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Violence against women
is a national disaster that
demands national action

BN By PRESIDENT CYRIL RAMAPHOSA

S South Africa and the

world observes 16 Days

of Activism against Gen-

er-Based Violence

from 25 November to 10 Decem-

ber, it is a shame that our coun-

try has the dubious distinction of

having one of the world’s highest

levels of violence against women
and girls.

According to the National GBV
Study 2022 conducted by the Hu-
man Sciences Research Council
(HSRC), more than 35% of South
African women aged 18 and older
have experienced physical or sex-
ual violence in their lifetime. In the
majority of these cases the perpe-
trator was an intimate partner.

The HSRC study was the first of
its kind to provide the baseline

data needed to support our efforts
to combat gender-based violence
and femicide (GBVF). It was man-
dated by the National Strategic
Plan (NSP) that emanated from
the first Presidential Summit on
GBVF we convened in 2018.

At the height of the COVID-19
pandemic, | characterised vio-
lence against women as a sec-
ond pandemic. But its impacts are
arguably even more corrosive.
Gender-based violence destroys
families, has an economic cost,
causes instability and fear for
women and girls, and reproduces
inter-generational trauma.

Last month, the government clas-
sified gender-based violence and
femicide as a national disaster,
recognising that dealing with this

scourge demands exceptional
measures.

This classification strengthens
the mandates of the respective
government departments, such
as Social Development, Justice,
Health, Police and Basic Educa-
tion, to tackle GBVF.

The classification will allow for ex-
panded access to shelters, safe
spaces, psycho-social counselling
and community-based prevention
programmes. It will enable faster
emergency resource allocation for
survivor services, enhanced mon-
itoring and reporting mechanisms,
and strengthen oversight.

All affected organs of state wiill
be required to submit progress
reports to the National Disaster



2 ANC Today

CONVERSATIONS WITH THE PRESIDENT

Management Centre on the ac-
tions they are taking.

Earlier this year, the South African
Police Service (SAPS) and the
Department of Justice and Con-
stitutional Development briefed
the Multiparty Women’s Caucus
in Parliament on the actions being
taken to address the GBV crisis.

The noted that the SAPS have
stepped up actions against per-
petrators and case management
is improving. More victim-friendly
facilites and services, including
specialised GBV desks, have
been rolled out at SAPS stations
across the country. A GBVF Infor-
mation Centre has been set up at
the SAPS Academy in Pretoria to
track incidents.

The SAPS and the National Pros-
ecuting Authority continue their
joint work to improve the speed
and quality of evidence analysis.
A 24-hour service for obtaining
protection orders has been intro-
duced.

The Department of Justice and
Constitutional Development pro-
vided a progress report on the
operationalisation of the anti-GBV
laws | signed into law in 2022.
These included amendments to
laws around domestic violence,
strengthening the sexual offences
register, establishing more sexu-
al offences courts, and improving
support services for vulnerable
persons.

Even as we have made prog-
ress on the NSP, implementation
remains uneven. By classifying
GBVF a national disaster, we will
be able to speed up resource
allocation and funding flows to

113

ANNIVERSARY

PROTECT 0“‘!
WOMEN AND CHILDBEN

what must be done to arrest it.

support survivors and improve
access to justice. We will be able
to support law enforcement agen-
cies and the judiciary to expedite
the management and processing
of GBVF-related cases.

Prevention is an integral part of
the national anti-GBVF effort and
far greater effort must be made to
include men.

As | said at last week’s Men’s Ind-
aba in the Free State, unless we
directly engage men in prevention
efforts, we will continue to have
marches, hold protests and con-
duct social media campaigns, but
the statistics will not change. Even
as men are the main perpetrators
of GBVF, they are also part of the
solution. This is not a fight to be
waged by women alone.

Under the national disaster clas-
sification we will be accelerating
prevention programmes targeting
men and boys. | have called for a
concerted, sustained nationwide
programme of dialogues with men
and boys to engage openly on
what is driving this pandemic, and

We must engage honestly about
the toxic masculinity, cultural
norms, peer pressure, social dy-
namics and socialisation that is
turning men and boys into abus-
ers of women and children.

A national disaster demands na-
tional responsibility.

Whether as communities, civil so-
ciety, government, faith leaders,
business, unions or citizens, we
must all play our part in bringing
this scourge to an end.

We must be part of dismantling
the attitudes that sustain violence
against women and children by
our own actions. We must report
such crimes instead of looking
away or regarding it as not our
business.

The safety and security of women
and children is everybody’s busi-
ness. Let us continue to work to-
gether as all of society to realise
a society free from gender-based
violence and femicide.
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ADDRESS BY ANC PRESIDENT CDE CYRIL RAMAPHOSA AT THE

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FREEDOM CHARTER

MRADES and Friends,
we gather here, as mem-
bers of the African Na-
ional Congress, to cele-

brate the 70th anniversary of the
adoption of the Freedom Charter.

We gather here to recall the mo-
mentous events that took place
at the Congress of the People in
Kliptown on the 26th of June 1955.

Today, 70 years later, we cele-
brate the Freedom Charter not
as an historical artefact, but as
an enduring vision of a free and
democratic society that continues
to inspire and guide our struggle.

It was the late President Oliver
Tambo who said: “The Freedom
Charter was not just another po-
litical document, the Congress of
the People was not just another
conference. The Freedom Char-

ter is the sum total of our aspira-
tions, but more: it is the road to the
new life.”

In this NGC we have had to ask
ourselves whether the National
Democratic Revolution is still on
course.

The Freedom Charter and the
concept of the National Democrat-
ic Revolution are closely linked
within the ideology and history of
South Africa’s liberation move-
ment, particularly the African Na-
tional Congress.

The National Democratic Revolu-
tion is the strategic and theoretical
process through which the Char-
ter’s vision is realised in practice.
The NDR is built upon the Char-
ter’s foundation.

The Freedom Charter outlines a

set of ideals and aspirations and
the NDR sets out the ongoing
transformation strategy to achieve
the National Democratic Society
that is envisaged in the Freedom
Charter.

In building a National Democratic
Society, we firstly seek to build a
united, capable and ethical devel-
opmental state based on the will
of the people regardless of race,
sex, belief, language, ethnicity or
geography — incorporating repre-
sentative participation and delib-
erative elements so that the peo-
ple shall govern.

Secondly, improving the quali-
ty of life for all through access to
affordable, basic quality services;
equal rights and human dignity;
and broad opportunities for every
citizen.

Thirdly, to build an inclusive, trans-
formed and thriving economy that
offers decent livelihoods to all,
including restoring the right of all
South Africans to access land, the
nation’s wealth, finance and other
resources — within a growing, in-
tegrated African continental econ-
omy.

Fourthly, to build a nation with a
common identity as an African
country underpinned by non-ra-
cialism, non-sexism, unity, diver-
sity and a spirit of global human
solidarity.

The Freedom Charter is the foun-
dation of the South African society
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that we have solemnly undertak-
en to build.

The Congress of the People was
the culmination of centuries of re-
sistance and decades of struggle.

In order to resolve the problem
of colonialism and later apart-
heid, the leaders of the Congress
movement always sought to come
up with strategic solutions, reflect-
ed in seminal documents, that
would unite the Congress move-
ment, express the people’s needs
and aspirations, present a prin-
cipled alternative to colonialism
and apartheid with a view to guide
future action, and inspire the op-
pressed masses to continue fight-
ing for freedom and justice.

As the Union of South Africa was
established in 1910 to the exclu-
sion of the majority of our people,
African leaders came together
from across the land to form the
South African Native National
Congress.

In 1923, this organisation, now
known as the ANC, produced
the first iconic document called
the Bill of Rights in South Africa’s
history.

As the Second World War raged
and the Atlantic Charter adopted
by the Allies appeared to point
the way to a new world order,
the ANC produced the Africans’
Claims in South Africa.

In April 1954, the Federation of
South African Women drafted
and adopted the Women’s Char-
ter, which outlined demands for
the recognition of women'’s rights,
including equality, full political
participation, and social and eco-
nomic justice for women across
South Africa regardless of race.

It is a landmark document that
laid the foundation for women’s
activism and played a significant
role in the anti-apartheid and
women’s rights movements. It
was regarded as the first wom-
en’s rights document drafted in
South Africa.

The Freedom Charter adopted in
1955 was to follow in the wake of
all these other iconic documents
as one of the most important po-
litical documents in South African
history.

Besides the documents | have
referred to, there is a host of
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key documents that collective-
ly shaped the vision, tactics and
the ultimate achievement of
freedom, equality and justice in
the struggle that started in 1912
when our glorious movement, the
ANC, was formed to wage the
struggle against colonialism and
apartheid.

These documents include:

« The 1923 Bill of Rights, which
demanded land rights, equali-
ty, justice, representation and
freedom for all South Africans.

« The Africans’ Claims docu-
ment of 1943 was about the
early demand for civil and po-
litical rights.

* The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights of 1948, which
was affirmed by South Africa’s
liberation movements.

* The programme of action of
1949, calling for militant action
for liberation.

« The Women’s Charter of 1954,
which was about equal rights
for women.

» The Freedom Charter in 1955,
which is the blueprint for non-ra-
cial democracy and justice.

* The Statement from the Dock
by Nelson Mandela in the Ri-
vonia Trial in 1964, which set

YEARS ¢
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out ideas of resistance and
equality.

« The Black Consciousness
manifestoes of the 1970s, ad-
vocating psychological libera-
tion and black pride.

+ The Soweto Students’ resolu-
tions of 1976, which demand-
ed education reform and youth
rights.

* The founding charter of the
UDF in 1983, which launched
a mass democratic movement
for equality.

* The Harare Declaration adopt-
ed by the OAU in 1989 outlined
principles and preconditions
for negotiations to end apart-
heid. It became a key policy
roadmap for the international
community and the liberation
movement.

* The ANC Constitutional Prin-
ciples adopted at the ANC’s
1991 and 1992 National
Conference and policy con-
ferences. These principles
strongly influenced the nego-
tiating processes at CODESA
and the Multi-Party Negotiat-
ing Forum and the content of
South Africa’s interim consti-
tution in 1993, as well as the
final Constitution adopted in
1996.

* The Interim Constitution of the
Republic of South Africa of
1993.

* The Constitution of the Re-
public of South Africa of 1996,
which created the democratic
state that we now have to-
day with legal guarantees of
equality and justice.

Tonight, we focus on the Free-
dom Charter, which stands above
all these.

The Freedom Charter laid out
a vision for a non-racial, demo-
cratic, and just South Africa. It
became a moral and ideological
foundation for the anti-apartheid

struggle and later influenced the
country’s Constitution.

The idea to have the Freedom
Charter drafted was initiated by
Professor ZK Matthews, who
proposed that a Congress of the
People be convened to draw up a
Freedom Charter.

It was in the town of Cradock,
at a provincial conference of the
ANC in 1953, that he raised con-
cern about the deepening crisis
in race relations in South Africa.

He said:

“I wonder whether the time has
not come for the ANC to consider
the question of convening a Na-
tional Convention, a Congress of
the People, representing all the
people of this country irrespec-
tive of race or colour to draw up
a Freedom Charter for the demo-
cratic South Africa of the future.”

The drafting of the Freedom
Charter was principally led by
the South African Congress Alli-
ance, which included the African
National Congress, South Afri-
can Indian Congress, Congress
of Democrats and the Coloured
People’s Congress.

The Congress Alliance called
on all South Africans to speak
of freedom. It called on them to
draw up their demands for ‘the
things that will make us free”.

In the call to the Congress of the
People, the Congress Alliance
said:

Let us speak together.

All of us together — African and
European, Indian and coloured.
Voter and voteless. Privileged
and rightless. The happy and the
homeless.

All the people of South Africa; of
the towns and of the countryside.
Let us speak together of freedom.
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And of the happiness that can
come to men and women if they
live in a land that is free.”

The report of the ANC NEC to the
1954 Annual Conference said:
“Never in South African history
have the ordinary people of this
country been enabled to take part
in deciding their own fate and fu-
ture... There is a need to hear
the voice of the ordinary citizen of
this land, proclaiming to the world
their demands for freedom.”

From across the country, people
responded in their numbers, lead-
ing to the Congress of the Peo-
ple, which was the biggest single
gathering of representatives of
the people in South Africa.

To have the Freedom Charter
drafted, the ANC sent 50,000
volunteers across the country
to collect “freedom demands”
from ordinary people, a massive
grassroots democratic exercise.

The organisational ability of
amassing 50,000 volunteers
showed that the ANC had broad-
based mass support and that it
was able to mobilise grassroots
structures. Even then the ANC
showed that it was an organisa-
tion that relied heavily on strong
participatory grassroots struc-
tures. These structures gave the
organisation widespread reach,
ensured democratic participation,
facilitated community engage-
ment, enhanced mobilisation and
effective feedback.

We often talk about being able to
mobilise thousands of volunteers
for election work. Are there any
lessons we can draw from the
manner in which the ANC of the
1950s functioned?

The ANC success in mobilising
thousands of people stemmed
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from a combination of its histor-
ical legitimacy, the strong local
branches, strategic partnerships
with civic organisations, dynamic
mass campaigns, ongoing politi-
cal education — which often took
place at night in what were called
night schools — and attention to
community needs.

These factors fostered active
grassroots  participation and
deep community engagement,
making the ANC of the 1950s a
truly mass based political move-
ment in South Africa.

We have to ask ourselves wheth-
er we are able to continue with
this rich legacy.

At the time the Freedom Charter
was drafted apartheid was tight-
ening its grip.

The Freedom Charter boldly re-
jected racial hierarchy and de-
manded a society built on equali-
ty, democracy and human rights.

The apartheid government saw
this as treasonous.

In dawn raids across the country
on the 5th of December 1956,
they arrested leaders of our
movement and put them on trial
for high treason.

These 156 people were from all
races, both men and women,
people whose only crime was to
strive for a united, free and equal
country.

By March 1961, all of those on
trial had been acquitted and dis-
charged.

Looking back, we see that the
Freedom Charter campaign had
a profound effect on the Con-
gress movement and its organi-
sational structures and capability.

It cemented the non-racial char-
acter of the movement, both in
terms of its content and its com-
position.

It enabled the Congress move-
ment to expand its organisational
reach beyond the urban areas,
transforming it in a fully-fledged
national movement.

As Ismail Vadi notes in his 1995
history of the Freedom Charter
campaign:

“The campaign for the Congress
of the People and the Freedom
Charter introduced within the lib-
eration movement a degree of
ideological uniformity and cohe-
sion that did not exist previously.”

The Freedom Charter provided a
clear and concise set of policies,
aims and objectives and principles.

The Freedom Charter set out a
10-clause vision for a democrat-
ic, equal South Africa.

Having been drafted through
mass public consultation and
adopted at the Congress of the
People it was used as a mobilis-
ing and organising weapon in the
struggle for democracy.

It later influenced the values em-
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bedded in the democratic Consti-
tution of 1996.

It called for a fundamental re-
structuring of all aspects of South
African society.

Among the most profound asser-
tions to come out of the Congress
of the People was that South Af-
rica belongs to all who live in it,
black and white.

That statement was far more
than an assertion of the right of
residence in this country. It was
more than an assertion of a com-
mon citizenship.

It was a declaration that all South
Africans, regardless of race,
have a right to an equal share of
the country’s natural resources.
They must share in ownership
of, and access to, the means of
production. They must all have a
fair share of national income and
public resources.

The Freedom Charter called for
the dispossessed and the disen-
franchised to have equal owner-
ship of their country.

At the same time, it also made
clear that white South Africans
— the descendants of those who
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had come as colonisers and set-
tlers — also had an equal right to
call this country their home.

This principle has guided the
ANC over many decades and is
foundational to the democratic
society we are building.

The Freedom Charter declares
that The People Shall Govern!

As South Africans, we must be
proud that for the last three de-
cades we have consistently held
free and fair elections and that
these elections continue to re-
flect the will of the people.

Democracy is deeply entrenched
in our society and among our
people. We understand that de-
mocracy is much more than hold-
ing regular elections.

We should actively encourage
citizens to be involved in com-
munity building, in civic duties, in
civil society, in local campaigns.

An active citizenry is vital for our
democracy to flourish and for our
country to succeed.

The Freedom Charter envisages
a developmental state that plays
a leading role in ensuring social
and economic opportunities to
those previously denied.

It envisages a state with sufficient
legal authority and means to en-
sure decent working conditions
and to take steps to improve the
lives of the poor and marginal-
ised.

It envisages local councils where
citizens must be consulted about
the development needs of their
communities and be actively in-
volved in the implementation of
development programmes.

The Freedom Charter says that
All National Groups Shall have
Equal Rights!

The task of building a non-racial
society remains fundamental to
the work of our movement and to
broader society.

Through our policies, pro-
grammes and practices, we need
to advance non-racialism, en-
suring that every South African
appreciates their equal and irre-
vocable right to call this country
home.

All South Africans must feel that
they have a future here.

We need to build a non-sexist so-
ciety in which all forms of gender
discrimination, oppression, ex-
ploitation and violence are erad-
icated. This requires the achieve-
ment of full gender equality in all
areas of life, from the home to the
workplace, from the economy to
the sports field.

As we mark the 30th anniversa-
ry of the Beijing Platform of Ac-
tion, we need to ensure that we
have effective policies and pro-
grammes to advance the em-
powerment of women.

