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THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD
AGREE ON A PACT FOR THE

FUTURE

N By PRESIDENT CYRIL RAMAPHOSA

have just returned

from representing

South Africa at the

annual United Na-

tions General Assembly in New
York.

The General Assembly was pre-
ceded by the Summit of the Fu-
ture convened by the UN Sec-
retary-General to forge a new
international consensus on the
most pressing issues facing our
world today. There was a reflec-
tion on the current geopolitical
situation that gives rise to the
challenges that many countries
are facing, including national
security, peace, economic de-
velopment and the high cost of
living.

The Summit aimed to mobilise

greater support for the achieve-
ment by 2030 of the UN Sustain-
able Development Goals. Many
countries, particularly those
with developing economies, are
falling behind in meeting their
targets, mainly due to a lack of
funds.

The situation was made worse
when scarce resources had to
be re-directed to fight the COVID
pandemic. This has meant that
targets on poverty eradication,
quality healthcare and actions
against climate change are far
from being met.

The UN estimates that the world
needs about $4 trillion to achieve
these goals. Just as importantly,
the leaders of the world need the
political will to dedicate the nec-

essary resources to where they
are most needed.

The Summit culminated in the
adoption of a Pact for the Future,
which reaffirms that extreme
poverty is the greatest global
challenge. It seeks to hold mem-
ber states to their existing com-
mitments to support sustainable
development.

In South Africa’s address to
the UN General Assembly last
week, | reiterated South Africa’s
position that sustainable devel-
opment can only be achieved
when it is being driven by inclu-
sive, responsive and agile multi-
lateral institutions.

This means that bodies like the
United Nations and financial in-
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stitutions like the International
Monetary Fund need to be fun-
damentally reformed.

We saw, for example, how the
COVID-19 pandemic exposed
the serious shortcomings of the
international financial architec-
ture.

Low income countries struggled
to get financial and other forms
of assistance from multilater-
al institutions to support their
pandemic response. Onerous
lending requirements and overly
bureaucratic systems meant that
many poorer countries were un-
able to get help when they need-
ed it most.

Similarly, developing economy
countries also struggle to get
the funds they need, at sufficient
scale, to respond to climate
change and its impact. This is
largely because the northern
hemisphere countries that are
largely responsible for the dam-
age to the climate have not met
the commitments they made at
the UN Climate Change Confer-
ence in Paris in 2015.

For many countries in Africa and
the Global South, the cost of
servicing their debt is diverting
much-needed funds for develop-
ment.

As South Africa, we endorsed
the call made in the Pact for the
Future for global financial institu-
tions that are better, bigger and
bolder, and are able to address
the scale of the challenges fac-
ing the world.

The Pact for the Future presents
the world with an opportunity not
only to bridge the development
divide, but also to reinvigorate
the multilateral system. It is an
opportunity to move forward on

the long overdue reform of the
global governance architecture,
including the UN Security Coun-
cil.

At a time when the threats to in-
ternational peace and security
are many and complex, we can
no longer place the world’s se-
curity in the hands of a few major
powers when all countries are
affected. The current approach
to world peace is unjust, unfair
and unsustainable. The UN Se-
curity Council must therefore be
more representative of the cur-
rent membership of the United
Nations.

The Pact for the Future com-
mits member states to strength-
en multilateral action towards a
New Agenda for Peace. South
Africa’s message was that there
should be a reinforced focus on
mediation and the political set-
tlement of disputes. We must
pursue the attainment of just and
sustainable peace based on in-
ternational law.

When South Africa assumes the
Presidency of the G20 later this

year, we will prioritise the needs
and aspirations of our continent
and the Global South. As a sig-
natory to the Pact for the Future,
we want people-driven, sustain-
able development to become a
reality.

All the nations of the world have
a right to development, and bet-
ter resourced countries have a
responsibility to support coun-
tries with developing economies
to achieve the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals.

As a society, we need to work
together to ensure that develop-
ment, poverty eradication and
job creation remain at the centre
of our national agenda.

Alongside the other nations of
the world, we need to speed up
the pace of progress so that we
can realise the aspirations of the
Pact for the Future and achieve
the Sustainable Development
Goals by 2030.

This is vital if we are to suc-
ceed in building a better life
for all our people.
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The ANCVL joins the International Community
in celebrating the International Day
of Older People

H By ANCVL PRESIDENT SNUKI ZIKALALA

HE United Nations intro-

duced this day to raise

awareness of opportuni-

ties and challenges faced
by ageing populations, and to
mobilise the wider community to
address difficulties faced by older
people, thus publicly draw atten-
tion to the challenges faced by
elder persons.

In South Africa, the ANCVL cel-
ebrates this 01 October 2024 in
recognition of the commence-
ment of homecoming and the
restitution of many freedom fight-
ers and veterans of the liberation
movements who the South Afri-
can government has repatriated

from the countries they passed
on whilst in exile.

We owe a debt of gratitude to
the supreme sacrifices made by
these heroines and heroes, stal-
warts of our movement, the ANC.
Their contributions have been in-
strumental in our democratic vic-
tories achieved since 1994, and
we honour their legacy.

The tabling of amendments to
the Older Persons Act deserves
further celebration. They relate to
the monitoring and evaluation of
all services to older persons and
for the removal of older persons
to temporary safe care without a

court order.

Human rights must lie at the core
of all our efforts. The scourge of
abuse, sometimes brutally foist-
ed, on the elderly, as well as fi-
nancial abuse, requires drastic
action. We should be a caring so-
ciety where much-needed dignity
should be restored to the mem-
bers of society who had made
valuable contributions to the up-
bringing of our children and the
improvement of our society.

We also recognise the essential
contribution the majority of older
people continue to make to soci-
ety’s functioning since the burden
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of the high unemployment rate
experienced, especially by young
people, falls on the elderly, the
majority of whom are reliant on
social grants. This challenge can-
not be celebrated and requires
drastic interventions.

The ANCVL further welcomes
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President Ramaphosa’s signing
into law of the National Health
Insurance Act. The elderly
members of our society would
be deeply appreciative of health
care where they no longer need
to travel to health institutions at
extreme early hours of the day
and are being subjected to long

queues to receive regular medi-
cation.

The ANCVL will continue to sup-
port the implementation of the
NHI so that we can overcome
these challenges and celebrate
01 October with the dignity so re-
quired.

ANC Veterans League President Snuki Zikalala with members of the ANC Veterans League at the funeral of the late Pravin Gordhan.
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COSATU condemns Advocate
Busisiwe Mkhwebane’s attacks
on South Africans of Indian descent

B By MATTHEW PARKS (COSATU Parliamentary Coordinator)

HE Congress of South
African Trade Unions
(COSATU) condemns the
shameful utterances and
attacks by Advocate Busisiwe
Mkhwebane on South Africans
of Indian descent in a bizarre
ranting on X (formerly Twitter).
It is unacceptable for a Member
of Parliament (MP) to indulge
herself in what amounts to hate
speech against any section of
South Africa’s population, includ-
ing compatriots of Indian origin.

Advocate Mkhwebane may not
be familiar with the history of
South Africa’s liberation struggle,
including the fundamental task of
building a non-racial society.

She would do well to spend time
not only reading the Freedom
Charter adopted at the Congress
of the People, where not only
the African National Congress
but also the then South African
Indian Congress, Coloured Peo-
ple’s Congress and Congress of
Democrats as well as the South
African Communist Party and the
South African Congress of Trade
Unions were signatories.

The clarion call of the Freedom
Charter inspired generations to
liberate South Africa and achieve
the democratic breakthrough

CO SATU

of 1994. Advocate Mkhwebane
may be a relative newcomer to
South Africa’s struggles, and she
has the right to her views, even if
they are not based upon common
sense.

She however does not have the
right to instigate hate speech
on social media. Parliament, of
which she is a Member, passed
the Prevention and Combatting
of Hate Speech and Hate Crimes
Act, precisely to deal with mal-
contents who have no sense of
self introspection or filter. Whilst
it is easy to dismiss rantings on
social media, South Africa cannot
afford to condone or normalise
hate speech.

South Africa is still battling to
overcome three and half centu-
ries of the most brutal forms of
colonialism, apartheid, racism

and discrimination. Citizens
have the right to expect better
from our elected public represen-
tatives, more so when workers
are paying their salaries to hold
government accountable, grow
the economy and improve the
lives of the masses; not to divide
society along racial lines.

We hope that the National Pros-
ecuting Authority has had time
to familiarise itself with the Pre-
vention and Combating of Hate
Speech and Hate Crimes Act,
and grasps its responsibilities to
charge and prosecute those who
fall foul of its progressive provi-
sions. Equally, Parliament needs
to hold its errant MPs account-
able.

Our democratic journey is still in
its infancy and requires all sober
citizens to contribute to its con-
tinual nourishment. We should
equally not take this process
lightly as the history of not only
South Africa but also Namib-
ia, Zimbabwe, Uganda, Rwan-
da, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Israel,
Palestine, Germany, the United
States amongst many others are
littered with the bodies of millions
of innocent persons butchered
upon the alter of hate speech.
This is a history we should not al-
low to be whitewashed.



6 ANC Today

GOVERNANCE

THE MAINTENANCE SHUTDOWN
OF THE LESOTHO HIGHLANDS
WATER PROJECT

N January 1998, both the
South African and Lesotho
governments commissioned
the Lesotho Highlands Water
Project in order to ensure sustain-
able provision of water to South
Africa in exchange of providing
Lesotho with a reliable source of
revenue as well as to generating
its hydroelectricity requirements.

