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the heart of women’s marginali-
sation in South Africa are the at-
titudes and practices that “confine 
women to the domestic arena, 
and reserve for men the arena 
where political power and author-
ity reside”.
 
There can be no meaningful prog-
ress for women if our society con-
tinues to relegate women to ‘tradi-

tional’ professions, occupations or 
roles, while it is mainly men who 
sit on decision-making structures.
 
Fittingly, the theme of this year’s In-
ternational Women’s Day is wom-
en’s leadership and achieving an 
equal future in a COVID-19 world.
 
Since the coronavirus pandemic 
reached South Africa a year ago, 

8 March 2021 is Internation-
al Women’s Day. For more 
than a century, this day has 
been celebrated across the 

world as part of the struggle to 
realise women’s rights in the so-
cial, political, legal, reproductive, 
health and other spheres.
 
The Women’s Charter, which was 
drawn up in 1994, notes that at 
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the women of South Africa have 
played a pivotal role in the coun-
try’s response.
 
We salute the resilience and brav-
ery of women frontline workers, 
who worked to fight the pandem-
ic as nurses, doctors, emergency 
personnel, police and soldiers.
 
These include the tragic stories 
of women like Nurse Petronella 
Benjamin from Eerste River in the 
Western Cape, who lost her life to 
COVID-19 just days before she 
was due to retire after 25 years as 
a nurse.
 
Our efforts to contain the pandem-
ic have been greatly boosted by 
the thousands of fieldworkers like 
Azalet Dube from Doctors without 
Borders, who went into commu-
nities to raise awareness about 
the disease, who worked in health 
facilities as contract tracers, and 
who provided psycho-social sup-
port to families and individuals in 
distress.
 
The dedication of the nation’s 

educators has ensured that our 
young people were able to receive 
an education despite the disrup-
tion caused by the pandemic. 
We owe a debt of gratitude to the 
many women who have worked 
as teachers, principals, lecturers 
and as administrators at institu-
tions of higher learning.
 
We thank the women leading civil 
society organisations who worked 
and continue to work with the 
Ministerial Advisory Committee in 
driving a holistic approach to man-
aging the pandemic.

We salute women like Nandi 
Msezane, who helped raise funds 
for food support in affected com-
munities, and helped to provide 
access to mental health sup-
port for the LGBTQI+ community 
during the lockdown.
 
Vulnerable women and children 
affected by violence during the 
lockdown were helped thanks to 
the efforts of numerous non-gov-
ernmental organisations (NGOs) 
led by and staffed by women.

This includes women like Fazila 
Gany, a longstanding member of 
the National Shelter Movement 
who also sadly passed away from 
COVID-19. The Movement has 
been critical in ensuring women 
and children at risk received sup-
port and access to services during 
the pandemic.
 
Women doctors, researchers and 
scientists have played and con-
tinue to play an important role in 
our epidemiological response. 
One of the COVID-19 vaccine 
clinical trials conducted last year, 

Our experience of this 
pandemic has once more 

demonstrated women’s 
capacity to organise, 

collaborate, lead 
and achieve. 
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the Ensemble trial, was led by two 
female scientists, Prof Glenda 
Gray of the South African Medical 
Research Council and Prof Lin-
da-Gail Bekker of the Desmond 
Tutu HIV Centre.
 
Research performed by academ-
ics on economic vulnerability and 
poverty trends in South Africa 
helped drive an informed relief re-
sponse. Last year we lost one of 
the country’s foremost experts on 
rural poverty, Dr Vuyo Mahlati. At 
the time she was studying the im-
pact of the pandemic on food se-
curity in vulnerable communities, 
especially small scale farmers.
 
In the private sector, women busi-
ness leaders have been visible in 
mobilising financial resources to 
support government’s efforts.
 
The Solidarity Fund, which has 
played such a key role in this re-
gard, is chaired by one of South 
Africa’s most prominent business-
women, Gloria Serobe. Women 
CEOs, board members and fund 
managers continue to play a lead-
ing role in pushing for their com-
panies to support government’s 

Economic Reconstruction and 
Recovery Plan.
 
No such tribute on this day would 
be complete without recognising 
the role of the women of this ad-
ministration, whose efforts often 
go unacknowledged. It is women 
who lead the many government 
departments at the forefront of the 
national relief response.
 
I wish all the women of South Afri-
ca well on this day.
 
Our experience of this pandem-
ic has once more demonstrated 
women’s capacity to organise, 
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collaborate, lead and achieve. 
Through their actions, they have 
demonstrated there is no such 
thing as ‘a woman’s place’.
 
The women of our country still 
face many challenges.
 
They are still under-represented 
in the boardrooms and corridors 
of power. They are still more likely 
to be poor and unemployed than 
their male counterparts. They are 
still vulnerable to gender-based 
violence and femicide.
 
But on this day, let us acknowl-
edge how far we have come as a 
society thanks to the role of wom-
en leaders, particularly in helping 
the nation through this pandemic.
 
As we have struggled against this 
disease, women have been pres-
ent and prominent in almost every 
arena of life.
 
This has set a standard for the 
kind of society we continue to 
build.
 
It has inspired and encouraged us 
to build an equal future.

We salute the resilience and 
bravery of women frontline 

workers, who worked to fight 
the pandemic as nurses, 

doctors, emergency 
personnel, police, 

soldiers etc.

‘‘
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Dear Mr President

SOUTH Africa is home to 26 
public universities and many 
private institutions which ca-
ter for the demand for higher 

education.

The democratic government of the 
African National Congress added 
two more public universities in the 
provinces where none existed. The 
universities of Mpumalanga and Sol 
Plaatje University in Mpumalanga 
and the Northern Cape have grown 
in leaps and bounds since they 
were launched in 2013.

Our country has nearly one million 
university students while 700 000 
students are registered at more 
than expected 50 higher education 
training colleges (TVET colleges 
– Technical vocational education 
training). An additional 90 000 stu-
dents can be found at various pri-
vate institutions.

By contrast, on the eve of democra-
cy in 1994, the gross participation in 
higher education was 17% and was 
highly skewed by race, with 9% for 
Africans, 13% for Coloureds, 40% 
for Indians and 79% for Whites.

This is despite the fact that in 1993, 
89% of the South African population 
was comprised of Africans.

The ANC government made a com-
mitment to change this dynamic 
to reflect the demographics of our 
country and that mission has since 
been achieved.

Mr President, this is not merely 

a game of numbers but a story of 
transformation and increased ac-
cess to higher education for the 
previously marginalised.

This democratic government has 
always shown commitment to the 
upliftment of our people, hence ed-
ucation remains one of the priorities 
with one of the biggest slices of the 
national budget. This allocation of 
resources sees Higher Education 
and Training remaining one of the 
biggest beneficiaries of the national 
budget despite economic difficul-
ties. This is a clear demonstration 
of our support to broaden access to 
higher education and education in 
general.

The government is fully aware that 
an investment in the education of 
our children will contribute to a high-
er trajectory of economic growth 
which is needed to address the tri-

ple challenges of unemployment, 
poverty and inequality. The govern-
ment heard and responded to the 
pleas of the students and through 
the NSFAS, hundreds of thousands 
of students with limited means con-
tinue to enjoy free access to tertiary 
institutions.

Taking into account that institutions 
of higher learning remain viable, the 
issue of affordability for deserving 
students and their parents is taken 
into account.

The government has consistently 
appealed to students and student 
leaders in particular to arrange their 
concerns appropriately and accord-
ing to the prescripts of the constitu-
tion, which guides all South Africans.

Unfortunately, all too often we have 
seen protests marred by violence, 
vandalism, destruction of property 
such as the burning of libraries and 
laboratories.

This culture is at odds with the 
ethos of responsible citizenry that 
ought to be inculcated at tertiary in-
stitutions.

Over the last 800 years of modern 
university, there have been com-
peting narratives about what the 
institution is designed to achieve. 
Universities have been seen as 
communities dedicated to the 
learning and personal development 
of their members. They have been 
sources of expertise and vocational 
identity and creators of new knowl-
edge. They are important contrib-
utors to society and  nations. The 

Comrade Pule Mabe

Repositories of new knowledge: 
Support for further education
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role of universities as repositories 
and generators of knowledge and 
the obligation to equip graduates 
with crucial skills as citizens and 
tomorrow’s leaders cannot be over-
emphasised.

The presence of universities as 
large and influential bodies in civil 
society cannot be understated. The 
longer term role of graduates in cre-
ating cohesive and tolerant com-
munities is the defining character of 
tertiary institutions.

Mr President, recently Puleng Lenk-
aBula was appointed as Vice-Chan-
cellor and Principal of one of South 
Africa’s largest universities, the Uni-
versity of South Africa.

This made her only the third black 
female head of a university in our 
country.

Unisa is also the largest open dis-
tance learning institution on the 
African continent with 148 years of 
existence.

Thus, this epochal appointment 
was approved unanimously by the 
Unisa Council and has demonstrat-
ed the transformative mission of the 
struggle against racist and minority 
supremacist regime that denied and 
deprived black people to participate 
in meaningful knowledge sharing.

As the ANC, we applaud and wel-
come LenkaBula’s appointment 
and see it as victory against those 
who saw black females as domestic 
workers who only qualify to do their 
masters’ bidding.