Having recognised that gen-
der-based violence and femicide
is a national disaster, we need to
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mobilise all the energy and all the
resources of society to end it.

A united and cohesive society re-
quires also that we end the ex-
clusion, segregation and margin-
alisation experienced by persons
with disabilities.

We need to confront discrimina-
tion, prejudice and violence di-
rected against members of the
LGBTQI community, giving real
effect to the right to equality con-
tained in our Constitution.

The Freedom Charter declares
that The People Shall Share in
the Country’s Wealth! and There
Shall be Work and Security!

As we cement the political gains
of the last three decades, our fo-
cus is firmly on the task of funda-
mental economic transformation.

As a movement, we have re-
solved that rapid, inclusive eco-
nomic growth is necessary to
generate employment and busi-
ness opportunities — and is es-
sential to advance empowerment
and redress.

Since 1994 we have enacted
laws to advance the transforma-
tion of our economy, anchored in
the Broad-Based Black Econom-
ic Empowerment Act and the Em-
ployment Equity Act.

The progress we have made
is undeniable. We have seen
real changes in ownership pat-
terns, including more businesses
owned by women. We have seen
changes in management con-
trol, enterprise development and
skills development.

Despite this progress, the aver-
age income of white households
is still nearly five times higher than
that of black African households.
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That is why we need to intensi-
fy our drive for inclusive growth
through infrastructure develop-
ment, industrial policy, land re-
distribution and black economic
empowerment.

We do not agree with the sugges-
tion that we must make a choice
between growth and transforma-
tion. Economic growth without
transformation entrenches exclu-
sion, and transformation without
growth is unsustainable.

To build a country in which there
is work and security, where all
may share in its wealth, we must
pursue growth and transforma-
tion together.

The Freedom Charter says The
Land Shall Be Shared Among
Those Who Work It!

The struggle to return the land
of this country to all the people
of South Africa remains a histor-
ical and economic imperative.
More than a century after its en-
actment, the Natives’ Land Act
continues to define much of the
landscape of our country.

It is to address this persistent in-
justice, that we are proceeding
with the implementation of an ac-
celerated land reform programme
to provide land to those who work
itand who need it, including young
people and women.

We are working to ensure that the
return of the land is accompanied
by robust programmes of sup-
port to beneficiaries, promoting
economic growth and sustaining
food security.

The Freedom Charter says All
Shall be Equal Before the Law!
and All Shall Enjoy Equal Hu-
man Rights!

ALL SHALL SE

EQUAL Beoe THE
L AW

It is a measure of the weight of our
history and the dreams of our fu-
ture that the first right contained in
the Bill of Rights in our Constitu-
tion is the right to equality.

For centuries, our country has
been defined by inequality. It is
our deepest desire that our na-
tion shall be defined by equality.

Since it was adopted nearly 30
years ago, our Constitution has
enshrined and safeguarded the
equal rights of all South Africans.

Our courts, democratic institu-
tions and public bodies have on
many occasions upheld these
rights.

As the ANC and as a society we
need to continue to work to ad-
vance these rights and ensure
that all people have access to the
courts to protect their rights.

The Freedom Charter says The
Doors of Learning and Culture
Shall be Opened!

Over the course of 30 years of
democracy, we have massively
expanded access to education.

We have achieved almost uni-
versal attendance at schools and
enabled access to higher edu-
cation to students from poor and
working class homes. We have
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seen a steady improvement in
our education outcomes, as wit-
nessed in the matric results.

As we focus on early childhood
development and the foundation-
al years of learning, we have rec-
ognised that more needs to be
done to achieve the skills revolu-
tion we seek.

We need an overhaul of our skills
development system if we are to
ensure that the doors of learn-
ing are fully opened and remain
open.

The advent of democracy un-
leashed the richness and diversi-
ty of culture in our country.

We need to embrace our culture,
our heritage and the infinite cre-
ativity of our people.

We also need to make space for
all forms of cultural expression to
flourish including our languages.

As ANC leaders, we should make
an effort to learn some of the lan-
guages spoken by our people
other than our own language.

Nelson Mandela famously high-
lighted the importance of learn-
ing other people’s languages as
a means of building connection,
respect and understanding.

One of his most well-known
quotes on this subject is:

“If you talk to a man in a language
he understands, that goes to his
head. If you talk to him in his lan-
guage, that goes to his heart.”

This statement by President
Mandela emphasises that com-
municating with someone in their
own language is far more mean-
ingful and impactful than simply
using a language they may know
academically.
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It shows empathy, respect and a
willingness to bridge cultural di-
vides — core principles that Man-
dela demonstrated throughout
his life and leadership.

Mandela believed that language
can be a tool for reconciliation,
unity and deeper relationships
among people of different back-
grounds.

The Freedom Charter says There
Shall be Houses, Security and
Comfort!

Since the advent of democracy,
we have substantially expanded
basic services such as electricity,
water, sanitation and houses.

More than 88 percent of house-
holds today live in formal houses.

Through social grants, free basic
services, health care, fee-free ed-
ucation, school feeding schemes
and other interventions, millions
of South Africans have been lift-
ed out of absolute poverty.

Yet, as we have noted, many
communities experience service
delivery failures on a regular ba-
sis. Households struggle with the
cost of living.

These problems are compound-
ed by the distances that people
have to travel to work or social
services, and insufficient infra-
structure in townships and rural
areas.

Reducing poverty and inequality
is therefore one of our most im-
portant and urgent tasks as we
pursue the vision of our forebears
at the Congress of the People.

The Freedom Charter says There
Shall be Peace and Friendship!

South Africa is a force for peace,
partnership and cooperation on
the global stage.

Our foreign policy emphasises
human rights, peace and mutual-
ly-beneficial relationships.

We respect the rights and sover-
eignty of all nations.

Through international platforms,
we contribute toward a more in-
clusive, just international order,
using leadership positions to ad-
vance African and Global South
interests while strengthening
multilateral institutions.

The Freedom Charter was to lat-
er to become the inspiration and
the guide for the most extensive
exercise of popular engagement
in the history of our democracy:
the involvement of millions of cit-
izens in the drafting of our new
democratic Constitution.

The members of the Constitu-

¢4
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tional Assembly elected in 1994
were determined that ordinary
South Africans must feel that the
Constitution belongs to them.

Across the length and breadth
of the country public, participa-
tory workshops, seminars and
hearings were held. There were
talk shows on radio and TV and
newsletters were distributed at
taxi ranks and other public plac-
es.

Around 250,000 submissions
from the public were received on
the Refined Working Draft of the
Constitution alone.

In both its content and its spirit
— and in the way that it was pro-
duced — our Constitution is firmly
grounded in the Freedom Charter.

Now, as we embark on a Na-
tional Dialogue, we must seek to
harness that spirit. The National
Dialogue seeks to bring all South
Africans together to discuss the

We can chan ge

the world

and make it
a better place.

T Itisin

ryour
y hands
to make a

difference."
— Nelson Mandela
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challenges our country faces and
to define a common vision of a
shared future.

In public dialogues that will take
place in every ward in the coun-
try, and which will be organised in
every sector, citizens will be able
to put forward their concerns,
wishes and suggestions on how
to build a better country.

Like the Freedom Charter cam-
paign, we expect the National
Dialogue process itself to have a
positive impact on our society.

In the year that we celebrate
70 years of the Freedom Char-
ter, we celebrate the centenary
of the birth of two giants of our
revolution — Isithwalandwe Sea-
parankoe Mama Gertrude Shope
and Isithwalandwe Seaparankoe
Ntate Tlou Cholo.

Earlier this year, we bid a sad
farewell to Ma Shope. As a mem-
ber of the Federation of South
African Women, as an organis-
er of the Women’s March on the
Union Buildings, and later as the
President of the ANC Women’s
League, Ma Shope had a pro-
found grasp of the realities facing
women in South Africa.

She was a pioneer who was in-
strumental in shifting attitudes
within and outside our movement
on the place of women in the
struggle and in society. As an ac-
tivist, an organiser and an interna-
tionalist, Ma Shope embodied the
cadre that our movement needs
today — the dedication, the humil-
ity, the tireless effort and the deep
love for the South African people.

Ntate Tlou Cholo is a soldier of
peace, a champion of the work-
ing class, who has been an active
participant in seminal moments
of our revolution. A member of

the Luthuli Detachment, he was
at the forefront of the armed
struggle.

As a member of the South African
Congress of Trade Unions, the
ANC and uMkhonto we Sizwe,
Ntate Cholo is an embodiment of
our revolutionary alliance.

As we honour his contribution, we
have a responsibility to preserve
and strengthen that alliance and
to make it a united and cohe-
sive instrument of revolutionary
change.

At his 100th birthday, on the 20th
of October this year, Ntate Cho-
lo said that the ANC remains the
hope of our people. He called on
the leadership of our movement
to serve the people with commit-
ment so that we may change the
lives of the people.

We are grateful for his wise coun-
sel and his enduring revolution-
ary spirit.

The 70th anniversary of the
adoption of the Freedom Charter
is about celebration.

But it is also about reflection and
mobilisation.

We must use this occasion to re-
flect on our gains and shortcom-
ings.

We must mobilise all South Af-
ricans not only to speak of free-
dom, but to work together to

FREEDOM
CHARTER

1955 - 2025

achieve that freedom.

Like the amavolontiya of the
1950s, we need to reach out to
our people to discuss the Free-
dom Charter.

Like them, we need to be disci-
plined, we need to be earnest,
we need listen to the people and
work together to address their
concerns.

In an article written on the occa-
sion of the 30th Anniversary of
the Freedom Charter, the revolu-
tionary intellectual Mzala said:
“We defend, fight and die for, the
ideals enshrined in the Freedom
Charter, not because it is an all-
time document, but because it is
a revolutionary guide to a life free
of misery and oppression.
“It is the demands of the people
that have yet to be won. These
are the kind of ideals which most
nations achieve, ideals for which
men and women stubbornly and
heroically resist torture in deten-
tion and gruelling lives in exile,
ideals for which our martyred
dead stood firm and unflinching
to the last minute of their lives.
“Such ideals cannot be taken
lightly.”

So let all of us in this room this
evening, all of us who love our
people and our country, now say
together:
“These freedoms we will fight
for, side by side, throughout
our lives, until we have won our
liberty.”
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STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ANC CDE FIKILE MBALULA ON THE

MIDTERM REPORT
PRESENTED TO THE 5TH NATIONAL GENERAL COUNCIL

E Midterm Report pre-
sented to the 5th National
General Council stands as
an emphatic declaration

that the African National Congress
is not only renewing itself, it is re-
positioning South Africa on a path
of methodical progress, measur-
able development, and acceler-
ated transformation. Delegates
welcomed the Mid-term Review
with warmth, confidence and vis-
ible enthusiasm, recognising it as
a turning point in the movement’s
trajectory. At a time when the world
is marked by volatility and nations
confront unprecedented pres-
sures, this report demonstrates
that South Africa, under ANC lead-
ership, continues to advance hu-
man development, expand oppor-
tunity and strengthen the building
blocks of a just society.

As the nation marks 70 years
of the Freedom Charter and
approaches 114 years of ANC
leadership, the Midterm Report
confirms what millions of South
Africans understand; the ANC
remains the only movement ca-
pable of uniting the nation, trans-
forming the state, and advanc-
ing a thorough socio- economic
progress that improves daily life.

The report is anchored in veri-
fiable facts. Life expectancy in
South Africa continues to rise,
reaching 64 years for men and
69.6 years for women in 2025, a
scientific accomplishment rooted
in massive public- health invest-
ments and the most extensive

HIV/AIDS turnaround on the
continent. Educational progress
has placed South Africa at the
forefront of global human-devel-
opment indicators; the Global
Gender Gap Report 2025 ranks
South Africa first in the world for
women’s enrolment in primary,
secondary and tertiary educa-
tion, a direct outcome of ANC
policies that widened access
and dismantled apartheid-era ex-
clusions. Youth investment has
intensified, with 75% of young
people now enrolled in educa-
tion, while participation in higher
education has risen, offering a
proven protective effect against
unemployment. These are not
abstract achievements; they are
scientific measurements of a so-
ciety that is moving forward.

The expansion of the social wage
is equally demonstrable. To-
day, 90.2% of households have
access to electricity, up from
76.7% in 2002; 87.7% have ac-
cess to piped water; and 83.1%
now enjoy improved sanitation,
compared to barely 61% two de-
cades ago. These numbers re-
flect a profound transformation
in the material conditions of mil-
lions of people and reaffirm that
the ANC-led state remains the
primary engine of human uplift-
ment. Even in the face of global
shocks that have driven increas-
es in food insecurity worldwide,
South Africa continues to deepen
interventions to protect vulnera-
ble households, strengthen nu-
trition programmes and expand
social protection, again showing
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that we are grounded in empirical
understanding and responsive
policymaking.

Economically, the report shows
a society undergoing structural
transformation backed by mea-
surable outcomes. Since democ-
racy, formal employment has
more than doubled from 8 million
to 16.8 million people, demon-
strating broad labour absorp-
tion despite global recessionary
trends. The growth of the Black
middle strata, now accounting
for roughly half of the country’s
middle-income population, is
another scientific indicator of
transformation. This expansion
did not happen by accident; it is
the direct result of empowerment
policies, skills development,
preferential procurement and in-
clusive growth strategies imple-
mented over three decades. The
NSDF2050 further provides an
evidence-based spatial plan to
modernise cities, strengthen ru-
ral regions and position the entire
national territory as an integrated,
competitive economic system.

The report also demonstrates
that when we were confronted
with a strategic electoral set-
back, the ANC responded not

with emotion, but with scientific
political calculation and respon-
sible statecraft. The decision
to champion a Government of
National Unity was a rational,
evidence-based intervention de-
signed to stabilise the country,
protect transformation gains, en-
sure policy continuity and prevent
reactionary forces from reversing
democratic progress. This is the
ANC acting as a mature libera-
tion movement, guided by data,
history and the national interest.

What emerges unmistakably
from the Midterm Report is a
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movement that is renewing with
purpose, rebuilding with disci-
pline and driving human develop-
ment with measurable results.

The ANC is sharpening its ideo-
logical tools, strengthening its
institutions, investing in cadre-
ship and reconnecting with the
motive forces of change. It is
demonstrating through evidence;
not slogans; that South Africa is
moving forward. People live lon-
ger; more children and youth are
in education; more households
have services; more Black South
Africans occupy professional and
entrepreneurial spaces; and the
foundations of an integrated, fu-
ture-oriented economy are being
constructed with scientific preci-
sion.

The message to the nation is
clear and emphatic, the ANC is
rising; the ANC is renewing; and
the ANC is leading South Africa
into a new era of measurable
progress, scientific advancement
and inclusive development. The
future is not only imagined, it is
being built, in data, in policy and
in the lived experiences of mil-
lions, through the renewal project
now firmly underway.
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CLOSING ADDRESS

BY ANC PRESIDENT CDE CYRIL RAMAPHOSA

TO THE ANC 5TH NATIONAL GENERAL COUNCIL

have come to the
end of the 5th Na-
tional General Coun-
cil of the ANC.

In the finest traditions of our
movement, this NGC has been
an opportunity for umrabulo, an
opportunity for thorough political
debate.

Most importantly, it has been an
opportunity to outline a clear path
ahead to give effect to the deci-
sions of the 55th National Con-
ference and to advance the his-
toric mission of our movement.

In the commissions that | attend-
ed, | was impressed to hear how
delegates had come to this NGC
so well prepared. | was impressed
to hear them put forward views
informed by deep knowledge and
grounded in real research.

The delegates reminded us that
the ANC must always be led by
evidence, principle and the real
needs of our people — not by slo-
gans, popularity or convenience.

When we engage from a re-
searched point of view as many
delegates did in this NGC, our
policy becomes realistic, imple-
mentable and focused on impact.

The high level of debate is un-
derpinned by the culture which |
recognised of reading, analysing,
listening and thinking.

This thoroughgoing preparation

N

by delegates is indicative of a
resurgent ANC. The movement
must continue to build on these
green shoots of renewal.

When we read, research, anal-
yse and think, we decide better.
And when we decide better, our
people live better.

Throughout the NGC, the com-
missions were packed to capac-
ity and delegates debated in a
calm and comradely atmosphere.

The delegation breakdown be-
tween men and women, young
and old has improved. Women
and young people have partic-
ipated in greater numbers than
before.

Delegates have remained fo-
cused on the tasks at hand. They
have refused to be distracted by

the peo
The pec

issues outside of the purpose of
the NGC.

As a result, we leave this NGC
with agreement on the actions
we need to take to make the ANC
a more effective instrument of the
people to achieve the vision of
the Freedom Charter.

This mid-term evaluation has
been characterised by honest
and critical reflections.

We evaluated the work being
done by the ANC in communi-
ties, in government and our his-
toric role in fundamental social
and economic transformation of
South African society.

Reflecting on the mood of the
delegates present here over the
past four days, we can say with-
out a shadow of doubt that you,
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our delegates, came here to
genuinely renew and rebuild our
movement.

Throughout the discussions and
debates there was an emphasis
on the urgency of implementing
our policies and decisions.

We can summarise the central
message of this NGC as: Dis-
ciplined implementation is the
number one priority.

We agreed that we must rid our
movement and government of
not implementing decisions that
have been taken.