In order to fulfil the objectives
of the project, two entities were
established, namely the Lesotho
Highland Development Agen-
cy (LHDA) which operates and
maintains the Lesotho section of
the project and the Trans-Cale-

B By PEMMY MAJODINA

don Tunnel Authority for the
South African tunnel system.

As from the 1st of October 2024,
a major shutdown of the tunnel
system took place, requiring six
months of major maintenance
to execute. It will entail general
inspections and repair works in
order to ensure the integrity and
reliability of the entire water tun-
nel system.

It will not be the first time that the
shutdown of this tunnel happens.
Its maintenance is conducted
at 5-years intervals and similar
types of outages to the project

were successfully executed in
2003, 2012 and 2019.

A unique feature about the 2024
shutdown is that unlike in the
past where it took only between
1-3 months to complete, the out-
age will be for a longer period of
six months where there will be no
water deliveries from Lesotho to
South Africa.

The scope of the work during
the shutdown is massive. The
repairs consists of the Mechani-
cal, Electrical, Civil and General
works to, among others, replace
the dewatering and sump pumps
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at Caledon and Little Caledon;
recoat the steel linings and repair
damages especially at the Ash
and Caledon Rivers.

The impact of the tunnel closure
is huge to the Vaal River System
in all its interconnected dams like
Vaal, Sterkfontein, Grootdraai
and Bloemhof dams which are
linked to each other by a system
of rivers, canals, tunnels, pipe-
lines and pump stations.

The tunnel maintenance work
also has a huge impact on the
Free State municipalities such
as Nketoane, Mafube and Di-
hlabeng, and to the agricultural ir-
rigators along the Liebenbergsv-
lei and Saulspoort rivers.

Since 2022, the Department of
Water and Sanitation (DWS)
has taken specific risk mitigation
measures before the shutdown
period commence to ensure
continuous supply of water. The
measures included to ensure
that the dams are filled to capac-
ity and to upgrade and refurbish
other sources of water.

In the last few weeks, the DWS
leadership has visited the project
and spared neither time nor ener-
gy to engage with various stake-
holders including the Free State
provincial government and the
affected municipalities to prepare
for the shutdown and to avert
possible crisis borne out of water
shortages.

These engagements were ex-
tremely helpful because they
identified infrastructure short-
comings which prompted specif-
ic actions to address them. The
actions included the upgrading of
water treatment works, upgrading
of raw water pumps, upgrading of
abstraction works, the construc-
tion of new reservoirs as well as

the development of groundwater
resources by drilling and equip-
ping boreholes.

Also, the engagements helped
to identify existing water supply
challenges in the affected munic-
ipalities, the underlying cause of
which is a lack of maintenance
and upgrading of the other sourc-
es of water which are unrelated
to the tunnel closure for planned
maintenance.

Working with the affected munic-
ipalities in the Free State prov-
ince, action plans have been
developed as short-term inter-
ventions to address water supply
during the tunnel shutdown. It
has been realised that the ma-
jority of towns are 100% ready in
terms of water availability.

We have identified specific is-
sues in the town of Clarence
in Dihlabeng in respect of the
off-channel Townlands Dam that
will no longer be able to receive
water from the tunnel, and in the
Tweeling town in Mafube relating
to its limited storage capacity.
The DWS is paying more atten-
tion to these areas by deploying
its technical support to implement
the mitigation measures.

In order to ensure continuous
supply of water during the shut-
down, a War Room consisting
of affected stakeholders has
been established. Its objectives
are to prepare for the shutdown;
to oversee the implementation
of the project and to intervene
whenever there are problems.
This is important to address the
water shortages and to sustain
the supply of water during the
shutdown.

To reach out to the people,
communication is our central
tool during the shutdown. It is
vitally important to raise aware-
ness of the tunnel closure and
its effects to our people. We
communicate to highlight the ob-
ligations of all the stakeholders in
the water supply value chain and
to support the affected municipal-
ities to communicate with their
water users and consumers. We
use it also to educate the public
about how to save water and how
to take care of water resources
during the tunnel closure and be-
yond.

Pemmy Majodina is a Member of the
ANC National Executive Committee

and Minister of Water and Sanitation.
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The value of professionalising the public service:
The case of Rund Water

B By MALAIKA LESEGO SAMORA MAHLATSI

N November 2021, Cabinet,

under the leadership of Pres-

ident Cyril Ramaphosa, ap-

proved the National Framework
Towards the Professionalisation of
the Public Service. The Frame-
work aims to build a state that
better serves the people of South
Africa, that is insulated from undue
political interference and where
appointments are made based
on merit. The development of the
Framework was a recognition that
the lack of professionalisation that
had permeated the public service
system for many years was caus-
ing significant harm to the country.

Many challenges that character-
ise the public service, including
but not limited to fruitless and
wasteful expenditure, poor plan-
ning and execution, nepotism
and corruption, are all linked to
the recruitment of people who do
not meet the relevant minimum
requirements within the state.
The number of such individuals is
deeply concerning. According to
the Department of Public Service
and Administration, there are an
estimated 1200 senior managers
reported to not have the requisite
qualifications for their role. These
non-meritocratic  appointments
have been costly to our country.

The exponential increase in the
frequency of service delivery pro-
tests arising from legitimate frus-
trations with the dysfunctionality
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of local government in particular,
negatively impacts the stability of
our country economically, social-
ly and politically.

There have been many debates
about the value of professionalis-
ing the public service, with some
arguing that the language of mer-
itocracy is rooted in neo-liberal
consciousness. In Against Mer-
itocracy: Culture, Power and
Myths of Mobility, cultural critic,
Jo Littler, contends that meritoc-
racy embeds the dangerous as-
sumption that a level playing field
exists in society, or that talent is
universally recognisable. In a fur-
ther critique of meritocracy, she
contends that the incorporation

of meritocratic ideals has repro-
duced structural inequalities. At
the core of Littler's argument is
that in its current permutations,
meritocracy facilitates the atomis-
ation of individuals while extend-
ing competition and entrepreneur-
ial behaviour into the functions
of everyday life. This, she posits,
has led to intensified stratifica-
tion and inequality. There is no
question that this argument, par-
ticularly in the context of a South
Africa with a history of colonialism
and apartheid which produced in-
equalities through separate and
uneven development, has legit-
imacy. But in an evolving world
where the production of goods
and services is based principally
on knowledge-intensive activities
that contribute to advancement in
technical and scientific innovation,
there is value and a place for mer-
itocracy. This can be gleaned in
the success story of Rand Water.

Rand Water, the largest bulk wa-
ter utility in Africa and one of the
largest in the world, has a man-
date to provide bulk potable wa-
ter to more than 15 million people
in Gauteng, parts of Mpumalan-
ga, Free State and North West
provinces — an area that stretch-
es over 18 000km. The custom-
er base served by Rand Water
includes metropolitan municipal-
ities, local municipalities, mines,
and large industries in Gauteng
and surrounding areas.
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Rand Water’s mandate has been
expanded to cover more parts of
the country. The story of Rand
Water, particularly over the last
5 years, has been one of the
many untold success stories of
state-owned enterprises in South
Africa. Rand Water embarked
on massive infrastructure devel-
opment as part of its plan to mit-
igate the future growing demand
for water. In February 2023, the
move culminated in the launching
of the 210 megalitres Vlakfontein
Reservoir in Germiston, City of
Ekurhuleni. The project was ex-
ecuted as part of the organisa-
tion’s augmentation strategy that
is aimed at building storage facil-
ities to meet water demand in its
areas of supply. Currently, Rand
Water has 60 reservoirs.

Rand Water’'s operational per-
formance is commendable. It
has consistently surpassed its
SANS 241 Composite Indicator
on the quality of water. In 2023,
it achieved 99.35% in this regard.
It also did well in other areas, in-
cluding overall project completion,
reduction of water losses, and
contribution to socio-economic
development. Its financial perfor-
mance has also been exceptional.
Among other things, its gross prof-
it has been increasing sustainably
for the past five years.

Furthermore, the entity’s funding
position, at 12%, is well below the
threshold of 50% as prescribed
in the National Treasury Borrow-
ing Limit Approval. Rand Water
has also maintained 5 consecu-
tive clean audits — evidence of its
good governance practices. The
reason that the entity has man-
aged to sustain such exceptional
performance in an environment
where so many SOEs are in dis-
tress comes down to one funda-
mental fact: it is professionalised.
And if we accept that the fish rots

o
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from the head, then the opposite
holds — that competent institutions
are managed well from the top.

