing.
 
Nearly half of the procurement 
spend on construction of the bulk 
earthworks and top structure at 
the Tshwane Special Economic 
Zone during this phase is expect-
ed to be allocated for SMMEs, an 
amount equal to R1.7 billion in 
procurement opportunities.
 
Toyota has invested in their Kwa-
Zulu-Natal facility to start produc-
tion of the first generation of hy-
brid electric vehicles to come off a 
South African assembly line.
 
Our third priority intervention is 
an employment stimulus to create 
jobs and support livelihoods.
 
It involves environmental pro-
grammes such as the clearing of 
alien trees, wetland rehabilitation, 
fire prevention and cleaning and 
greening across all municipalities.
 
These programmes are about real 
lives and real livelihoods.
 
Eskom is making substantial 
progress with its intensive mainte-
nance and operational excellence 
programmes to improve the reli-
ability of its coal fleet.
 
We are working closely with Es-
kom on proposals to improve its 
financial position, manage its debt 
and reduce its dependence on the 
fiscus.

 This requires a review of the tar-
iff path to ensure that it reflects all 
reasonable costs and measures 
to resolve the problem of munic-
ipal debt.
 
Over the last year, we have taken 
action to urgently and substantial-
ly increase generation capacity 
in addition to what Eskom gener-
ates.
 
As we mobilise all of the resourc-
es at our disposal to support eco-
nomic recovery, we cannot lose 
sight of the threat that climate 
change poses to our environmen-
tal health, socio-economic devel-
opment and economic growth.
 
We are therefore working to fulfill 
our commitments under the UN 
Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change and its Paris Agree-
ment which include the reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions.
 
After many delays, we will begin 
the phased switch-off of our an-
alogue TV transmitters from next 
month.
 
It is anticipated that this pro-
cess, which will be done prov-
ince-by-province, will be complet-
ed by the end of March 2022.
 
We are repositioning Durban as 
a hub port for the southern hemi-
sphere and developing Ngqura as 
the container terminal of choice.
 
In the midst of the economic dam-
age caused by COVID-19, South 

Africa’s agricultural sector has 
performed remarkably well.
 
In 2020, we became the world’s 
second-largest exporter of citrus, 
with strong export growth in wine, 
maize, nuts, deciduous fruit and 
sugar cane.
 
The favourable weather condi-
tions in 2020 and the beginning of 
2021 mean that agriculture is like-
ly to grow in the near term.
 
This provides an opportunity for 
further public-private partnership 
in agriculture to promote trans-
formation and ensure sustainable 
growth.
 
It is an opportunity to accelerate 
land redistribution through a va-
riety of instruments such as land 
restitution, expropriation of land in 
order to boost agricultural output.
 
To date, government has redis-
tributed over 5 million hectares of 
land, totaling around 5,500 farms, 
to more than 300,000 beneficia-
ries.
 
This is in addition to the land res-
titution process, which has bene-
fited over two million land claim-
ants and resulted in the transfer of 
around 2.7 million hectares.
 
Corruption is one of the great-
est impediments to the country’s 
growth and development.
 
The revelations from the Zondo 
Commission of Inquiry laid bare 
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the extent of state capture and re-
lated corruption.
 
Testimony at the Commission has 
shown how the criminal justice 
system was compromised and 
weakened. It is therefore vital that 
we sustain the momentum of the 
rebuilding effort that we began 
three years ago.
 
We have started implementation 
of the National Anti-Corruption 
Strategy, which lays the basis for 
a comprehensive and integrated 
society-wide response to corrup-
tion.
 
In a significant advance for trans-
parency and accountability, the 
Political Party Funding Act will 
come into operation on the 1st of 
April this year.
 
This will regulate public and pri-
vate funding of political parties. 
Among other things, it requires 
the disclosure of donations to 
parties and establishes two funds 
that will enable represented polit-
ical parties to undertake their pro-
grammes.
 
When I launched the National 
Strategic Plan on Gender-Based 
Violence in April last year I made 
a promise to the women and chil-
dren of this country that we were 
going to strengthen the criminal 
justice system to prevent them 
being traumatised again, and to 
ensure that perpetrators face jus-
tice.
 
To give effect to this, three key 
pieces of legislation were intro-
duced in Parliament last year to 
make the criminal justice system 
more effective in combating gen-
der-based violence.
 
In the State of the Nation Address 
last year, I said that we would pri-
oritise the economic empower-
ment of women.
 
Last year, Cabinet approved a 

policy that 40% of public procure-
ment should go to women-owned 
businesses. Several departments 
have started implementing this 
policy and are making progress.
 
Last week we also launched a 
groundbreaking private sector-led 
GBVF Response Fund.
 
Equally we need to give attention 
to issues affecting children includ-
ing improving school-readiness, 
ECD planning and funding, pro-
tection against preventable dis-
eases, policy reform around child 
welfare and reducing violence 
against children.
 
In the year ahead we are also go-
ing to forge ahead with efforts to 
provide greater opportunities for 
persons with disabilities to partic-
ipate in the economy and in soci-
ety in general.
 
Over the last few months, we have 
had ongoing discussions with our 
social partners in business and la-
bour, who proposed an extension 
of some of the social and eco-
nomic support.
 
We have therefore decided to 
extend the period for the Special 
COVID-19 Grant of R350 by a fur-
ther three months. This has prov-
en to be an effective and efficient 
short-term measure to reduce the 
immediate impact on the liveli-
hoods of poor South Africans.
 
Rebuilding our country requires a 
common effort.

Let us work together as govern-
ment, as business, as labour and 
as all of society to clear away the 
rubble and lay a new foundation.
 
Above all, let us return this coun-
try to the values upon which it was 
founded.
 
On the day of his release, 31 
years ago, Madiba gave his first 
public address here in Cape 
Town, where he reminded South 
Africans there were difficult days 
ahead, and that the battle was far 
from won.
 
Madiba said:
“Now is the time to intensify the 
struggle on all fronts. To relax our 
efforts now would be a mistake 
which generations to come will 
not be able to forgive.”
 
In counting the great cost to our 
society over the past year, we 
may be tempted to lose faith.
 
But we can get through this. 
Because we are a nation of he-
roes.
 
I am referring not to the glorious 
lineage of struggle icons, but to 
the everyday heroes that walk 
among us, who work hard every 
day to put food on the table, to 
keep the company running, and to 
give support, help and care to our 
people.
 
It is your resilience that will 
help this country recover.
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Dear Mr President

FOLLOWING a difficult 
year in which the aca-
demic calendar was dis-
rupted by the coronavirus 

pandemic, public schools are set 
to open next week. This ought to 
bring joy and smiles on the fac-
es of millions of schoolchildren. 
Schools are repositories of knowl-
edge and development and are 
crucibles of tomorrow’s leaders. 
In the words of former African Na-
tional Congress (ANC) President, 
Nelson Mandela: “Young people 
must take it upon themselves to 
ensure that they receive the high-
est education possible so that 
they represent us well in future as 
future leaders.”

Indeed, Mr President, as the world 
navigates the coronavirus, educa-
tion has become one of the weap-
ons in our arsenal to defeat this 
pandemic. The future belongs to 
those who are educated and this 
country has made education com-
pulsory and affordable for every 
child in the land.

Our Department of Education was 
forced to make hard decisions in 
defence of the academic calendar 
versus the protection of lives in 
the midst of the lethal COVID-19.

Thousands of teachers and learn-
ers were not spared from infection 
and many succumbed to it.

We are pleased as an organisation 
that the learners are familiar with 

the hygiene protocols necessary 
to protect themselves from infec-
tion. The government has spent 
heavily to ensure that schools are 
safe havens and have become an 
important environment to screen 
for the symptoms of the virus.

Mr President, an issue that trend-
ed this week has caught the eye 
of many people across the conti-
nent. Ghana, as the first country to 
attain independence from British 
colonialism in 1957, has shown 
the way by changing the school 
uniform from the colonial era plain 
coloured cotton and Khaki materi-
als to wear Kitenge African attire. 
This makes Ghana the first African 
country to introduce its own pure 
African fabric as school uniform. 

This is a very significant milestone 
on a continent that bore the yoke 
of European imperialism for cen-
turies. 

The history of school uniform 
dates back to the 12th century as 
a measure of identifying children 
from different schools. 