We agreed that since the 1994
democratic breakthrough, a lot
has been done in changing South
Africa’s political and legal land-
scape. We have a transformative
Constitution, a progressive Bill
of Rights and democratic insti-
tutions that safeguard the rights
and freedoms of our people and
ensure that government is based
on the democratic will of the peo-
ple of South Africa.

Successive ANC-led adminis-
trations have quantitatively im-
proved the lives of millions of
South Africans though expanded
access to basic services and in-
frastructure.

They have expanded access to
housing, healthcare, education,
electricity, water, sanitation and a
social security net to those who
need state support.

We have witnessed a significant
growth of the black middle class,
black professionals, black-owned
and women-owned businesses
in many sectors of the economy.

The NGC supported the deci-
sion to form an inclusive ANC-
led Government of National Uni-

ty as a tactical intervention that
doesn’t change the ANC’s long-
term strategy for fundamental
transformation.

While supporting the NEC inter-
vention and decision fully, the
NGC correctly noted that some
parties have been using the GNU
to try and undermine the trans-
formation of our country as man-
dated by the Constitution, the su-
preme law of the land.

Accordingly, the NEC has been
mandated to strengthen the
ANC'’s capacity to drive progres-
sive policies in the GNU and en-
sure delivery of immediate results
on jobs, inclusive growth, tackling
poverty and inequality, and fight-
ing crime and corruption.

The NEC, as mandated by this
NGC, should continue to moni-
tor and assess the performance
of the GNU and make necessary
interventions to ensure that the
GNU serves the interests of the
people of South Africa.

The subjective organisational
weaknesses of the ANC and the
Alliance and the increasingly dif-
ficult objective economic condi-
tions of the motive forces require
a combination of both organisa-
tional renewal and the national
renewal of our country.

We must therefore renew and
rebuild both the ANC and the Al-
liance with a specific focus on in-
clusive economic growth and the
safety and security of citizens.

We salute the more than 125,000
members of the ANC from 1,600
branches who have already com-
pleted the Foundation Course.

Our aim is to ensure every ANC
member and every ANC leader
understands the core principles,
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values and policies of our move-
ment. This will lay the basis for vi-
brant and renewed branches and
upgrade the quality of our cadres.

We also take heart from the sub-
stantial progress we have made
in developing our new mem-
bership system and the many
branches and members who now
have access to this important
mechanism that confirms their
identify as members of the ANC
to ensure an effective member-
ship system.

Vibrant active branches with
consistent community outreach
programmes are the foundation
of a renewed ANC. Our process
of branch functionality audits will
ensure that we are monitoring the
rebuilding of our structures and
sharing good practice throughout
the organisation.

Every branch must conduct an
audit of ward-based challenges
and issues which will in turn in-
form the branch’s programme of
action to focus on the resolution
of local issues. No ANC branch
can claim to lead a communi-
ty that is not rooted in the daily
struggles of that community for a
better life.

Rebuilding a culture of integrity
and ethics is central to our re-
newal process. In this regard we
want to salute the important work
of the ANC Integrity Commission
on guiding our approach to these
difficult matters.

We note that the step aside de-
cision is now being implemented
with greater consistency across
our structures.

Those members who are step-
ping aside voluntarily while the
matters that could bring the ANC
into disrepute are being pro-
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cessed are to be applauded. The
issues that impact on the integri-
ty of the ANC are being taken to
heart by the membership. This is
to be welcomed, because this is
where we are seeing progress.

This NGC has raised deep con-
cerns about the negative impact
of the current state of the Alliance
on the ability of the progressive
forces to execute a revolutionary
agenda, to defend and advance
the NDR.

Accordingly, this NGC has sup-
ported the NEC’s assessment
that the SACP’s resolution to
field candidates in the 2026 lo-
cal government elections, has
not only tactical implications, but
also strategic implications for the
Alliance as a whole and the pros-
ecution of the NDR.

It has been agreed that the Alli-
ance leadership must meet ur-
gently and develop a common
approach to the reconfiguration
and renewal of the Alliance in a
manner that safeguards unity
and cohesion and avoids further
confusion, division and conflict
among the rank-and-file on the
ground.

The ANC, as the leader of the Al-
liance and the NDR, should not
give up on its historic responsibil-
ity and effort to unite the Alliance,
including continuing to engage
the SACP to ensure that we ap-
proach the elections the way we
have always done, on a common
platform.

As we continue to persuade each
other we need to ask the SACP
to recuse itself from strategic
election structures and not send
official representatives to sit in
those meetings.

The NGC observed that the coun-

try has made significant progress
in addressing the network indus-
try infrastructure shortcomings,
with an emphasis on stabilising
energy supply, which has en-
abled us to bring an end to load
shedding and to now focus on
grid expansion.

We are also seeing an improve-
ment in the tonnage of goods
that are transported on our rail
network and exported and im-
ported through our ports. We are
seeing greater efficiencies and
rising productivity in our network
industries.

The NGC noted that economic
growth and employment perfor-
mance are beginning to show
positive trends but remain signifi-
cantly lower than the levels re-
quired to bring down unemploy-
ment. The ANC must focus its
actions towards achieving a 3%
growth rate in the medium term.

The NGC has re-affirmed the fo-
cus and priority areas of the ‘“Ten
Point Plan’ as the guiding frame-
work for economic implementa-
tion and action to improve growth
and employment rates.

The Ten Point Plan is already
demonstrating effectiveness in
streamlining implementation of
our Conference resolutions and
Manifesto priorities in a measur-
able and time-bound manner.
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In this regard, the NGC welcomed
the progress made on energy se-
curity, as well as interventions
on electricity tariffs in the ferro-
chrome sector, as well as port
and rail network transformation.
There are other industries that
need attention, such as the steel
and auto sectors. Our comrades
in government will be giving at-
tention to those sectors.

The NGC stressed the impor-
tance of enabling private sector
investment in our national in-
frastructure revitalisation pro-
gramme through a variety of
finance mechanisms, while main-
taining effective and strategic
asset ownership and regulatory
control as the state.

The NGC re-affirmed the impor-
tance of a social compact that
enjoins government, labour, civ-
il society and business around
a coherent national investment
strategy to increase the momen-
tum of growth and development
in our country.

The NGC emphasised the impor-
tance of Cabinet developing a co-
herent and transformative invest-
ment philosophy to guide public
investment activities across all
levels of government.

The NGC places emphasis on
strengthening the project and
contract management capability
of government to execute proj-
ects in line with public interest
priorities.

Acknowledging the challenges
confronting small enterprises
in our townships, rural and vil-
lage areas, the NGC mandates
government to ensure access
to finance and appropriate skills
training.

Recognising that there remains
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a challenge in the skills ecosys-
tem, the NGC has mandated
government to institute a review
of the SETA system in relation to
industry requirements. The NGC
agreed that we must proceed to
implement the dual skills acquisi-
tion system to foster a skills rev-
olution.

The NGC reaffirms its commit-
ment to a broad-based structural
transformation and all socio-eco-
nomic redress policies. The NGC
affrms the ANC’s position on
broad based black economic em-
powerment. It mandates govern-
ment to ensure local content tar-
gets are implemented to support
re-industrialisation in the steel
and other sectors.

Local government remains the
level of government closest to the
daily lives of citizens. According-
ly the role of local government in
both social and economic trans-
formation is central to the devel-
opmental agenda of our country.

Accordingly, the NGC has af-
firmed today that municipal ad-
ministration must be ethical and
capable, and that professional
administration is insulated from
undue political interference.

The NGC has agreed that as the
process of the review of the White
Paper on Local Government un-
folds, our structures must ensure
that the new document meets all
the objectives of developmental
local government.

We reaffirm the important role tra-
ditional and Khoi-San leadership
must play in local government to
ensure joint planning between
municipalities and Traditional
Councils.

The NGC mandated government
to ensure that the Department of

Land Reform and Rural Develop-
ment and the institution of Tradi-
tional and Khoi-San Leadership
must resolve outstanding land
reform matters.

Once again we affirm that the
District Development Model is
the primary mechanism for inte-
grated planning, budgeting and
accountable service delivery
across all spheres of government
so our slogan must be: One Plan,
One Budget, One Approach.

In less than a year we will con-
test the 2026 Local Government
Elections. This will be an import-
ant test of the extent to which we
have managed to renew the sup-
port and confidence of the elec-
torate.

To win decisively the ANC must
field our most dedicated, hon-
est and competent candidates.
We must work tirelessly in vot-
ing districts going door to door
to explain why the ANC remains
the only party that can meet the
needs of all our country’s people.

Crime and corruption remain a
central concern of all communi-
ties.

The Madlanga Commission will
assist us to establish facts and
help us to reset the South African
Police Service and the criminal
justice system over the next de-
cade.

The classification of gen-
der-based violence and femicide
as a National Disaster signals a
firm commitment to tackling this
societal scourge through an all
of government and all of society
approach.

The recent adoption of an inte-
grated strategy to deal with gang
violence in the Western Cape
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and Gauteng, together with the
allocation of substantial financial
resources must ensure we stamp
out the endless cycle of killings
and violence that terrorise com-
munities and devastate families
every day.

The resolutions of this NGC ex-
plicitly recognise the porous bor-
ders of our country as a threat to
territorial integrity and link them
to illegal mining, terrorism, nar-
cotics trafficking and transnation-
al organised crime.

While the Border Management
Authority has been established
and initial deployments have be-
gun, financial constraints remain
a critical enforcement limitation.
Accordingly the NGC mandates
government to look at ways to
strengthen the Border Manage-
ment Authority.

It is a matter of urgency that we
move with speed to update our
legislative environment to deal
with new realities in our migration
environment.

Health and Education
Universal health coverage is a
key aspiration of the Freedom
Charter.

The NGC has agreed that we
must proceed to implement NHI
and strengthen all aspects of
our health system towards the
achievement of affordable, equal
and quality health care for all our
people.

Delegates welcomed the classifi-
cation of gender-based violence
and femicide as a national disas-
ter, but highlighted poor police
response, secondary victimisa-
tion and long case backlogs as
amongst factors exacerbating
gender-based violence and femi-
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cide in our society.

The NGC agreed that the harmful
practice of ukuthwala — the forced
marriage of young girls — must be
condemned without any form of
ambiguity.

There was agreement the move-
ment must urge its deployees in
the state to strengthen and fast-
track legislative and other mea-
sures aimed at enhancing the
implementation of the National
Strategic Plan on Gender-Based
Violence and Femicide.

Delegates emphasised mandato-
ry training for SAPS on the Na-
tional Strategic Plan, in particu-
lar. Those in the criminal justice
system must take care and be
trained to prevent further harm to
survivors and victims.

The NGC stressed that the ANC
should continue to strive for a
better Africa and a better world

The ANC should continue to re-
vive and strengthen its ties with
sister liberation movements and
progressive parties across the
world, including the anti-apart-
heid movement, and share les-
sons and experiences on suc-
cessful party renewal.

We must continue to mobilise in-
ternational solidarity campaigns
with the people of Palestine,
Western Sahara and Cuba.

South Africa must continue to
diversify economic ties and
strengthen trade relations with
countries in our own continent,
the Middle East, Asia and Central
and South America, in addition
to the relations we have with Eu-
rope and North America.

The NGC has agreed that we
must continue to anchor all our

economic recovery and inclusive
growth efforts in Africa.

We must strengthen the Global
South to strengthen Africa’s role
in global economic institutions
like the IMF and World Bank.

We must continue to promote
multilateralism and insist that the
United Nations remains at the
centre of the resolution of inter-
national disputes.

Commissions called on the NEC
to hold all Ministers, MPs, Pre-
miers, MECs, Mayors and coun-
cillors accountable and ensure
they to address poor service de-
livery, the collapse of infrastruc-
ture and ensure our economy
grows and creates work for es-
pecially for women and young
people.

This NGC has resolved that we
must prioritise nation-building,
social cohesion and empower-
ment of the motive forces to unite
society behind the cause of trans-
formation and a better life for all.

This informs our endorsement of
an inclusive and citizen-led Na-
tional Dialogue.

We have agreed that our partic-
ipation in the National Dialogue
should be guided by four core
principles: transparency, inclusiv-
ity, objectivity and action orienta-
tion.

We need to ensure that all sec-
tors have a voice in shaping the
dialogue, and that the National
Dialogue produces measurable
outcomes.

From this NGC, we have a clear
line of march.

The delegates to this NGC have
acknowledged the great chal-
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lenges that confront our move-
ment and our country.

But we are not daunted by these
challenges. We are not cynical.

We can see how far we have
come. This gives us hope. It in-
spires us to carry on, to work
harder and to do better.

While we have much further to
travel, the renewal of our move-
ment is gaining momentum. It is
moving forward and will soon be
unstoppable.

We are resolved to see the fun-
damental renewal of our move-
ment through to its conclusion.

We are resolved to hold our 56th
National Conference as a trans-
formed organisation, an organ-
isation that is united, that is co-
hesive, that has the confidence
and the trust of the masses of our
people.

We are resolved to become an
ever more effective agent for fun-
damental social and economic
transformation.

Next year, we will celebrate the
30th anniversary of the adoption
of our democratic Constitution.

The Constitution is a revolution-
ary framework that mandates and
guides the fundamental transfor-
mation of our society into a unit-
ed, non-racial, non-sexist, demo-
cratic and prosperous nation.

It affirms that the people shall
govern, that all shall be equal
before the law, and that dignity,
work, shelter and security are not
privileges, but rights.

For three decades, this Consti-
tution has empowered decisive
action to dismantle the legacies
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of racial, gender and class op-
pression.

Yet this anniversary takes place
at a time of ever more strident
attacks on constitutional values,
the rule of law and a rules based
international order.

The task of the ANC and all pro-
gressive and patriotic South Af-
ricans is therefore twofold: to
defend and deepen constitution-
al democracy, and to ensure it
delivers more decisively for the
poor and the marginalised.

This NGC has confirmed that
central among the tasks of the
moment — to give effect to those
aims and objectives — is to drive
inclusive economic growth, cre-
ate jobs and tackle poverty.

We have embarked on a path of
economic recovery and transfor-
mation. Like the renewal of our
movement, this recovery is gain-
ing momentum.

The difficult years are beginning
to yield to a new era of progress,
confidence and hope. We can
see the effects of our efforts in
important economic indicators.
Our task now is to ensure that
South Africans see the effects of
these changes in their lives.

They must feel the benefit of jobs
being created, new businesses
starting up, young people getting
the skills they need, services be-
ing reliably delivered, social infra-
structure being built.

People must feel safe in their
homes and on the streets of their
towns and on the paths of their
villages. Public services must
work. Officials must be honest
and helpful. Public representa-
tives must be accountable.

As we depart this NGC, as we go
home to our communities, let us
be more determined than ever to
bring about the changes that our
country needs.
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| wish to extend thanks to the staff
of the African National Congress,
who despite the known challeng-
es, showed up and performed
their duties for our organisation.
Your hard work and dedication
remain unparalleled.

| also want to thank the SGO,
TGO and the Presidency and the
entire NGC Preparatory Team for
organising an inspiring forum for
debate and assessment.

Finally, | wish to thank all dele-
gates and other participants for
their constructive contributions
and debates.

As our forebears did 70 years ago,
let us pledge ourselves to strive
together, sparing neither strength
nor courage, until the democratic
changes been achieved.

| wish everyone a peaceful and
blessed festive season. And safe
travels as you head home.

ANC LIVES! ANC LEADS!
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DECLARATION
OF THE 5TH NATIONAL GENERAL COUNCIL
OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
HELD 8-11 DECEMBER 2025

Introduction

1.

We, the over 1500 delegates from structures
of the ANC, together with our Alliance partners
the South African Communist Party (SACP),
Congress of South African Trade Union (Co-
satu), and the South African National Civic
Organisation (SANCO), the Mass Democratic
Movement, as well as sister organisations from
across the region, gathered for the 5th National
General Council in Ekurhuleni, as an embodi-
ment of our intensified Renewal Mission!

The NGC convened under the theme: Renewal
to make the ANC a more effective instrument of
the people to achieve the vision of the Freedom
Charter: The People shall Govern! The People
shall share in the country’s wealth!

The 5th NGC took place at a critical moment
in the history of our young democracy, with
notable progress to build a better life over the
three decades of freedom, which includes: a
Constitutional order committed to equality, re-
dress, human and socio-economic rights and a
comprehensive social wage which includes the
millions now having access to basic services.

At the same time, the legacies of the past still
find expression in the triple challenges of pov-
erty, inequality, and unemployment. These
challenges have been exacerbated by spatial
under-development that remains stubbornly
high, impacting negatively on millions of men
and women, young and old, across the country.

The 5th NGC also convened as we celebrat-
ed 70 years of the Freedom Charter, 40 years
since the launch of the Congress of South Afri-
can Trade Unions (COSATU), and as we pre-
pare for 30 years of the South African Constitu-
tion and the seventh local government elections
in 2026.

6. We, the delegates to the 5th NGC, remain mind-

ful that our movement and indeed the cause of
social transformation continue to face an exis-
tential crisis, which has placed the very cause
of national liberation at a crossroads. Conse-
quently, we understand our struggle to be at a
fork road, and thus:

We can either Renew or Perish.
We can Unite or Face Defeat.

We can Return to Serving the People or
Betray the NDR.

Mindful of this pregnant moment in our history,
the Plenary and Commission sessions lived up
to the expectation of our NGC as “the largest
political school” of our movement. Venues were
consistently full, and delegates discussed top-
ics from the Base Document, Political Overview,
Mid-Term Report and various thematic areas.