Rand Water is led by its Chief
Executive Officer, Sipho Mosai,
a qualified and experienced wa-
ter scientist who holds a BSc
and BSc Honours in Microbiol-
ogy, and a Masters of Business
Administration in Water Manage-
ment. He started his career as a
Senior Technician at the Univer-
sity of Zululand. He then moved
to the Department of Water Af-
fairs and Forestry (DWAF) where
he worked in various divisions
including water quality manage-
ment and water conservation
management at regional and
head office. After DWAF, Mosai
worked at Mhlathuze Water as
the General Manager of opera-
tions, where he was responsible
for municipal water supply and
environmental management.
Before joining Rand Water over
a decade and a half ago, he
worked as a Director: Water and
Sanitation at the City of Cape
Town where he was responsi-

| &

-

-

Wk

A

v

A"

s WATIR

|

| /
Rand Water CEO Sipho Mosai with Deputy President Paul Mashatile af the Zuikerbosch
Water Purification Plant in Vereeniging

ble for bulk water and sanitation
services, strategic asset man-
agement, water and sanitation
reticulation, scientific services,
water demand management and
water conservation, waste water
treatment, support services and
finance. The education and ex-
tensive experience of Mosai is
evidenced in the strategy he de-
veloped when he became Rand
Water CEO 5 years ago —a strate-
gy that has made the water board
one of the best run entities on the
continent. The story of Rand Wa-
ter corroborates the argument by
President Ramaphosa that only
a capable, efficient, ethical, and
development-oriented state can
deliver on the commitment to im-
prove the lives of the people of
this country.

Malaika Mahlatsi is the bestsell-
ing author of award-winning Why
We Vote For The ANC. She is a re-
searcher at the Institute for Pan Af-
rican Thought and Conversation at
the University of Johannesburg and a
PhD in Geography candidate at the
University of Bayreuth in Germany.



& WNIVg,

7 T
10 ANC Today :‘“,"
z &
CURRENT AFFAIRS ?}“’Es, o

Unity in Purpose: Why Differences
Among Comrades Should Not Be
Labeled Factionalism

HE African National Con-

gress (ANC) has, for more

than a century, been the

custodian of South Africa’s
democratic aspirations. Its mis-
sion to bring about a better life for
all remains paramount, particu-
larly for the marginalized and the
poor. However, within any move-
ment as large and multifaceted
as the ANC, there will naturally be
differentideas and approaches on
how to best achieve this goal. But
instead of encouraging healthy
debate, these differences have, in
recent years, been dismissed un-
der the derogatory label of “fac-
tionalism.” This label has come
to carry a negative connotation —
one that has done much damage
to the organization.

True factionalism, in its most
harmful form, has certainly be-
come a cancer in our movement.
It is a destructive force that pri-
oritizes personal or factional in-
terests over the collective mis-
sion of the ANC. However, not
all disagreements within the ANC
should be dismissed as faction-
alism. To do so is to ignore the
importance of debate and diver-
sity of thought in a democratic or-
ganization. In fact, what we truly
need is more room for a battle of
ideas — space for comrades to of-
fer alternative perspectives and

B By GODFREY NKOSI

challenge the status quo, not as a
means of division, but as a way of
strengthening the movement and
ensuring that it remains respon-
sive to the needs of the people.

We must be cautious not to con-
flate healthy differences in opin-
ion with factionalism. It is not
only misguided but also harmful
to the party’s overall mission. By
labeling all dissenting voices as
“factionalist,” we risk stifling criti-
cal debate and closing ourselves
off to the possibility of new ideas.
Instead, we should see these dif-
ferences as part of the natural

process of refining our values,
objectives, and programme of
action.

At the heart of the ANC’s dem-
ocratic tradition is the idea that
comrades will not always agree.
This diversity of thought is not a
weakness; it is a strength. It al-
lows the ANC to evolve and adapt
in response to changing circum-
stances and the needs of the peo-
ple. The notion that every mem-
ber of the party must conform to a
single way of thinking is antitheti-
cal to the very principles that the
ANC has always stood for.
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Throughout history, the ANC has
been a broad church, accom-
modating a range of ideologies
and perspectives, from moderate
pragmatists to radical reformers.
It is this broad-based approach
that has enabled the movement
to remain relevant over the de-
cades.

We must reclaim the idea that
comrades can, and should, differ
in their opinions on how to ad-
vance the struggle. Such differ-
ences, when rooted in a genuine
commitment to the ANC’s values,
can serve as a guard rail against
the misdirection of the move-
ment’s goals. Differing views
should not be seen as a threat
but as an opportunity to sharpen
our strategies and strengthen the
ANC’s capacity to fulfill its historic
mission.

When we allow room for differ-
ing perspectives, we create an
environment where innovation
and critical thinking can flourish.
We must encourage comrades to
challenge prevailing ideas if they
believe there are better alterna-
tives. As long as these debates
are conducted in good faith and
are centered on the ANC’s core
objectives, they are not signs of
factionalism but of a dynamic and
healthy political movement.

However, while healthy debate
should be encouraged, we must
draw a clear distinction between
this and the kind of scorched
earth factionalism that has sadly
taken root in the party in recent
years. This form of factionalism
is not about the battle of ideas
but about the pursuit of person-
al power, often at the expense of
the ANC itself. It is a toxic form
of politics that sees comrades re-
fusing to participate in the work
of the movement simply because
they do not like the current lead-

ership or certain individuals with-
in the party.

In its worst form, this factionalism
leads to outright sabotage. We
have seen instances where com-
rades covertly or overtly align
themselves with forces opposed
to the ANC, providing them with
the ammunition to weaken the
movement from within. This is a
dangerous and self-destructive
path. When comrades refuse to
participate in party campaigns or
actively work against the ANC’s
programmes, they are not just
sabotaging the organization —
they are betraying the people of
South Africa, particularly the poor
and marginalized, who depend
on the ANC to represent their in-
terests.

This rejectionist posture within
the ANC is equivalent to cutting
off one’s nose to spite one’s face.
It is a short-sighted strategy that
prioritizes personal grievances
over the collective mission of
the movement. The ANC does
not belong to any individual or
faction; it is a movement of the
people, with a mandate to serve

the nation. When this mandate is
undermined from within, it is the
people of South Africa who suffer
the most.

As we move forward, it is essen-
tial that we resist the temptation
to label every internal disagree-
ment as factionalism. Unity in the
ANC does not mean the absence
of debate. It does not mean that
we all agree on every point or that
there is no room for differing per-
spectives. Unity is about a shared
commitment to the movement’s
core principles and objectives.
It is about ensuring that, despite
our differences, we are all pull-
ing in the same direction toward
a common goal: building a better
life for the people of South Africa.

In this regard, it is important to re-
member that unity is not synony-
mous with uniformity. The ANC’s
strength lies in its diversity, in its
ability to bring together comrades
with different backgrounds, per-
spectives, and ideas, all working
toward a shared vision. This di-
versity should be embraced, not
feared. It is through debate and
dialogue that the ANC can con-
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tinue to evolve and remain rele-
vant in a rapidly changing world.

Rather than shutting down dis-
senting voices, we should create
spaces for constructive dialogue,
where comrades can engage in
rigorous debate without fear of
being labeled factionalists. This
is how we build a stronger, more
resilient movement—one that is
capable of withstanding the chal-
lenges of the present and the fu-
ture.

Ultimately, the ANC’s mission is
not about any one individual or
faction. It is about fulfilling its his-
toric role as the leader of South
Africa’s struggle for freedom, jus-
tice, and equality. This mission is
far too important to be derailed
by internal divisions and person-
al power struggles. The people of
South Africa, especially the poor
and marginalized, cannot afford
for the ANC to be consumed by
factional infighting.

The stakes are simply too high.

South Africa faces numerous
challenges, from persistent in-
equality and unemployment to a
fragile economy and social un-
rest. The ANC must be focused
on addressing these challeng-
es, not on internal squabbles.
We cannot allow the corrosive
factionalism of recent years to
continue. We must reject the
scorched earth politics that prior-
itizes individual interests over the
collective good.

In conclusion, it is critical that we,
as members of the ANC, accept
that comrades will differ in their
views on how to best pursue the
struggle to build a better life for
our people. These differences
should not be dismissed as fac-
tionalism; rather, they should be
seen as a necessary part of a
healthy, democratic movement.

We do not need the kind of
scorched earth factionalism that
has taken root in recent years —
a factionalism that seeks to un-
dermine the ANC from within and
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sabotages the movement’s ef-
forts to serve the people.

Instead, we must embrace a bat-
tle of ideas — one that strength-
ens the ANC and keeps it true to
its historic mission. By fostering
an environment where comrades
can engage in constructive dia-
logue and debate, we can ensure
that the ANC remains a dynamic
and responsive force for change.
Most importantly, we can ensure
that the ANC continues to serve
the people of South Africa, partic-
ularly the poor and marginalized,
who depend on the movement to
improve their lives.

Let us not allow personal griev-
ances or factional agendas to
distract us from the ANC’s histor-
ic mission. Instead, let us commit
to unity through dialogue and a
shared commitment to building
a better future for all South Afri-
cans.

Godfrey Nkosi is a member of the
Andrew Mlangeni Branch in Tshwane

“ Be vigilant comrades.
The enemy is vigilant.

Beware of the wedge-driver, the man who creeps
from ear to ear, carrying a bag full of wedges,
driving them in between you and the next man,
between a group and another, a man who goes
round creating splits and divisions.

Beware the wedge-driver, comrades.
Watch his poisonous tongue. ,,

OLIVER REGINALD TAMBO

ANC PRESIDENT
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The Relationship Between the Youth League and the Mother Body:

A REVIEW OF THE DIALECTICAL
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE ANC
YOUTH LEAGUE AND THE MOTHERBODY

M By LOYISO GANGATHA NGCESHU

he relationship between

a Youth League and its

mother body is a critical

factor in determining the
success of the organization as
a whole. A harmonious and col-
laborative relationship between
these two entities can propel
the organization forward, drive
growth, and achieve shared ob-
jectives. Conversely, a strained
or disconnected relationship can
hinder progress and create un-
necessary challenges. In this es-
say, we will explore the essential
aspects of a productive relation-

ship between the Youth League
and the mother body.