Her appointment will in no small 
measure inspire young black wom-
en to follow in her footsteps.

The ANC pioneered laws such as 
the Employment Equity Act which 
laid the foundation to see the eman-
cipation of LenkaBula and others.

While this is a trickle, this is a 
launch pad which would ensure that 
the Vice Chancellor is a role model 
worth of emulation.

As the ANC, we welcome her ap-
pointment and we have no doubt 
that an accomplished academic of 
her caliber will serve with candour 
and distinction.

The academic sphere here and 
abroad has long ignored the role 
that women of colour play in rearing 
communities and nations.

LenkaBula’s appointment is a tacit 
endorsement of realising the vision 
of the National Development Plan 
Vision 2030 in ensuring that women 
attain 50% representation in the ac-
ademic sphere.

Her appointment could not have 
come at a better time as the world 
celebrated International Day of 
Women last week.

Crucially, more and more women 
need the encouragement and sup-
port to further their studies beyond 
junior degrees that only prepare 
them for the job market.

During these times when our im-
mediate world changes rapidly, we 
need all hands on deck to redefine 
roles and new knowledge systems. 
The subjugation of women, partic-
ularly black women has denied the 
world of vital knowledge systems 
which could have pointed our des-
tiny in new directions.

The policies that we championed 
when the ANC came into power has 
seen a correlated increase and in-

take of more female students and 
many have risen to realise their po-
tential in their chosen fields.

Importantly, the role of the univer-
sity is not merely to prepare gradu-
ates for the job market but to incu-
bate thinkers with the right skills to 
redirect the course of humanity.

The strides we have made in the 
last 26 years can only be exacer-
bated by more hunger for knowl-
edge and resultant determination to 
see a degree not as an end but the 
means to reach for the stars.

The recent job market has demon-
strated that merely obtaining a de-
gree is not sufficient to secure life-
time employment.

There are heart-wrenching stories 
of graduates who stand at street 
corners begging for employment, 
any employment.

Institutions of Higher Learning 
ought to align their offerings to re-
flect the changing needs of the 
modern world.

To this end, the government needs 
to intensify all efforts to ensure that 
all deserving potential graduates 
receive all the support they need.

Yours sincerely

Pule Mabe 
National Spokesperson and Head of the 
Department of Information and Publicity

Prof. Puleng LenkaBula
Vice Chancellor and Principal
of UNISA



ONE of the simplest ways 
to get into a leadership 
position in the ANC is 
to get access to mon-

ey. This leads to being voted into 
a position. This in turn, leads to 
the levers of power. Money pow-
er has taken firm roots. No one 
is interested in politics that serve 
the interests of the people.The is-
sue that has dominated is get rich 
and get rich very fast. Your riches 
guarantee more access to posi-
tion and/or leadership.  Levers of 
government and power are about 
money.

We now know that this question 
of money is not just from private 
donors but from long fingers 
reaching into the public purse and 
SOEs. This is the root of what to-
day defines the ANC as corrup-
tion. 

The most worrying aspect is to 
listen to leadership adopting the 

well-worn excuse, that others are 
doing it too. There’s no interest 
to own up and agree that this is 
a problem to be handled head on. 
In other words, the defects of the 
outcome of leadership elected 
through use of money pollute the 
entire organisation. 

The question that needs to be 
posed, is whether a leadership 
mostly elected through the use 
of money can be considered to 
be a duly elected leadership?We 
need an open, monitorable and 
verifiable process to elect people 
who have earned and are worthy 
of the title of leadership aligned to 
the politics and ethics of the ANC.

Correcting this matter at the high-
est levels, shall greatly assist the 
destructive impact it has done to 
lower structures. At the same time, 
work needs to be done to re-build 
the branches.  The process of cor-
rection of this problem will enable 

us to propel to parliament, to the 
legislatures and to councils, peo-
ple of political integrity and quality 
who truly shall be representative 
of the people. Not people who are 
owned by corrupt individuals, by 
people who have stolen from the 
state, or from particular groups 
or factions.  It is obvious that the 
weakness evident today of our 
parliamentarians and comrades 
in other structures as mentioned 
above is the result of the weak-
ness mentioned above.

It must be firmly and clearly stat-
ed that the question of use of 
money for individual leadership 
campaigns is the source of the 
factions ripping apart the organi-
sation today. This is simple to dis-
cern – money buys votes. 

Those who are recipients of these 
monies owe their existence to their 
financial benefactors.  The unfet-
tered practice of the use of money  

6 ANC Today

PERSPECTIVE

Report from the Integrity Commission | Part 2

The disease of the use of 
money in ANC Conferences



results in the growth of factions. 
The stronger the faction, the more 
vocal are those who receive mon-
ey, the more influence they gain. 
The ultimate outcome is a faction-
alised and broken organisation. A 
factionalised organisation cannot 
look beyond the prism of the fac-
tion. Ultimately, our programme 
of meeting the basic needs of our 
people is put on the back burner. 
The people become spectators as 
the ANC simply focuses and looks 
in on itself. 

Therefore poverty rises, unem-
ployment becomes rises and 
inequality is left unchecked. De-
spondency by the downtrodden 
is at its highest. The ANC formed 
as a parliament of the people 
becomes an organisation that 
spends most of its time managing 
factions. 

StatSA released its Labour Force 
Survey, Q2:2020 that indicate 
the number of employed persons 
decreased by 2,2 million to 14,1 
million in the 2nd quarter of 2020 
compared to the 1st quarter of 
2020. This unprecedented change 
is the largest quarter 1 to quarter 
2 decline since the survey began 
in 2008. This is a horrific situation. 

Yet you don’t hear or see action 
being taken in recognition that 
there’s a crisis facing South Afri-
ca. The battle of the factions is the 
central focus and detracts from 
the core mission of the organisa-
tion. 

Further comments
The ANC must develop strict rules 
on how to prohibit this disease of 
use of money for electoral pro-
cess in its ranks.It is an anathema 
to everything the ANC stands for. 
Over time, money and election 
in the ANC is already diluting the 
character of the ANC. As the In-
tegrity Commission, we champion 
for an ANC that recognises that 

it is a revolutionary movement 
which subscribes to maintaining 
the moral highground over all op-
posing forces. The Integrity Com-
mission must seek to reinforce the 
ethic of comradeship as the gird-
ing loin that unites all its members. 

In a context where people are dai-
ly losing confidence in the ANC, 
and we move from crisis to crisis, 
yet for leadership life goes on as 
normal.  The masses have be-
come spectators, and of concern 
is that they are also victims of 
right-wing forces and anti-freedom 
forces arraigned against the ANC 
and the programmes designed for 
the thorough-going transformation 
of South Africa into a non-racial, 
non-sexist and democratic country 
wherein a people shall drink from 
the well of freedom and realise 
their full potential.

The Integrity Commission is aware 
that it is merely a few individuals 
who are promoting the agenda 
of allowing the use of money for 
individual leadership campaigns, 
thus creating a perception that the 
whole ANC is corrupt.  

The Integrity Commission 
recommends that:
(a) Every leader of the ANC must 

be vetted across the board;

(b) Those who represent the ANC 
in legislatures and councils 
must also be vetted and sub-
ject themselves to a lifestyle 
audit. Each one of them must 
have at least a minimum lev-
el of education. These mea-
sures should be carried out in 
a manner that doesn’t leave 
an impression of an elitist or 
anti-poor organisation.This 
proposal is made because 
anyone who becomes a mem-
ber of parliament or council is 
expected to have a level of po-
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The ANC must develop 
strict rules on how 

to prohibit this disease of 
use of money for 

electoral process in 
its ranks.

‘‘



...those who aspire 
to positions of 

leadership must go 
through the eye of 

the needle.‘‘
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litical expertise and to be able 
to deal with policy documents, 
legislation and budgets. This 
requires some level of basic 
education and a commitment 
to ongoing learning;

(c) The current leadership is riv-
en by divisions and factions. 
Social distance and links with 
the people is now brittle. Even 
with a crisis, as the situation 
presents itself today, with re-
gard to the Zondo Commis-
sion revelations, we sadly do 
not find a leadership touched 
or pricked into action. Life 
simply continues as normal. 
The people are cynical and 
now define the movement as 
corrupt. The many different 
voices and opinions from the 
leadership create confusion;

(d) An ethical and upright lead-
ership must be a leadership 
defined by its commitment 
to changes in the quality of 
life of the people, and not be 
centred on self-enrichment. In 
relation to this, the measure-
ment for criteria must be de-
veloped; and

(e) There must be a communica-
tion strategy to address this 
situation and stem the tide of 
negativity against the ANC

Conclusion
The IC welcomes the newly 
formed ANC Electoral Committee 
and is confident that it will ensure 
an open and transparent system 
of selection of leadership in the 
ANC where capacity, skill and 
commitment are the determinant 
factors.

The issue of money at elective 
platforms of the ANC not only 

Top 6 National Officials as elected at the 54th National Conference in NASREC

blunts branches but also blunts 
the leadership’s ability to execute 
its historic mission. It is hoped that 
the new membership system, may 
bring about welcome improve-
ments. But it is not going to solve 
the problem.