Our own school environment has 
been dominated by European de-
signs in the form of dungarees. 
The introduction of African print as 
school uniform is also important in 
decolonising the minds of young 
people and ensuring pride in our 
heritage. In South Africa, it is only 
in September when people of our 
land celebrate and embrace their 
heritage by wearing traditional 
clothes. Mr President, I posit that 
this is not enough and we can take 
a leaf from Ghana in this regard.

During the apartheid era, the 
school uniform was a weapon 
which fostered our oppression 
by forcing even the parents who 

Comrade Pule Mabe

The introduction of African 
print as school uniform, as 

done in Ghana is also 
important in decolonising 
the minds of young 

people and ensuring pride 
in our heritage.‘‘

Decolonise the mind: 
one step at a time



8 ANC Today

COMMENT & ANALYSIS

could not afford, to buy the school 
uniform. Until corporal punish-
ment was abolished by the dem-
ocratic government, a student 
who did not wear a uniform could 
be lashed and be embarrassed 
among his or her peers even when 
it was their parents who lacked 
the means to buy a uniform.

In our country, with all the known 
inequality levels, this opprobrium 
is a source of shame. In recent 
times, the Competition Commis-
sion investigated and uncovered 
collusion between schools and 
suppliers which disadvantaged 
and limited the options of the par-
ents who could not afford expen-
sive uniforms. It was also found 
that certain suppliers were fa-
voured above their cheaper coun-
terparts.

As a result, the Department of 
Basic Education issued the guide-
lines which were meant to level 
the playing field. These include 
that school uniforms should be as 
generic as possible so that they 
are accessible from as many sup-
plies as possible. The department 
also urged the schools to follow a 
competitive bidding process when 
appointing suppliers and that they 
appoint more than one supplier 
in order to give parents more op-
tions. In this way, anti-competitive 
behaviour in the school uniform 
market has been eliminated. Par-
ents have been spared from pay-
ing excessive prices for uniforms. 

The Competition Commission ex-
pressed satisfaction that the Fed-
eration of Governing Bodies of 
South Africa as well as the Inde-
pendent Schools of South Africa 
made a public pledge to comply 
with those guidelines.

Mr President, this cuts deep in the 
heart of the transformation of the 
economy, to prevent monopolies 
that dominated the market under 
the previous regime. Indeed, in 

our efforts to bring in more entre-
preneurs into the formal economy, 
the school uniform is an important 
marker which we can leverage to 
empower more players. The de-
velopment in Ghana is worthy of 
being emulated and, of course the 
starting point should be a debate 
on the significance of Africanising 
our education sector. 

During the Rhodes Must Fall cam-
paign by tertiary education stu-
dents, one of their key demands 
was the decolonising of the curric-
ulum. Mr President, it is a fact of 
history that one of the first univer-
sities in the world was located in 
Africa. The Sankore Mosque was 
founded in 989 AD in Timbuktu in 
Mali. That mosque would become 
known as the University of Sanko-
re and scholars from around Afri-
ca, the Middle East and Europe 
travelled to Timbuktu to study.

Mr President, when it comes to 
black colleges and universities, 
the common historical narrative is 
that higher learning did not com-
mence until after slavery.

The greatest expansion of the 
Sankore University came under 

the rule of King Mansa Musa, who 
was the richest man in the world 
whose wealth at the time was 
estimated to be $400 billion. He 
restructured resourced the univer-
sity with jurists, astronomers and 
mathematicians, and the univer-
sity had one of the largest librar-
ies in the world. The University of 
Sankore is still functioning today 
but with limited resources on the 
ancient site and it is hoped that 
UNESCO (United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganisation) will help preserve its 
history and ancient buildings.

Mr President, it is important that 
this knowledge is preserved to in-
stil pride in the African child. The 
architect of apartheid, Hendrik 
Verwoerd, infamously questioned 
the logic of teaching the African 
child mathematics and the scienc-
es since in his eyes all they were 
good for was to be drawers of wa-
ter and hewers of wood. Ghana 
has shown the way and it is time 
to pick the cudgel.

Pule Mabe 
National Spokesperson and Head of the 
Department of Information and Publicity

School uniform in Ghana
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TOWNSHIP ECONOMY
Historical Locational Context 

of the Economic Deprivation of 
Black South Africans

THIS ARTICLE is aimed at 
debunking the myth that 
black South Africans are a 
lazy lot that lack initiative.  

We look at the historical context of 
deprivation.  We look at the gene-
sis of the problem in order to find 
solutions going forward.

In the pre-colonial era, various 
South African communities thrived 
mainly on the land economy.  They 
used their labour to till the land 
and reared livestock.  Food was 
generally plentiful and there was 
no starvation of any degree.  Iron 
smelting, leather tannery and early 
building technologies were among 
key activities that took place.

Following the war of Constanti-
nople (today’s Istanbul) in 1453 
between the Ottoman Empire and 
the Byzantine Empire, it became 
impossible for European traders 
to use the route through Constan-
tinople in Turkey, to proceed to 
India, where they bought spices.  
Thus, they began to explore the 
sea route via the Cape to India.  

It was within this context that Jan 
van Riebeeck arrived at the Cape 

n By Patrick Makhaya

of Good Hope to set up a half-way 
station between Holland and India.   
The sailors needed fresh vegeta-
bles and water in their long jour-
ney.  The Khoi and the San chiefs 
gave the Dutch parcels of land for 
this purpose.  With the passage 
of time, Jan van Riebeeck began 
to take more land by force.  The 
peaceful Khoi and San commu-
nities were brutally massacred in 
the process.

This is what led to the first War of 

Resistance (Khoi-Dutch War of 
1659).  These wars were to con-
tinue for centuries until the last 
one (The Bambatha Rebellion of 
1906). In the process, there was 
conquest of the land and system-
atic displacement of communities 
therefrom.  In the Cape Province 
alone, these wars were fought in-
termittently for over a century.

Finally, mines were discovered, 
and modern cities began to 
emerge.  In the cities, it was main-
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ly white traders who could conduct 
business.  Communities of Asian 
extraction were given some con-
cessions on trade.  They were not 
allowed to occupy an entire city in 
terms of trade so as not to com-
pete with Whites.  In Durban, for 
example, Asian traders were re-
stricted to certain parts of the city.

On the other hand, Africans con-
tinued to face an onslaught of dis-
placement through the 1913 and 
1936 Land Acts. As far back as 
1894, Prime Minister of the Cape 
Colony, Cecil John Rhodes, intro-
duced the Glen Grey Act, to com-
pel Xhosa men to work on white 
commercial farms and industry.  
The Glen Grey Act practice was 
later extended to the mining indus-
try, involving other African groups 
from various provinces. The cul-
ture of working the land gradually 
declined over the years, among Af-
ricans, as their labour was needed 
by white industry.  Shanty accom-
modation was built for Africans 
to be nearer places where their 
labour was needed.  The shanty 
towns metamorphosed into mod-
ern townships.  

Unlike Europeans and Asians, Af-
ricans were not allowed to trade in 
both the townships and the cities. 
Coloureds could have some eco-
nomic activities in their areas.  

Many enterprising Blacks began to 
buy bread and milk to sell secret-
ly from their houses through the 
window.  This was the beginning 
of Township tuckshops, spazas 
or skroxos as they were called in 
different townships.  Traders who 
were mainly women, would sell 
vegetables and fruits from their 
temporary stands adjacent to bus 
stops and taxi ranks used by black 
South Africans.  The target market 
of these street traders were cus-
tomers who used buses as their 
mode of transport.  

These outlets were initially raided 
by the police, but the regime gave 
up and these flourished.  These 
were followed by other activities 
such as barber shops, shoemak-
ers, dressmaking and so on.  The 
Shebeens also started as an ille-
gal activity until licenses were is-
sued.  The original mode of trans-
port between townships and the 
cities was the train and the bus.  
Those with cars started ferrying 
passengers illegally between the 
inner city and Township.  That 
gave birth to the taxi industry.

In terms of the South African Pop-
ulation Registration Act, the pop-
ulation was mainly categorised 
into four groups: White, Asian, 
Coloured and Blacks.  All these 
groups were involved in econom-
ic activity, against all odds, in the 
case of Blacks who were the most 
marginalized.  Those who could 
not find employment engaged in 
any economic activity within the 
confines of the Township.  

The Job Reservations Act of 1926 
further pushed black people down 
the economic ladder, as they were 
always the last to be considered 
for any for any meaningful em-
ployment.