The 5th NGC delegates displayed utmost dis-
cipline and determination to learn, participate,
and sharply raise matters of outmost concern
to society, communities on the ground and
the ANC membership. The work done on the
ground through the ANC Foundation Course
and the preparations by the Provinces and the
Leagues towards the NGC, made a positive im-
pact on the quality and depth of debates.

The 5th National General Council affirmed the
ongoing relevance of the NDR as the shared
theory, strategy and programme of the ANC-led
Alliance and democratic movement. The NGC
reaffirmed the thorough-going socio-econom-
ic transformation as a fundamental foundation
for the South Africa We Want and the means
of achieving it. NGC agreed that the strate-
gic objectives of the NDR as articulated in the
Strategy and Tactics document remain rele-
vant. Attaining these objectives will lead to the
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10.

11.

12.

fundamental transformation of South Africa into
a National Democratic Society — a truly united,
non-racial, non-sexist, democratic and prosper-
ous nation — based on the vision of the Free-
dom Charter.

The NGC acknowledged progress of the NDR in
the empowerment of the motive forces. These
gains can be seen in the significant growth of
Black professionals and middle strata, and to
an extent Black-owned and Women-owned
businesses in many sectors of the economy re-
served for white males under apartheid. Work-
ers have also made enormous gains in terms
of labour rights and the social wage, including
the minimum wage. The youth are the prima-
ry beneficiaries of massive public investment
in the expansion of basic education and high-
er education. South African women have also
made gains regarding the social wage, political
representation and economic empowerment —
South Africa occupies the second place in the
G20 countries on women empowerment.

At the same time, despite progress, the NGC
concluded that the NDR stands at a cross-
roads, because of the following:

 Incidents of corruption on the capacity, legit-
imacy and authority of the state.

» Tendencies of Ideological and organisational
degeneration in the ANC and Alliance struc-
tures, especially the sins of incumbency, fac-
tionalism, crass materialism, social distance
and outright service delivery failures.

* The Apartheid-colonial political economy re-
mains largely intact: the unequal distribution
of economic opportunities between Black
and White, men and women, urban and
rural and high levels of unemployment and
economic exclusion remain a dominant pat-
tern of South Africa’s political economy and
spatial landscape.

* The impact of neo-liberalism, an ideology
and policies that seeks to limit the role of
the state in driving a developmental agen-
da. Thus, outsourcing and “tenderisation”
of state functions have weakened the dem-
ocratic state’s capacity and orientation to
drive development.

The NGC admitted that the cumulative impact
and toxic combination of these factors, and the
deterioration in, inequality and unemployment
rates as well as slow progress in reducing pov-

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

erty, have led to the 2024 electoral setback and
the crossroads of the National Democratic Rev-
olution. These factors also contributed to the
emboldening of counter-revolutionary forces at
both domestic and global levels.

The 5th NGC therefore declared that for fun-
damental socio-economic transformation to be
advanced and accelerated, organisational re-
newal must be sustained and must go hand in
glove with national rejuvenation and renewal, in
the following four areas:

Firstly, Renewal of the ANC as the leading
Agent of Change — to rebuild the leadership,
organisational and ideological capacity to drive
transformation. This renewal must be all-en-
compassing, and will require strict organisation-
al management of the ANC, the adoption of a
Renewal Charter Towards 2032, with perfor-
mance targets and indicators across a range of
issues identified by NGC, which should include
the reconfiguration and renewal of the Revolu-
tionary Alliance.

Secondly, national renewal and rejuvenation
must be anchored by an elective Develop-
mental Path for Growth and Social Equity
— that re-industrialize the economy for mass
employment creation, transform the racialized
and gendered patterns of ownership and con-
trol, build productive rural areas advancing land
and agrarian reforms, urban centres as drivers
of economic growth and innovation; safe com-
munities, quality basic services, climate-smart
infrastructure and a state that is elective, trust-
ed and ethical.

This must include strengthening the local
sphere of governance through the Local Gov-
ernment Action Plan, to accelerate service de-
livery, infrastructure development and mainte-
nance, and reconnecting with the people. This
will require ward-based monitoring & evaluation
systems and deploying the best amongst us in
the 2026 Local Government Elections.

Local government is the sphere of govern-
ment closest to the people, where the injunc-
tion of the Freedom Charter that “the people
shall govern” must find most direct expression.
This must also be reflected in the demarcation
of local government structures. The National
General Counci directed the NEC to work with
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communities negatively affected by recent de-
cisions by the Local Government Demarcation
Board to address their concerns.

Thirdly Nation-Building, Social Cohesion and
Empowerment of the People — to unify society
behind the cause of transformation manifested
in a better life for all.

Finally, navigating a complex global situa-
tion — to protect and advance our national inter-
ests and the African agenda amid global shifts.

The 5th NGC, in a range of Commissions re-
viewed implementation of 55th National Confer-
ence resolutions, challenges and new issues,
with recommendations on accelerating imple-
mentation towards 2027 when the 56th Nation-
al Conference convenes and 2032, when the
ANC will turn 120 years.

The 5th NGC instructs the NEC to strengthen
the recommendations and immediately trans-
late these recommendations into a Renewal
and Rejuvenation Action Plan, with marching
orders to ANC deployees in executive author-
ities, public representatives, NEC, PEC and
RECs members, and above all in the basic unit
of the movement, the ANC branches across the
length and breadth of the country.

The 5th National General Council calls on all
ANC leaders, members and supporters to put
shoulder to the wheel to implement this Re-
newal and Rejuvenation Action Plan, as we
take part in the National Dialogue, engage with
communities, sectors and the Alliance, and ad-
vance service delivery, economic transforma-
tion in the ANC-led GNU, Provincial and Local
governments, and from opposition benches.

We approach the 30th anniversary of our Con-
stitution in 2026, following closely on the 70th
anniversary of the Freedom Charter. The Con-
stitution is the supreme law of our republic. It
is a democratic revolutionary framework that
mandates and guides the fundamental transfor-
mation of our society into a united, non-racial,
non-sexist, democratic and prosperous nation.
It affirms that the people shall govern, that all
shall be equal before the law, and that dignity,

work, asset ownership, shelter and security are
not privileges, but rights.

24. For three decades, it has anchored democratic
governance, built independent institutions, ex-
panded access to justice, and enabled major
social advances in housing, education, health-
care, water, electricity and social protection. It
has empowered decisive action to dismantle
the legacies of racial, gender and class oppres-
sion.

25. Yet this anniversary takes place at a time of ever
more strident attacks on constitutional values,
the rule of law, and a rules-based internation-
al order, globally and domestically, including a
targeted campaign against the continuing pro-
cess of liberating the majority of South African
from the legacy of white patriarchal supremacy.

26. The task of the ANC and all progressive and
patriotic South Africans is therefore twofold: to
defend and deepen constitutional democracy,
and to ensure it delivers more decisively for the
poor and the marginalised. The movement must
lead a year-long 30th Anniversary programme
that ignites mass constitutional education, ac-
tive citizenship, youth mobilisation, and cultural
programmes, while confronting corruption, dis-
information and democratic disengagement.

27. The ANC affirms, for all our country and the
world to know, that the Constitution is the peo-
ple’s covenant, a powerful instrument of renew-
al, justice and shared prosperity.

28. The 5th National General Council rises with the
ANC and the broader progressive movement
re-energised, inspired and determined to trans-
late the commitments and resolutions into prac-
tical action not only to inform the actions of our
members and supporters; but to impact on the
lives of South Africans in practical ways.

29. In this regard, we solemnly reaffirm the pro-
found commitment enshrined in the Freedom
Charter: These freedoms we will fight for,
side by side, throughout our lives until we
have won our liberty.

AMANDLA!

oV Ve Nd 6. NT 20 AT . \d 4



22 ANC Today

B T e

VIEWPOINT

'iﬁw

ANNIVERSARY

ANGC’s death exaggerated

and now resurrection contemplated

HE ANC’s national gener-

al council (NGC) meeting

could come to represent

an inflection point; the mo-
ment it put a brake on the steady
erosion of electoral support and
clawed its way back into the
hearts and minds of the South Af-
rican electorate.

Regaining organisational dis-
cipline is a core concern. From
the opening session its leader-
ship insisted they were not there
to discuss the removal of ANC
president Cyril Ramaphosa, with
secretary-general Fikile Mbalula
saying branches can discuss that
in the lead-up to the 2027 elective
conference.

Mbalula’s 294-page midterm re-
port acknowledges that the ANC’s
decline dates back to 2016, be-

B By YACOOB ABBA OMAR

ginning with the loss of major met-
ros and culminating in losing its
parliamentary majority in the 2024
elections. The report describes
the organisation as ‘“weakened
structurally, politically and morally,
but not defeated”.

In his opening address, Rama-
phosa revived the Vision 2032 and
renewal programme presented at
the ANC’s 2022 national confer-
ence. That conference’s decla-
ration pointed out that “the ANC
will only succeed in realising
its strategic objective of trans-
forming South Africa when it
has successfully transformed
itself into a renewed, respon-
sive, modernised, well-gov-
erned, well-resourced, caring
and effective political formation
— the central focus of the ANC
Roadmap to 2032

There has been much speculation
around ideological tensions over
the ANC’s choice of political par-
ties when constituting the govern-
ment of national unity (GNU). Ra-
maphosa defended it, arguing that
the national executive committee
agreed that the core progressive
policy agenda has been retained,
despite the difficult conditions.

Ramaphosa’s speech on the sec-
ond night shepherded the troops
around a common ideological
framework by adroitly drawing on
its many historical documents,
with the 1955 Freedom Char-
ter providing the fulcrum around
which past thinking flowed and fu-
ture thinking would revolve.

In emphasising that the charter
still represents a basis for radical
transformation of the economy
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and building a nonracial South
Africa that belongs to all who live
in it, he:

» Extended a hand to the South
African  Communist  Party
(SACP), whose leaders have
decided to contest the local
government elections without
the ANC, and seized the man-
tle of radical rhetoric from the
EFF and MK parties.

+ Strengthened this with re-
marks about the steadfast-
ness of Cosatu as an ally and
emphasised the role of the
working class in achieving
economic transformation.

* Underscored the centrality of
land restitution, describing the
dispossession of the original
inhabitants of this land as ‘“the
original sin”.

* Reasserted the openness of
the ANC to all race groups, cit-
ing the various moments it had
committed to nonracialism. He
also emphasised this needs
to find concrete expression

through all structures of the
organisation.

+ Signalled that the ANC lead-
ership will not be associat-
ed with xenophobic attacks
against those who have taken
up residence in South Africa.

The circumstances leading to
the local government elections
and 2029 general election could
not be more propitious for the
ANC. We are witnessing the roll-
ing back of crime and corruption
through arrests, commissions
and hearings, but the ANC needs
to take the lead in this fight and
not be on the back foot when its
comrades are accused of, or im-
plicated in, malfeasance.

We are also beginning to see
an improvement in the country’s
economic prospects, especially
due to the raft of reforms made
possible by the business-govern-
ment working groups.

Other factors that could create the

A
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conditions for the ANC’s revival are
the fissures confronting the DA,
EFF and MK. The May 2024 elec-
tions indicated that support for the
DA and EFF is plateauing. Fuelling
this trend, according to election an-
alyst Wayne Sussman the Patriotic
Alliance (PA) is “setting themselves
up as the one party stronger today
compared to 2024’

An issue that should concern
all parties is the decline in voter
participation, with increasing lev-
els of cynicism in the democrat-
ic process. Participation of the
voter-eligible population, which
includes registered and non-reg-
istered voters, came in at about
42% in last year’s elections.

The ANC must lead the charge
in renewing faith in the elec-
toral system and saving our
democracy.

Abba Omar is director of opera-
tions at the Mapungubwe Institute.
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Renewal Is Not Déeja Vu:
A Response to Tony Leon and the
Politics of Liberal Forgetfulness

NY Leon’s recent com-
mentary dismissing Pres-
ident Cyril Ramaphosa’s
political report as ‘“renewal

déja vu” is not simply a critique of
the ANC'’s internal processes; it is
an ideological statement rooted
in the liberal conviction that the
movement has exhausted its his-
torical purpose. To Leon, renewal
is a pitch we have heard before,
a performance repeated without
conviction, a recycling of promises
that have outlived their shelf life.
It is a comfortable argument for
someone who has long believed
that South Africa is best served
when its largest liberation move-
ment is confined to a museum.

But what Leon misreads — and
what many commentators echo
uncritically — is that renewal,
as engaged at this 5th National
General Council, is not a brand-
ing exercise or an attempt to re-
vive past slogans. It is a moment
of reckoning. A confrontation with
decline. A recognition that a lib-
eration movement can drift, can
falter, can deviate, and yet still
carry within it the intellectual and
organisational resources to cor-
rect course. Renewal is not déja
vu. It is dialectic. It is the ANC
recognising that history does not
wait for wounded giants to heal; it
demands they act or perish.

Leon treats Ramaphosa’s report

N By BUTI MANAMELA

-

as a repetition of old scripts be-
cause his political tradition reads
ANC self-correction as theatre
rather than theory. He judges
the movement by the metrics of
managerial efficiency rather than
the deeper architecture of ideo-
logical struggle. Where he sees
sameness, those of us steeped
in ANC tradition recognise a re-
turn to foundational clarity — not
because the past must be roman-
ticised, but because the present
requires the discipline of political
honesty.

The political report does not pres-
ent renewal as ornamentation. It
describes it as existential impera-
tive. It acknowledges the elector-
al setback without euphemism.

It concedes that the movement
has, in places, been hollowed by
patronage, distracted by faction-
alism, and burdened by its own
internal contradictions. It diag-
noses the collapse of local gov-
ernment with unflinching accura-
cy. It admits that corruption did
not merely weaken the state — it
wounded the moral fibre of the
organisation itself. No serious an-
alyst could describe this as rep-
etition. It is politically dangerous
truth-telling. It is not the language
of a movement content with old
slogans; it is the language of one
aware that it stands at a historical
precipice.

Leon’s argument rests on the
belief that the ANC’s promise
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of renewal has been made too
many times to carry weight. But
movements do not renew on me-
dia timelines. They renew when
organisational survival, ideo-
logical coherence and nation-
al responsibility converge. That
convergence is now. The ANC’s
challenge is not to find new met-
aphors; it is to recover the dis-
cipline, ethics and theoretical
coherence that once made it a
transformative force. Renewal is
repetition only to those who can-
not distinguish between an echo
and a warning.

The NGC is not a nostalgia festi-
val. It is a governance correction.
It is an organisational inquest. It
is a moment to align the move-
ment’s internal health with the
national interest. And far from
recycling platitudes, the political
report outlines one of the most
far-reaching diagnoses of state
failure presented inside the gov-
erning party since 1994. It de-
mands a professionalised public
service insulated from factional
interference. It calls for procure-
ment reform to dismantle a par-
asitic middleman economy that
Leon’s own party once celebrat-
ed as entrepreneurial freedom.
It argues for a rebuilt develop-

BN

mental state that places capaci-
ty above cadre entitlement. It in-
sists that renewal must be both
ethical and structural — a fact that
the libertarian imagination cannot
entertain because it reduces gov-
ernance to technocratic tinkering.

Leon calls the report déja vu
because it refuses to mimic the
neoliberal assumption that the
market alone will resolve struc-
tural inequality. Renewal in ANC
terms is fundamentally about
power — who wields it, for whom,
and toward what end. It is about
whether the democratic state can
reclaim authority from private in-
terests and internal saboteurs.
It is about whether the working
class, the unemployed youth,
and the vulnerable majority can
still see themselves in the na-
tion-building project. It is about
whether the ANC can earn trust
not through nostalgia but through
competent, ethical and disci-
plined leadership.

And this is precisely where Leon’s
argument collapses under the
weight of its own amnesia. He po-
sitions the ANC'’s call for renewal
as a 13-year loop, but without ac-
knowledging the devastating im-
pact of state capture, the global
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economic shocks, the ideological
fragmentation of post-apartheid
society, or the dangerous emer-
gence of anti-constitutional popu-
lisms that threaten the very fabric
of democracy. To ignore these
forces is to critique from abstrac-
tion. To renew in the face of these
forces is to govern in reality.

This NGC is not business as
usual. No previous NGC con-
vened at a time when the ANC
must confront its own mortality.
No previous NGC operated un-
der the constraints of coalition
governance where every misstep
becomes ammunition for forces
hostile to the constitutional order.
No previous NGC had to address
the widening gap between the
promise of the NDR and the lived
experience of youth swallowed
by unemployment, or communi-
ties who experience local gov-
ernment as a daily betrayal. This
is not déja vu. This is crisis. And
crisis, in political movements, is
often the birthplace of clarity.

Leon is correct about one thing,
though unintentionally. If renewal
is not implemented with the dis-
cipline and urgency outlined in
the political report, then indeed
nothing will change. But this is
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not the gotcha he imagines. It is
the very reason the NGC exists.
The ANC has never renewed it-
self because its critics demanded
it. It has renewed itself because
history required it. At Morogoro.
In Kabwe. In the 2000s when it
rethought the meaning of gov-
ernance. In moments when the
movement chose correction over
comfort.

What Leon calls déja vu, we call
responsibility.