First and foremost, the Youth
League should align its goals
and activities with the overall vi-
sion and objectives of the mother
body. This shared vision ensures
a unified purpose and prevents
conflicting agendas that may
arise from divergent goals. By
working towards a common ob-
jective, the Youth League and
mother body can pool their re-
sources, expertise, and energies

Effective representation and par-
ticipation are also vital compo-
nents of a healthy relationship.
Youth League members should
have representation within the
mother body’s decision-making
structures, enabling active par-
ticipation and influence on policy
decisions. This not only empow-
ers young leaders but also en-
sures that their perspectives and
concerns are integrated into the
organization’s overall strategy.

The mother body has a critical
role to play in supporting and
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guiding the Youth League. This
support encompasses providing
training, mentorship, and finan-
cial assistance to equip young
leaders with the necessary skills
and resources to excel. By in-
vesting in the development of its
youth, the mother body demon-
strates its commitment to the
growth and sustainability of the
organization.

Autonomy and accountability are
equally important in this relation-
ship. While the Youth League
should have the freedom to make
decisions and take actions with-
in its mandate, it should also be
accountable to the mother body.
Regular reporting and updates
ensure transparency and facili-
tate corrective action when nec-
essary.

Open communication and col-
laboration are the cornerstones
of a successful partnership.
Regular dialogue between the
Youth League and mother body
fosters mutual understanding,
builds trust, and ensures coordi-
nated efforts. Joint programmes
and initiatives that leverage the
strengths of both entities can
maximize impact and demon-
strate unity.

Capacity building is another cru-
cial aspect of this relationship.
The mother body should invest
in programmes that enhance the
skills, knowledge, and leadership
abilities of Youth League mem-
bers. This not only benefits the
individual but also strengthens
the organization as a whole.

Conflict resolution mechanisms
should also be established to ad-
dress any disagreements or is-
sues that may arise. A clear and
constructive process for resolv-
ing conflicts prevents unneces-
sary tension and ensures that the

relationship remains positive and
productive.

Moreover, mutual respect, trust,
and understanding between the
Youth League and mother body
provide the foundation for a pro-
ductive relationship. By valuing
each other’s contributions and
perspectives, both entities can
work together seamlessly, driv-
ing the organization towards its
goals.

Duma Nokwe'’s critique of the Af-
rican National Congress Youth
League (ANCYL) in the 1940s
resonates with the present-day
challenges facing the South Afri-
can youth. The country grapples
with staggering youth unem-
ployment rates exceeding 50%,
entrenched wealth inequality,
and widespread disillusionment
among young people. Nokwe’s

Comrade
Duma Nokwe

Y ¢

article highlights the ANCYL’s
historical struggle to mobilize the
masses, noting that “its failure to
win the confidence of the mass-
es of African youth can only be
clearly understood against the
background of its historical de-
velopment.”

The ANCYL'’s initial focus on in-
tellectual discourse and policy
critique, rather than grassroots
mobilization, limited its appeal. As
Nokwe observes, “To the Youth
Leaguers then, the mobilisation
of the vast masses of youth was
of secondary importance. There
was quite a strong feeling that
the League should maintain its
purity by not becoming a mass
movement.” This prioritization of
theory over practical action hin-
dered the organization’s ability to
connect with the broader youth
population.
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Moreover, the article underscores
the tension between the ANCYL
and the African National Con-
gress (ANC), with Nokwe stating
that “sharp criticisms of ANC pol-
icies from Youth Leaguers result-
ed in a lack of harmony, suspicion
and sometimes open hostility
between Congress leaders and
Youth Leaguers.” This historical
dynamic echoes contemporary
concerns about the ANC’s effec-
tiveness in addressing youth-re-
lated issues.

Today’s challenges demand a
renewed focus on youth empow-
erment, education, and inno-
vative solutions for community
development. Organizations like
Afrika Tikkun are tackling these
challenges through youth devel-
opment programmes, supporting
children from age 3 through ed-
ucation, skills training, and em-
ployment opportunities. By learn-
ing from the past and prioritizing
collective action, South Africa
can create a brighter future for its
youth.

As Nokwe emphasizes, “The
contribution of the ANCYL to-
wards introducing reforms within
the ANC to establish it as a mass
organisation should not be un-
derestimated.” Similarly, contem-
porary efforts to address youth
unemployment, inequality, and

disillusionment require sustained
collaboration and a commitment
to empowering young people. By
doing so, South Africa can har-
ness the energy and potential of
its youth to build a more equita-
ble and prosperous society.

In conclusion, a strong, collabo-

rative relationship between the
Youth League and mother body is
essential for achieving shared ob-
jectives and driving organizational
success. By embracing shared vi-
sion, representation, support, au-
tonomy, communication, capacity
building, conflict resolution, and
mutual respect, both entities can
cultivate a harmonious and pro-
ductive partnership.

As the future leaders of the or-
ganization, the Youth League
deserves investment, guidance,
and empowerment. By working
together, the Youth League and
mother body can unlock the full
potential of the organization and
create a brighter future for all.

Loyiso Gangatha Ngceshu is a
member of the ANC Youth League.

EQONOMIC
FREEDO

11 OCTOBE
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The Auditor Generl and Auditing Firms are
Failing Cape Town’s People

HE Auditor General (AG)

of South Africa, Tsakani

Maluleke, is supposed to

make sure public mon-
ey is spent properly. But when
it comes to Cape Town, it feels
like the AG and the private firms
they hire are dropping the ball.
Every year, the city gets a clean
audit, but people are still waiting
for houses, dealing with sewage
overflow, and living with poor ser-
vices. How can the city get such
good reports when people on the
ground are struggling?

Thousands of people in Cape
Town are waiting on housing lists,
stuck in overcrowded informal
settlements, and trying to survive
without basic services. Places
like Khayelitsha, Delft, and Du
Noon are hit hard with basic ser-
vices and terrible sanitation. Yet,
the city’s financial reports come
out squeaky clean. If these audits
are supposed to hold the city ac-
countable, why are they ignoring
these real problems?

One of the big issues is that the
city isn’t spending the money it
sets aside for housing and infra-
structure. Year after year, billions

of rands sit untouched while com-
munities suffer. How is this not
showing up in the AG’s reports?

A clean audit looks great on pa-
per, but it's cold comfort for peo-
ple still waiting for decent homes
and services.

Another issue is the private au-
diting firms. These companies
are paid by the city to check the
finances, but how can they real-
ly be neutral when the city is the
one paying them? Can they real-
ly expose any mismanagement
without worrying about losing
their contract?

It also seems like Cape Town is
getting an easier ride compared
to other municipalities. Cities
in ANC-run provinces often get
slammed for similar issues, but
Cape Town, run by the DA, seems
to get away with more. Is the AG
treating everyone the same, or
are there some political games
being played here? This makes
you wonder if all cities are being
held to the same standards.

Just this week, Mayor Geordin
Hill-Lewis was boasting about

Cape Town receiving another un-
qualified audit. But on the same
day, former Mayoral Committee
Member Malusi Booi and sever-
al city officials were arrested for
alleged corruption. This contra-
diction is glaring: while the city
claims everything is fine finan-
cially, scandals and problems
keep surfacing.

We need audits that show what'’s
really going on in the city, not just
feel-good financial reports. The
AG needs to hold the city ac-
countable, just like they do with
other places. The private auditors
need to be checked to make sure
they’re truly independent.

So, the big questions are: Can
we trust these audits? Is the sys-
tem really making sure munici-
palities are doing their job? And
what needs to change so that all
South Africans, especially those
in the poorer areas, get the ser-
vices they deserve?

Until these questions are an-
swered, the people of Cape Town
will keep getting let down by a
system that doesn’t seem to care
about their daily struggles.
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HIS is a truly remarkable

story of Gasper Yanga, a

slave leader from West

Africa whose acts of resil-
ience and heroism have earned
him a special place among the
world’s legendary figures. His
struggle against imperialism and
colonialism positions him square-
ly in the annals of revolutionary
history as the first liberator of the
Americas.

Yanga’s unyielding pursuit of
freedom not only distinguished
him as a hero in Mexico but also
as a symbol of liberation across
Latin America, Africa, and the
world. In Mexico, he is celebrat-
ed as a national hero. In Latin
America, he is revered as the
first liberator of the Americas. In
Africa, he is a symbol of the fight
for liberation, and globally, he is
remembered as a figurehead in
the struggle for human freedom.

Yanga’s tireless dedication to
the cause of liberation remains
an enduring example of courage

and self-sacrifice.

The name Yanga, derived from
the Yoruba language of West
Africa, means ‘the pride of the
nation.” It is a fitting description
for such a colossal figure, whose
actions freed many from slavery
and helped usher in a new era of
human civilisation.

Yanga, a descendant of a royal
family from present-day Gabon,
is credited with founding the first
free settlement for enslaved peo-
ple in the Americas. His leader-
ship and vision left an indelible
mark on the history of Africa’s
contribution to the liberation
movements in the Americas.