The ranks of the ANC must be 
composed of persons with in-
tegrity whose mission is to serve 
the people and bring them a bet-
ter life.  Division at leadership 
echelons and in the ranks and 
structures of the organisation ul-
timately leads to the collapse of 
the organisation. In other words, 
the ranks of the ANC cannot and 
must not be filled by those whose 
interest is opposed to the interest 
of the people. 

The key and fundamental agenda 
of the ANC and all its members is 
that the party must live and lead 
South Africa to become a society 
in which ultimately all will be free 
of want. This is the historic mis-
sion of the ANC. For this to hap-
pen, those who aspire to positions 
of leadership must go through the 
eye of the needle.
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n By Ronald Lamola

101 Years of Robert Resha: 
A TRIBUTE 

ONE of the finest revo-
lutionaries in the con-
gress movement, Cde 
Robert Resha, would 

have celebrated 101 years on 
09 March 2021 had he still being 
alive. He was described in histor-
ical records as a brave, thought-
ful, powerful orator and a radical 
activist. 

Cde Resha was often mentioned 
in the same breath as comrades 
such as Alfred Nzo and Johnny 
Makhatini, who were renowned 
internationalists. Such a descrip-
tion of Comrade Resha mirrors 
or reflects the character of most 
firebrand leaders of the ANC 
such as Anton Lembede, Oliver 
Tambo, Nelson Mandela and Pe-
ter Mokaba. Cde Resha should 
inspire those of us who live in a 
post-apartheid South Africa not to 
massage the structural issues in 
our economy which reinforce both 
racial and class inequalities, and 
exacerbate the landlessness of 
our people. 

In memory of Cde Resha, we 
must dismantle structures that 
perpetuate the oppression of our 
people and address challeng-
es we have inherited, in a man-
ner which brings highly effective 
solutions. The generation of Cde 
Resha confronted the apartheid 

regime in a manner which went 
beyond the slogan, Freedom in 
Our Lifetime. They never com-
promised the struggle for a free 
and democratic South Africa they 
envisioned. They endured torture, 
lengthy prison sentences by an il-
legitimate regime and exile. Amid 
all this, they did not surrender; 
they understood that the struggle 
for a free South Africa needed to 
unfold and it is through their activ-
ism, that today, we have democra-
cy in South Africa. Unfortunately, 
Cde Resha like many other activ-
ists, did not reach freedom in his 
lifetime.   After being acquitted at 

the 1956 Treason Trial, he was ex-
iled. He became a representative 
of the ANC, serving in Algiers and 
other ANC offices abroad.  On nu-
merous occasions, he spoke on 
behalf of the ANC before the Unit-
ed Nations committees. 

He unfortunately died in London 
on 7 December 1973.  His life 
though, was well lived.  As an ac-
tivist journalist, he wrote for vari-
ous progressive newspapers and 
in that vein, Comrade Resha is 
mentioned along the likes of John 
Tengo Jabavu, who published the 
first black owned newspaper, Imvo 

Comrade Robert Resha with Comrade OR Tambo
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Zabantsundu in 1884, Solomom 
Tshekisho Plaatje who published 
Koranta ea Becoana in 1901, 
AK Soga and Walter Rubusana 
who both published Izwi Labantu 
in 1897, and John Langalibalele 
Dube who published Ilanga lase 
Natal in 1903 to mention but a few.

It is perhaps an indictment on us, 
this generation, that in our forma-
tive years of our democracy, we 
have not been able to revive or 
maintain this heritage of progres-
sive journalists and publications.  
On the contrary, our media indus-
try remains highly concentrated in 
the hands of private capital.  The 
schools of journalism also do not 
bear the names and ideological 
ethos of Dube, Tengo or Resha. 

In honour of this generation, we 
should begin to reimagine the me-
dia fraternity as it seeks to rede-
fine itself in the era of online and 
social media.  Media plurality is 
paramount now more than ever.  
The need to interact with verified 
factual information and debates 
is no longer a luxury; it is directly 
linked to the sustainability of our 
democracy. 

As the South African media land-
scape evolves, this evolution must 
be located within the rural and dig-

ital divide. One of the things which 
is becoming more apparent in the 
digital age, is that false news is 
likely to spread six times faster 
than accurate news.  We should 
be able to analyse what impact 
this has on the marginalised and 
the poor, who may inadvertent-
ly interact with it and act on the 
basis of false information. False 
news is also spread to vilify and 
assassinate characters of com-
rades and this is what we must 
guard against.  As cadres of the 
ANC, we should nip this foreign 
tendency in the bud. Information 
distorters must be isolated.

As a nation, we appreciate the 
role that various journalists have 
played in the country through in-
vestigative journalism and for 
exposing malfeasance and cor-
ruption. The media has at times 
been the mirror through which 
we view our own developments 
and enforce accountability to cit-
izens.  This is the space that we 
need to protect.   Generations of 
journalists like Comrade Resha, 
under very difficult conditions, laid 
the foundation for a free and inde-
pendent media that is not biased 
and mired on propaganda.  They 
wanted the media to reflect the 
diverse views of our communi-
ties and also inform citizens in a 

manner which raises their political 
consciousness. It is this level of 
consciousness that gave rise to 
mass support for protests which 
led to the ushering of freedom and 
democracy in South Africa.  

The same consciousness must 
empower citizens to be activists 
and deepen democracy in our 
country and usher a new era of 
human rights for all. When society 
is politically conscious, our people 
will unite in the fight against gen-
der based violence and femicide. 
They will know that rights of wom-
en should never be trampled.  

In remembrance of Cde Resha, 
let us collectively reinvent our 
economy and make our democ-
racy tangible for all. In the era of 
information communication tech-
nology, let us through innovation, 
forge new socio economic pacts 
which will alleviate some of the 
struggles our people are confront-
ed with. We must also close ranks 
and never allow any reactionary 
or populist politics which are now 
a yardstick for radicalism to pre-
vail.  Let us be ceased with imple-
menting programmes which usher 
Economic Freedom in our Life-
time which must be understood 
in the context of socio-economic 
transformation. 

Comrade Resha (centre) with Comrade Madiba on a visit hosted by freedom fighters in Algiers
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n By Alvin Botes

Oliver Reginald Tambo conferred 
with the Francisco de Miranda 

Order, in the First Class 
posthumously by the 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

WE are elated and hon-
oured as a country 
that Oliver Tambo has 
been awarded the 

prestigious Francisco de Miranda 
Order (First Class) by the Bolivar-
ian Republic of Venezuela, on 3 
March 2021. We recall that in the 
statement by Oliver Tambo on ac-
cepting the Simon Bolivar award 
on behalf of Nelson Mandela, in 
Caracas on 24 July 1983, he said 
“we feel we have acquired the 
right to inscribe on our battle stan-
dards these immortal words that 
Simon Bolivar wrote in 1812:  “Be 
not insensible to the cries of your 
brothers...give life to the dying, 
bring freedom to the oppressed 
and liberty to all.” 

This statement epitomised the mo-
ment when OR Tambo proclaimed 
that we are part of the world that 
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sought to achieve freedoms and 
liberation for countless numbers 
of people and countries that were 
experiencing the yoke of exploita-
tion, oppression, segregation and 
the brutality of apartheid.  South 
Africa’s foreign policy imperatives 
is premised on four concentric 
circles, which are Pan African-
ism, Global South Solidarity, 
North-South Cooperation and 
strengthening Multi-lateralism. 

This gesture by Venezuela is 
a testament and underpins the 
centrality of South-South unity, 
premised on our shared reality 
as developing states, and our 
common responsibility to loudly 
proclaim our denunciation when 
an injustice is perpetuated against 
an oppressed people.

South Africa stands firm in its con-
viction and commitment, that the 
plight of the people of the Bolivari-
an Republic of Venezuela is inter-
twined with the reality and plight 
of Africa and the South African 
people. 

South Africa commits to continue 
to be the flag-bearer on multilat-
eralism, and to negate from any 
conduct, posture or sentiment 
which seeks to fortify unilater-
al action. These commitments 
enshrines our value proposition 
to the rest of the world, a deep 
sense to always err on the side of 
the most vulnerable. 

Today, we witness the confer-
ring of this prestigious award 
to one of South Africa’s fore-
most heroes.  A man who’s name 
denotes the struggle for freedom 
and justice; a man who fought for 
the liberation of all South Africans 
and a man who cherished a bet-
ter South Africa in which all live 
in peace and harmony.  Comrade 
O.R. left us a significant and en-
during heritage, which enhanced 

our new constitution, contributed 
to the inclusive and equitable pol-
icies of our democratically elect-
ed government, and affirmed the 
abiding vision of the ANC itself.

The bestowing on OR Tambo 
of the posthumous award of the 
Francisco de Miranda Order 
(First Class), is a prodigious trib-
ute to OR Tambo the Internation-
alist and acknowledges the role 
Frontline States played in the 
struggle against Colonial occu-
pation in Africa, and in the An-
ti-Apartheid Struggle in South 
Africa. 