Renewal begins in thought but is
proven in action. And this politi-
cal report — for all its demands,
all its candour, all its ideological
re-anchoring — is not the end of
that work. It is the beginning. It
is the intellectual mandate from
which organisational discipline
must follow. It is the diagnostic
document from which both state
and movement must rebuild.

So yes, Tony Leon is watching.

So are the millions of South Af-
ricans who have every right to
demand more from the ANC than
promises. Renewal will not be
judged by its announcement but
by its execution. But dismissing
the seriousness of its political
grounding is not analysis. It is a
projection of liberal fatigue onto a
movement engaged in introspec-
tion far deeper than its critics are
willing to admit.

The real test is not whether Leon
believes in renewal. The test is
whether we can make it real —
through discipline, through cour-
age, through ethical leadership,
through re-anchoring the ANC in
the people’s lived struggles. Re-
newal is not déja vu. It is the only
path ahead. And those who call
it repetition mistake the sound
of an echo for the approach of a
turning point.
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Beyond ‘Dishing Out’:
Lazy Headlines betray
our global role

N By CHRISPIN PHIRI

HE recent headline, “SA

dishing out millions in for-

eign aid to neighbours, al-

lies,” did more than just re-
port on the African Renaissance
and Cooperation Fund (ARF).
It perfectly illustrated a chronic
deficiency in how South Africa’s
international relations are cov-
ered: a preference for sensation-
al, domestically charged framing
over specialist and correct under-
standing.

In today’s contested new media
world analytical shallowness is
often tolerated, this headline is
a masterclass in the latter. It is
conceptually bereft and ideolog-
ically loaded, reducing a key in-
strument of statecraft to the level
of a reckless handout. This does

a disservice to the public’s under-
standing of where South Africa
sits in a complex world.

A specialist lens, one we urgently
need in our foreign policy jour-
nalism, would immediately re-
frame the discussion. “Dishing
out.” This is the vocabulary of a
cafeteria line, not of diplomacy. It
implies a casual, unthinking gen-
erosity. It erases the calculated
strategy behind every rand allo-
cated from the ARF. This fund is
not a charity. It is a core tool of
soft power and direct investment
in our own national interest.

The ARF is, in essence, an in-
vestment in regional stability and
prosperity. When we support
post-disaster/ conflict reconstruc-
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tion in Mozambique or the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, we are
investing in fewer refugees, less
cross-border crime, and more
secure trade routes. When we
fund infrastructure or skills devel-
opment in SADC nations, we are
cultivating the neighbours who
become the future markets for
our goods and services. This is
not altruism; it is strategic prag-
matism.

The second failing is the unexam-
ined use of the term “foreign aid.”
This imports a paternalistic, do-
nor-recipient model that is alien
to South Africa’s foundational
foreign policy philosophy. We
speak of “African-led solutions”
and “mutual cooperation.” The
ARF is a vehicle for this, a tan-
gible commitment to the “African
Renaissance” that its very name
honours. By labelling it “aid,”
the narrative instinctively - and
wrongly- pitches it against do-
mestic service delivery. Of course
we have dire needs at home. But
all nations, even struggling mid-
dle powers, must resource their
foreign policy. The real question
isn't “Why are we spending this
abroad?” but “Is this fund being
managed transparently and ef-
fectively to deliver on its stated
goals of enhancing our security

and influence?”

The media’s critical role is not
to stoke zero-sum resentment,
but to demand accountability
for outcomes. Are ARF projects
achieving their aims? Are they
fostering democracy, stability,
and integration? That is rigorous
oversight. The temptation to cri-
tique the fund solely by tallying
rand amounts against potholes
misses the broader strategic
picture. An independent review
of the ARF published in Novem-
ber 2024 underscores this point,
finding that more than half of the
fund’s initiatives made a signifi-
cant contribution to South Africa’s
foreign-policy priorities and to the
continent’s stability and devel-
opment. Put simply, the ARF is
delivering the kinds of outcomes
that strengthen both our regional
role and our national interests.

Most tellingly, the headline and
the framing it imposes complete-
ly airbrush out the “African Re-
naissance.” This is the intellectu-
al and strategic heart of the fund.
It is the legacy of a vision for a
continent that is peaceful, self-re-
liant, and capable of shaping its
own destiny. To ignore this is to
report on a tree while missing
the forest. It reduces a nuanced

foreign policy to a mere line item,
easily weaponised for cheap po-
litical points.

We live in a contested world
where South Africa is steering
active non-alignment, a re-as-
serting multilateralism and the
reform of post-world two insti-
tutions in a world a where Cold
War super powers are retreating
to narrow and crude nationalism
and although the colonialism is
decapitated, our continent is still
the a domain of extraction of crit-
ical minerals. The public cannot
make sense of these dynamics if
our reporting defaults to simplis-
tic “handout” headlines. We need
journalism that can translate
statecraft, analyse strategic inter-
ests, and hold power to account
on the complex terrain where it
actually operates.

The term “African Renaissance”
is not mere decoration; it is the
center piece of our foreign poli-
cy. The story of the ARF is not a
simple tale of generosity. It is a
chapter in the arduous, essential,
and ongoing project of building a
better Africa a project from which
South Africa stands to gain im-
mensely. It's time our headlines
started showing they understand
that.
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When we contribute to stability in
Mozambique or support democrat-
ic consolidation in Lesotho, we are
not merely being neighbourly. We
are investing in the stability of our
own economic corridor, the securi-
ty of our borders, and the collective
strength of the regional markets
upon which our own prosperity de-
pends. It is, in the cold calculus of
statecraft, a form of preventative
spending. The cost of regional in-
stability, in the form of uncontrolled
migration, transnational crime, and
collapsed trade, would be infinitely
higher.

This is not to say the fund should
be immune from scrutiny. Quite
the opposite. The public’s rightful
scepticism should be channelled
into far more penetrating ques-
tions than whether we should

spend the money at all. We must
ask: Is the fund administered with
rigorous transparency? Are its
projects subject to independent
evaluation? Do they deliver tan-
gible results that align with our
stated goals of peace, integra-
tion, and mutual development?
This is the terrain of meaningful
accountability. It shifts the debate
from a simplistic “here versus
there” to a more soft power di-
plomacy tools and the prevention
of conflict “effectiveness versus
waste.”

What troubles me about the “dish-
ing out” narrative is not its ques-
tioning of expenditure, but its
poverty of imagination. It reduc-
es a nuanced, long-term vision
of African partnership, a vision
that animated our moral re-en-
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try into the world, to the level of
a household grudge. South Afri-
ca’s voice on the continent and in
forums like BRICS and the G20
derives not only from the size
of our economy, but from a per-
ceived commitment to a certain
set of principles. That credibility
is a strategic asset, one careful-
ly cultivated through instruments
like the ARF.

Itis true we all feel the pinch of our
domestic challenges, such con-
cerns are valid. It is the engine of
accountability. But | would gently
suggest that our patriotism must
also look outward. Our destiny is
inextricably linked to that of our
continent and the international
community interconnected world.
Discussing that bond requires us
to move beyond the chasing sen-
sationalism and, more towards
illustrating that a shared renais-
sance is still painfully incomplete.

We deserve a public discourse
on foreign policy that is as so-
phisticated as the challenges we
face. It begins by asking better
questions, and by resisting the
easy allure of a headline that,
while resonant, may ultimately
lead our conversation down a
path of parochialism, away from
the complex world in which our
future must be secured.
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The South African Gonstitution:
A Transformational Framework and Nexus
With Internationalism And Human Rights

HIS year marks the 29th

anniversary of the signing

of the Constitution on the

10th December 1996 in
Sharpeville.

As the curtain closes on the
70th anniversary of the Freedom
Charter, looking with hope to a
new year of vast opportunities,
we look back with pride the mo-
mentous period in our lifetime on
the signing of the democratic con-
stitution on the 10th December
1996. This is a long period which
draws us closer to the mirror,
to reflect on the progress made
since this watershed moment.
As we so do, we interrogate the
nexus between the Constitution,
internationalism and a culture of
human rights in a changing world
gravitating towards solidarity and
equality.

In a period of cynicism where all
embrace the Constitution as a
transformative tool, others ped-
dle falsehoods of a country com-
mitting acts of genocide against
the people which the constitution
is designed to protect, to promote
the culture of human rights, digni-
ty and the right to life.

A few weeks ago when our inter-
national guests, business, pro-
gressive civil society and global
leaders left our shores after the
G20 Summit, none amongst

B By GEORGE MAGOMA

them witnessed any human cull-
ing, persecution of minorities and
land seizures, but a people im-
mersed in peace and friendship,
which is their proud heritage and
value system.

This is their culture as a car-
dinal principle of the Freedom
Charter, emphasised in the land-
mark judgment of the State Mak-
wanyane in which the apex court
declared the death penalty bar-
baric and a crime against human-
ity. Then how can, the African
National Congress (ANC) and
government, carry these deplor-

able acts akin to the slaughter of
Gaza, Serbia, Bosnia, Rwanda
and many atrocities across the
world?

As the country celebrates the
29th anniversary of its founding
Constitution, we reiterate that
South Africa belongs to those
who live in it, black and white,
and united in diversity. As an in-
clusive non-racial state guaran-
teeing common citizenship, the
constitution promotes equity and
diversity driven through various
pieces of legislation. Against this
fundamental grain, resistance to
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equality, non-racialism, unity, di-
versity, addressing the injustices
of the past, protection of every
citizen as envisioned by the con-
stitution is heightened, ques-
tioning the commitment of those
opposed to an inclusive state,
redress and equity, and their pa-
triotic duty to the democratic, to
contribute to its prosperity and
development, advance its objec-
tives and to defend its gains of
the 31 years of democracy.

The G20 Summit was steeped in
the spirit of camaradie, solidarity,
pivoting on the central theme of
Solidarity, Equality and Sustain-
ability towards a new global order
of inclusive multilateralism and
progressive internationalism. The
G20 Summit catapulted South
Africa to the global state, its flag
nestled high amongst many that
adorned our beautiful sky, reflect-
ing our diversity, our national coat
of arms, the seal of the republic
inscribed with inerasable words
which animate our collective re-
solve’, reflecting on who we are,
expressed in, “Ike e: /xarra //ke”
which means that diverse people
unite, symbolising the nation’s
call for unity among its diverse
cultures and peoples, promoting
a shared sense of belonging and
national pride.

The Constitution enjoins us to
build a democratic South Africa
able to take its rightful place as
a sovereign state in the family
of nations. Through the G20, its
diplomatic policy, a quest for a
better Africa and a better world,
South Africa is riding the crest
of a wave, fighting for justice on
behalf of the voiceless, impe-
rialism for a new global order,
promoting cooperation, an end
to hunger, exploitation, disease,
peace and friendship and striv-
ing for progressive international-
ism and inclusive multilateralism.
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These efforts are undermined,
owing to South Africa’s role and
its emergence as a powerful
force in a geopolitical paradigm
that has drastically shifted from
dominance and global bullying to
inclusivity and cooperation of na-
tions of the world. This is South
Africa’s constitutional imperative
of a new global order that frowns
upon neo-colonialism, but sol-
idarity and equality, the central
theme of G20, and the injunction
of peace and friendship as advo-
cated by the Freedom Charter.

The signing of the Constitution
in Sharpeville in the Vaal, the
present day Sedibeng was not
a coincidence of history, but the
recognition of the injustices of
the Group Areas Act, the abhor-
rent pass laws, separate devel-
opment, the betrayal of the 1902
Peace of Vereeniging, the land
dispossession regime of 1913,
the Sharpeville, Boipatong and
Nangalembe Massacres and
the graves of Maccauvlei where
lay the Afrikaaners who fought
the British occupation in the
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Anglo-Boer War, but betrayed
blacks who were on both sides
of the war, denying them of uni-
versal suffrage, human rights and
land ownership.

In 2025 the government passed
the Expropriation Act to reverse
brutal betrayal of this exclusion-
ary peace pact of Vereeniging,
concluded between two enemies,
who as an oxymoron were tied
together in furtherance of racial
oppression and colonialism.

The Constitution is a catalytic
vehicle that mobilises all South
Africans behind the goal of pa-
triotism, the duty to defend the
democratic state, to foster nation-
al pride and unity. It is a bastion of
human rights, and an instrument
to advance development, build
a non-racial, improve the quality
of life, and to free the potential of
each individual.

Equality is non-negotiable as a
right enshrined in the Constitu-
tion to drive transformation and
human dignity, to further the
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NDR in reversal of the legacy of
apartheid. Today, on the occa-
sion of his watershed moment,
the ANC prides itself with many
achievements attained through
the constitution as a transforma-
tive framework promoting human
rights and progressive interna-
tionalism.

In giving effect to the constitution,
the ANC had passed empower-
ing laws. The laws, designed to
ensure equality, equity and inclu-
sivity include the National Health
Insurance Act (NHI), Expropri-
ation Act and the Employment
Equity Employment to transform
the workplace on the occasion of
the 40th anniversary of the Con-
gress of the South African Trade
Unions (COSATU), to strengthen
the tripartite alliance in advanc-
ing the imperatives of the consti-
tution and the NDR and a dream
of a better life.

Our Constitution is unitary and
not alienating, it is a transforma-
tional instrument that unites so-
ciety behind the common goal of
development, nation building and
prosperity.

Moving forward with determina-
tion and a sense of purpose, our
vigilance must be raised against
rising nationalism, the emer-
gence of the laagers of racism
and division. All citizens, in the
face of this assault on the vision
of the constitution must renew
their resolve to defend the dem-
ocratic state, to defeat the right-
wing agenda and advance the
poor and working class struggles.

In reaffirming the Constitution,
we reassert that our country’s
sovereignty is not for sale.

The People Shall Govern! There
Shall be Peace and Friendship!
All Shall Enjoy Equal Rights!
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How Majodina is Revitalising
the Water Sector

B By CORNELIUS MONAMA

OUTH Africa’s water sector

has for years been trapped

in crisis: ageing infrastruc-

ture, rampant non-revenue
water, municipal debts exceeding
R21 billion, violent service-deliv-
ery protests, and the predatory
activities of the “water mafia”.
As one of the world’s 30 most
water-scarce countries, with per
capita consumption already ex-
ceeding the global average at
218 litres per day compared to
173 litres internationally, South
Africa has been teetering on the
brink of a water crisis.

The point needs to be made that
while there are challenges, raw
water supply in South Africa is cur-
rently approximately in balance
with existing demands on a na-

tional scale, but there have been
localised deficits in areas such as
Nelson Mandela Bay, Cape Town,
Gauteng and eThekwini.

Amid overwhelming challenges,
Majodina brought resolute lead-
ership that would ignite a renais-
sance in the water sector. Since
taking office as Minister of Water
and Sanitation, she has provided
exactly that kind of leadership.
Over the last few months, she
sought to ensure that each part-
ner in the value chain understood
their mandates and executed
them. She instilled an appreci-
ation that the water sector is a
system, and that each part of the
system carries a responsibility to
contribute to the effective func-
tioning of the whole system.

WATER
‘HAS NO

_SUBSTITUTE.
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In less than 18 months, she had
already moved the department
from crisis mode to strategic inter-
vention, unblocking long-stalled
projects, restoring governance
and placing water security on top
of the national agenda. Through
bold reforms, infrastructure in-
vestments and strategic partner-
ships, she has transformed an
entire sector into an engine room
for hope, dignity and sustainable
water supply for all.

Majodina inherited a fragment-
ed system that has been unable
to respond adequately and in a
co-ordinated manner to all chal-
lenges that undermine sustain-
able and reliable water supply.
Bulk infrastructure projects rou-
tinely missed deadlines and blew
budgets. One of her first decisive
moves was to fast-track the es-
tablishment of the South African
National Water Resources In-
frastructure Agency (NWRIA), a
game-changing entity responsi-
ble for all major bulk water proj-
ects. In the past, fragmented
oversight led to delays and cost
overruns in mega-projects. In
her first eighteen months, she
unblocked and fast-tracked key
bulk water projects:

* Phase Il of the Lesotho High-
lands Water Project (R42
billion) is back on schedule
which will deliver an addition-

L

al 400 million cubic meters
of water annually to Gauteng
and the Free State by 2026.
Maintenance on the LHWP’s
delivery tunnel, completed in
May 2025 despite setbacks,
ensured uninterrupted flow
to the Vaal Dam and averted
shortages in South Africa’s
economic powerhouse.

The long stalled Lower uM-
khomazi Bulk Water Supply
Scheme in KwaZulu-Natal is
back on track and will increase
annual supply from 394 million
to 608 million cubic metres to
over five million people.

In the Eastern Cape, the
James Kleynhans  Water

Treatment Plant was handed
over after upgrades that dou-
bled capacity from 10 to 20
megalitres per day for Makana
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Municipality.

George’s R81.3-million Gar-
den Route Dam and remedial
works (handed over on World
Water Day 2025) added bal-
ancing dams, expanded treat-
ment capacity, and installed
generators that will ensure
an uninterrupted supply even
during power outages.

In Emfuleni, she established
the Vaal Corporation Water
Utility, a special-purpose ve-
hicle meant to rebuild and re-
store water and sanitation in-
frastructure.

In  August, the President
launched Station 5A at Rand
Water’s Zuikerbosch Plant in
Vereeniging, Gauteng, Afri-
ca’s largest and state-of-the-
art water purification facility to
ensure reliable, sustainable
water security for millions of
residents.