The region known as New Spain
(modern-day Mexico) was one of
many territories where millions
of African slaves were forcibly
brought over four centuries. The

enslaved population endured un-
imaginable brutality and oppres-
sion, governed byharsh colonial
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Gasper Yanga:

The African Slave, the First
Liberator of the Americas,
and His Enduring Struggle

for Human Freedom

N By AMB. PHATSE JUSTICE PIITSO

laws. One such law decreed:

“A negro or negro woman absent
from the service of their mas-
ter for four days shall suffer fifty
lashes. Should they be absent for
more than eight days, or venture
further than a league, they shall
receive one hundred lashes. Iron
fetters weighing twelve pounds
shall be tied to their feet, which
they must carry for two months.
Should they remove them, they
shall receive two hundred lashes
for the first offence and, for the
second offence, shall receive two
hundred lashes and carry the fet-
ters for four months.”

Such brutal conditions spurred
Gasper Yanga to lead a rebel-
lion, helping thousands of slaves
escape to the dense forests of
Mexico where they established a
self-sufficient community atop the
Pico de Orizaba mountains. This
maroon settlement thrived for
over half a century, despite multi-
ple Spanish attempts to conquer
it. After many humiliating defeats,
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the colonial authorities finally
conceded and negotiated peace
with Yanga’s followers, recog-
nising their autonomy in 1570.
The settlement of San Lorenzo
de Los Negros became the first
self-governing territory of freed
slaves in the Americas and, fol-
lowing Mexico’s independence,
was renamed Yanga in honour of
the liberator.

The city of Yanga is now a des-
ignated heritage site, recognised
by the Mexican government and
UNESCO as part of the World
Slave Route Project. A tower-
ing statue of Yanga, wielding a
machete, stands as a symbol of
freedom from slavery. Yanga Day
is celebrated annually, a remind-
er of his leadership in the fight
against colonial oppression.

In his article, “Yanga: The For-
gotten Rebellion Against Colo-
nial Rule in Mexico”, renowned
Mexican sociologist and diplo-
mat, Andries Medellin, recounts
Yanga’s extraordinary feats of re-
sistance and bravery. He writes:
“This glorious chapter in the
history of man’s emancipation
shows us that the will to be free is
stronger than the fire and chains
of slavery. Defying oppression
does not depend on skin colour,
for human dignity knows no ob-
stacles when people organise
and break their chains, rendering
themselves invincible.”

The phenomenon of the transat-
lantic slave trade, which spanned
centuries and empires, played a
pivotal role in shaping the mod-
ern world. Karl Marx, in his sem-
inal work, “Poverty of Philos-
ophy”, noted: “Direct slavery is
Jjust as much the pivot of bour-
geois industry as machinery or
credit. Without slavery, there is
no cotton; without coftton, there is
no modern industry. Slavery gave

L -
Statue of Gasper Yanga in Mexico.

colonies their value, which creat-
ed world trade, the precondition
for large-scale industry.”

Slavery is thus an economic cat-
egory of the greatest importance.
Marx further elaborated on this
theme in his economic manu-
scripts, noting that on American
plantations, slavery was a means
of producing surplus value for
capitalist profit. The system of
slavery was, in many ways, a
precursor to the capitalist modes
of production that followed, es-
pecially in the “second colonies”
of sugar, coffee, and rice planta-
tions in the Americas.

The history of the slave economy
is the material foundation upon
which modern human civilisation
was built. As we reflect on the
past, it is crucial that we under-
stand the complex relationships
between slave labour, wage la-
bour, and the capitalist system of
private accumulation. The Indus-
trial Revolution, often celebrat-
ed for its innovations, was in no
small part made possible by the
labour of enslaved people.
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For our generation to compre-
hend the present and shape the
future, we must learn from the
lessons of history — how the mod-
ern world was built on the blood
and sweat of working people,
and how the fight for justice and
equality continues. The story of
Gasper Yanga and countless oth-
ers who resisted oppression is a
testament to the enduring strug-
gle for a better world.

The dichotomy between the
wealth of the Global North and
the suffering of the Global South
is a direct consequence of this
history. The migration of people
from former colonies in Africa,
the Middle East, and Latin Ameri-
ca to the metropolises of Europe
and North America is a reflection
of centuries of exploitation.

The reality is that the global
economy was built on the backs
of enslaved people and the work-
ing class. This history, often hid-
den or distorted, is one that must
be understood if we are to ad-
dress the injustices of today. As
the saying goes, history is written
by the victors. The true story of
humanity’s struggle for freedom
is often buried, but it is one that
must be told.

Slavery was one of the most de-
structive forces in human history.
Its legacy, like that of capitalism,
continues to shape the world we
live in today. However, we can
find inspiration in the stories of
those who resisted. Their cour-
age, endurance, and commit-
ment to the cause of freedom
remain a beacon of hope for all
who continue the fight for justice.

Ambassador Phatse Justice Piitso
is a member of the African National
Congress. He writes in his personal
capacity.
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A LEAF OUT OF SOUTH AFRICA’S HISTORY
The Art of Guerrilla Warfare

B By CASTRO KHWELA

N order to understand guer-

rilla warfare, it is a type of

asymmetric warfare, a com-

petition between opponents
of unequal strength, as was the
case between Umkhonto we
Sizwe (MK), the People’s Army,
and the apartheid South African
Defence Force (SADF).

It is also a type of irregular war-
fare that is aimed not simply to
defeat a settler enemy, but to win
popular support and political in-
fluence, to the enemy’s cost. Ac-
cordingly, guerrilla strategy aims
to magnify the impact of small,
mobile forces on a larger, more

cumbersome one. If successful,
guerrillas weaken their enemy
by attrition and overwhelming
popular insurrection, eventually
forcing them to surrender and to
negotiate.

Tactically, guerrillas usually avoid
confrontation with large units
and formations of enemy troops
but seek and attack enemy in-
frastructure, personnel and re-
sources to gradually deplete the
opposing force while minimising
their own losses. The guerrilla
prizes mobility, secrecy, and sur-
prise, organising in small units
and taking advantage of terrain

and the population that is difficult
for larger units to use or control.

For Mao Tse Tung, basic guerrilla
tactics were the following:

“THE ENEMY ADVANCES, WE
RETREAT;

THE ENEMY CAMPS, WE HA-
RASS;

THE ENEMY TIRES, WE AT-
TACK;

THE ENEMY RETREATS, WE
PURSUE!”
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THIS WEEK IN HISTORY
5~ 11 Ocfober 2024

Source: SA History Online, O’'Malley Archives, Africa Today/Yesterday and The Africa Factbook

5 October 1945

Riaan Cruywagen born
Riaan Cruywagen, newsreader
for the SABC, was born in Cape
Town on this day. Cruywagen was
a fixture in South African homes,
from the first news broadcast on
television in 1975 until his re-
tirement in 2012, presenting the
news in Afrikaans.

5 Ociober 1946
Poet Mafika Gwala born

b

Mafika Pascal Gwala, South Af-
rican poet and editor writing in
English and isiZulu was born
on 5 October 1946 in Verulam,
KwaZulu-Natal. He matriculated
in Ikhamanga High School and
spent his adult life in Mpumalan-
ga, working as a factory clerk.
Gwala went on to study at the
University of Natal (now UKZN)
and obtained his MPhil in Poli-
tics. He started poetry in his ear-
ly twenties, publishing poems,
essays and short stories in local
and international journals, includ-
ing working as the editor of The
Black Review journal. He was an

activist dating back to the 1960s,
as a member of SASO and in-
volved in various community
projects in Durban. Apart from
writing, he was a high school
teacher and guest university lec-
turer. Gwala authored two vol-
umes of ‘Jol’iinkomo’, (Bring-
ing the cattle home) which was
later performed by Miriam Make-
ba. One of his best known poems
was “The Children of Nonti”
published in 1977. He passed
away on 7 September 2014.
Gwala influenced a number of
contemporary poets in South Af-
rica.

5 October 1960

SA Whites-Only
referendum

The South African apartheid re-
gime led by the National Party
(NP) held a referendum in which
white voters decided whether
South Africa should remain a
member of the British Common-
wealth of Nations or declare a
republic. The voting age restric-
tion was lowered to eighteen
years and included the white
voters in South West Africa (now
Namibia). The two former Boer
republics, Transvaal and Orange
Free State (now Free State),
and South West Africa, voted
in favour, while the Cape Prov-
ince, though also in favour, had a
smaller majority. Natal (how Kwa-
Zulu Natal), which was inhabited
by more English-speaking whites
than Afrikaners, voted against it.
The result was 52 percent in fa-
vour of a republic.

5 October 1966

The Awakening sculpture
gifted to the UN

The Nigerian government gifted
the sculpture of the Igbo goddess
of the sun, Anyanwu by African
great Ben Enwonwu (1917-
1977), to the United Nations. It
became one of the global agen-
cy’s most significant works of art.

5 October 1966

SA Military History
Society established

The South African Military Histo-
ry Society (SAMHS) was formed
following an appeal by Comman-
dant-General H.B. Klopper to
develop interest in South Africa’s
military history. The role of the
society was to help to further in-
terests of students of military his-
tory and the collection of military
items of historical importance. It
encouraged research into the his-
tory, traditions, uniforms, badges
and other historical aspects of
the armed forces of Southern Af-
rica and, to a lesser extent, those
of other countries.

5 October 1986
Queenstown UDF leader
Mbuyiseli Songelwa died
in detention

On October 1986, Mbuyiseli
Songelwa, a Queenstown com-
munity and United Democratic
Front leader died in police cus-
tody. He was awaiting trial on
subversion charges at Fort Glar-
morgan Prison in East London.
According to police reports he
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died of asthma on his way to the
hospital. Songelwa had suffered
the asthma attack on the Friday,
but had only received medical
assistance on the Saturday.