We must therefore congratulate 
all other distinguished and wor-
thy recipients of the Francisco 
de Miranda Order and recognise 
the role played by these legends 
and doyens of the struggle for a 
peaceful and prosperous Africa. 
We extend congratulations to:

1. Samuel Daniel Shafiishuna 
“Sam” Nujoma, Founding 
Father of the Republic of Na-
mibia.

2. Joaquim Chissano, former 
President of the Republic of 
Mozambique.

3. Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, 
Vice-Ministry and Minister for 
International Relations and 
Cooperation of the Republic of 
Namibia.

4. Oppah Chamu Zvipange 
Muchinguri Kashiri, Minister 
of Defence of the Republic of 
Zimbabwe.

5.  Luzia Inglés Van-Dúnem, 
President of the Angolan 
Women’s Organization, and 
General of the Armed Forces 
of the Republic of Angola.

In reflecting on our heritage and 
paying tribute to Oliver Tambo, the 
revolutionary thinker, humanist 
and mentor, we recall one of his 
most profound quotes “It is our re-
sponsibility to break down barriers 
of division and create a country 
where there will be neither whites 
nor blacks, just South Africans, 
free and united in diversity”. In 
contemporary context and what 
COVID-19 has taught us “the peo-
ple of the world are one and we 
must break down the barriers of 
narrow nationalism”. 

South Africa acknowledge that 
this special gesture by President 
Nicolás Maduro, strengthens the 
bond of companionship with Pres-
ident Ramaphosa and our peo-
ples. President Cyril Ramaphosa 
wishes to acknowledge and ap-
preciate the hand of friendship 
extended by President Nicolás 
Maduro.

The 8th commemoration of the 
death of former President Hugo 
Chavez on 5 March 2013, should 
serve as an occasion to celebrate 
these giants of struggles. 

Alvin Botes is an NEC member and 
Deputy Minister of International Rela-
tions and Cooperation 

Venezuelan revolutionary 
Francisco de Miranda
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n By JP Louw

Mme Charlotte – Embodiment of Worldly 
Women’s Commemoration

STANFORD Social Innova-
tion Review, an award-win-
ning magazine and website 
that covers cross-sector 

solutions to global problems, ar-
gues that it takes three kinds of 
leaders to bring social innovation 
to life. These being an agitator, in-
novator, and orchestrator.

An agitator creates public aware-
ness of specific individuals or 
groups’ concerns. Innovators de-
fine actionable solutions that will 
attend to the said concerns. Or-

chestrators coordinate actions 
across groups, organisations, 
and sectors to scale the proposed 
solution. 

And when you have all three in 
one person who is also first in line 
to get what needs to happen done, 
we use terminology such as trail-
blazer. And if Trailblazer were a 
person, it would be Mme Charlotte 
Manye Maxeke.

At a time when the world’s atten-
tion will be drawn to this year’s an-

nual International Women’s Day 
on the 08th March, it becomes 
prudent to emulate and speak 
into present day lived experiences 
that embodies the spirit of Mme 
Charlotte. And this we must do not 
just for its sake, but to encourage 
many of us to strive for the type of 
country and world she professed.

In what could mistakenly be mis-
read as the UN Women’s attempt 
to also commemorate Mme Char-
lotte Maxeke’s 150th birthday, the 
theme for this year’s International 
Women’s Day is “Women in Lead-
ership: Achieving an Equal Future 
in a COVID-19 World”. And when 
explaining this theme, UN Women 
states that “the theme celebrates 
the tremendous efforts by wom-
en and girls around the world in 
shaping a more equal future and 
recovery from the COVID-19 pan-
demic.”

It further explains that the theme “is 
also aligned with the priority theme 
of the 65th session of the Com-
mission on the Status of Women”. 
This session’s theme is “Women’s 
full and effective participation and 
decision-making in public life, as 
well as the elimination of violence, 
for achieving gender equality and 
the empowerment of all women 
and girls”

continues on page 23
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Local Businesses empowered 
by new SEZ

MORALE is high at the 
Tshwane Automotive 
Special Economic 
Zones (SEZ) con-

struction site as companies aim 
to meet their June 2021 deadline, 
but none more than in Moago 
Construction’s camp.

It is difficult to miss the passion in 
Mr Benny Serepong, as he talks 
about the involvement of his com-
pany in the construction of the 
Tshwane Automotive Special Eco-
nomic Zone (TASEZ). He is ener-
gised by the fast pace on site, as 
all players work tirelessly to meet 
the June 2021 deadline for com-
pletion, and he hopes the project 
contributes towards changing and 
accelerating the pace at which in-
frastructure projects are done in 
the country. 

Having been in the construction 
business for the past 18 years, his 
company, Moago Construction, is 
one of the small business enter-
prises that are benefiting through 
sub-contracting opportunities in 
the TASEZ initiative. 

What is being built is a massive 
Special Economic Zone that will 
house a number of automotive 
component manufacturers, who 

will supply parts to Ford Motors 
Company South Africa (FMCSA). 
This will ultimately boost Ford’s 
ambition to become the world’s 
largest Ford Ranger pickup plant.

President Cyril Ramaphosa 
launched this R4.3-billion initiative 
in November last year. The proj-
ect brings together three spheres 
of government – the Department 
of Trade, Industry and Competi-
tion (the dtic), Gauteng Provin-
cial Government and the City of 
Tshwane – in a partnership with 

the private sector through Ford. 
The SEZ is situated next to Ford 
headquarters in Silverton near 
Mamelodi and Nellmapius town-
ships. 

Serepong’s Moago Construc-
tion was recently appointed for 
a short-term contract to do bulk 
earthworks at the construction 
site. 

Serepong is passionate about 
construction, and credits his uncle 
for infusing the love for the indus-

Launch of the Tshwane Automotive Special economic Zones by President 
Ramaphosa, November 2020
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try from a young age. He learnt 
the skills and tricks of the trade 
while working for him to make 
ends meet for his poor family. He 
tried to refocus his attention else-
where and to make a living differ-
ently later, by studying Industrial 
Psychology up to Honours level. 
He further pursued Leadership 
Development studies with the IN-
SEAD Business School in France 
but found it difficult to resist the 
urge to follow his first love – con-
struction. 

The TASEZ contract has enabled 
Serepong’s company to offer 
short-term employment to 39 peo-
ple; 70% are from the local areas 
of Mamelodi and Nellmapius. 

“The workers we have employed 
are a blend of unskilled, semi-
skilled and fully skilled individuals 
on the ground to do operations 
and administration work on site. 

“The contract also affords us to 
bring in 30% of our own workers, 
so I have also brought in profes-
sionals from my own company, 
among them, civil engineers and 
quantity surveyors.” 

Moago Construction is a grade 
7 level company through which 
Serepong has garnered extensive 
experience building luxury private 
houses in some of Gauteng’s sub-
urbs. He has also been involved 
in several government projects 
over the years, building schools, 
libraries and health facilities.

He believes the TASEZ is an ex-
cellent initiative which will contrib-
ute to economic growth and job 
creation in the country. 

“Private-Public Partnerships such 
as this one are critical in igniting 
the economy of the country. 

“I am happy to see that the local 
community was consulted exten-
sively in this project. “It has made 
our work easy as we have not ex-
perienced any interruptions due to 
public complaints.

“I feel energised by the tight dead-
lines set for completion of this 
work. Staff morale on site is quite 
high and I believe strongly that as 
a country we should adopt this 
fast pace in all infrastructure proj-

ects and make it a dominant cul-
ture,” says Serepong. 

During a site inspection in Sep-
tember, the Director General of 
the DTIC, Mr Lionel October, re-
vealed that all plans were on track 
to finish all construction work by 
June next year. There has also 
been a very clear direction by 
government to ensure the proj-
ect opens up opportunities for 
Small, Micro and Medium Enter-
prise (SMME) operators, with an 
estimated R25-million set aside 
for their training, mentorship and 
support.

In this project, government’s lo-
calisation policy imperatives have 
been surpassed and currently 
45% local businesses have been 
empowered in the construction 
phase. Once operational, the SEZ 
is expected to create more than 8 
500 jobs and up to 70% of those 
jobs will go to local residents of 
Mamelodi and surrounding areas 
in Pretoria.

First published in Business Update, 
Issue 18

Benny Serepong at the construction site of the Tshwane Automotive Special Zones
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Highlights of the Response by the WC Leader of the Opposition 
Cameron Dugmore to the SOPA Address

18 February 2021

THOSE that do not have 
access to agricultural 
land, who don’t have title 
to land for housing, who 

are not owners of the Overberg 
and Provincial economy, are in 
the main people who were clas-
sified as Coloured and African. 
These two communities were ac-
tually the victims of Apartheid and 
Colonialism and their life chances 
are affected by that legacy. The 
problem we have is that the party 
to which the Premier belongs, the 
DA, believes that race does not 
matter. 

We are not surprised that the DA 
continues to lose by-elections 
in George and Oudtshoorn. The 
people can see that the real prob-
lem is that the DA worries only 
that the wealthy, the elite, those 
that benefitted from Apartheid and 
Colonialism are taken care of. 

As the ANC we believe that farm-
workers and farmowners need to 
build a partnership which leads to 
shared prosperity. We believe that 
it is simply not sustainable or mor-
ally justifiable that less than 1% of 
Agricultural land in the province 
is in the hands of black farmers – 
Coloured, African and Indian. We 
too celebrate the record exports 
of fruit by farmers in our province. 