The Township upheavals from 
1976 and beyond impacted neg-

atively on the growth of whatever 
businesses were there.  During 
the intensification of resistance 
and upheavals in the townships 
during the mid1980’s, the system 
played some role in ensuring that 
some businesses were destroyed 
in retaliation to consumer boycotts 
that resulted in businesses in the 
inner cities being boycotted. The 
system sponsored criminal ele-
ments to burn down a number of 
businesses. 

The entry of monopolies such as 
Pick ‘n Pay, Shoprite and Boxer 
into the township market also led 
to the demise of the old general 
dealers that were the mainstay of 
the township economy.      

Other groups that came to South 
Africa after 1994 (who are eco-
nomic migrants) came from coun-
tries where there was a properly 
functioning system of local gov-
ernment, with business funding to 
local communities.  

They came in with strong finan-
cial muscle to revive the ailing 
businesses.  Their business in-
telligence found fertile ground in 
South Africa to thrive, for six rea-
sons:
• There was no funding to South 

African businesses by local 
municipalities. 
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• There were also no laws that 
preserved certain levels of the 
economy for local communi-
ties.

• Foreign economic migrants 
were easily allowed to com-
pete at the same level with 
local communities, something 
that is not done in their own 
countries.

• The policy of allowing refugees 
to integrate with local commu-
nities backfired in the sense 
that thousands of economic 
migrants who should not be in 
the country, took advantage of 
the situation.

• There was no system of sifting 
economic migrants from genu-
ine political refugees, resulting 
in black South Africans being 
unfairly swarmed out of exis-
tence in terms of economic ac-
tivity.

• South Africans ended up rent-
ing their shops to foreign eco-
nomic migrants.  

This inevitably led to conflict be-
tween South African nationals 
and the invading illegal, econom-
ic migrants.  South African politi-
cians also had no exposure to the 
regulatory environment of other 
countries.  Unfortunately, it was 
South Africans who ended up be-
ing blamed for lacking in business 
acumen, and of being xenophobic.  
It is time to accept that these as-
sertions were misleading.  They 
negated the context that has been 
outlined.  

Political leaders and other eminent 
persons in society should view the 
problems of economic deprivation 
of their countrymen with sympa-
thy.  They must understand where 
their woes come from.  They must 
not be castigated as lazy and lack-
ing in initiative.

The ANC needs genuine 
members and leaders for it 

to genuinely serve the people
n By Orapeleng Vanilla Matshediso

THE ANC is not doing very 
well in the battle of ideas. 
This is because quite 
number of its  member-

ship and some in leadership are 
not properly trained on ideological 
orientation and policy articulation 
and positions, as well as on the 
thinking such as why the ANC ex-
ist; why does it contest elections 
for attaining state power and what 
revolutionary task has history 
placed upon this revolution move-
ment of Oliver Tambo, Chief Albert 
Luthuli, Reverend Mahabane  and 
many others. 

In his 1994 state of the nation ad-
dress, former President Nelson 
Mandela assured the people of 
South Africa that the deployees of 
the ANC have always understood 
the mission of the ANC, when 
he said:   “We are confident that, 
motivated by the desire to serve 

the people, the public service will 
discharge its responsibilities with 
diligence, sensitivity and enthu-
siasm…We shall carry out this 
plan within the context of a poli-
cy aimed at building a strong and 
growing economy which will ben-
efit all our people”.

More than 26 years later, we have 
people who unfortunately have 
been are elected  and affiliated 
with the ANC for the sole purpose 
of enriching and serving them-
selves and defending individuals 
within the ANC. This is irrespec-
tive of whether such individuals 
have betrayed and committed a 
wrong that negatively affected 
the ANC’s decorum and its moral 
standing in the society. 

I have had some of such charac-
ters as friends/comrades on so-
cial media (platform for the battle 
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of ides) and elsewhere for many 
years. Since I befriended them, I 
have neither heard nor read about 
such comrades articulating policy 
positions of the ANC or trying to 
influence the society to hold the 
elected accountable or educate 
the society about what the ANC 
stands for and why it exists. 

Such hands-off brigades are dan-
gerous for the ANC. They are 
lumpens who do not see the ANC 
as an instrument of liberation in 
the hands of the masses. To them 
the ANC is a vehicle that carries 
their selfish and narrow interests 
and not that of the society it claims 
to lead. They contest leadership 
position in the ANC in order to be 
closer to the deployees, state insti-
tutions and influence decisions on 
tenders and employment for the 
benefit of their business friends 
and cronies. We must understand 
that the ANC should not just claim 
to be a leader of the society, but it 
must earn that tittle through its ac-
tion and delivery on the vision and 
plan as enunciated in our mani-
festo, including through its histor-
ic mission of existing to serve the 
people, more so the working class 
and the poor. The society cannot 
view us as its leader for as long as 

some among us continue to de-
fend corrupt individuals and their 
lumpen cronies who are hell bent 
in their agenda of collapsing state 
institutions. 

At its 53rd National Conference 
in 2012, the ANC declared 2012 
to 2022 as “a decade of a cad-
re”. I do not think much has been 
done to seriously implement this 
resolution of building cadres who 
are imbued with the ANC history, 
its mission, character and mor-
al values. However, I think the 
establishment of Oliver Tambo 
School of Leadership is a move in 
a right direction. However, I’m still 
to be convinced that the school is 
getting the necessary support it 
needs and deserves. 

The OR Tambo School of Leader-
ship has online courses. Many of 
hands-off brigades and lumpens 
would never take time to enroll 
because to them such is a waste 
of time. Those lumpens have not 
joined the ANC for the purpose 
of placing their skills, energy and 
experience at its disposal for it to 
realize its historic mission.  These 
lumpens and hands-off brigades 
have a very narrow understand-
ing of a being a member in good 

standing. To them a member in 
good standing is when you have 
paid up membership and wearing 
a t-shirt of the ANC. In my view, 
one cannot be a member of the 
ANC in good standing if you do not 
know the basic reasons why the 
ANC exist, why it contests elec-
tions, what is its historic task and 
what is your role as a member to 
ensure that the ANC remains rel-
evant as a leader of society, and 
continues to serve the people in 
the cause of building a National 
Democratic nation.

As the ANC self corrects and as 
it renews itself, it must deal de-
cisively with these negative ten-
dencies the provincial chairper-
son on the ANC in Northern Cape 
comrade Zamani Saul correctly 
observed: “...the revolutionary 
leadership with the capacity of 
theoretical firmness and action 
is necessary for organisational 
renewal, because the renewal of 
the party (ANC) cannot be built on 
the quicksand of ideological con-
fusion…revolutionary leadership 
must have the capacity to honest-
ly identify political tendencies that 
are detrimental to the movement, 
and provide fundamental solu-
tions.” 

An ANC member with an ANC logo on her cheeks



13 ANC Today

PERSPECTIVE

scoundrels that shelter them and 
give the lifeline to their dastardly 
deeds time and time again.  When 
Matlakala, a domestic worker who 
relies on commuter rail to go to 
work, joins a community protest 
demanding the restoration of the 
rail service, yet conveniently for-
gets that she recently bought 
wooden sleepers stolen from the 
railway line she uses to commute 
to work, what is to be done?

Individuals who build shacks on 
top of railway tracks in Nyanga, 
Phillippi and Langa, causing the 
collapse of the rail service on 
the central line are no patriots.  
Why should we accept that their 
rights trump those of the users of 
the commuter rail system?  Their 
motives are driven by narrow 
self-serving interests with scant 
regard to the consequences for 
those who suffer as a result of 
their selfish deeds and criminal 
conduct.

It can never be acceptable that 
contractors who are hard at work 

to modernize and restore our com-
muter rail system have their as-
sets destroyed because workers 
are disgruntled.  This is the same 
mob mentality that kicks in when 
a community protest demanding a 
clinic results in the torching of a 
school.  Or it is when a commu-
nity protest over water results in 
deliberate destruction of a road 
with picks.  This is not an expres-
sion of any democratic right, but 
downright criminality that must be 
stopped dead on its tracks.

Our constitution provides that only 
the right to human dignity and the 
right to life are fully protected and 
cannot be derogated.  It therefore 
follows that the application of in-
dividual rights must be premised 
on a principle that upholding one’s 
rights cannot be at the expense of 
the rights of another.  A right to 
shelter cannot be at the expense 
of the other’s right to safe and 
affordable public transport as a 
means to sustainable livelihood.