5 October 2016
Ethiopia-Djibouti Electric
Railway starts service
Africa’s first cross-border elec-
trical rail line began the 750 km
Ethiopia-Djibouti train service
from Addis Ababa to Djibouti.
This cuts down the journey from 3
days to 12 hours, used for freight
for landlocked Ethiopia’s trade.

6 October 1899
Long March by Black
Mineworkers

LONGEST
MARCH

With the outbreak of the Anglo-Bo-
er War imminent, thousands of
Black men and women were left
stranded in Johannesburg. Mine
owners closed mines and paid off
miners, without assisting them to
get home safely. Thousands of
miners were forced out of mine
properties and had to leave the
safety of the mine compounds.
They faced the real possibility of
being arrested for vagrancy, or
being shot by Boer commandos.
Though trains were readily avail-
able to transport refugees to Na-
tal and many Black mineworkers
could afford to pay the required
train fares, they were not giv-
en passage, because they were
black. As a result, more than

7000 Zulu mineworkers, escort-
ed by Mr J.J. Marwick, represen-
tative of the Natal Native Affairs
Department and six Republican
policemen, left Johannesburg on
their way home to Natal and Zu-
luland, walking about 56 kilome-
tres per day, with the exception
of some seventy men and fifty
women and children who were
too ill to continue the march and
who boarded trains at Heidelberg
station. The march is fictionalised
in a book by Fred Khumalo, The
Longest March (2019).

6 October 1902

Cape Town-Beira Railway
line completed

On 6 October 1902 the 3200 km
long railway line between Cape
Town and Beira in Mozambique
was completed. The construction
of the Beira Railway to Umtali
was completed in February 1889,
just before the South African War
(Anglo-Boer War Il, 1899-1902).
On 16 February 1898, the first
regular freight service began.

6 October 1994

Chess master Tunde
Onakoya born

Nigerian chess master and hu-
manitarian, Tunde Onakoya was
born in Ikorodu. A top-ranked
chess player who learned the
game as a child in the barber-
shop of his slum neighbourhood,
he founded Chess in Slums Afri-
ca to empower children in poor
urban settings.

6 October 1999
Agriculture South Africa
changes its name to
AgriSA

The SA Agricultural Union re-
structured and changed its name
on the union’s annual meeting in
Rustenburg to Agri South Afri-
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ca (AgriSA). Agriculture SA was
formed in 1904 as a whites-only
agricultural association, to pro-
mote the interests of its constit-
uent members. AgriSA today
consists of nine provincial and 26
commodity organisations as well
as 44 corporate members.

6 October 2006

Mbuzini Samora Machel
Public Library Opens

On 6 October 2006, the Minister
of Arts and Culture, Pallo Jor-
dan, opened a community library
at Mbuzini in the Mpumalanga
Province, known as the Mbuzini
Samora Machel Public Library.
This library was opened to com-
memorate the 20th anniversary
of the death of Samora Machel.
On 19 October 1986, an air plane
carrying the Mozambican pres-
ident, his staff and other promi-
nent politicians crashed at Mbuz-
ini, killing all in the plane.

6 October 2019
First female Sudan Chief
Justice appointed

Judge Nemat Abdullah Khair is
appointed Sudan’s first female
Chief Justice, joining the small
number of female judiciary heads
on the African continent. Other
female African Chief Justices at
the time included, Hon. Meaza
Ashenafi appointed in 2018 (Ethi-
opia); Hon. Dr. Mathilda Twomey
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since 2015 (Seychelles); Hon.
Irene Mambilima since 2015
(Zambia); Hon Nthomeng Justina
Majara since 2014 (Lesotho). All
were the first woman judges to
occupy this position in their coun-
tries.

7 October 1870

Sultan bin Said starts rule
of Zanzibar

Sultan Barghash bin Said (1836—
1888) started his 18-year rule as
the second Sultan of Zanzibar on
this day. During his rule he built
much of Zanzibar’s infrastruc-
ture, including piped water, tele-
graph cables, roads, public build-
ings, and the development of the
Stone Town community and a
police force. He signed an agree-
ment with Britain to ban the slave
trade in the sultanate and closed
the slave market at Mkunazini.

7 October 1931
Archbishop Mpilo
Desmond Tutu born

was born on this day in Klerks-
dorp, Transvaal. An anti-apart-
heid activists, he was former
secretary of the South African

Council of Churches, Nobel
Peace Prize winner and first

black Archbishop of Anglican
Church in South Africa. The Arch,
as he was fondly known as, is
best known for his role as chair
of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC). He passed
away on 26 December 2021.

7 October 2000

Ebola in Uganda

An outbreak of Ebola was iden-
tified as such by doctor Matthew
Lukwiya (1957-2000), hospital
supervisor of St Mary’s Hospital
in Gulu in Uganda, after student
nurses and villagers’ deaths of vi-
ral hemorrhagic fever, taking ac-
tion to contain the spread of the
virus. However, he died of Ebola
two months after diagnosing the
cause of death. He saved ltalian
nuns from the Lord’s Resistance
Army in 1989, offering himself to
the LRA instead of the nurses,
and was later released. He also
opened the gates of the hospital
to people fleeing from rebel at-
tacks. In 1990 he was offered to
earn a master’s degree in tropical
pediatrics at the Liverpool School
of Tropical Medicine. Despite
having been offered a position at
the school after completing his
degree, he returned to St Mary’s
Hospital. Under Dr Lukwiya’s ad-
ministration, the hospital tripled
its capacity to 18,000 patients
annually, becoming one of the
top hospitals in East Africa.

7 October 2002

Sydney Brenner wins
Nobel Prize for Medicine
Sydney Brenner (1927-2019)
was a South African biologist,
who on this day was announced
as sharing the Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine, along
with colleagues Horvitz and Sul-
ston. Brenner was born in Germ-
iston, from immigrant parents
from Lithuania and Latvia.
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7 October 2004

14-year old convicted of
murder

The SABC reported that a 14-
year old girl was found guilty in
the Pietermaritzburg High Court
of murdering Radha Govender,
a Pietermaritzburg socialite in
2002. The girl was only 12-years
old when she commited the mur-
der. She was also found guilty on
charges of theft. After drugging
her victim, she approached two
men, Sipho Hadebe and Vusi
Tshabalala, and asked them to
kill Govender. They were given
some items such as clothes, jew-
elry, a video machine and a de-
coder she stole from the house
as their payments. She became
the youngest girl ever to be con-
victed of murder in SA.

7 October 2021
Abdulrazak Gurnah wins
Nobel for Literature
Tanzanian author, who was born
in Zanzibar (1948), was an-
nounced as the 2021 Nobel Lau-
reate for Literature. His works in-
clude novels Paradise (1994), By
the Sea (2001), Desertion (2005)
and Afterlives (2021).

8 October 1902
Afrikaans author Mikro

born
Christoffel Hermanus Kahn
(Mikro) (1903-1968) Afrikaans

author, was born at Van Reen-
ensplaas in Williston, attending
school in Robertson and Car-
narvon. He completed a BSc
degree in Agriculture at Stellen-
bosch University and went to
teach for a while in Kuilsrivier
and Ritchie. From 1930 to 1931
he wrote poems for the maga-
zine Huisgenoot and published
biographies, novels and adven-
ture stories. He also taught at
Teachers’ College in Oudtshoorn
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for 5 years, worked for Boerdery
in Suid-Afrika (a farmers’ maga-
zine) as chief editor and a stint
at Agricultural Ministry. He was
awarded the Hertzog Prize for
Prose (1936) and the Scheepers
Prize for Youth Literature in 1957
for Die Jongste Ruiter.

8 October 1934
ANC leader and minister
Prof Kader Asmal born

Kader Asmal, political activist,
human rights lawyer, former Min-
ister of Education (1999-2004)
and Water Affairs and Forest-
ry (1994-1999); was born in

Kwa-Dukuza. His resistance
against apartheid began in 1952
when he organized a school boy-
cott in support of the Defiance
Campaign. Asmal continued to
be active in the resistance move-
ment as a member of the ANC
for the rest of the 1950s. Early
in the 1960s, following the ban-
ning of the ANC, PAC and SACP,
Asmal went into exile. He spent
most of his time in exile based
in Ireland, where he was active
in the Anti-Apartheid Movement
(AAM). On his return to the coun-
try, he continued to be active in
the ANC, as a member of its Con-
stitutional Committee, its Nation-
al Disciplinary Committee and
its national executive committee
(NEC). Prof Asmal passed on in
June 2011.

8 October 1999
Tanzanian suspect in

US Embassy bombings
denied charges

The 26-year-old Tanzanian, Khal-
fan Khamis Mohamed, a prime
suspect in the bombing of two
US embassies in Nairobi, Ken-
ya, and Dar es Salaam, Tanza-
nia, in 1998, pleaded not guilty to
charges against him in New York.
Mohamed was traced to Cape
Town, South Africa, by the FBI
and extradited to the USAto stand
trial. He was charged along with
16 others, including Saudi exile
Usama bin Laden, for allegedly
planning attacks on Americans
overseas and embassy bomb-
ings. Mohamed was sentenced
to life imprisonment without pa-
role in 2001, and serving his sen-
tence in the US. He attempted an
escape from prison in 2000 and
in 2014 successfully sued the US
government for preventing him
from communicating with anyone
but immediate family.