The Premier talks about jobs. He 

promised 20 000 jobs but says he 
could only deliver 7000. Why does 
the Premier never talk about the 
ownership of the provincial econ-
omy? The DA language is – be 
happy with a few jobs, leave the 
economy in our hands. 

Premier Winde claimed that South 
Africa was 40 million vaccines 
short. This is not true. Already our 
government has secured 9 million 
vaccines from Johnson and John-
son, 20 million from Pfizer, 12 mil-
lion from Covax. That is 41 million. 
Thus, there are over 40 million 
vaccines simply awaiting finalisa-
tion agreements for delivery with 
manufacturers. 

The Honourable Premier speaks 
about safety and dignity of health-
care workers that are overworked 
during the pandemic, suffer from 
emotional trauma only to have 
their premier advocate for the lift-
ing of the alcohol ban. Promises 
to do something about the harm of 
alcohol causes at so many levels 
remain empty promises. The Pre-
mier has become the shopstew-
ard of the alcohol industry. 

He cannot claim wellbeing as a 
priority when our classrooms con-
tinue to be overcrowded, 12 000 
learners remain unplaced and 
while classrooms in former mod-
el C schools stand empty. It is 
sad that the Premier did not once 
mention the serious challenge of 
racism in our province. 

After Brackenfell High School, 
which gripped our nation’s atten-
tion for weeks, and especially here 
in the Overberg where racism is 
so rife, the premier paid scant, in 
fact no, attention to this serious 
challenge. Today it may be apt to 
remind the Honourable Premier 
and his provincial government 
that race matters because the leg-
acy of colonialism and apartheid 
remain. 

Premier, if you want to do some-
thing for the community of Gena-

SOPA 2021 WESTERN CAPE
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dendal, I challenge you to actually 
come here and listen to the peo-
ple. Come here with the Minister 

of Agriculture, Land Affairs and 
Rural Development. Bring the 
provincial and national ministers 

Western Cape farm workers protesting against their living conditions

of tourism. This community has 
massive potential. It has skills, 
passion and commitment. There 
is a huge opportunity to work 
with the community, national and 
local government to speed up 
the TRANCA process so that the 
community can truly benefit from 
the thousands of hectares of land 
that are available. But it needs en-
gagement and working together. 

While we support SOPA being 
held in our communities, we ap-
peal to you to never allow a situ-
ation again where the community 
concerned are simply spectators 
and not allowed to make their 
voices heard.

Highlights of State of the Province Address delivered by 
Premier David Makhura  

23 February 2021

SOPA 2021 GAUTENG

IN Gauteng alone, over four 
hundred thousand people 
have contracted the coro-
navirus and most painfully, 

almost ten thousand have suc-
cumbed to COVID-19. Half-a-mil-
lion jobs have been lost and 42% 
of small businesses were forced 
to close with no prospect of ever 
re-opening. Those who contracted 
coronavirus can attest that, con-
trary to the views of denialists and 
conspiracy theorists, COVID-19 
is no ordinary flu. It is a painful 
and deadly disease. It does kill! 

We must be very grateful to the 
heroic healthcare workers who 
faced this vicious virus and fero-
cious pandemic with tremendous 
courage and resolve to save lives. 
We commend thousands of es-
sential workers such as the police, 
security officers, public servants, 
the military, agricultural workers, 
energy workers and workers in 
retail shops who kept the country 
going under difficult conditions of 
lockdown.

As the industrial hub of Sub-Sa-
haran Africa, the Gauteng City 
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Region has adopted a strategic 
posture of leading the way in the 
industrialisation and re-industri-
alisation agenda of our country 
and continent. To this end, the de-
velopment of the single multi-tier 
Special Economic Zones (SEZs) 
is the primary anchor of our indus-
trialisation agenda. It is our goal 
to have at least one SEZ in each 
district or metro, specializing in 
distinct sectors and industries in 
each corridor. 

The progress being made at the 
Tshwane Automotive Special Eco-
nomic Zone (TASEZ) is inspiring. 
The three spheres of government 
are investing R3.3 billion in in-
frastructure, which has unlocked 
R4.3 billion investment by suppli-
ers and a further R15.8 billion in-
vestment announced by Ford Mo-
tor Company on 8 February. This 
is the biggest foreign direct invest-

ment since the 2010 World Cup. 
TASEZ will produce over 200,000 
vehicles by 2022. 

One critical area of infrastructure 
investment is about building and 
ensuring access to high-speed in-
ternet. This is crucial for harness-
ing the opportunities of the fourth 
industrial revolution. We are im-
plementing the Gauteng Fourth 
Industrial Revolution (4IR) Growth 
and Digitalisation Strategy which 
has four pillars: Digital Infrastruc-
ture, Enabling Environment, En-
abling Technologies, and Human 
Capital Development. This will 
enable our City Region to build a 
dynamic digital economy that of-
fers employment to the youth and 
opportunities to entrepreneurs. 

Our province had the second 
highest number of learners who 
wrote exams for the National Se-

nior Certificate in 2020 
– 110 191 learners. We 
are pleased that despite 
all the odds of COVID-19, 
six Gauteng districts are in 
the top ten best perform-
ing districts in our country. 
Of the six, five are placed 
number 1-5 best perform-
ing districts. 

Since March 2020, a total 
of 2 919 operations were 
undertaken with other Law 
Enforcement Agencies, 
targeting various crimes 
including the illicit econo-
my, theft, counterfeit goods 
and GBV. It is for this rea-
son that the Gauteng pro-
vincial government has 
decided to provide addi-
tional resources to the law 
enforcement agencies. 

I am utterly perturbed 
by the increase in gen-
der-based violence and fe-
micide, the crimes against 
women and children. This 
underscores the reality 

that women are under siege and 
we must respond with all arse-
nal to completely put a stop to 
the violence and killing of women 
and children in our society. There 
should be no place to hide for men 
who abuse or kill women and chil-
dren in this beautiful province. We 
must find perpetrators of GBVF 
and bring them to book, regard-
less of their place or influence in 
Organisations and society.

During the fifth administration, we 
improved clean audit outcomes 
from 54% to 65% and the balance 
of the departments and entities 
obtained unqualified audit re-
ports. We eliminated disclaimers 
and adverse findings completely 
from the audit outcomes of the 
province because we cracked the 
whip. We will hold Accounting Of-
ficers answerable where there are 
poor audit outcomes.
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Highlights of State of the Province Address delivered by 
Premier Sisi Ntombela 

2 March 2021

OF the more than eight 
hundred and eighty-
nine million, nine hun-
dred sixty-nine thou-

sand rands (R889,969,000) spent 
in the procurement of Personal 
Protective Equipment, sixty-two 
percent of the enterprises that 
benefitted were blackowned, 22 
percent youth owned, 21 percent 
women owned, 1 percent were 
owned by military veterans and 
another 1 percent by persons with 
disability.

Manufacturing is the source of 
economic growth and we want to 
tap into its potential to grow this 
sector in the province. We have 
secured over one billion rands in-
vestment in the Maluti-a-Phofung 
Special Economic Zone. Although 

it is located in Maluti-a-Phofung, 
the Special Economic Zone is for 
the benefit of the entire province. 
Its success is the success of the 
province.

Our province is a great example 
that mining is a sunrise indus-
try in the country. Six companies 
are mining industrial minerals in 
Lejweleputswa. In addition, there 
are three coal mines that are op-
erating in the Sasolburg and Kop-
pies areas. These mines have a 
potential lifespan of almost two 
decades.

I want to thank our healthcare 
workers for the sterling work they 
are doing. Your love and dedi-
cation to the country continue to 
save lives. You are our heroes. 

To all our fallen healthcare work-
ers who have lost their lives to 
COVID-19, you will always be in 
our hearts. We pay tribute to your 
great deeds.

We have commenced with our 
programme to distribute land to 
our people. We have four thou-
sand, eight hundred and seven-
ty-two land parcels valued at over 
eleven billion rands. Of these to-
tal number of pieces of land, two 
thousand, six  hundred and twen-
ty-six have been earmarked to be 
transferred to the rightful benefi-
ciaries.

We have completed an audit of 
farms in the province with the 
view of making these available to 
our people, mainly the youth and 

SOPA 2021 FREE STATE

The Free State province managed to secure R1bn in investment for the 
Maluti-a-Phofung special economic zone. The Maluti-a-Phofung special 
economic zone was opened by former President Zuma on 25 April 2017.
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woman. Ninety-five farms that in-
clude resorts and nature conser-
vation areas have been identified.

We continue to be troubled by vi-
olence against women, girls and 
children. Violence against women 
needs to stop. We should not only 
speak about ending gender-based 
violence; we should end it. We 
need to act and act now.

We welcome the thirty-eight mil-
lion, two hundred and eighty-four 
thousand rands allocated for ECD 
workforce and compliance sup-
port workers as part of the Pres-
idential Employment Intervention 
Initiative. Eight thousand, six hun-
dred and thirty-seven additional 
ECD workers will be employed 
using this grant. Currently, eleven 
schools are at various stages of  
construction. 