The Minister of Transport, Fikile 

IS this who we have become?  
A nation of scoundrels devoid 
of morals.  Sociopaths with 
no regard for fellow citizens.  

When a person torches a train in a 
depot, meant to move thousands 
of workers who rely on this mode 
of transport for their livelihood as 
they cannot afford other modes, 
what does that make us?  When 
someone vandalizes a station, 
breaks windows, steals doors and 
equipment required to enable oth-
ers to use the service, what does 
this say about us?  When an indi-
vidual steals cables meant to en-
able signaling for trains to move 
rapidly to their destinations, what 
is our excuse?

The destruction, theft and vandal-
ism of public assets is an indict-
ment on us as a nation and some-
thing we ought to be ashamed 
of.  Those who have no qualms 
in sabotaging public infrastructure 
have lost their humanity and do 
not deserve our mercy.  Yet it is 
the very communities that fall vic-
tim to the criminal deeds of these 

n By Saul Pelle

Vandalising public assets, 
destroying a nation
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Mbalula, has made significant 
strides in bringing a semblance of 
stability in securing the commuter 
rail environment.  The joint safe-
ty plan produced in collaboration 
with the Ministers of Police, Intel-
ligence, Justice and the National 
Prosecuting Authority.  This is a 
bold step that signifies the political 
will to break the back of this crim-
inality not only to protect public 
infrastructure, but also to ensure 
commuters are safe from crime 
when using trains.  However, this 
intervention is not a panacea for 
the overwhelming challenges 
confronting commuter rail in the 
country, but it is a giant leap for-
ward that will undoubtedly yield 
tangible results within months.

In his closing remarks at the ANC 
NEC Lekgotla, President Rama-
phosa conveyed a firm commit-
ment for “the state to implement 
drastic measures to deal with in-
dividuals who are vandalising and 
destroying public infrastructure 
such as schools, water, electricity 
and transport networks.”  This is 
the bedrock on which decisive in-
terventions to arrest this thuggery 
must be anchored.  It is equally a 
rallying call to communities to rally 
behind government efforts to pro-
tect and develop these assets.

The criminality that ravages our 

railway environment undermines 
efforts to modernise the com-
muter rail system and deliver a 
service that is safe, reliable and 
affordable.  When a cable is sto-
len resulting in delays, the work-
er who loses their job as a result, 
is somebody’s parent or sibling.  
When track is stolen, resulting in 
derailment, the commuter who 
loses their life is somebody’s rel-
ative.  

It must never elude us that the 
people who suffer the conse-
quences of this brazen criminality 
are the poor who cannot afford the 
more expensive taxis and buses 
to get to work.  Have we become 
a society of heartless criminals 
who have no regard for human life 

or the livelihood of those who live 
from hand to mouth?

For far too long law-abiding cit-
izens have been victims at the 
mercy of self-serving criminals 
who have no regard for others.  
Communities and civil society at 
large must step up and play their 
part in eradicating this cancer that 
undermines efforts to make a bet-
ter life for the poor a lived reality.

Every day, we are confronted with 
horrifying images of damage and 
destruction of our infrastructure 
that require millions to rehabilitate.  
Every day, we are confronted with 
images of cables stolen from the 
energy, telecoms and rail envi-
ronment.  Our collective resolve 
to turn the tide and throw a book 
at these criminals must be greater 
than their ability to hold the nation 
at ransom.  Surely, as a country, 
we are equal to the challenge and 
should leave no stone unturned to 
turn the tide as we take the war to 
these criminals.

The crime these people should 
answer for should be nothing 
less than sabotage as their 
actions constitute economic 
sabotage, which should at-
tract steep sentences upon 
conviction.

Shacks build on the tracks in Phillipi, Western Cape

It is estimated that the economy loses about R5 billion to cable theft
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South Africa’s Social Pacts 
to overcome COVID-19 

SOUTH AFRICA urgently 
needs social pacts at all 
levels between govern-
ment, business and civil 

society, to quickly overcome the 
financial, social and political cri-
ses caused by COVID-19. 

What is meant by social pact is 
an agreement between social 
partners, whether government, 
business, organised labour or 
civil society, to jointly solve a de-
velopment, social or economic 
problem. The pact describes the 
responsibilities, objectives, and 
timeframes in which to do so, of 
each signatory in the partnership. 
Social pacts are usually struck 
in national economic, social and 
political emergencies. During the 
2007-2008 financial crisis, many 
European countries such as Ger-
many, Sweden and Finland struck 
social pacts to deal with compa-
ny closures, job losses and so-
cial breakdowns. In 2012, when 
Sweden saw a spike in youth un-
employment the country stitched 
together a Jobs Pact, between so-
cial partners, to quickly increase 
youth employment.

n By William Gumede

LEVELS OF SOCIAL 
PACTS 
Social pacts could be struck at 
various levels: The national level 
between government, business, 
labour and civil society, as has 
been the case in Ireland, Sweden 
and the Netherlands during their 
economic crises pacts. At provin-
cial level, as in Germany, where 
the state (province) of Branden-
burg put together a regional social 
pact to increase investment, foster 
skills training and regional devel-
opment. Another level that could 
work for social pacts is at a single 
industry or sector level. 

In addition, they could be struck at 

the company level. For example, 
in Japan and South Korea, Ger-
many and Sweden, many com-
panies have created social pacts 
at the workplace level, where 
employees are involved in deci-
sion-making. Here, companies 
have joint management-labour 
structures to share company in-
formation, strategy and direction, 
and where employees share in 
profits. 

INGREDIENTS OF 
SUCCESSFUL SOCIAL 
PACTS 
The advantages of social pacts 
during crises is that they mobil-
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ise a wider set of skills, resources 
and ideas, not only those in the 
state, to find solutions to com-
plex problems. The engagement 
between the government, trade 
unions, civil society, communities 
and policy experts fosters con-
sensus over how to tackle a crisis. 
Not only are better quality policies 
brought about, but they are also 
more readily embraced by the 
wider society, and therefore exe-
cution becomes more effective. 

There are some lessons in the 
core ingredients of successful 
social pacts. For national social 
pacts it is crucial that moderators 
in government, business, labour 
and civil society prevail to cobble 
together the pacts. That has been 
behind the success of Ireland’s 
1980s and 1990s social pacts 
which turned the country into an 
economic miracle. 

When the governing Social Dem-
ocratic Party in Sweden in the late 
1970s turned hard left, the world’s 
most successful social pact went 
belly-up. When organised busi-
ness left the pact, the Social Dem-
ocratic Party soon lost power too. 
In all successful social pacts, the 
government must have credibility 
among all social partners. A pre-
requisite of government credibility 
is that it must not be seen as cor-
rupt, which undermines trust in it 
to be a power broker. 

If a country does have a dedicated 
social dialogue institution, it must 
be seen as credible, as having 
the requisite capacity and com-
petence. In the Netherlands, rec-
ommendations from the national 
dialogue agency, the Social and 
Economic Council (SER), are de-
bated in Parliament. Government 
is required to explain whether or 
not its advice will be followed, and 
if not, why not. The Dutch SER also 
has an advisory role to Cabinet. 

SOCIAL PACTS DURING 
CRISES 
Forming social pacts at all levels 
of South African society – forging 
partnerships between the public 
sector, business, labour and civil 
society – is going to be crucial to 
rebuild the post-COVID-19 econ-
omy, social order and politics. The 
state on its own cannot overcome 
the COVID-19 crises. The state 
simply lacks the capacity, leader-

ship and ideas to do so. In a coun-
try crisis, such as the multiple 
crises caused by COVID-19, it is 
even more crucial, when the state 
lacks capacity, resources and 
leadership, because it brings non-
state skills, ideas and resources 
to help tackle the calamity. Part-
nerships not only bring goodwill, 
they also bring skills, resources 
and wider buy-in for policies, de-
cisions and delivery. 

COVID-19 awareness campaign by the South African Agency for Science 
and Technology Advancement (SAASTA) and universities
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Attempts at cobbling together na-
tional social pacts in the post-1994 
period have mostly been unsuc-
cessful in South Africa. Sectoral 
or industry-based social pacts 
have fared moderately better. 

The gold crisis in the late 1990s, 
saw a reasonably successful so-
cial pact between goldminers and 
trade unions, to safeguard the 
sustainability of the mines, the 
competitiveness of the industry 
and preserve job security. 