8 October 2004
Wangari Maathai wins
Nobel prize

Kenyan member of parliament,
activist and founder of the Green
Belt Movement, which planted
millions of trees, became the first
African woman to win the Peace
Prize.

8 October 2018

DRC Activist against GBV
wins Nobel Peace prize

Dr Dennis Mukwege (b. 1955), a
gyneacologist became recipient
of the prestigious prize for his
work to end sexual violence as a
weapon for war. He studied med-
icine in Burundi, and returned to
the village of Lemera, where he
practiced. He founded the Panzi
hospital in 1999 in Eastern DRC,
dealing with thousands of cases
of sexual violence, with patients
of all ages. He used the evi-
dence from this work to advocate
for an end to sexual violence in
conflict to be part of the UN and
AU peacekeeping mandates. Dr
Mukwege shared the Nobel with
Iranian activist Nadia Murad.

9 October 1803

Augusta Uitenhage
deMist, travel writer
starts journey into interior
Augusta Uitenhage deMist was
the daughter of the Dutch Com-
missioner General of the Cape
Colony, and accompanied her fa-
ther on a journey from the Cape
of Good Hope to the inland, via
Saldana Bay, Helena Bay, Cal-
vinia, Tulbagh, Swellendam and
Mosselbay, up to Algoa Bay and
Graaff Reinet in the now Eastern
Cape. Accompanied by a com-
panion, Mietjie Versfeld, Augusta
wrote a diary of their travels, later
published as Diary of a journey
into the Cape of Good Hope and
the interior of Africa in 1802 and
1803 by Jonkvrou Augusta Uiten-
hage de Mist, which was trans-
lated by Dr. Edmund Burrows in
1954. The town Uitenhage was
named after the Commissioner
General, Jacob Abraham Uiten-
hage de Mist. There is today still
a guest house in Swellendam
named the Augusta de Mist.
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9 October 1876
Sol Plaatje is born

Author, ANC founder, intellec-
tual, linguist and journalist, Sol
Plaatje was born in Boshoff, Free
State on this day. Plaatje was a
founding member and first Gen-
eral Secretary of the South Afri-
can Native National Congress,
which became the African Na-
tional Congress. Plaatje estab-
lished the first Setswana-English
weekly, Koranta ea Becoana
(Newspaper of the Tswana) in
1901. This existed, under Plaat-
je’s editorship, for six or seven
years, after which he moved from
Mafeking to Kimberley. There he
established a new paper; Tsala
ea Becoana, later renamed Tsa-
la ea Batho (The Friend of the
People). While producing these
papers, Plaatje also contributed
many articles to other papers,
particularly to the Kimberley Di-
amond Fields Advertiser. When
the South African Native National
Congress (later called the African
National Congress) was formed
in 1912, Plaatje was chosen its
first secretary-general. An artic-
ulate opponent of tribalism, he
exemplified the new spirit of na-
tional unity among African intel-
lectuals. Sol Plaatje was part of
an ANC delegation that traveled
to England in June 1914 to pro-
test against the 1913 Land Act.

He was accompanied by Thom-
as Mapike, Rev. Walter Rubusa-
na, Rev John L Dube and Saul
Msane.

9 October 1940

Manto Tshabalala-
Msimang, Health Minister
born

Mantombazana Tshabalala-Msi-
mang was born at Emfume, Kwa-
Zulu-Natal. Tshabalala-Msimang
matriculated at Inanda Seminary
School in Durban in 1959. She
studied for her BA degree at Fort
Hare University. Tshabalala-Msi-
mang and other 27 student activ-
ists were ordered by the African
National Congress (ANC) to skip
the country, exiled in Tanzania
(then Tanganyika). Tshabala-
la-Msimang spent 28 years in ex-
ile and continued with her stud-
ies, attaining a medical degree at
the First Leningrad Medical Insti-
tute, to fulfill her mother’s wish.
She practiced as a Medical Doc-
tor in different African countries.
After returning from exile, she
became a Member of Parliament
in 1994, served as Chair of the
Portfolio committee on Health,
as Deputy Minister of Justice
(1996-1999) and as Minister of
Health from 1999-2008. Minister
Tshabalala-Msimang passed on
in December 2009.

9 October 1962
Uganda gains
Independence
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The East African country Uganda
gained independence from Great
Britain as a parliamentary dem-
ocratic monarchy with traditional
kingdoms Ankole, Buganda, Bun-
yoro and Toro receiving federal
status and a degree of autonomy.
Buganda, under the leadership of
Sir Edward Mutesa, was the most
powerful kingdom. Milton Obote,
the leader of the socialist Ugan-
da People’s Congress (UPC) be-
came the first prime minister of
the newly independent Uganda.
In 1963 Uganda became the Re-
public of Uganda, with Mutesa I
as first (largely ceremonial) pres-
ident.

9 October 1953
Reservation of Separate
Amenities Act starts

The apartheid Nationalist Party
(NP) regime developed the con-
cept of allocation of resources
such as general infrastructure,
education and jobs and for-
malised this into law. The Ameni-
ties Act provided that there should
be separate amenities such as
toilets, parks and beaches for
different racial groups. Subse-
quently, apartheid signs indicat-
ing which people were permitted
to enter/use the facilities, were
displayed throughout the country.
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The standards of amenities for
non-Whites were generally lower
than those for Whites.

9 October 1963

Rivonia Trialists starts

On this day Walter Sisulu, Nelson
Mandela, Govan Mbeki, Ahmed
Kathrada, Rusty Bernstein, Den-
nis Goldberg, James Kantor, An-
drew Mlangeni, Elias Motsoaledi
and Raymond Mhlaba (The Ri-
vonia Trialist) were charged with
sabotage and attempting to over-
throw the state violently.

9 October 1964

Global calls for stop to
execution for Vuyisile Mini
and others

The United Nations Special Com-
mittee on the Policies of Apart-
heid, at the special meeting,
urgently demanded that South Af-
rica refrain from executing three
leaders of the ANC, sentenced
to death in March 1964. The
appeals of the three — Vuyisile
Mini (44), Wilson Khayinga and
Zinakile Mkaba - against their
sentences had been rejected by
the Supreme Court. Despite lo-
cal and international appeals,
including by President Nasser
of Egypt who at the time chaired
the Non-Aligned Movement, Mini
and colleagues were executed

on 6 November 1964 and buried
in secret by the apartheid regime.

9 October 1994
Footballer Asisat Oshoala
born

Professional football player Asi-
sat Oshoala is born in |korodu,
Nigeria. She is one of the most
decorated African female football
players, including four times Af-
rican Women’s Footballer of the
Year.

10 October 1825

Paul Kruger born

On 10 October 1825, Afrikan-
er leader Stephanus Johannes
Paulus Kruger, was born in Whit-
tlesea, Eastern Cape on his
grandfather’s farm. Paul Kruger
was elected as the State Presi-
dent of the South African Re-
public (Transvaal) at age 57. He
became known as the face of the
Boer resistance against the Brit-
ish during the Anglo Boer War of
1899-1902.The Kruger National
Park as well as the Krugerrand
coin was named after him after
his death in 1904.

10 October 1926

South African Memorial at
Delville Forest opened

The National War Memorial was
opened outside the village of

Longueval, France, next to the
historic Delville Wood. The Me-
morial was unveiled in commem-
oration of the thousands of South
Africans who fought during the
First World War. The inscription
was later broadened to include
those that fell during the Second
World War too. After 1994, the
War Memorial was updated to
also recognize the sacrifices and
contributions of black South Afri-
cans to the two world wars.

10 October 1963

United Nations Calls for
Release of all Political
prisoners

After the arrest of the MK High
Command, including Nelson
Mandela, Water Sisulu, Govan
Mbeki and others, (the Rivonia
trialists), with charges of sabo-
tage, terrorism and communism,
and the possibility of the death
penalty sparked an international
campaign for an end to the trial
and release of political prisoners.
On 11 October 1963, the United
Nations General Assembly ad-
opted Resolution XVIII, request-
ing the South African government
to end the Rivonia Trial and to
unconditional release all prison-
ers in jail for opposing apartheid.
The vote was 106 to 1, with only
South Africa voting against. The
apartheid government proceed-
ed with the trial and in June 1964,
sentenced 8 of the accused to life
imprisonment. The response of
the international community was
to impose further economic and
cultural sanctions on South Africa.

10 October 1989

De Klerk announces
release of 8 Robben
Islanders

Shortly after taking over from
P.W. Botha as state president,
F.W. de Klerk announced the un-
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conditional release of eight long
serving political prisoners of the
liberation movements African Na-
tional Congress (ANC) and Pan
Africanist Congress (PAC). The
eight prisoners were former ANC
secretary-general Walter Sisu-
lu, Andrew Mlangeni, Raymond
Mhlaba, Elias Motsoaledi, Wilton
Mkwayi, Ahmed Kathrada, Jafta
Masemola and Oscar Mpetha.