Following the successful 4th In-
dustrial Revolution Summit in 
2019, we brought together the pri-
vate sector, civil society, academ-
ics and the public sector in one 
platform to chart a common vision 
for a digitised Free State. 

Our municipalities continue to 
provide basic services through 
the Municipal Infrastructure Grant 
to expand access to services for 
many of our people.

Attacking corruption remains high 
on our development agenda. We 
need to be transparent, effective 
and accountable to create trust in 
government. This we can achieve 
only when we are serious about 
the fight against corruption. We 
are cooperating with law enforce-
ment agencies in their investiga-
tions. I have instructed MECs to 
ensure that public servants doing 
business with the state as report-
ed by the Public Service Commis-
sion are dealt with accordingly.

Highlights of State of the Province Address 
delivered by the Premier 

Refilwe Mtsweni-Tsipane 
5 March 2021

THE Department of Health 
will continue to play a 
pivotal role in the fight 
against the COVID-19 

pandemic. This department was 
at the coal face in combating the 
spread of the virus and they did a 
sterling job.  We applaud the work 
of our frontline staff and emergen-
cy services for the commitment 
and dedication they have shown, 
placing their lives at risk to rescue 
ours. Some of them have paid the 
ultimate price for their dedication.

Agriculture was the least affect-
ed industry in 2020 due to the 
demand for agricultural products, 
proving once more that our Prov-
ince is an important contributor to 
the food basket of South Africa. 
This sector even experienced job 
gains during the hard lockdown 
period, as it recorded growth 
of more than 11% in the first 9 
months of 2020. 

One of our most important com-
mitments undertaken in the last 
SOPA address was the launching 
and operationalisation of the youth 
development fund.  We budgeted 
R50 million for the first phase of 
this programme. We called for the 

expression of interest from young 
people of Mpumalanga province. 
Thousands of them responded 
positively. This multiyear pro-
gramme invites numerous youth 
owned SMMEs to submit propos-
als outlining the growth and fund-
ing needs of their businesses. 
These enterprises are then pro-
vided with training and funding to 
grow the operational footprint. 

As a Province, we have created 
19 649 jobs through the Expand-
ed Public Works Programme. The 
main beneficiary of these oppor-
tunities were: 12 254 Women;  9 
239 Young people; and 159 Peo-
ple with disabilities.  Government 

SOPA 2021
MPUMALANGA
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is strengthening this programme 
so that it can also assist those 
who have lost their jobs due to the 
pandemic. 

To cushion the burden and assist 
small and emerging businesses, 
the government has launched the 
R1.2 billion Tourism Equity Fund 
aimed at improving the participa-
tion of black entrepreneurs in this 
sector. 141. The fund will boost 
black players in the industry in 
the next three years through grant 
or debt funding for companies 
owned largely by black women 
and disabled entrepreneurs. 

Mpumalanga province accounts 
for 83% of South Africa’s coal 
production and is the third larg-
est coal producing region in the 
world. We are delighted to an-
nounce that Uthaka Energy will 
commence work on developing 

an underground coal mine in the 
Wakkerstroom area within the 
Pixley ka Isaka Seme Local Mu-
nicipality. This project shall create 
576 jobs for the people in the sur-
rounding communities. 

As an ANC led government that 
listens and responds to what 
people say, we have released 33 
farms totaling to 8906 hectares 

throughout the Province. These 
farms are available for emerging 
farmers to lease on unused or un-
derutilized or vacant state land. As 
government we are offering our 
previously disadvantaged farmers 
30 year leasehold with an option 
to buy. 

We will continue to provide top 
structures for the most vulnerable 
members of our society including 
the elderly, child headed homes, 
people living with disabilities, 
Gender Based Violence survivors 
who have no means to provide for 
themselves and other vulnerable 
groups. We will continue with our 
preparations for integrated Hu-
man Settlement mega projects by 
pushing forward with township de-
velopments.

The latest crime statistics paint a 
disturbing picture that suggests 
that whilst there has been a de-
crease in all other forms of crime, 
contact crime which includes 
murder, sexual assault property 
crime and other serious crimes 
are on the increase. Unfortunate-
ly Mpumalanga was amongst the 
worst affected provinces in the 
country. A significant part of this 
crime involves Gender Based Vi-
olence. Criminals live amongst 
us, socialize with us and commit 
some of these crimes in our full 
view. We urge our people to report 
criminals to the police. 

Some of the industries in Mpumalanga



3. What can women take away 
from former leaders such as the 
likes of Mme Florence Mopho-
sho on her centenary, as well 
as Mme Lillian Ngoyi on her one 
hundred and tenth anniversary?
These magnificent heroines of our 
struggle were selfless servant of 
the people. They never associated 
themselves with greediness and 
petty politics of character assas-
sination. They were comrades in 
theory and in practice. 

Mme Liiian Ngoyi was one of the 
principal leaders of 20,000 strong 
women’s march on the Union 
Buildings in Pretoria to protest 
the pass laws. Mme Florence Mo-
phosho organised for the 1955 
Congress of the People, the cam-
paigns against passes for women 
and the 1957 Alexander boycott.  
We need to emulate them.
 

4. What would you like to see 
more from women, as we com-
memorate  Human Rights Month 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the scourge of GBVF and 
LGBTQI+?
I would like to see the unity of 
women and LGBTQI+ communi-
ties across all political, racial and 
class lines.  I’d like to see men, 
young and old fighting side by side 
with women against gender based 
violence and femicide.  
 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: 

Meokgo MatubaQ&A
n By Leo Ndabambi

1. Please tell us about yourself 
as the Secretary General of the 
Women’s League in the ANC, 
Mme Meokgo Matuba?
I serve with the collective of ded-
icated and committed NEC mem-
bers of the ANCWL. My role as the 
Secretary General is insignificant 
without working together with all 
the Officials of the ANCWL and 
the entire NEC. I am humbled to 
have been tasked by the member-
ship of the ANCWL to serve as the 
Secretary General. It is a privilege 
that I will not take for granted. The 
organization belongs to the entire 
membership; mine is just to do 
the day to day administration and 
ensuring that their organization is 
functioning effectively.

I am serving at the behest of the 
members and their marching or-
ders remains supreme. As the 
Secretary General, I am so privi-
leged to serve with the NEC which 
is passionate and committed to 
mobilise, organise and unite South 
African Women to participate in 
the struggle for the total liberation 
of all oppressed groups and to 
combat discrimination in the public 
and private life and institutions. It 
is also to to work actively towards 
the dismantling of the patriarchal 
system, the elimination of laws, 
customs, practices and structures 
which militate against equality and 
to oppose any strengthening of pa-
triarchy.

2. What can you tell us about 
the theme of “Unity, Renewal 
and Reconstruction in the year 
of Charlotte Maxeke”.
There is nothing that women can 
achieve without being united. Uni-
ty of purpose is sacrosanct. Mme 
Charlotte Maxeke was a unifier. 
Her focus was almost always on 
the needs and aspirations of Af-
rican women. In her memory we 
must renew and reconstruct our 
organisation and the entire social 
fabric of the society. In terms of 
fighting gender inequalities, we 
will need to walk hand in hand, 
heart to heart, mind to mind, stay-
ing firmly within the message. We 
need each other more than ever 
before. 

Comrade Meokgo Matuba
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5. How did South Africans cel-
ebrate International Women’s 
Day?
As the ANCWL, we used that as 
platform to launch young pioneers 
programs called Masupatsela 
(Pathfinders). We will be rolling out 
this program in all the Provinces, 
Regions and Wards.

6. Please tell us about the proud-
est moment in your life thus far.
It was when the ANCWL resolved 
to have a female candidate to con-
test for the ANC Presidency. It was 
the proudest moment of my life. 
History will record the current NEC 
leadership and the entire mem-
bership of the ANCWL as a gen-
eration that shattered the glass 
ceiling in the internal politics of the 
ANC. We shook political maleoc-
racy. Our decision has motivated a 
lot of women in South Africa and 
across the whole African continent 
to  contest for positions at all levels 
of leadership within and outside 
politics. We have sent a clear mes-
sage that we are equal citizens.

 
7. What is your motto?
Never harbor resentment. 
Hatred is more corrosive to 
the heart of its landlord.
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Also important to mention is UN 
Women’s articulation about wom-
en standing at the front lines of 
the COVID-19 crisis, as health 
care workers, caregivers, innova-
tors, community organisers and as 
some of the most exemplary and 
effective national leaders in com-
bating the pandemic. The world’s 
crisis emanating from the spread 
of COVID-19 has highlighted both 
the centrality of women’s contribu-
tions and the disproportionate bur-
dens they carry.

At the crux of Mme Charlotte’s 
endeavours was the realisation 
of a just and fair world and coun-
try. The type of dispensation UN 
Women refers to in this year’s In-
ternational Women’s Day theme 
is by including terms such “lead-
ership”, “achieving”, “equal” and 
“future”. 

Realisation of South Africa’s Eco-

nomic Reconstruction and Recov-
ery Plan announced by President 
Cyril Ramaphosa on 15th October 
2020 talks to a future of equality 
that will require leadership if it is to 
be achieved – interestingly aligned 
to areas of emphasis from this 
year’s International Women’s Day 
theme as women and society at 
large are confronted by the calam-
ities of COVID-19.  Through the 
realisation of this recovery plan, 
women should claim their rightful 
space in the mainstream economy 
as they lead us all towards a post-
COVID dispensation.  