In the mid-2000s, trade unions 

and industry came together with 
a social pact strategy to rescue 
the textile and clothing industry, 
ensure its global competitiveness 
and secure jobs – government 
supported the strategy. It is import-
ant to observe that in both the gold 
and textile crises, the social pacts 
were initiated by business and 
trade unions, bringing government 
on board, who supported it. 

However, there have been no at-
tempts to foster provincial-based 
social pacts. There have been no 
attempts to foster social pacts at 

municipal level either.

Neither have company-based so-
cial pacts been widely attempted 
in South Africa, except for a few 
farm-based ones, some with rea-
sonable success. 

Provincial-based, municipal-based 
and company-based social pacts 
offer great potential to find post-
COVID-19 economic, political and 
social solutions to seemingly in-
tractable problems. 

WHY HAVE ATTEMPTS 
AT NATIONAL SOCIAL 
PACTS BEEN SO
DIFFICULT IN SA? 
Social partners involved in South 
Africa’s social dialogue have not 
been diverse enough, meaning 
decisions therefore often do not 
have broad societal buy-in. Since 
1994, South Africa’s trade union 
make-up has changed dramati-
cally. Yet, many trade union fed-
erations are not included in the 
current social dialogue forums, 
undermining the legitimacy of any 
social pact. 

South Africa’s social dialogue fo-
rums do not include non-social 
partners. Professionals, as a sep-
arate constituency, are also not in-
cluded in social dialogue forums, 
unlike in Sweden. Neither are the 
self-employed, like in the Neth-
erlands. Furthermore, unlike the 
Netherlands and Ireland, the un-
employed are not representative 
in national social dialogue. Yet, in 
South Africa, more people are out 
of work than in employment. 

SMMEs are not substantially in-
cluded in social dialogue efforts 
in SA. Most South Africans em-
ployed are in the informal sector; 
yet the informal sector is not in-

continues on page 21
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The AstraZeneca issue:
Reflections

ON February 7, Health 
Minister Dr Zweli Mkh-
ize, with a panel of ex-
perts, hosted a media 

briefing to outline new develop-
ments in South Africa’s COVID-19 
vaccine acquisition and roll out. 
The press briefing followed re-
sults of a small study that showed 
that the Oxford/AstraZeneca vac-
cine, of which South Africa had 
procured one million doses from 
the Serum Institute of India, may 
not be highly effective against the 
stain in South Africa. Following 
this press briefing, there was up-
roar and confusion. It is important 
to understand scientists do not 
have advantage of hindsight and 
there has been a transparent ap-
proach by the Government in this 
process. It is important to go back 

n By Dr Ndiviwe Mphothulo 

and reflect on the process. 

Late last year South Africa paid 
a deposit to COVAX facility to 
secure a vaccine. COVAX facil-
ity is a World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) coordinated fund that 
seeks to distribute vaccines glob-
ally in a fair manner. But as South 
Africa, we did not put our eggs in 
one basket. So, we approached 
individual vaccine manufactur-
ers. The best option at the time 
became AstraZeneca (AZ). At the 
time of procurement of AZ, we 
were not aware of the existence 
of the 501Y.V2 variant. Before the 
rollout of AZ, our scientists con-
ducted a study on the effective-
ness of AZ against 501Y.V2 vari-
ant and found that AZ was only 
22%  effective against the 501Y.2 

Dr Ndiviwe Mphothulo
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variant for mild and moderate dis-
ease, but we know from previous 
studies that it is about 90% effec-
tive against the old variant. The 
fact that South Africa conducted 
its own studies to determine the 
effectiveness of AZ against 501Y.
V2 variant should be applauded.  

The South African study did not 
make findings on the effective-
ness of AZ against severe illness 
caused by 501Y.V2 variant, whilst 
international studies found that 
AZ was effective against severe 
disease and hospitalisation by 
the normal COVID-19 strain. The 
plan going forward is to vaccinate 
100 000 people with AZ and find 
out about its effectiveness against 
severe disease in our circum-
stances. If it is indeed effective, 
we continue with it to prevent se-
vere disease. If it’s not effective, 

we can still continue with it and 
wait for a “booster dose” in the 
future. Companies are currently 
designing “Booster doses”, that 
are effective against the 501Y.V2 
variant. 

Unfortunately, we are dealing with 
a dynamic situation and a virus 

that is trying to outsmart us. We 
keep on soldering on and trying 
to outsmart the virus. We should 
not despair because although 
Astra-Zeneca vaccine results are 
disappointing, there are some 
positives:
1). It will protect 3 in 4 people 

against variants from the first 
wave. 

2)  May protect 1 in 4 people from 
the new variant in the second 
wave. 

3)  Likely to protect all from the 
severe disease.

It is also important to make the 
public understand the concept of 
expiry dates on vaccines. Regula-
tors are not able to certify an ex-
piry date of the vaccine beyond a 
period of six months as there is no 
data. The regulators therefore are 
guided by reports from health au-
thorities in different countries on 
how much longer the vaccine re-
mains stable beyond six months. 
So, the expiry date may or may 
not be extended depending on 
new information available. 

Dr Ndiviwe Mphothulo [MBCHB, 
Diploma in HIV Management (SA), 
MBL, MPH, PHD Candidate (Pub-
lic Health)] is a member of the  ANC 
Ward 23 Branch, Greater Johannes-
burg Region Gauteng Province. He 
writes in his personal capacity. 
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discover those shortcomings.  I per-
severe to ever trying to pay attention 
to detail, working on my skills to be 
innovative and continuously aspiring 
and working on my self-development.

4. How can we fight the second 
pandemic of GBV (COVID-19) 
and LGBTQI+?
There are many scourges that are 
pounding our society. Firstly, we need 
to have and engage in conversations 
on GBV and LGBTQI+ in all social 
spaces – both at a personal level and 
as different sectors of the society. 
Secondly, we need a revolutionary 
gender empowerment programmes 
and lastly, when we have had the two 
up and running, we need to put in 
place remedial programmes/ actions 
for offenders.  Above all, we must 
share and celebrate our positive mile-
stones of a changing society. 

5. Can you tell us about the mo-
ments that stand out from the 
rest as your proudest so far?
I have had many tough moments in 
my time, but this one takes that cake 
– to be deployed by the African Na-
tional Congress (ANC) to serve the 
people and fellow Councillors of Sedi-
beng district region. As the Speaker of 
Council, I am entrusted with the over-
sight and accountability role in Coun-
cil as well as Councillor’s welfare and 
wellbeing. And that is an immense 
task that the ANC has deployed me 
for and I am profusely thankful. 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: 

Andiswa Mosai  Q&A
n By Leo Ndabambi

1. Cde Andiswa, please tell us 
about yourself.
My name is Andiswa Mosai and I am 
the daughter of the Mighty Africa, at 
the rich soil and rivers of South Afri-
ca. Every day, I remind myself that I 
am following on the footprints of great 
men and women, selfless, immacu-
late, activists, brilliant, community de-
velopers, life-long learners, fearless 
and a servant to the masses of our 
people. 

2. What are lessons you’ve learnt 
from leaders who have passed 
on, leaders of society, especial-
ly the likes of Mam Charlotte 
Maxeke, taking into account 
that 2021 has been declared the 
“Year of Unity, Renewal and Re-
construction in the Year of Char-
lotte Maxeke”?
A society, a community consists of 
both male and female; and all of us 
are to play a role to reclaiming our 
space, true identity and developmen-
tal path. We are called on to unite to 
achieve that vision, in order to ensure 
that we renew our organisation and 
reconstruct country our. We need to 
engage ourselves fully in all spheres 
of life – mentally, socially, economi-
cally, spatially and politically.  In the 
memory of Mama Charlotte Maxeke 
we need to celebrate and remember 
her life in pictures, songs and artifacts 
and have her life illustrated for the 
young and emerging leaders of our 
time. Many of our leaders who have 
passed on are an ocean of inspiration, 
lessons and courage to unite, renew 

and rebuild our beloved country and 
lift our people to full socio-economic 
freedom.

3. What are your outstanding  
leadership qualities that make 
you a better leader and what do 
you think are your shortcom-
ings?
I am grounded, visionary, empower-
ing, attentive, calm and surround my-
self with strong characters, ever fo-
cusing on the life changing interests of 
the community. No one in this world is 
perfect. Only armchair politicians are 
immune from having shortcomings. 
The issue is, what you do when you 

Comrade Andiswa Mosai 
Speaker of the Sedibeng 

District Municipality
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6. Adherence to COVID-19 regu-
lations, especially from the vul-
nerable and the poorest to the 
more astute?
It was difficult at the beginning but we 
are adapting to the times. Many of our 
communities are wearing masks and 
more people are becoming proactive 
about their health and wellness. Our 
lives have changed drastically since 
last year.