Parts of Hammanskraal have
been receiving water since
October 2024, following in-
tervention by Minister Majo-
dina to fast-track the Klipdrift
Package Plant. The rest of the
area will soon have access to
clean, reliable and safe water.
The R9.5-billion Mandlakazi
Bulk Scheme (Zululand) and
R4.7-billion Olifants-Ebenezer
Phase 1 (Limpopo) are among
dozens of regional projects
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now fully funded and under
construction.

Majodina now oversees 14 ma-
jor projects valued at more than
R100 billion that were previously
stalled.

Majodina understands that gov-
ernance is critical to sustainable
water supply. Good infrastructure
means nothing in the absence
of good governance. Under her
leadership, amendments to the
Water Services Act have been
energised to give the department
stronger regulatory powers and
to reverse the deterioration of
water services at local govern-
ment. Non-revenue water is now
being tackled in a systematic and
co-ordinated manner.

More investments are prioritised
for rural and peri-urban areas,
townships, and historically ne-
glected municipalities. Groundwa-
ter development, water reuse and
non-sewered sanitation solutions
are being rolled out where pipe-
lines are deemed to be econom-
ically unviable. Ongoing upgrades
to wastewater treatment works
and reticulation systems are part
of her commitment to address de-
cades of deliberate neglect.

The water mafia are also firmly
on her radar. The sector has long
been held to ransom by criminals
the water mafia. She has declared
war on these criminal syndicates
who deliberately damage water
infrastructure in order to secure
lucrative emergency tanker con-
tracts. Closer co-operation with
law-enforcement agencies is now
protecting critical infrastructure and
ensuring that tax-payers’ money
serves the public, not the corrupt.
At a very conceivable turn, she re-
minds stakeholders that water infra-
structure is a key public asset, not a
feeding trough for the corrupt.

In August 2025, Majodina used
the AU-AIP Water Investment
Summit to secure US$10-12
billion in commitments for 80 pri-
ority projects across 38 African
countries. Her frank message to
developed nations — “put your
money where your mouths are” —
helped to highlight the continent’s
US$30 billion annual water-in-
vestment gap.

At home, she stabilised struggling
water boards (uMngeni-uThuke-
la recently earned an AA+ Fitch
rating) and brokered debt-recov-
ery agreements with defaulting
municipalities. Rural and peri-ur-
ban areas, for decades neglect-
ed, are finally seeing targeted
investment in groundwater, wa-
ter reuse and off-grid sanitation
solutions. She has issued a clear
call to every citizen, municipality,
business, and community to treat
water as the scarce and precious
resource that it is.

She has urged municipalities to
update their indigent registers.
At the same time, she continues
to urge citizens to be the first line
of defence against vandalism of
infrastructure. Her message to
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those who can afford to pay is
clear: pay for the services you
consume to enable authorities to
keep delivering consistently.

Majodina often reminds the na-
tion of the department’s mantra:
“Water is life. Sanitation is
dignity.” Her interventions have
touched human life. National
access to RDP-level water has
increased from 60% in 1994 to
90% today. The task is to sustain
this progress and to expand it to
every underserved village, school
and clinic. She knows too well
that unless this mantra is trans-
lated into the lived experiences
of ordinary citizens, it will not be
worth the material it is written on.

Majodina’s re-engineering is a
testament to what visionary lead-
ership can achieve in any sector.

Her tenure has shown that politi-
cal will, technical focus and cou-
rageous leadership can deliver
results. If this momentum is sus-
tained, then South Africa stands
on the threshold of a new era
where clean, reliable water is not
a privilege for some but a guar-
anteed right for all citizens.

=
;

WATER IS LIFE.
SANITATION IS DIGNITY.
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The Boikie Tihapi Story Matters

N an interesting turn of

events, three former Apart-

heid Police Officers namely,

George Mbathu, Itumeleng
Matiti and Johannes Venter have
been identified as persons of
interest by the National Prose-
cuting Authority into the alleged
death and disappearance of
Potchefstroom anti-Aparthied ac-
tivist Boikie Tlhapi, in police cus-
tody. The trio recently appeared
before North West High Court
sitting in Mahikeng where their
case was remanded to March
2026 to allow them sufficient time
to finalise their application for le-
gal representation.

Tlhapi’s story forms part of over
hundred and fifty Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission (TRC)
cases that have been registered
and reopened for investigations.
And in May this year President
Cyril Ramaphosa established a
judicial commission of inquiry to
investigate the reasons for the
long delays in the investigation
and prosecution of TRC cases
over the past decades.

Thirty-nine years ago a group of
young political activists were in-
tercepted by the Stilfontein Riot
Police while en route from lka-
geng township near Potchefst-
room to a funeral in Klerksdorp.
Amongst them was 26-year-old
Boikie Tlhapi. They had defied the
1986 State of Emergency to bid
farewell to their fallen comrades
who were killed by police during
political riots. They were subse-
quently detained at the Stilfontein
Police Station where they were

N By SELLO TATAI

tortured for several days and af-
ter fourteen days in custody, they
were released. But Tlhapi never
made it home and that was the
last time he was seen alive.

The 1980’s marked a turbulent
period in the country and in its
defense the then Apartheid gov-
ernment used extensive powers
to incarcerate thousands of ac-
tivists, gag media freedom and
curtail political gatherings as well
as imposing curfews by declar-

ing the State of Emergency. This
was part of a broader strategy
by the government of the day
to crackdown on anti-apartheid
movement and keep the racist
Apartheid government in power
no matter the ramifications.

During this period, efforts to raise
awareness on atrocities meted by
the Apartheid Government on Af-
rican people had grown by mon-
umental proportions gaining inter-
national recognition in the process.
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Through international mobiliza-
tion and solidarity, the African
National Congress had sought to
use its international footprint to
mobilise the global community to
isolate the regime through sanc-
tions and disinvestment.

At the centre of the organization’s
strategy was Mass Mobilisation
and Action. This encapsulated
sustained popular mass action
and civil disobedience through
large scale protests, boycotts,
marches and stay-aways.

The rolling mass action came at
a heavy price particularly through
the actions of the Security Branch
affectionately known as the Spe-
cial Branch. Established in 1947
and sustained throughout the
Apartheid Era this unit was used
as an instrument for state repres-
sion, surveillance, detention, tor-
ture and extra-judicial killing of
thousands of anti-apartheid ac-
tivists. A tragedy that would later
befell TIhapi during his detention
at the notorious Stilfontein Po-
lice Station which many likened
to Vakplaas- an infamous count-
er-insurgency unit which was in-
volved in human rights abuses,
bombings and assassinations of
anti-Apartheid Activists.

| came to know about Tlhapi’s
story through a former Apartheid
Police Officer George Mbathu,
one of the three men that have
been identified as persons of
interest in the Tlhapi matter. At
the time | was a journalist for
the Public Broadcaster based in
Mahikeng. In a three (3) piece in-
sert | produced for SABC News,
| interviewed Mbathu who made
some very interesting and yet
startling remarks about the dis-
appearance of Tlhapi. He pointed
out a mine ventilation shaft where
he alleged, Tlhapi was thrown by
police.

“In that shaft, there are bones
and skeletons of our people
there. | am saying today | am
prepared. If they can open the
shaft, if they don’t get the skel-
etons they must charge me. In
fact, it is not Boikie Tlhapi alone
that was being thrown there. All
comrades that were being arrest-
ed within Carletonville, Randfon-
tein and Welverdient they were
also thrown in that shaft,” alleged
Mbathu.

He further maintained, the shaft
was sealed after a visit by the
Independent Inquiry Body (lIB)
to have it excavated and test his
allegations. The 1IB was tasked
with investigating human rights
abuses that took place in the 80’s
in the then Western Transvaal.

During this period the late Advo-
cate Abbey Dlavane was a hu-
man rights lawyer and contribut-
ed immensely in the compilation
of the IIB report and partly cor-
roborated Mbathu’s claims. The
[IB recommended a follow up on
the excavation of the shaft. But
this was not done and efforts to
finally close this horrific chapter
were dealt a huge blow.

At the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, Tlhapi’s story and
that of other activists who dis-
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appeared under similar circum-
stances occupied centre stage.
This includes Sam Khiba of Ka-
nana Township and Tello Nikelo
who was only seventeen years
old at the time.

The TRC recommended the ar-
rest and questioning of police
officers who were last seen with
Tlhapi. But again, this was not
done until recently following Min-
ister Mamoloko Kubayi’s decision
to have the case re-opened.

Tlhapi’'s disappearance contin-
ues to linger in the minds of his
family, fellow comrades and ac-
tivists as well as the general pub-
lic.

He might not have been a popu-
lar political figure as it is the case
with other high profile cases of a
similar nature currently sitting be-
fore various South African courts.
But his story matters. It bears tes-
timony to the resilience and forti-
tude demonstrated by ordinary
South Africans from all corners of
our country and in this regard the
little known townships of Ikageng
and Kanana in the struggle for
national liberation.

It continues to serve as a constant
reminder on both the emotional
and physical scars carried by the
victims of Apartheid, thirty-one
years after the country’s dem-
ocratic breakthrough. True de-
mocracy must therefore heal the
wounds of the past through restor-
ative justice, centred on honesty
transparency and accountability
particularly for the families who
lost their loved ones in the course
of National Liberation.

Sello Tatai is a former journalist
and co-founder of the Maftown
Book Club. He writes in his per-
sonal capacity.
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Princess Faku: Her Role in Uniting the
Dr W.B. Rubusana Region

(formerly the Border Region)

LLOW me to express

my political view on the

recent ANC Dr W.B. Ru-

usana regional confer-
ence, where Princess Faku was
elected unopposed as the new
regional chairperson following
the withdrawal of her counter-
part, Antonio Carels, who had
been contesting the position of
regional secretary.

Both Faku and Carels are chil-
dren of the ANC, groomed within
the ranks of the Congress Move-
ment. Although Carels is no lon-
ger in a leadership position, he
remains committed to work with
the current leadership.

The strength of any leadership
is measured by its presence on
the ground and its willingness to
serve the structures of the organ-
isation.

Understanding where we come
from and acknowledging that we
have built a solid foundation for
the movement, we remain mind-
ful of the challenges that persist.
We will continue to refine and
improve our models of engage-
ment.

Our preparations for the 2026
local government elections are
on course and will provide a firm
basis for unity, enabling us to ad-
vance our revolution unhindered.

B By THABANG MASEKO

Princess Faku

Faku has emphasised in the me-
dia that a vibrant ANC branch is
one that provides space for all
its members to contribute their
ideas, skills, and competencies
for the betterment of the organi-
sation. This space should not be
reserved exclusively for those
elected to office (the Branch Ex-
ecutive Committee).

Such vibrancy is further charac-
terised by continuous engage-
ment with broader society on is-
sues affecting the communities
in which the branch operates.
Through consistent interaction,
the branch listens to society in
order to refine its policies and
ensure they remain aligned with
ANC principles.

The eleventh-hour withdrawal of

Carels at the conference was not
a betrayal of the struggle. On the
contrary, | admire his brave deci-
sion to step aside in order to unite
his forces with those of Faku and
foster unity in the region.

The people of the Dr W.B. Ru-
busana region yearn for the kind
of unity we experienced in the
1980s during the Border region
era.

The politics of the Buffalo City
Border region which includes
East London, Mdantsane, and
Qonce (formerly King William’s
Town) were shaped in the 1980s
by the severe implementation
and rigid enforcement of apart-
heid policies, particularly the
Bantustan system.

The area became a flashpoint of
political conflict and anti-apart-
heid resistance, largely due to
the forced proximity of the “white”
city of East London and the im-
poverished Ciskei homeland.

Key political dynamics in

the 1980s included: Forced
removals and relocation

The Ciskei became a recepta-
cle for countless African families
forcibly removed from other ar-
eas. The influx, combined with
state-created tribal authorities
that controlled land and services,
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created immense social pres-
sure and led to the rapid growth
of informal settlements as public
housing provision declined in the
early 1980s.

Vibrant civic resistance

The oppressive Bantustan system
ignited robust civic movements
that contested the legitimacy of
the Ciskei’s tribal authorities and
the broader apartheid regime.

The Egerton Bus Boycott
Massacre (1983)

When the Ciskei government in-
creased bus fares for commuters
travelling from Mdantsane to East
London, a massive bus boycott
ensued. On 4 August 1983, Cis-
kei police and soldiers opened
fire on commuters at Egerton
train station, killing 11 people and
injuring 36. This incident, along
with subsequent mass arrests,
laid bare the brutality of political
repression in the region and gal-
vanised anti-apartheid sentiment.

International pressure
These events occurred against

the backdrop of intensifying
global pressure, with the United
States and the European Eco-
nomic Community imposing eco-
nomic sanctions on the apartheid
regime sanctions that increas-
ingly took effect by the decade’s
end.

The politics of the region in the
1980s were therefore defined by
a direct, often violent clash be-
tween the state’s rigid racial seg-
regation policies and the growing
resistance of local Black commu-
nities.

Today, the young leader Faku,
now serving her second term at
the helm of a region with such
rich political history, faces the
daunting task of uniting all forces.
To achieve this, we have had to
confront tendencies among some
senior comrades to express ill-in-
formed views about the ANC at
funerals and social gatherings.
Such individuals should be en-
gaged constructively and encour-
aged to be part of the solution.

In some instances, leadership
has also had to reassess its own
views about former leaders, rec-
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ognising that some of us have
held uninformed opinions in the
past. We must acknowledge
that we, too, may be part of the
problem and resolve to ensure
broader participation of cadres
in organisational matters so that
the Buffalo City Metro Municipal-
ity (BCMM) remains an ANC-led
metro.

There is general acceptance that
the movement holds a wealth of
experience and more must be
done to share this with new gen-
erations of ANC members led by
Faku and her secretary, Anele
“Gee” Lizo.

This further underlines the need
for proper organisational and
administrative machinery to ad-
vance the movement. Finally,
thank you, Comrade Faku, for
your generosity in proposing that
Comrade Carels assume the par-
liamentary position of “Gee” Lizo,
thereby ensuring continued com-
radeship.

This challenges all of us in po-
litical office to play a meaningful
role and support our principals
wherever they serve.

Newly elected Top 5 ANC Dr W.B. Rubusana Regional Leadership
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SECHABA:

N the December 1985 issue

of the African National Con-

gress (ANC) journal, “Sech-

aba”, it reproduced a leaflet
that had been distributed inside
South Africa titled “Take the
Struggle to the White Areas!”
The leaflet began with a bellig-
erent slogan, which declared,
“Make the whole of South Af-
rica ungovernable! Paralyse
apartheid!”

It then had a topic, “The Battle
Lines Are Drawn”, in which it
maintained that through resolute
action, many parts of South Afri-
ca were rendered ungovernable
and the apartheid system of gov-
ernment in the African ghettoes
were smashed, while at the same
time rudimentary organs of peo-
ple’s power were evolving. Fur-
thermore, the leaflet asserted that
despite enemy brutality, the peo-
ple were engaged in mass action
around all issues affecting them.

“Taking the Struggle to the
White Areas”

B By CASTRO KHWELA

Moreover, according to the leaf-
let, the ANC had managed to cre-
ate combat groups and mobile
units to defend the people and
their leaders by confronting the
racist army, police, death squads,
agents and stooges within their
midst. By using all forms of strug-
gle, the people had thrown Botha
and his clique into confusion. The
leaflet then said the goal was
clear, which was “to destroy the
system of apartheid colonialism
and establish in its stead a dem-
ocratic, non-racial system in The
People Shall Govern!”

In the following heading of the
leaflet, “The Enemy is Desper-
ate”, the ANC averred that Botha
and his generals were resorting
to martial law and full-scale re-
pression against all anti-apart-
heid forces, which included mass
murder, arrests, bannings and so
on, in an attempt to cow the peo-
ple into submission. At the same

time, the document argued, the
regime was doing all it could to
confine the struggle to the Black
areas and protect the comfort
of Whites, which was viewed to
be a consequence of oppres-
sion and super-exploitation. As a
solution, therefore, the leaflet as-
serted that the time had come to
take the war to the White areas,
as White South Africa could not
be at peace while the townships
were in flames.

In the leaflet’s definition of tak-
ing the war to the White areas, it
meant the strengthening of work-
ers’ organisations and engag-
ing in united action in the facto-
ries, mines, farms and suburbs;
spreading the consumer boycott
to all areas of the country; engag-
ing in well-planned and organised
demonstrations in the White sub-
urbs and central business dis-
tricts; forming underground units
and combat groups in places of
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work and taking such actions as
sabotage in the factories, mines,
farms and suburbs, and disrupt-
ing the “enemy’s oil, energy,
transport, communications and
other vital systems”; systemat-
ic attacks against the army and
police and the so-called area
defence units in the White ar-
eas; and organising well-planned
raids on the armouries and arms
dumps of the army, police, farm-
ers and security services to se-
cure armaments for the combat
and mobile units.

The leaflet then called on White
democrats and all anti-apartheid
Whites to play a special role by
ensuring that they participated in
even larger numbers in mass ac-
tion in the White areas hand-in-
hand with the mass democratic
movement; spreading the voice of
democracy far and wide through
the anti-apartheid organisations
and win as many Whites as pos-
sible to the side of freedom and
non-racialism; and intensifying
the campaign against conscrip-
tion, repression, the tri-cameral
system, racist education and the
mass carnage by the army and

REVOLUTION

police in the townships.