That is how the trailblazing spirit 
and essence of the founder and 
first President of the Bantu Wom-
en’s League as well as President 
of the National Council of African 
Women, Mme Charlotte Manye 
Maxeke, will live on into our fu-
tures. 

continued from page 13

MME CHARLOTTE – EMBODIMENT OF 
WORLDLY WOMEN’S COMMEMORATION

This work is not for 
ourselves – kill that 
spirit of self and do 
not live above your 
people but live with 
them. If you can rise, 
bring someone with 
you.

Charlotte Maxeke
isithwalandwe/Seaparankoe

“

“
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n 13 March 1980 
Lillian Ngoyi passed on
Lillian Masediba Ngoyi, one of the 
four leaders of the 1956 Wom-
en’s March passed away on this 
day.  Born in 1911 in Pretoria, she 
worked as a nurse, a short stint as 
a domestic worker, and later as a 
textile worker, where she joined 
the Garment Workers Union. 
She was amongst the founding 
members of the ANC Women’s 
League, and became active in the 
Defiance campaign of the 1950s. 
She served on the ANC Transvaal 
executive, and was the first wom-
an to be elected to the National 
Executive Committee of the ANC 
in 1954,  a decade after the ANC 
opened full membership to wom-
en. She was elected the first pres-
ident of the Federation of South 
African Women, and a leader of 
the 1956 Women’s march. She 
was one of the 156 Treason Tri-
alists, and was detained and 
banned by the apartheid regime; 
newspapers were not allowed to 
quote her. Throughout her life, 
she remained active in the liber-
ation struggle and an icon of the 
women’s movement. 

n 13 March 1888 
De Beers Consolidated 
Mines formed
The hitherto monopoly over South 
African diamond trade was reg-
istered in Kimberley, with Barney 
Bernato at the helm. Cecil John 
Rhodes in 1871 bought shares 
into De Beers, and in 1929 Ernest 
Oppenheimer became De Beers 
board chair. Anglo America be-
came the largest shareholder in 
De Beers in 2011 when it bought 
into the Oppenheimer family stake 
of 40%. At some point, De Beers 
controlled between 80-90% of 
the rough diamonds trade in the 
world, but with new entrants, this 
is now 30-40%, and is still regard-
ed as the world’s ‘leading diamond 
company.’

n 13 March 2004 
Dullah Omar passed on
Dullah Mohamed Omar was born 
in Observatory, Cape Town on 26 
May 1934 and grew up in District 
Six. After matric he did a law de-
gree at UCT, became involved in 
the New Unity Movement and af-
ter gaining his LLB in 1957, went 

on to practice law, taking on po-
litical trials and human rights is-
sues. He was active in the New 
Unity Movement, but later joined 
the Rylands Civic Association and 
the National Association of Dem-
ocratic Lawyers (NADEL) - both 
became affiliates of the  United 
Democratic Front (UDF) in 1983. 
As a human rights lawyer, he rep-
resented Poqo, PAC, ANC, BCM 
and student activists, and was 
detained, surveilled and banned 
by the regime. He was elected 
as the UDF W.Cape chairperson 
and Vice President of Nadel in 
1987. Omar was the first Minister 
of Justice of the new South Africa 
and was later appointed Minister 
of Transport by President Thabo 
Mbeki. He died of cancer on 13 
March 2004 and is survived by his 
wife and three children.
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n 14 March 1982 
ANC London offices bombed
On this day the ANC headquarters 
in London, England, was bombed. 
General Johann Coetzee, former 
head of the South African securi-
ty police, and seven other police-
men, claimed responsibility and 
applied for amnesty before the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion. Coetzee’s accomplices were 
Craig Williamson, John McPher-
son, Roger Raven, Wybrand du 
Toit, John Adam, James Taylor 
and Eugene de Kock.

n 14 March 1984 

Koeberg nuclear 
power station became 
operational
Located on the West Coast, Koe-
berg provides Western Cape with 
electricity, contributing at some 
point 6.5% of South Africa’s elec-
tricity supply (in 2018 down to 
4%). According to Eskom (owner), 
it is the only nuclear power station 
in Africa with the largest turbine 
generators in the Southern Hemi-
sphere, and the most souther-
ly-situated nuclear power station 
in the world. The power station 
is surrounded by a 3 000-ha na-
ture reserve owned by Eskom, 
with over 150 different species of 
birds. The power plant’s original 
lifespan was until 2024, but recent 
upgrade puts it in commission un-
til 2024.

n 15 March 1954 
Ghetto Act passed
The Asiatic Land Tenure and In-

dian Representation Act (Act 28 
of 1946) was introduced on 15 
March 1946 and passed in June 
1946. This prevented Indians from 
occupying land outside certain 
exempted areas and forced them 
to live in certain restricted areas. 
In return for restrictions on land 
ownership, Indians were offered a 
limited form of parliamentary rep-
resentation, mainly through White 
representatives. This act, labelled 
the ‘Ghetto Act’ caused an out-
cry in the Indian community. Fol-
lowing this, Dr Yusuf Dadoo, with 
other younger leaders like G.M. 
Naiker, formed an anti-segrega-
tionist lobby which soon ousted 
the older leadership. Naiker be-
came the chairman of the Natal 
Indian Congress and Dadoo that 
of the Transvaal Indian Congress.

n 15 March 1961 
South Africa withdraws 
from the Commonwealth 
The Union of South Africa of 1910 
was still a British colony, but in Oc-
tober 1960 a referendum amongst 
whites was held on whether the 
country should become a repub-
lic, distancing itself from the Brit-
ish monarchy. 52% voted yes, 
and then Prime Minister Verwoerd 
informed the British, but still want-
ed to remain a member of the 
Commonwealth (an association 
for British colonies). African mem-
ber states, as well as India and 
Canada objected because of the 
apartheid policy.  Verwoerd on this 
day announced that South Africa 
will therefore leave the Common-
wealth. South Africa was invited 
to rejoin the Commonwealth with 
effect from January 1994. 

n 15 March 2015 
Collins Chabane dies in 
car accident
At the time of his passing on this 
day, Ohm Collins Chabane (15 

April 1960 – 15 March 2015) was a 
member of the National Executive 
Committee since 2007, a Mem-
ber of Parliament and Minister 
in the Presidency for Monitoring 
and Evaluation. Cde Collins was 
born in Xikundu village, Limpo-
po, matriculated from Shingwedzi 
High School and registered for a 
B.Sc degree at Turfloop Universi-
ty. His commitment to freedom of 
his people took precedent and he 
joined ANC underground activities 
at the age of seventeen (17), went 
into exile in May 1980 where he 
joined Umkhonto we Sizwe, re-
ceived military training in Angola 
and on his return  worked in the 
underground, until his arrest and 
sentence to Robben Island from 
1984 to 1990. In prison, he re-
sumed formal studies, obtaining 
a Diploma in Electrical Engineer-
ing from Technikon South Africa, 
started studying aviation, and lat-
er completed a Diploma in Man-
agement from Arusha in Tanzania. 
After his release from prison, he 
served as Provincial Secretary of 
the ANC in the Northern Province 
from 1990 to 1998 and was instru-
mental in the re-establishment of 
ANC structures in Limpopo Prov-
ince. After the dawn of democracy, 
he was a Member of Parliament, 
served as MEC in the Limpopo 
Provincial Government in 1998. 
As NEC member, he served in the 
Constitutional committee.
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n 16 March 1892 
Dr JS Maroka born

Dr James Sebe Moroka, medical 
doctor, landowner and politician 
who was elected President-Gen-
eral of the African National Con-
gress (ANC) from 1949 to 1952, 
was born in Thaba Nchu, Or-
ange Free State. He was a great 
grandson of Chief Moroka I of the 
Barolong Boo Moroka at Thaba 
Nchu. 

n 16 March 1984
SA and Mozambique sign 
Nkomati Accord

Mozambique signed the Nkomati 
Accord with apartheid South Afri-
ca – a non-aggression pact where 
the South African government un-
dertook no longer to support the 
RENAMO rebel group and the 

Mozambique government under-
took to no longer harbour the liber-
ation movements (ANC and PAC).  
President Samora Machel signed 
this accord under great pressure, 
with RENAMO engaged in a civil 
war and the SADF incursions into 
Mozambique. The Nkomati ac-
cord did not last long, with further 
invasions by SADF.

n 16 March 1994
New Flag and National 
Anthem Unveiled

The Transitional Executive Coun-
cil unveiled South Africa’s new “in-
terim” national flag and Die Stem 
and Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika as joint 
national anthems, and the flag 
was first flown on 27 April 1994, 
when all South Africans went to 
the polls to elect a government, 
for the first time in the country’s 
history. The flag and anthem were 
adopted as national symbols.