The outbreak of COVID-19 and the 
latest variant have squarely placed 
a focus on our country’s ability to 
effectively and efficiently respond to 
dealing with this virulent virus. The 
government keeps on adapting and 
ensuring that all sectors of society are 
catered for, particularly the vulnerable 
and the poorest.  The homeless and 

the destitute are provided with homes 
to stay and they are provided with 
food parcels. In addition, our people 
who are without adequate water or 
sanitation services receive help from 
the local municipalities. Some people 
seem to be fatigued by the COVID-19 
virus and attendant regulations. How-
ever, we have to constantly remind 
ourselves that these are unprece-
dented and abnormal times. We need 
to continue to oversee and ensure 
that hygiene and safety messages 
are localised and reach our people 
timeously.

7. What do think South Africa 
should do to gird ourselves for 
future pandemics or variants 
that may break out at a mo-

ment’s notice?
Education, education and preparing 
ourselves especially in developing 
skills for such eventualities. We need 
all hands-on deck from all sectors of 
society – the public and the private 
sectors, political parties, civic organ-
isations and formations.  In the long 
term, we need to industrialise and 
reconstruct our healthcare sector and 
its value chain for the majority of all 
South Africans.

8. What is your motto?
“Always be grounded, atten-
tive, learn, excellently serve, 
embrace and appreciate the 
time and space you’ve been 
granted.”

cluded as an important constitu-
ency. Civil society are also exclud-
ed in social dialogue, like they are 
in Ireland. 

But South African social partners 
also appear too rigidly ideological, 
often seeing the world in terms of 
fixed ideological lenses, making 
compromise, so crucial to suc-
cessful social pacts, rather difficult. 

SA’S SOCIAL DIALOGUE 
INSTITUTION 
South Africa’s national social di-
alogue institution, the National 
Economic Development and La-
bour Council (Nedlac) for a long 
period has lacked credibility. One 
of the reasons of course is that 
not all the critical social partners 
are included at Nedlac, making 

continued from page 17

the organisation not representa-
tive enough. Nedlac also lacks 
independent members, who are 
not aligned to social partners, as 
is the case in the Dutch SER. 

Nedlac has been criticised in re-
cent years for lacking the capacity 
to lead complex social dialogue 
negotiations. It was mired in alle-
gations of corruption, undermining 
the credibility of the institution. Re-
building Nedlac’s capacity will be 
crucial if it is to remain as the insti-
tution hosting national social dia-
logues in the post-COVID-19 era.

William Gumede is Associate Professor 
at Witwatersrand University

First published in Business Update, 
Issue 19

South Africa’s Social Pacts to overcome COVID-19 

A New Social Contract 
within societies will enable 

young people to live in 
dignity; will ensure women 

have the same prospects and 
opportunities as men; and 
will protect the sick, the 

vulnerable, and minorities 
of  all kinds.

Antonio Guterres 
United Nations Secretary-General

NELSON MANDELA ANNUAL LECTURE
18 JULY 2020
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n 13 February 1713 
Smallpox epidemic strikes 
the Cape, annihilate Khoi 
clans

Smallpox is exogenous to Africa, 
and mainly brought to the conti-
nent by settlers or through con-
tact with areas outside Africa. The 
Dutch East India Company es-
tablished a halfway station at the 
Cape of Good Hope, laying the 
foundation for the colonization of 
South Africa, with settlers moving 
more and more inland. A small-
pox epidemic broke out in 1713, 
after arriving with the crew on a 
Dutch ship. The disease wreaked 
irreparable havoc amongst the in-
digenous and colonist population 
of the Cape Peninsula and adja-
cent interior. Hardest hit were the 
indigenous Khoisan people, with 
whole clans wiped out. In other 
instances, the few survivors could 
not reconstruct a coherent clan. 
For this reason, the indigenous 
clan names were lost. Instead the 
Khoikhoi became known by the 
derogatory term “Hottentots”. As 
the smallpox epidemic decimat-
ed most of the Khoikhoi, what re-
mained of their economic strength 
after colonisation was further 
eroded. Settler farmers moved 
into areas previously inhabited by 
the Khoi and started a new exis-
tence for themselves with the aid 
of the Cape government. In an-

other smallpox epidemic in 1831 
in the Cape Province, over 80% of 
the Griqua communities were also 
wiped out. 

n 13 February 1982
Neil Aggett buried in 
Johannesburg

Neil Aggett, former organiser of the 
Food and Canning Workers Union 
and African Food and Canning 
Workers Union, was buried in Jo-
hannesburg. It was estimated that 
15 000 people attended his funer-
al. His labour organisation issued a 
call that on 11 February 1982, that 
on the day of his burial, all work-
ers should stay away from work. 
About 7 000 FOSATU workers at 
the Uitenhage branch of Volkswa-
gen responded. The presence of 
police did not stop mourners from 
reaffirming the struggle for which 
Aggett died by singing revolution-
ary songs. Aggett’s funeral was 
filmed as a symbol of the impact 
he had on people through labour 
issues and his community work. 

He became the 51st person to 
die in police detention, and was 
the first White person to die under 
those circumstances since 1963. 
The inquest into his death is cur-
rently under way.

n 13 February 2005 
Ladysmith Black Mambazo 
wins Grammy Award

Ladysmith Black Mambazo won 
their second Grammy Award on 
13 February 2005 for their album 
Wenyukela. A hybrid of the album 
was released in the United States 
and went platinum, helping the 
group win the award. The group, 
through their leader Joseph Tsha-
balala made the genres of isicath-
amiya and Mbube a lasting and 
living legacy.

n 14 February 1981 
Samora Machel pledges 
solidarity after Matola Raid
President Samora Machel of Mo-
zambique pledged solidarity with 
the South African people, in re-
action to the Matola massacre 
on 30 January 1981, where more 
than 14 uMkhonto weSizwe (MK) 
cadres were killed. Machel, to-
gether with the African National 
Congress (ANC) President, Oli-
ver Tambo addressed mourners 
at the funeral of the victims of the 
Matola raid in Mozambique killed 
by South African security forces. 
The victims were Lancelot Hade-
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be, Mandla Daka, Daniel Molokisi, 
Steven Ngcobo, Vusumzi Ngwe-
ma, Thabang Bookolane, Krish-
na Rabilal, Themba Dimba, Mot-
so Mokgabudi, Collin Khumalo, 
Levinson Mankankaza, Albert Ma-
hutso, Mduduzi Guma, William Kh-
anyile and Vuyani Mavuso. Mavu-
so was kidnapped during the raid, 
and was later executed when he 
refused to cooperate with apart-
heid security agencies and betray 
his comrades.

n 15 February 1900 
Siege of Kimberley ended

During the Second Anglo-Boer 
War, a 123 day siege was held 
over Kimberley, which came to an 
end on this day. After numerous 
attacks by the Boer commandos 
firing 5 800 shells, the town suf-
fered only 134 casualties among 
armed defenders and twenty-one 
civilians, but some 1 500 people, 
mostly Coloureds and Africans, 
died of famine and disease. Infant 
mortality rate during the 4 months 
of the siege rose to 67,1% among 
Whites and 91.2% among Co-
loureds and Africans.

n 15 February 1960 
Oldest Bank trade union in 
Commonwealth formed
SASBO, now an affiliate of CO-
SATU was formed in secret in Feb-
ruary 1916, the first in the British 
Commonwealth of its nature. “In 
the earliest days, the founders met 
in absolute secrecy and it was nec-
essary to produce proof of identity 

before admittance to a meeting.” 
SASBO started as a whites-only 
union, but became more non-racial 
since the 1980s. Though started in 
banks, it is now called SASBO – 
the Finance Union.

n 15 February 1964 
ILO suspends South Africa
The governing body of the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation (ILO) 
meeting in Geneva, votes in favour 
of suspending South Africa from 
participation in its Annual Gener-
al Conferences. The resolution is 
passed by thirty-two votes to four-
teen with two abstentions.

n 15–21 February 1986 
Six Day War in Alexandra

The 1986 six-day war in Alexandra 
was sparked by the tear-gassing 
of mourners after a funeral, spark-
ing running battles between police 
and youth, arrests and 27 people 
killed.