10 October 1999
Phakisa Freeway opens

The Phakisa Freeway located in
Welkom, Free State, opened on
10 October 1999. The Phakisa
Freeway combined the tradition-
al oval and road course. Since

inauguration, the racecourse
hosted the penultimate leg of
the 1999 Federation of Interna-
tional Motorcycling Grand Prix in
1999 and the World Motorcycle
Championship Grand Prix in the
years 1999, 2000 and 2001. The
Phakisa Freeway has a capaci-
ty of 60000 spectators, with the
racecourse comprising of a 4,24
kilometre road course, and a 2,4
kilometre oval race course with
no chicane. In May 2021 the Mo-
bil 1 V8 Supercars championship
race was hosted at Phakisa.

10 October 2003

Oil pipeline opened in
Chad

The first Chadian oil pipeline was
opened by then Chad President
Idriss Deby on 10 October 2003.
Thus, the small West African re-
public of Chad joined the group

of oil-producing African nations.
In 2020, Chad was ranked as
holder of the 10th largest African
oil reserves.

10 October 2005

Milton Obote, Uganda’s
first Prime Minister dies

in Johannesburg

Milton Obote, a graduate from
Makerere University and member
of the legislative council of Ugan-
da from 1957, founded the Ugan-
da People’s Congress in 1960.
Obote became Uganda’s Prime
Minister after independence from
the British in 1962 and by 1966
installed as president. He was
overthrown by Idi Amin in 1971
and fled to Tanzania. He returned
with the Tanzanian-aided inva-
sion of 1979 and was re-elected
in 1980. Factionalism led to an
army coup in 1985 in which he
was ousted a second time and
exiled to Zambia. 10 years later
Obote was rushed from Zambia
to a hospital in Johannesburg,
South Africa, where he died of
kidney failure on 10 October
2005. He was 81 when he died
and was given a state funeral in
Kampala.

11 October 1886
Standard Bank opens
branch in Johannesburg
Standard Bank was established
in Port Elizabeth in 1862, then
known as The Standard Bank
of British South Africa. It started
doing business in a tent in Jo-
hannesburg, and then known as
Ferreira’s Camp, in 1886, when
it became the first bank to open
a branch on the Witwatersrand
gold fields. The second branch
in Johannesburg was opened
in Eloff Street on 1 November
1901. In 1959 it moved its head
office from Pretoria to Johannes-
burg and in 1970 it took owner-
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ship of a prestigious new head
office building at 78 Fox Street.
The bank has grown to span 17
African countries and 16 coun-
tries across South East Asia, Lat-
in America and Eastern Europe.
The bank now boasts a multi-mil-
lion Standard Bank Centre head
office located in Simmonds
Street, Johannesburg.

11 October 1954
Malan unveils Paul Kruger
on Church Square

er Republic of the Transvaal,

Paul Kruger's bronze statue
was sculpted by artist Anton
Van Wouw in 1896, commis-
sioned by industrialist, Sammy
Marks. The statue was finally in-
stalled at Church Square after it
had been previously installed at
Prince’s Park and later moved to
the Pretoria Station. It was un-
veiled by then Prime Minister, Dr
DF Malan on 11 October 1954.
The square was initially used as
a market place and sports field.
In 1855, the city’s first church
was built on the site, hence the
name Church square. Today the
square attracts scores of tourists
from all over the world. It is sur-
rounded by historical buildings
that boast beautiful architecture
with the statue positioned as a
central feature. There has been
call since the Rhodes Must Fall
movement for the removal of the
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Kruger statue. During the 2021
local government elections, the
ANC held its Manifesto launch at
Church Square.

11 October 1955

Artist Tony Nkotsi born
Anthony Molebatsi Nkotsi, South
African artist and the head of the
Printmaking Department of the
Johannesburg Art Foundation
in 1988, was born in Johannes-
burg. During his schooling years
he would spend any money that
his mother gave him on art mate-
rials and spent his Saturdays at
informal art classes in Orlando,
Soweto. Here he was exposed to
contemporary South African art
and was particularly impressed
by a large drawing by Dumile
Feni. His involvement in the stu-
dent uprisings of 1976 saw him
being detained. On his release
he attended art classes at the
Mofolo Art Centre where he met
Dumisani Mabaso and Gordon
Gabashane who had then recent-
ly graduated from Rorke’s Drift.
Together with Mabaso he found-
ed Skuzo, a printmaking studio
in Johannesburg in 1983 and the
Hammanskraal Art Project, north
of Pretoria. His well-known work
includes Portrait of a Man (Biko).

11 October 1978

Global Anti-Apartheid
campaigners recognised
At a special meeting of the
General Assembly, the United
Nations gave awards to the fol-
lowing seven persons in recog-
nition of their contribution to the
international campaign against
apartheid: Reverend Canon L.
John Collins (UK); Michael Man-
ley (Jamaica); Murtala Mohamed
(Nigeria); Gamal Abdel Nasser
(Egypt); Jawaharlal Nehru (In-
dia); Olof Palme (Sweden) and
Paul Robeson (USA)

INTERNATIONAL AND
NATIONAL DAYS

5 =11 October 2024

Source: www.un.org, www.au.int, The Africa Fact Book (2020),
www.daysoftheyear.com

5 October
World Teachers Day

The day celebrates the adoption of the ILO/UNESCO recommenda-
tions on the status of teachers, setting benchmarks for the rights and
responsibilities of teachers and standards for their training, further ed-
ucation, recruitment, employment, and teaching and learning condi-
tions. As populations grow and lifelong learning becomes the norm,
the number of teachers (from pre-primary to vocational and higher
education) grow exponentially. In 1993, there were just over 55 mil-
lion teachers in the world across the different spheres of education,
today this number is over 80 million and growing. Across the world,
male teachers are under-represented in preschool and primary educa-
tion, and over-represented in tertiary education. In 2023, there were
454,749 teachers in public and independent schools in South Africa,
teaching 13.4 million learners. This figure excludes teachers in early
childhood development centres and special schools.

7 October

Global Day for Decent Work

Decent work is central towards an inclusive society, and dignity for
all. According to the ILO, decent work includes access to jobs, that
provides dignity, with fair income, safe working conditions, a voice to
workers and equality. With South Africa’s catastrophic rate of unem-
ployment, especially for young people and women, decent work must
remain at the centre of our national development.
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7-11 October

National Marine Week

National Marine Week is celebrated every year
during the second week of October. Its purpose is
to create awareness on the marine and coastal en-
vironment, the promotion of sustainable use and
conservation of these resources, for the benefit of
all both present and future generations. South Af-
rica is nestled between the warm Agulhas Current
on its east coast with rich ocean biodiversity, but
not large fish stocks and the cold Benguela sys-
tem on its west coast that supports large fisheries
such as anchovy, sardine and hake stocks. These
currents are key drivers of South Africa’s climate
and rainfall conditions. To ensure the health of our
oceans, we can reduce plastic consumption, make
informed seafood choices, not dump chemicals in
rivers and beaches, choose green detergents or
make your own, keep beaches clean, and fill your
yard with indigenous species. (www.dirco.gov.za)

9 October

World Post Day

World Post Day is celebrated each year on 9 Octo-
ber. The event was declared by the 1969 Universal
Postal Congress in Tokyo as a means to mark the
anniversary of the Universal Postal Union’s (UPU)
creation in 1874. The purpose of World Post Day is
to bring awareness to the Post’s role in the every-
day lives of people and businesses, as well as its
contribution to global social and economic develop-
ment. Postal services are facing seismic changes,
due to the replacement of ‘snail mail’ with e-mail
and other forms of messaging, as well as the en-
trance of private courier services, as e-commerce
grows.

9 October

World Hospice and Palliative Care Day
Hospice
care (at
home or
in a spe-
cialized
institution)
is provid-
ed when a
patient no
longer re-
spond to
treatment
and their
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Let us unite
and support
communities
to alleviate suffering

last days made as comfortable as possible, whilst
palliative care is to assist with serious conditions
that may not always be fatal, but still impacts on the
patient’s quality of life, mainly elderly persons. The
year 2024 marks 10 years since the World Health
Assembly (WHO’s Governing Body) passed the
only stand-alone resolution on palliative care, call-
ing for all countries to “strengthen palliative care
as a component of comprehensive care through-
out the life course.” This is what inspired the theme
for 2024, Ten Years Since the Resolution: How Are
We Doing?

10 October

World Mental Health Day

Raising awareness of mental health issues and
treatment is important to encourage well-being and
prevent suicides. During the Covid-19 pandemic,
many experience mental health challenges due to
isolation, fear and grief of losing loved ones. The
day encourages people to care for themselves and
to care for others.

10 October

World Homeless Day

Two percent of the global population is homeless
and live on the streets, in developed and develop-
ing countries. Homeless people face exposure to
the weather conditions, and therefore poor health
and exposure to crime. The main causes of home-
lessness are lack of affordable houses, unemploy-
ment, poverty and low wages, and also lack of ac-
cess to land.

11 October
International Day of the Girl Child
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The day is celebrated by the UN, led by its special-
ised agency on children, UNICEF, to focus on the
issues faced by girl children, to amplify their voices
and work with girls to stand up for their rights.
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More than half of mental
health disorders occurs
before the age of 14 years

South Africans who think their mental health is as important
as their physical health
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South Africans who likely skills for employment
suffer from depression

South Africans
suffer from anxiety,
depression or
substance abuse

South Africa ranked

I UTH #10 on list of country

with most suicides

3,000

Number of daily calls received by the South
African Depression and Anxiety Group (SADAG)

from people reaching out for help

country

355 Number of licensed community-based mental health facilities in the

Information compiled by the ANC Policy Monitoring, Evaluation and Research Department (PMER)
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