n 17 March 1820 
British Settlers arrive in 
South Africa
After the Napoleonic wars, Britain 
experienced a serious unemploy-
ment problem; to solve this prob-
lem, it started sending settlers to 
its colonies. The first British Set-
tlers arrived in South Africa on 
17 March 1820, in Table Bay on 
board the Nautilus and the Chap-
man, till then a Dutch colony, and 
started the process of the British 
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takeover of South Africa, espe-
cially the Cape colony and Natal.  
This first group was sent to Algoa 
Bay, later Port Elizebeth, now 
Gherbeha. They were sent to set-
tle in the Eastern Cape, as a buf-
fer against the amaXhosa and to 
boost the English-speaking pop-
ulation. The settlers were given 
farms and equipment to support 
them, near Bathurts. Others con-
tinued on to Natal (now KwaZulu 
Natal). This period saw one of the 
largest stages of British settle-
ment in Africa, and approximately 
4,000 Settlers arrived in the Cape, 
in around 60 different parties, be-
tween April and June 1820. 

n 17 March 2000 
First National Lottery 
begins
The first national lottery started in 
South Africa, with its slogan Tha-
tha maChance, Thatha maMil-
lions. A percentage of proceeds 
of the Lottery goes towards arts, 
sports, culture and community de-
velopment, and it is regulated by 
the National Lottery Commission.

n 18 March 1963 
Guinea-Bissau gains 
Independence 
Guinea-Bissau, the home of Am-
iclar Cabral, launched its war of 
independence against Portugal 
(joined by Cabo Verde). Guin-
ea-Bissau is in West Africa, and 
borders Senegal and Guinea, 
with a population of just under 2 
million people. Historically, the ter-
ritory was part of the Kaaba/Nga-
bou Empire (1537–1867),  part of 
the Mali Empire, until being colo-
nized by the Portuegese from the 
16th century. Cabral and others 
formed the Partido Africano da 
Independência da Guiné e Cabo 
Verde (PAIGC), which conduct-
ed an armed liberation struggle 
against colonialisation. 
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n 18 March 1979 
Government claims 
responsibility for Mduli’s 
death in detention

The South African government 
admitted responsibility for the 
death of the African National Con-
gress (ANC) member, Joseph 
Mdluli (50), on 19 March 1976 
and agreed to pay damages to his 
family. A claim for loss of support 
by Mdluli’s widow against the Min-
ister of Justice and police was set-
tled out of court. She received the 
amount of R28 616. Joseph Mdluli 
died of an injury to his neck while 
being detained in Durban secu-
rity headquarters. His death oc-
curred just a day after his arrest in 
connection with the 1976 Gwala 
treason trial. Four security police-
men were charged with culpable 
homicide, namely Mr Frederick 
Van Zyl, Col. A.R.C. Taylor, Mr 
Mandlakayise Patrick Makhanya 
and Mr Zabulon Ngobese. During 
their trial, they claimed that Mdluli 
had tried to escape and had fall-
en over a chair. A pathologist pre-
sented evidence disputing the po-
lice version. All four accused were 
acquitted on 25 October 1976, the 
fifth day of the trial. The presiding 
judge said there was insufficient 
evidence to connect them directly 
to the death. He called for further 
investigation.

n 19 March 1998 
First black cricketer to 

represent SA in a test 
match

Makhaya Ntini becomes the first 
black cricketer to represent South 

Africa in a test match, played at 
Newlands, Cape Town.

n 19 March 1999 
Gadaffi sets date to hand 
over Lockerby suspects
Libya, led by Brother Leader 
Gadaffi sets a date to hand over 
the two Lockerbie suspects, in a 
letter to the UN Secretary General 
by 6 April 1999. The date is con-
firmed in a letter to the UN Secre-
tary-General, Kofi Annan. This fol-
lowed engagements on the issue 
by President Nelson Mandela.

INTERNATIONAL DAYS

13–19 March 2021
Source: https://www.un.org

n 14 March
International Day of Mathematics
Mathematics plays an important role in such areas as artificial intelli-
gence, climate change, energy, economics, business, social and sus-
tainable development, and to improving the quality of life in both the 
developed and the developing worlds.  The theme for 2021 is “Mathe-
matics for a Better World”.

n 15 March
World Consumer Rights Day
The day raises awareness about the rights of consumers, in the face of 
often powerful companies and brands, which needs to be held account-
able. This often requires government regulations, for example, through 
the SA Bureau of Standards and/or specific legislation around labeling 
of products and more generally, the Consumer Protection Act of 2008, 
in order to “promote a fair, accessible and sustainable marketplace for 
consumer products and services.”  The theme for 2021 - #BetterDig-
italWorld -  focuses on access to digital products which protects the 
information and privacy of consumers, that act against cyber-bullying, 
fake news and protect minors.

n 19 March
International Sleep Day
With the 2021 theme of Regular Sleep, Healthy Future, the day focuses 
on the importance of sleep to our physical and emotional well-being, 
and to various sleeping disorders.
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BOOK REVIEW By Fébé Potgieter-Gqubule

The Gender Pay Gap: 
A Guide for the Already Converted 

by Anita Bosch 
(2020, University of Stellenbosch)

IN the week that we celebrat-
ed International Women’s 
Day, News24 carried a story 
with the headline: “Gender 

pay gap: 20% of men think that 
media reports about it is ‘fake 
news.’”! So, clearly this Guide is 
not for them. 

The number of women in the ‘for-
mal labour force’ has been grow-
ing since the second half of the 
20th century, and more women 
are pursuing further higher edu-
cation than ever before. We use 
‘formal labour force’ in brackets, 
because we know women (and 
girls) have always been working – 
in the fields growing food, rearing 
children, keeping homes, looking 
after the sick, elderly and disabled 
– the list goes on. 

The Guide, which was sponsored 
by the Women’s Development 
Bank, is upfront on its purpose: 
“Around the world, women are 
paid less than men are paid. This 

guide explores why this matters, 
and what we can do to change it. 
“  Bosch therefore argues that the 
gender pay gap, the gap between 
what men and women are paid for 
work of equal value, is an import-
ant indicator of both equity and 
equality. “If men and women get 

equal pay for equal work, it is like-
ly that society values both gen-
ders equally. On the other hand, 
a large gender pay gap is a signal 
that society is not equal and fair. “

The Guide explains how the gen-
der pay gap is defined and calcu-
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lated at an individual level, and at 
an aggregate/collective level and 
the use of a gender pay gap audit 
as a tool towards greater equality 
and equity.   It also looks at legis-
lation and policies in South Africa 
that have an impact on narrowing 
the gap.

One of the chapters focuses on 
the reasons for the gender pay 
gap, and is divided into three cat-
egories, of 

• Nature of work (looking at ed-
ucation, job sector, industry, 
unionization, managerial lev-
el);  

• Nurture, how women are so-
cialized (subject choices at 
school, maternity leave, family 

friendly policies, tax and invest-
ment schemes, performance 
rewards, work experience); 
and 

• What women think of them-
selves and men: for example 
that men place a higher value 
on money, are more competi-
tive, self-confident, and ambi-
tious, whilst women are more 
conscientious and are more 
agreeable). 

Although I agree with the fact that 
the reasons for the gender pay 
gap is ‘complex’ according to the 
author, the explanations fail to 
place the structural and even so-
cialisation at the door of patriar-
chal structures and systems. So, 
the impressions is created that it 

Extract from “The Guide”...

is women’s choices, rather than 
structural factors, which contrib-
ute to the gender gap. 

The final section of the Guide 
“Time for Change” looks at what 
can be done by companies, activ-
ists and employees to close the 
gender pay gap, including making 
sure that laws are implemented 
and enforced. 

Although the Guide has some 
problematic aspects, it is a criti-
cal contribution to the discussion 
about the gender pay gap.  As 
WTO Executive Director, Dr Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala said: “Get anyone 
you know talking about gender 
stereotypes. These false assump-
tions cannot survive being held up 
to the light of day.” 
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Mesopotamia         Egypt          Pythagoras         philosophy       
Mayan          Lebombo bone         Niger Delta        Makhosi Khoza       
Muravarava         Hypatia          Sona         Maria Agnesi        
Sofia Kovalevskaya        Katherine Johnson        Calculus         Al-Khwarizmi    

ACROSS
4.   African region where number 7 linked to creation and great divinities.
7.  Geometric algorithms native to the Chokwe and Luchazi peoples of Angola, 

Zambia and DRC, known as ...
10. Mathematics through time played important role in advancement of science, 

engineering, and ...
11. Author of book Uzalo. IsiZulu Mathematical Logic.
12. Father of Algebra.
13. Oldest written mathematics text, on papyrus from ...
14. Oldest mathematical artifact, dated 35,000 years was found in Swaziland, 

called the ...
15. Branch of mathematics focused on limits, functions, derivatives, integrals, 

and infinite series.
16. Early culture in South America used vigesimal system based on number 20.

DOWN
1.  Oldest clay tables with mathematics, 4000 

years old from.
2.  Old Greek developed our understanding of 

triangles.
3.  Traditional Mozambican game requires 

knowledge of probablility. 
5.  First  first woman professional academic 

mathematician from Russia (1950-1891)
6.  One of the Hidden Women behind NASA 

moon landing, a mathematician.
8.  Author of early textbook on the differential 

and integral calculus, Instituzioni Analitiche. 
9.  Earliest female mathematician in the world, 

born in Alexandria, Egypt.

International Day of Mathematics 14 March 2021
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