n 15 February 1986 
University of Pretoria
 admits first 20 Black 
students
The university which was formed in 
1908 remained exclusively white. 
On 15 February 1986, the univer-
sity admitted its first twenty black 
students. It later opened a campus 
in Hammanskraal for black stu-
dents, and in 2004 merged with 
the defunct Vista University’s Ma-

melodi Campus. Today the univer-
sity has three languages of com-
munication, Afrikaans, English and 
Sepedi.

n 15 February 1995 
President Mandela 
announced he will not 
stand for re-election 
President Nelson Mandela on 
this day announced he will not be 
standing for re-election in 1999. 
Mandela, who was released from 
prison in February 1990, became 
the first democratic president of 
the Republic of South Africa in 
April 1994. His announcement 
meant stepping down as African 
National Congress’s (ANC) and as 
the country’s president. The strug-
gle icon took over as ANC presi-
dent from Oliver Reginald Tambo 
in 1991. Thabo Mbeki, his Deputy 
President in government replaced 
him as president of the ANC in 
1998 and as State President in 
1999.

n 15 February 2018 
Parliament elects 
5th President of the 
Republic

ANC President, Cyril Ramaphosa 
was elected unopposed as the fifth 
President of democratic South Af-
rica by the National Assembly on 
15 February 2018.
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n 16 February 1991 
Bheki Mlangeni, Human 
rights lawyer, activist 
assassinated

Bheki Mlangeni was a member of 
the national executive committee 
of the student organisation AZASO 
(now SASCO) during the 1980s; 
active in the UDF and ANC, and 
practiced as a human rights law-
yer in the 1990s. He worked with 
former Captain Dirk Coetzee to 
expose the existence of a secret 
police unit based at Vlakplaas, 
which carried out assassinations 
of anti-apartheid activists. On 16 
February, Mlangeni received a 
postal package with a tape player, 
and when he tried to listen to the 
tape it exploded. He died instantly, 
leaving his wife and young child. 
He was only 35 years old when he 
was assassinated.

n 17 February 1951 
Patricia de Lille born in 
Beaufort West

Patricia de Lille, leader of the 
GOOD party, and Minister of Pub-
lic Works was born on this day in 
the Western Cape town of Beau-
fort West. She went to Bastiaanse 
High School, and worked as a 

laboratory technician until 1990. 
During this period, she joined the 
SA Chemical Workers Union, be-
came a shop steward and eventu-
ally regional secretary of SACWU 
and elected onto its national exec-
utive in 1983. She was elected as 
Vice President of the black con-
sciousness trade union federation, 
National Council of Trade Unions 
(NACTU) in 1988, the highest 
position for a woman in the trade 
union movement at that time. She 
was part of the PAC delegation 
during the negotiations of the early 
1990s, and elected as a PAC Mem-
ber of Parliament in 1994, where 
she went on to serve on the Par-
liamentary committees of Trans-
port, Health, Minerals and Energy, 
Trade and Industry, Communica-
tions, the Rules Committee and 
the Code of Ethics. In 2003, she 
left the PAC to form the Indepen-
dent Democratcs, and later went 
into coalition with the Democratic 
Alliance, and became MEC for So-
cial Development (2010-2011) and 
Mayor of Cape Town (2011-2018) 
in the DA government. She formed 
the GOOD party ahead of the 
2019 national and provincial elec-
tions, winning two national seats 
and one in the W Cape legislature. 
De Lille was appointed as Minis-
ter of Public Works in the Cabinet 
of President Cyril Ramaphosa in 
2019. 

n 17 February 1962 
Football match called off
On 17 February 1962, the soccer 
match between Lourenco Marques 
(Mozambique) club Desportive and 
Durban City Football Club (South 
Africa) was called off. A Louren-
co Marques newspaper reported 
that this was because no Coloured 
players would be allowed to play 
during the game. According to a 
report by Cape Times, the teams’ 
members themselves decided not 
to take part in the game.

n 18 February 1857 
Nongqawuse prophecy

A period of hardship set in for the 
AmaXhosa after their defeat in 
the Eighth Frontier War. In April 
1856 Nongqawuse, an adolescent 
girl living in a part of the country 
ruled by Paramount Chief Sarhili 
(Kreli), was reputedly addressed 
by her ancestors. Their message 
was to tell the AmaXhosa that 
their ancestors would rise from 
the dead on a certain day and 
also to instruct them that all cat-
tle were to be slaughtered. There 
was to be no cultivation, but peo-
ple should dig new granaries and 
erect strong cattle-folds to house 
what would be received from the 
ancestors. On that specific day the 
sun would rise and set again in the 
east and a whirlwind would sweep 
all White people into the sea. Sar-
hili ordered his subordinate chiefs 
to obey the injunctions. The first 
date of resurrection was set for 
11 August 1856, but as the day 
dawned and nothing happened, 
other dates were set, including 18 
February 1857. Disappointment 
followed disappointment, until Sar-
hili finally renounced all belief in 
the prophecy after about fifteen 
months. By then, the AmaXhosa 
had been nearly heavily affect-
ed. Tens of thousands died, while 
about 30,000 streamed across 
the border in search of food and 
work. Many AmaXhosa held the 
belief that the true plotters were 
land-hungry colonial authorities.
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n 18 February 1953 
Jeff Radebe born

Jeffrey Thamsanqa Radebe was 
born in Cato Manor, where his 
family lived until they were forceful-
ly removed in 1958 to KwaMashu. 
An activist since student days in 
1976, a member of Umkhonto we-
Sizwe, a lawyer, political detainee, 
a leader in the SACP, he served 
on the ANC NEC since 1991. He 
was also amongst the cadres from 
the 1994 parliament and served as 
Minister of Transport, Constitution-
al Development and Justice, Min-
erals and Energy and Minister in 
the Presidency from 1994 to 2019, 
when he retired. He continues to 
serve as a member of the ANC 
NEC, a longtime chair of its Policy 
committee and as Special Envoy 
of President Ramaphosa. 

n 18 February 2005
isiXhosa film wins Golden 
Bear Award

The South African Xhosa film 
uCarmen eKhayelitsha became 
the second South African mov-
ie to compete and first to win the 
Golden Bear award as the best 
film at the 55th Berlin Film Festival 
in Germany. The film was shot in 
Khayelitsha, Cape Town. The mu-
sical, sung entirely in isiXhosa, is 
about an HIV-positive rural wom-
an and won two other awards, the 
Human Rights Award at the Ven-
ice Film Festival in 2004 and the 
Best Film award at Pune, India. 
The lead actress, singer Pauline 
Malefane, accepted the award in 
isiXhosa before bursting into song 
at the request of the film’s director, 
Dornford-May.

n 19 February 1962 
Report calls for more say 
for Afrikaans press in SAPA 
affairs

The first part of the South African 
Press Commission’s first report is 
tabled in parliament by the Minis-
ter of the Interior, de Klerk. The re-
port, which has taken eleven years 
to draw up consists of two volumes 
totaling 700 pages, with nineteen 
annexures running to 1,566 pag-
es. It strongly recommends that 
the South African Press associa-
tion (SAPA) gives more say in its 

affairs to the Afrikaans-language 
press.

n 19 February 1971 
Arrests of Unity Movement 
activists
It is reported that the Security Po-
lice have detained about twenty Af-
ricans, Coloureds and Asians. The 
detainees are said to be members 
of the Unity Movement of South Af-
rica, founded in 1943 by Coloured 
schoolteachers.

n 19 February 1990 
Mandela issued with his 
first South African passport

Nelson Mandela was issued with 
his first South African passport on 
19 February 1990, eight days af-
ter he was released from prison. It 
was this passport that he used to 
embark on a tour of some of the 
African states that supported the 
South African liberation struggle, 
including Zambia, Tanzania, Zim-
babwe and Ethiopia.

THE CHILDREN OF ANY NATION ARE ITS FUTURE.
A COUNTRY, A MOVEMENT THAT DOES NOT VALUES ITS YOUTH
AND CHILDREN DOES NOT DESERVE ITS FUTURE.
– OLIVER REGINALD TAMBO –



INTERNATIONAL DAYS
13–21 February 2021
Source: https://www.un.org

n 13 February
World Radio Day 
World Radio Day 2021 (WRD 2021) celebrates radio as 
part of humanity’s history of 110 years of radio, which fol-
lowed developments in society and adapting its services. 
As the world changes, so does radio. Thus, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, radio made it possible, for example, 
to ensure continuity of learning, and fight against misin-
formation.