Furthermore, the leaflet chal-
lenged the challenged the pro-
gressive White community to
change those who were serving
in the apartheid parliament, who
were claiming to stand for democ-
racy by abandoning the illusion
that the apartheid system could
be changed from within and find-
ing their place within the demo-
cratic movement; changing those
who were serving within the army
and the police to refuse to shoot
their fellow countrymen, and turn
their weapons against the sadists
that were giving orders for killing
and maiming; as well as throwing
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their lot with the fighters for liber-
ation by swelling the ranks of the
ANC and Umkhonto we Sizwe
underground.

The leaflet then concluded by
saying, “The issue today is not
whether or not freedom for the
people will come. The question
is on which side you should be
— whether to perish with apart-
heid or to live with the forces of
democracy and peace. Let us all
Act in Unity against a system that
has brought so much suffering to
so many, and that continues to
drown thousands in blood.”

WEAKEN THE ENEMY’S REAR!
PARALYSE APARTHEID’S
NERVE CENTRE!

MAKE THE WHOLE OF SOUTH
AFRICA UNGOVERNABLE!

Source:

Sechaba Leaflet, “Take the
Struggle to the White Areas!
Make the of South Africa Un-
governable! Paralyse Apart-
heid!”, Sechaba, December
1985.

“Taking the Struggle to the White Areas”

“The issue today is not whether or not freedom

side you should be = whether to perish with
apartheid or to live with the forces of democracy
and peace. Let us all Act in Unity against a system
that has brought so much suffering to so many,
and that continues to drown thousands in blood.”

WEAKEN THE ENEMY'S REAR! PARALYSE APARTHEID'S NERVE EENTRE!

MAKE THE WHOLE OF SOUTH AFRIEA UNGOVERNABLE!
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and Amazwi SA Museum of Literature

13 December 1941
Petros Matseke, social
campaigner and activist
dies

Matseke was born in 1878 in Pre-
toria, and drafted as a driver into
the Boer Commandos during the
Anglo-Boer War. He worked as a
court interpreter, fluent in African
languages and Dutch. Appointed
to the Pretoria Location Advisory
Board (PLAB) in 1928, he used
this position to campaign for im-
proved policing, the appointment
of black nurses and against rent
increases in black areas. Matse-
ke served on the National Exec-
utive of the African National Con-
gress (ANC), and as ANC Deputy
Speaker and Organizer in the
1930s. He was a member of
the Transvaal African Congress
(TAC) and succeeded S.M. Mak-
gatho as president. As TAC Pres-
ident, he presided over a confer-
ence that led to the founding of
the African Mineworkers’ Union
(AMWU) in 1941. Matseke was
active in the Lutheran Church
and later joined the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church (AME).
On 13 December 1941, Simon
Petros Matseke passed away in
Pretoria, survived by his wife and
five children.

13 December 1946
Zomba floods

The heavy rain in the former
capital of Malawi started on Fri-
day the 13th, and by the second
day over 50 cm of rain had fall-
en, leading to roads being cov-

ered, flashfloods and trees and
mudslides from the mountains
damaging buildings. The city is
at the foot of the Zomba Plateau,
which has forest trails, waterfalls
and sweeping views over the
surrounding plains. The plateau
is home to baboons, giant but-
terflies and raptors. In 1948, the
Paseli Brothers Band recorded a
hit titted Napolo (meaning flash-
flood), in which they described
the Zomba flood.

13 December 1975
Visual artist, Alexis
Preller dies

Alexis Preller was born on 6
September 1911 in Pretoria.
Before pursuing a career in art,
he worked as a clerk. He left for
England in 1934 to study at the
Westminster School of Art, re-
turning to South Africa in 1935
before leaving for Paris. Preller's
work defied classification, and
was one of the most innovative
artists of his time. He died in Jo-
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hannesburg, on 13 December
1975, from a heart attack.

13 December 1989
Brazzaville Protocol
signed

The peace agreement, brokered
in the Republic of Congo, was
signed by Angola, Cuba and
South Africa, bringing an end to
the South African war on Angola,
which started in 1966, also called
one of the ‘last great conflicts of
the Cold War.’

13 December 1990
Oliver Tambo returns from
Exile

President of the African Nation-
al Congress (ANC), Oliver Tam-
bo, returned to South Africa af-
ter going into exile nearly thirty
years ago. Tambo was one of
the founder members of the ANC
Youth League (ANCYL) in 1944,
and was elected as ANCYL Sec-
retary. He served as ANC Sec-
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retary General from 1954. With
the banning of the ANC and oth-
er liberation movements in 1961
Tambo was given the mandate
to establish ANC mission offices
in exile. He started both the UK/
Ireland and Lusaka Missions and
was at the fore of mobilisation of
the armed struggle and sanctions
campaigns against apartheid.
When ANC President Chief Albert
Luthuli died in 1967, Tambo was
appointed as Acting President.
He was elected as President of
the organisation during the Moro-
goro Conference in 1969. Oliver
Tambo passed away on 24 April
1993. South Africa’s main airport
in Johannesburg is named after
President OR.

13 December 1996
Kofi Annan appointed as
UN Secretary General

The Ghanaian diplomat is ap-
pointed UN Secretary General by
the UN Security Council on this
day, later approved by the Gen-
eral Assembly. Annan served two
terms as UN Secretary General
from 1997 to 2006.

13 December 2015

First Nyege Nyege festival
begins

The annual festival of electron-
ic music, arts and culture was
held for the first time in Kampala,
Uganda. The festival, now in its
8th year attracts thousands of vis-
itors from across East Africa and

the continent, now takes place in
Jinja, on the banks of Lake Victo-
ria. It is organised and curated by
the Boutique Foundation, a com-
munity-based organisation aimed
at developing culture in Uganda.
In 2023, the Nyege Nyege fes-
tival brought together over 300
acclaimed instrumentalists, pro-
ducers, bands, emcees and dee-
jays from across the continent
for three days of non-stop music
celebration on over nine acres of
forest at the source of Nile River.

14-16 December 1990
First ANC Consultative
Conference after three
decades held

ADVANCE
NATIONAL
DEMOCRACY!

1990 Consultative (i mference

PEACE AND FREEDOM NOW

The African National Congress
(ANC) held its first Consultative
Conference in South Africa since
its banning in 1960 from 14-16
December 1990. Nelson Man-
dela gave his Opening address
on behalf of Comrade OR Tam-
bo, who by then had suffered a
stroke. Conference addressed
the conditions for negotiations,
the Third Force violence, the re-
building of the ANC as a mass
legal organisation, the building
of a Patriotic Front against apart-
heid, and the double agenda of
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the apartheid regime. After the
banning of the ANC, three con-
sultative conferences were held
outside the country — in Lobatse,
Botswana (1962), Morogoro, Tan-
zania (1969) and Kabwe, Zambia
in 1985.

14 December 2011
Pan-African University
launched

The African Union launched this
continental initiative, one of the
Agenda 2063 flagship projects,
on this day in Addis Ababa. The
university has branches in five
African regions, specializing in
different areas of strategic impor-
tance to Africa: Algeria hosts the
PAU Institute for Water, Energy
and Climate Sciences, KENYA
the PAU Institute for Basic Sci-
ence, Technology and Innova-
tion, Nigeria the Institute for Life
and Earth Sciences, Cameroon
the Institute for Governance, Hu-
manities and Social Sciences and
South Africa the PAU Institute of
Space Sciences.

14 December 2014

ANC fires Chief Whip for
sexual harassment

The ANC’s National Disciplinary
Committee (NDC) responded to
allegations of sexual harassment
by a staff member against its Chief
Whip Mbulelo Goniwe by bringing
three charges: abusing his office
to obtain sexual favours, bringing
the ANC into disrepute and pro-
voking divisions in the unity of the
party. Goniwe was found guilty
on the first two charges and was
fired as the chief whip of the ANC
on 14 December 2006. He also
lost his parliamentary seat and
his membership of the ANC was
suspended for three years. Goni-
we’s sacking was considered as
a landmark victory for women’s
rights in South Africa.
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15 December 1986
Ebrahim, Maseko and
Dladla abducted from
Swaziland

South African security forces ab-
ducted ANC activists Ebrahim
Ismail Ebrahim, Mandla Maseko
and Simon Dladla in Swaziland
and transferred them to stand trial
in SA. The treatment of Ebrahim
was particularly harsh, as he was
taken at gunpoint and in chains
from his home. They were con-
victed in January 1989 despite
testimony by the ANC'’s office in
London that the structure of the
Organisation was such that the
accused could not have commit-
ted the crimes they were charged
with. Ebrahim received a 20-year
sentence, while Maseko and Dla-
dla were sentenced to 23 and 12
years respectively. Cde Ebrahim
Ebrahim passed away on 6 De-
cember 2021.

15 December 1993

SA Citizenship restored

to South Africans in
bantustans

The Transitional Executive Coun-
cil, a product of CODESA ne-
gotiations engaged on lengthy
deliberations around restoration
of citizenship to the residents of
Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Ven-
da and Ciskei, numbering about
10 million inhabitants. It was
agreed in the deliberations that
the restoration should be done si-
multaneously with the reintegra-
tion of these territories into South
Africa. The formal announcement
on the restoration was made
by parliament on 15 Decem-
ber 1993, scheduled to come
into effect on 1 January 1994.
President of Bophuthatswana,
Mr Lucas Mangope announced
that his homeland would never
participate in South Africa’s first
democratic elections scheduled,
prompting the Anti Bop campaign

led by the ANC Youth League
and other structures.

15 December 2013
President Nelson Mandela
laid to rest in Qunu

President  Nelson Mandela
passed away on 5 December
2013 at the age of 95, in his home
in Johannesburg. His passing
was greeted with outpourings of
grief across the country, conti-
nent and world. His body lay in
state at the Union Buildings, and
a Memorial service was held at
FNB Stadium. On 15 December
2013, Tata Madiba was buried in
Qunu in the Eastern Cape.

15 December 2017
Rwanda bans Shisha pipes
After a WHO study, that found that
smoking the addictive tobacco shi-
sha for one hour equals 100 ciga-
rettes, Rwanda banned the import,
sale and smoking of the pipe.
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15 December 2021
African Intangible
Heritage

UNESCO listed Congolese rhum-
ba music and Senegal’s fish and
rice dish, Thiébou Dieune on its
Intangible Heritage of Humanity
register.

16 December 1913
Women’s Monument
opened in Bloemfontein
The Women’s Memorial was un-
veiled in Bloemfontein, at a cer-
emony attended by 20,000 peo-
ple from all over the country. The
monument commemorated the
26 251 women and children who
died during the Anglo-Boer War
2, mainly in British concentration
camps.

16 December 1943
African Claims adopted at
ANC Conference

[=

At the annual conference of the
African National Congress (ANC)
held in Bloemfontein, the docu-
ment the African’s Claim in South
Africa, presented by a committee
appointed by ANC president Dr
A.B. Xuma, was unanimously ad-
opted. The committee was man-
dated to study the Atlantic Char-
ter and draft a Bill of Rights.
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16 December 1961
Umkhonto we Sizwe
launches its first acts

of Sabotage

On this date, Umkhonto we
Sizwe (MK), the military wing of
the African National Congress
(ANC) announced its existence
by launching its first acts of sab-
otage. During the evening of 16
December 1961, five bombs were
detonated in Port Elizabeth, with
other actions in Johannesburg,
Pretoria, Cape Town and Durban.
The MK High Command selected
targets for the start of the military
confrontation and insurgency, with
primary targets being power sta-
tions and government buildings.
Umkhonto we Sizwe engaged in
the armed struggle, under the po-
litical leadership of the ANC, until
the suspension of armed action in
1990 and its integration into the
SANDF after 1994.

16 December 1995
Orlando Pirates won the
African Champions Cup
Orlando Pirates won the Second

@ UMKHONTO

CELEBRATING
64 YEARS OF
THE PEOPLE’S
ARMY

WE SIZWE

16 December 1961

On this day we remember and
pay tribute to the heroic sons
and daughters of our
revolution. We honor these
brave soldiers of our movement
for their selfless contribution to
the struggle for the freedom of
all South Africans.

Leg of the 1995 African Cham-
pions Cup (ACC) Final against
ASEC Mimosas with a score of 1
— 0. With this victory, Pirates be-
came the first football club south
of the equator to win the ACC at
first attempt. The match was later
awarded the Kick Off Magazine’s
Game of the Decade Award.

16 December 1998
Gugu Dlamini, AIDS
activist killed by men
in her community

A An b

On 16 December 1998, Gugu
Dlamini, a young woman from
KwaMashu, KZN dedicated to
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raising awareness around HIV/
AIDS and fighting against dis-
crimination, was killed. Being HIV
positive herself, Dlamini believed
that in order to overcome the
stigma of the virus and educate
people across all social spheres,
we had to talk openly about the
disease. On World AIDS Day,
December 1, 1998, Dlamini dis-
closed her HIV status on televi-
sion and on a Zulu-language ra-
dio station. Her public disclosure
was met with anger from mem-
bers of her hometown, who be-
lieved she had brought shame to
their community. Subsequent to
her announcement Dlamini is re-
ported to have been threatened
by her neighbours. These threats
manifested into violence when,
on 16 December 1998, she was
stoned and stabbed to death by
a group of men from her commu-
nity. Since her gruesome death,
Dlamini’s name continues to be
used in the fight against the stig-
matization of HIV infected per-
sons and HIV denialism.

17 December 1949

ANC Conference adopts
Defiance Programme of
Action

The adoption of a Programme
of Action by the African National
Congress (ANC) at the Decem-
ber conference marked one of
the most important turning points
in the history of the struggle.
The ANC Youth League initiated
and lobbied for the Programme
of Action, to transform the ANC
into a militant liberation move-
ment, which embarked on mass
action, involving civil disobedi-
ence, strikes, boycotts and other
forms of non-violent resistance.
In 1952, the young guard in the
ANC, led by Walter Sisulu, Oli-
ver Tambo and Nelson Mandela,
in alliance with the South African
Indian Congresses, the Con-
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gress of Trade Unions and the
Coloured Peoples’ Congress, led
the first Defiance Campaign.

17 December 2010
Tunisian youth sets
himself on fire, sparks
Arab Spring

Mohamed Bouazizi, a 26-year
old street vendor, left school
early to help earn a living for his
family, selling fruits on the street.
He was continually harassed by
the police, and shortly before the
incident had his scales confiscat-
ed and his cart turned over by a
government official. Mohamed
went to the governor’s office
to try and get his tools of trade
back, but the officials refused to
let him in. He returned the next
day, doused with petrol and set
himself alight. Bystanders tried
to help, but he sustained 90%
burns and passed away from his
injuries. This spurred the Tuni-
sian revolution, and the broader
Arab Spring from 2010 through to
2012, against uncaring and au-
thoritarian regimes. This affected
Egypt, Libya, Yemen, Syria and
Bahrain; with protests in Algeria,
Morocco, Iraqg, Lebanon, Jordan,
Kuwait, Oman, and the Sudan.

18 December 1949
Steve Bantu Biko is born

Biko was born on this day in King
William’s Town in the Eastern

Cape, and went on to inspire the
hope for freedom among millions
in South Africa and across Afri-
ca. Founder of the South African
Student’s Organisation (SASO),
and a leading ideologue and
leader of the Black Conscious-
ness Movement, he was banned
and detained several times by
the apartheid authorities, until he
was killed by the police whilst in
detention on 12 September 1977.

18 December 1965
John “Shoes” Moshoeu
born

—= = =
South African and internation-
al soccer player John Moshoeu
was born in Diepkloof, Soweto.
One of the most successful foot-
ballers, his nickname came from
his dribbling skills as an attacking
midfielder. He started his football
career at Giant Blackpool, and
went on to play for Kaizer Chiefs,
AmaZulu and Fenerbahge, Tur-
key. He made his debut for Bafa-
na Bafana 1993 against Botswa-
na, was influential in the team
that won the 1996 Africa Cup of
Nations and went onto represent
the country in six other interna-
tional tournaments, including the
1998 FIFA World Cup in France.
Shoes Moshoeu passed on in
2015, after a long battle with
stomach cancer.
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19 December 1997
Sugarboy Malinga wins
World Boxing Title, again

Tulane Sugarboy Malinga, South
African super middleweight, won
the World Boxing Council (WBC)
title for the second time in his
career. Malinga became the first
South African to win a WBC belt
by beating Nigel Benn in 1996.

19 December 1989
Zimbabwe political
parties merge

Two rival political organisations
in Zimbabwe, the Zimbabwe Af-
rican People’s Union (ZAPU), led
by Joshua Nkomo, and the Zim-
babwe African National Union
(ZANU), led initially by the Rev-
erend Ndabaningi Sithole and
later by Robert Gabriel Mugabe,
merged following consensus
reached in 1987 to form a new po-
litical party called the Zimbabwe-
an African National Union-Patri-
otic Front (ZANU-PF).

19 December 1943
Father of Ethiopian Jazz
Mulatu Astatke is an Ethiopian
musician and arranger consid-
ered as the father of Ethio-Jazz,
which combines Ethiopian music
with jazz and Latin music. Mulatu
led his band while playing the vi-
braphone and conga drums, in-
struments that he introduced into
Ethiopian popular music, as well
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as other percussion instruments,
keyboards, and organs. The
unique sound of Ethio-jazz finds
its roots in a culture with over
3,000 years of independence.