South Africa has a very vibrant radio sector, with audience 
growth from 34.6 million in 2014 to 38.2 million in 2018. 
These are across 19 SABC radio stations, 21 radio sta-
tions and 264 community radio stations. Nine out of ten of 
the top ten stations in terms of radio listenership are public 
broadcasters in African languages. 

The theme for World Radio Day 2021 is NEW WORLD. 
NEW NORMAL.  Radio in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic had to adapt, and became more important as 
sources of information.  It was reported that radio stations 
in South Africa, for example, had to scale down on mu-
sic played, with more news and information, because that 
was what listeners demanded.

On the occasion of World Radio Day 2021, UNESCO calls 
on radio stations celebrate the more than 110 years of 
radio through three sub-themes:
• Evolution: The world changes, radio evolves – radio 

is resilient and sustainable;
• Innovation: The world changes, radio adapts and 

innovates - radio adapts to new technologies and re-
mains the go-to medium of mobility, accessible every-
where and to everyone;

• Connection: The world changes, radio connects - ra-
dio services our society during natural disasters, so-
cio-economic crises, epidemics, etc.

n 15 February 
International Childhood Cancer Day

According to Child Cancer International, every year over 
400,000 children are diagnosed with cancer, with survival 
rates ranging from 80% in high income countries and 20% 
in low income countries. The day raises awareness of 
childhood cancers and support to survivors and families. 

n 20 February
World Day of Social Justice
Social justice is an underlying principle for peaceful and 
prosperous coexistence within and among nations. We 
uphold the principles of social justice when we promote 
gender equality, or the rights of indigenous peoples and 
migrants. We advance social justice when we remove 
barriers that people face because of gender, age, race, 
ethnicity, religion, culture or disability. For the United Na-
tions, the pursuit of social justice for all is at the core of 
our global mission to promote development and human 
dignity.

n 21 February
International Mother Language Day
Languages, with their complex implications for identity, 
communication, social integration, education and devel-
opment, are of strategic importance for people and planet. 
Yet, due to globalization processes, they are increasingly 
under threat, or disappearing altogether. When languages 
fade, so does the world’s rich tapestry of cultural diversity. 
Opportunities, traditions, memory, unique modes of think-
ing and expression — valuable resources for ensuring a 
better future — are also lost. At least 43% of the estimated 
6000 languages spoken in the world are endangered.

n 21 February
World Whale Day
World Whale Day reminds us of the challenges faced in 
our oceans across the globe, and is observed annually 
on the third Sunday in February. Whales are the largest 
mammals on the planet and they are found in all oceans. 
The Blue whale is the largest, and can weigh as much as 
33 elephants! Although they live in water, they breathe air.  
They are warm-blooded and also parent their young.

n 21 February
International Tourist Guide Day
Tourist or tour guides are persons who guide visitors in 
the language of their choice and interpret the cultural and 
natural heritage of an area. The tour guide must have ar-
ea-specific knowledge and/or qualification, recognised by 
the appropriate authority.
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BOOK REVIEW  By Fébé Potgieter-Gqubule

THE two books on 
Political Parties 
that we covered 
last week – Af-

rican Political Parties 
by Salih (2003) and The 
Handbook of Party Pol-
itics by Katz and Crotty 
(2003) examined a range 
of themes about the role 
of political parties – in his-
torical perspective as well 
as contemporary themes. 

South African parties and 
party systems too have 
evolved and changed 
over the last 27 years of 
democracy. The ANC has 
just turned 109 years, and after 
27 years as governing party (and 
opposition) is grappling with the 
challenges of incumbency and 
renewal. The National Party that 
governed South Africa from 1948 
to 1994 is no more, with sections 
having gone into the Democrat-
ic Alliance, the Freedom Front+ 
and some to the ANC. The Dem-
ocratic Alliance, the official oppo-

sition party with its initial roots in 
the liberal Progressive Federal 
Party of Helen Suzman, Zac De 
Beer and Van Zyl Slabbert, has 
governed the W Cape since 2009 
and after 2016, formed coalition 
metro governments in Tshwane, 
Johannesburg and Nelson Man-
dela metro. Besides the IFP, the 
Bantustan-based parties are no 
more. The other liberation par-

ties – the PAC and AZA-
PO – have been strug-
gling. And, we’ve seen 
the emergence of new 
parties: UDM, COPE 
and the EFF as splinter 
groups from the ANC, 
as well as smaller is-
sue-based parties. 

There are also specific 
new developments that 
will likely impact on our 
party system, including 
the Constitutional Court 
ruling that allows for in-
dividuals to stand for 
national and provincial 
elections (hitherto only 

possible at local government lev-
els) and the operationalisation of 
the Political Party Funding Act.  
This is in addition to other more 
contextual issues – a younger 
electorate with less knowledge 
and loyalty to a liberation history 
than older generations; the im-
pact of social media on the na-
ture of information and politics; 
developments on the African con-

Political Parties 
(Part 2)

Political Parties: A Cross-National Survey. 
By Kenneth Janda (1980, The Free Press)

Political Parties and Democracy in Theoretical and Practical 
Perspectives. Adopting Party Law. 
By Kenneth Janda (2003, National Democratic Institute)
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tinent; and the simple fact that 
South Africa is approaching two 
generations (of 15-year cohorts), 
who holds the ANC as governing 
party, responsible for the 1994 
aspirations of a better life for all.

One of the classic texts on Po-
litical Parties, is Kenneth Jan-
da’s  Political Parties. A Cross 
National Survey, where he de-
veloped a range of indicators 
to assess political parties, and 
then went on to survey 158 po-
litical parties from 53 countries.  
Many of the variables that he 
used in the book: institutionalisa-
tion, governmental status, social 
support, issue orientation, goal 
orientation, autonomy, degree 
of organisation, centralisation of 
power, coherence, and involve-
ment, still provide an important 
framework of analysis for politi-
cal parties. 

Although Janda calls political 
parties the “leprechauns of the 
political forest”, he is in no doubt 
about their importance to democ-
racies, as his 2003 book on Po-
litical Parties and Democracy 

in Theoretical and Practical 
Perspectives advances. Here 
he advances the importance of 
‘party law” – the combination of 
internal party statutes and the 
country legal framework in deal-
ing with political parties, set out 

Figure 1:  Selected models of party organization and organizational 
tendencies [Adopting Party Law by Kenneth Janda (2003)]

in the attached Figure 1.  The 
ANC over the last few years has 
seen a number of judicial rulings 
about its internal party process-
es, and with the Electoral Act and 
now the Political Party Funding 
Act, there is an evolving ‘party 
law’ developing in the country. 

As a country, we can learn from 
Janda, who always comes back 
to the core of what political par-
ties are about, as reflected in the 
Preface to his book on Party Law 
(2003:1)
“A democracy needs strong and 
sustainable political parties with 
the capacity to represent citizens 
and provide policy choices that 
demonstrate their ability to gov-
ern for the public good. With an 
increasing disconnect between 
citizens and their elected lead-
ers, a decline in political activ-
ism, and a growing sophistica-
tion of anti-democratic forces, 
democratic political parties are 
continually challenged.”Posters of various political parties contesting th 2019 elections.



mammals          whistles and clicks         dolphins
Blue Whale          elephant           Baleen whales
Humpback whale         nineteen eighty six         carbon                              
fishing nets ropes         dwarf sperm          Beluga
Narwhals      

ACROSS
6.  Whales classified as ... because they give birth to live 

young, they have fur, lungs and breath air, provide milk for 
their young.

8.  These whales have flexible necks, and can move their 
heads.

9.  The blue whales tongue weigh’s as much as one of these 
animals and its total weight 33 of them.

10.  Whales are also cetaceans, which other water animals form 
part of this family of mammals?

12.  Whales with a tusk that grows from a tooth.
13. Plastic pollution impacts on whales, they become ensnarled 

in ... and ...

DOWN
1.  Largest animal on earth.
2.  Sounds made by whales ... 
3.  Whales found along the coasts of South Africa.
4.  Whales without teeth are called ...
5.  The International World Whaling Commission issued a ban 

on whaling (or the killing of whales) in which year.
7.  Whales contribute to combatting climate change by 
 absorbing ... into their bodies.
11.  Smallest whale, only 2–3 m long and weighing 136–270 kg, 

called ... ... whale.

WORD BANK
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