19 December 1969
Uganda Prime Minister
Milton Obote shot

Apollo Milton Obote was a Ugan-
dan socialist political leader who
led the country to independence
in 1962. He became prime min-
ister of Uganda and later presi-
dent. In 1969, an attempt on his
life was made when he was shot
at while attending a UPC confer-
ence in Kampala. Angered and
paranoid after the attempted as-
sassination, he banned all op-
position parties. His government
was overthrown in 1971 and was
succeeded by Idi Amin. Obote
died of kidney failure in 2005.

20 December 1948
Abdulrazak Gurnah born
The Tanzanian author Abdulrazak
Gurnah was born on this day in
Zanzibar. Gurnah won the Nobel
Prize for Literature in 2021, for
his books, which speaks to the
themes of exile, colonialism and
post-colonial experiences.

20 December 1965
Arthur Elias Letele,
medical doctor and

ANC activist passed on
Arthur Elias Letele was born in
Lesotho in 1916, but grew up
in Ladybrand in the Free State.
He finished high school in East-
ern Cape, studied medicine and
started a practice in Lovedale in
1947. While at medical school,
Letele joined the ANC Youth
League, and the ANC when he
moved to Kimberley in 1948.
He participated in the 1950s
Defiance Campaign, leading to

his first arrest. Another arrest in

1952 led to a 9-month sentence,
after which he was banned from
leaving Kimberley until August
1953. Letele was elected to the
ANC Executive Committee, was
part of the Congress of the Peo-
ple Campaign and was an ac-
cused in the 1956 Treason Trial.
After the Sharpeville Massacre,
Letele was arrested for a third
time, and upon his release, giv-
en 30 days to leave South Africa.
He returned to Lesotho in 1961
and continued his involvement
with the ANC in exile. After suf-
fering from an incurable disease
for years, Letele committed sui-
cide on 20 December 1965. The
South African Institute of Health
Care Matters was named in his
honor in 2003.

20 December 1991
Discovery of 5000 year-old
fleet of Nile ships

On 20 December 1991 (some
sources say 21 December) ar-
chaeologists discovered a 5000
years old fleet of ships near the
Nile in Abydos, Egypt. The 12
large wooden boats were be-
lieved to be the first royal ships,
possibly belonging to the second
dynasty Pharaoh, Khasekhemwy.
However, other archeologists be-
lieved that the boats might have
been built by an earlier Pharaoh,
Djer, of the first dynasty. It was
concluded that the boats were
used for burial of royals. The
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boats boasted very advanced de-
sign for their era and were built to
withstand rough seas.

20 December 1991
CODESA starts
i

The Convention for a Democrat-
ic South Africa starts the process
of negotiations in Kempton Park
with a range of political parties
represented, to dismantle apart-

heid and usher in a democratic
South Africa.

20 December 1997
Yanok Yai born

South Sudanese fashion model
Anok Yai was born on this day in
Cairo. She is the second black
model after Naomi Campbell to
open a Prada show. When dis-
covered, she was a 19-year old
student studying biochemistry,
got her picture taken and shared
on Instagram, and the rest was
history.

20 December 2012
Rwanda Minister of
Planning Convicted

of Genocide

Augustin Ngirabatware was sen-
tenced to 35 years in prison by
a UN war crimes court after con-
victed of genocide. At the time of
the 1994 Rwanda genocide, Ngi-
rabatware was Minister of Plan-
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ning, a Doctor of Economics and
Professor at the National Uni-
versity of Rwanda, and former
General Director of the Minister
of Mines and Artisanat. Gisenyi
Ngirabatware was charged with
conspiracy to commit genocide,
through a plan to exterminate the
Tutsi civilian population, instiga-
tion of ethnic violence, training.

21 December 1949
Sankara born

Thomas Sankara, Pan African,
freedom fighter, revolutionary
and President of Burkina Faso,
was born on this day in Yako.
Amongst his famous quotes
were: “You cannot carry out fun-
damental change without a cer-
tain amount of madness.” The
charismatic leader was assas-
sinated in a coup led by Blaise
Compaoré, Sankara’s close
friend and fellow army colleague
on 15 October 1987.

21 December 1967
Louis Washkansky dies
54-year old dentist Louis Wash-
kansky, recipient of the first suc-
cessful human heart transplant in
the world, died in Cape Town, 18
days after receiving the heart of
Denise Darvall. The heart trans-
plant operation was performed by
Dr. Christiaan Barnard at Groote
Schuur Hospital in Cape Town on
3 December 1963. Washkansky

died of pneumonia brought on
by a weakened immune system.
Heart transplants have become
routine procedures since then.

22 December 1959

Dusi Canoe Marathon
starts

The Dusi Canoe Marathon start-
ed on 22 December 1951, when
8 individuals canoed from Alex-
andra Park in Pietermaritzburg,
through the Umsindusi, the Val-
ley of a Thousand Hills and the
Umgeni to Durban. lan Player
was the only one who reached
the final destination in 6 days, 8
hours and 15 minutes. He pub-
lished the book Men, Rivers and
Canoes in 1964. The Dusi Canoe
Marathon is one of the most icon-
ic canoe races in the world, at-
tracting between 1 600 and 2 000
paddlers each year.

22 December 1963
ZANU-PF founded

The Zimbabwe National Union
Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) is
founded, as a political and mili-
tary liberation alliance between
ZAPU led by Joshua Nkomo and
ZANU led by Robert Mugabe.
Though with ideological differ-
ences, it presented a formidable
assault against white and British
rule in Zimbabwe, and became
the governing party in 1980.

22 December 1989
Somalian peace activist
llwad Elman born

lwad Elman was born on this
day in Mogadishu. Her father, a
peace activist was assassinated
and she was sent to Canada to
stay with family. She returned to
Somalia in the midst of the coun-
try’s civil war to work with her
mother in a social welfare foun-
dation, and has since involved in
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co-founding a rape crisis centre
and other social initiatives.

23 December 1938
Ancient Coelethant found
in East London

Marjorie Courtenay-Latimer, a
museum curator in East Lon-
don, had an arrangement with
fishermen Captain  Hendrick
Goosen that she could exam-
ine all catches from his trawler
for her museum. On 23 Decem-
ber 1938, she saw an unknown
specimen amongst the fish. Back
at the museum, going through
her reference books, she notice
that it looked like the prehistoric
coelacanth, a fish that had been
swimming in the seas 400 million
years ago, and believed to have
been extinct for some 70 million
years. This was confirmed by
other scientists.

23 December 1980
Four black newspapers
banned

Four black newspapers, Post
Transvaal, Saturday Post, Sun-
day Post and the Sowetan, were
banned, on the same day that an
8-week strike of black journalists
ends. Six days later, in the Rand
Supreme Court, Justice Coetzee,
refused to lift the banning order
on the newspapers. The security
police also served the president
and vice-president of trade union
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Media Workers of South Africa
with 3 year banning orders.

23 December 1897
Helen Martins,

the Owl Lady born

Helen Elizabeth Martins has put
the quaint Karoo village of Nieu
Bethesda on the map with her
eccentric Owl House, with its ex-
traordinary creatures of wire, ce-
ment, and cut glass. It included
owls, camels, wise men, women,
and children walking on the road
to Mecca. She was born on this
day in Nieu Bethesda, the young-
est of six children and lived there
when she died on 8 August 1976.
Nieu Bethesda remains a key
tourist attraction.

23 December 2002
Tatamkhulu Afrika, poet
and activist died

Tatamkhulu Africa was born in
Egypt as Mohamed Faud Nasif
on 7 December 1920. His parents
relocated to South Africa in 1923
where they died from the Asia flu
leaving him orphaned at the age
of two. He was given to a Meth-
odist couple who renamed him
John Charlton. In 1938, his adop-
tive parents informed him that he
was adopted and not white. John
Charlton published his novel Bro-
ken Earth (1940) at the age of
17. After the end of World War I,
he went to live in Namibia where
he was taken in by an Afrikaans
family, renamed Jouza Joubert.
In 1964, Jouza Joubert embraced
Islam and changed his name to Is-
mail Joubert before settling in Dis-
trict Six. When District Six was de-
stroyed in 1967, Joubert launched
a militant Muslim organisation, Al
Jihaad. Ismail Joubert and other Al
Jihaad members joined uMkhon-
to weSizwe early 1980s. Joubert
was arrested and charged with
Terrorism in 1987, spent some

time in prison and then banned
for 5 years and forbidden to write.
During his time in MK he was giv-
en the name Tatamkhulu Afrika
(Grandfather Africa), a name that
he adopted as his official name.
He wrote and published eight po-
etry volumes and four prose works
, wWinning a number of awards. He
donated a large portion of his in-
come to establish an Islamic cen-
tre and a creche. Tatamkhulu Afri-
ka passed on 23 December 2002
in aroad accident.

24 Decembers Birthdays:
Actress and author Anna Neeth-
ling Pohl was born in 1906 on
this day and so was Rivonia trialist
and Isithwalandwe Seaparankoe,
Wilton Mkwayi in 1923, famous
Sowetan business icon, Richard
Maponya in 1926 and Stephen
Appiah, Ghanian footballer born
in 1980.

25 December 1992
Helen Joseph passed on
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Helen Joseph was an anti-apart-
heid leader, a FEDSAW founding
member, one of the four women
that led the 1956 women’s march
to the Union Buildings, Treason
Trialist and a patron of the Unit-
ed Democratic Front formed in
1983. She was arrested several
times for her involvement in polit-
ical activities. She died at the age
of 87 years.
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25 December birthdays:
Anwar Al-Sadat, former Eg-
yp-tian President born (1919);
Christmas Tinto, trade union-
ist, civicand ANC leader and West-
ern Cape UDF President (1925);
and Aziz Pahad, former ANC
NEC member and Foreign Affairs
Deputy Minister born in 1940.

29 December 1981
Winnie Mandela served with
yet another banning order
The continues harassment of
Winnie Mandela saw her being
banned for another five years
and banished and restricted to
the small Orange Free State
town of Brandfort.

30 December 1875
Adam Kok Ill killed in
accident

Adam Kok Ill, founder and chief
of Griqualand East, was killed in
an accident. The Cape Colonial
government unilaterally annexed
Griqualand East in 1874 depos-
ing Kok of his duties as chief. He
is revered by the Griqua people
of the present day as the greatest
of the Kok chiefs.

31 December 1930

Dorothy Nyembe born

Dorothy = Nomzansi  Nyembe
was born on the 31st of Decem-
ber 1931 near Dundee in north-
ern KwaZulu-Natal. Her mother,
Leeya Basolise Nyembe was
the daughter of Chief Ngedee
Shezi. Dorothy attended mission
schools until Standard Nine, and
at the age of fifteen gave birth to
her only child and few years later.
She joined the African National
Congress (ANC) in 1952, partic-
ipating as a volunteer in the De-
fiance Campaign in Durban and
was imprisoned briefly on two oc-
casions. In 1954 she participated
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in the establishment of the ANC
Women’s League in Cato Man-
or and becoming Chairperson of
the “Two Sticks” Branch Commit-
tee. She was one of the leaders
against the removals from Cato
Manor in 1956, and also one of
the leaders of boycotts of the gov-
ernment controlled beer hall. The
beer halls were perceived to de-
stroy traditional beer brewing, the
only viable source of income for
women in the townships. In the
same year, Dorothy was elected
as Vice-President of the Durban
ANC Women’s League and a
leading member of the Feder-
ation of South African Women
(FEDSAW). On the 9th of August
1956, she led the Natal contingent
of women to the Union Buildings
in Pretoria to protest against the
introduction of passes for women.
In December of that same year
she was one of the 156 people ar-
rested and charged with high trea-
son, but the charges against her
and sixty others were dropped on
18 December 1957, she resumed
her political work,was elected
to the ANC’s National Execu-
tiveCommittee with Lilian Ngoyi
in December 1958. In the same
year, she was elected President
of the ANC Women’s League in
Natal, and was active in the po-
tato boycott in 1959. During the
1960 post-Sharpeville state of
emergency she spent five months
in detention. In 1961, Dorothy
was recruited into Umkhonto we
Sizwe and worked closely with
the likes of Chief Albert Luthuli,
Moses Mabhida, Nelson Mande-
la, Walter Sisulu and Oliver Tam-
bo. In 1962 with the ANC banned,
Dorothy became President of
the Natal Rural Areas Commit-
tee where she participated in the
organisation of anti-government
demonstrations by rural women,
including their refusal to fill cat-
tle dips. The campaign became
known as the Natal Women’s

Revolt. In 1963, Dorothy was ar-
rested and charged with further-
ing the aims of the banned ANC
and she was sentenced to three
years’ imprisonment. Following
her release in 1966 Dorothy was
served with a five-year banning
order restricting her to the mag-
isterial district of Durban, how-
ever she carried on with her un-
derground activities. In 1968 she
was detained with ten others and
charged on five counts under the
Suppression of Communism Act.
In January 1969 she was found
guilty of harbouring members of
Umkhonto we Sizwe(MK), the
military wing of the ANC, and was
sentenced to fifteen years’ im-
prisonment which she served in
Barberton,Kroonstad, Potchefst-
room, and Pretoria Central pris-
ons. South Africa’s longest-serv-
ing woman political prisoner, she
endured conditions often worse
than those for incarcerated Afri-
can men. She was released on 23
March 1984, and become active in
the Natal Organisation of Women
(NOW), a community organisation
fighting against rent increases,
transport costs, poor education
and lack of child care facilities.
Dorothy was awarded the Sovi-
et Union’s greatest awards, the
Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics (USSR) People’s Friendship
Award. In 1992 she was awarded
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the Chief Albert Luthuli prize for
her commitment and dedication to
the liberation struggle. In 1994 af-
ter the first democratic elections,
she was one of the pioneer Mem-
bers of the National Assembly and
one of the founding mothers and
fathers of the South African dem-
ocratic constitution. Mam Dorothy
passed away on 17 December
1998.

31 December 1932
Mapungubwe
re-discovered

The ancient city of Mapungubwe
(‘Hill of the Jackal’) is an Iron Age
archaeological site in the Limpo-
po, on the border between South
Africa, Zimbabwe and Botswa-
na. Mapungubwe was the centre
of the largest known kingdom in
Africa, a sophisticated trading
center from around 1200 to 1300
AD, trading gold and ivory with
China, India and Egypt. The site
was ‘discovered’ on 31 Decem-
ber 1932, when a local informant,
Mowena, led farmer van Graan
to the Mapungubwe Hill. The Uni-
versity of Pretoria archeologists
excavated the site, but for de-
cades until 1994 suppressed all
knowledge of the city, because it
defied the apartheid colonial ver-
sion of history. Mapungubwe was
declared a World Heritage Site
by the United Nations Education-
al, Scientific and Cultural Organ-
isation (UNESCO) in July 2003.

31 December 1959

Last of Sophiatown
residents removed

Forced removals from Sophia-
town had started in 1955. On this
day, in 1959 the last residents are
moved. In 1963 the demolition of
the houses started, as the area
was reassigned to White resi-
dents and renamed Triomf by the
apartheid government.



49 ANC Today

S

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

'iﬁw

ANNIVERSARY

INTERNATIONAL AND

NATIONAL DAYS

13-31 December 2025

Source: www.un.org, www.au.int, The Africa Fact Book (2020), www.daysoftheyear.com

14 December

Day of African Sport

Sport plays an important role in the continent, con-
tributing to health, entertainment, national cohe-
sion and the economy. Africans play an important
role in global sport, with over 100 African footbal-
lers playing in premier leagues in Europe, Asia and
South America; Kenyans and Ethiopian athletes
dominate long distance track events, but also oth-
er athletic codes. Reggie Walker, a South African
sprinter, was the first African to win an Olympic
gold for the 100 meters in 1908. According to the
African Reporter, Football, Rugby, Running (Ath-
letics), Cricket and Basketball are amongst the top
five sports in the continent. More and more wom-
en’s teams and athletes are making their mark,
although the gender pay gap between male and
female athletes across sports remains huge.

17 December
International Day to end Violence
against Sex workers

END VIOLENCE AGAINST

SEX WORKERS

DECRIMINALIZATION,
COMPENSATION, JUSTICE
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hate crimes committed against sex workers and to
highlight the social stigma and discrimination that
contribute to violence against sex workers. The day
was inaugurated by Dr Annie Sprinkle and started
by the Sex Workers Outreach Project USA.

18 December
International Migrants Day
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Migration has been part of the experience of hu-
manity since time immemorial, as Antonio Guterres,
UN Secretary General said: “throughout human his-
tory, migration has been a courageous expression
of the individual’s will to overcome adversity and to
live a better life.” The commemoration coincides
with the adoption on 18 December 1990, of the UN
International Convention for the Protection of all Mi-
grant Workers and their Families”. South Africa has
a long history of migration (forced and voluntary),
from colonialism and the arrival of the Dutch, British
and others of European descent, slaves from An-
gola, Madagascar and Malaysia, the Mfecane, Chi-
nese and Indians indentured labour, migrant labour
for the mines from Southern Africa, to the current
post 1994 waves of migration.

18 December

Arabic Language day

There are about 274 million Arabic speakers in
the world, and is an official language in over 26
countries. In recognition of the importance of the
language, in 1973, the UN General Assembly ad-
opted Arabic as one of its six official languages.
Arabic is also widely spoken in the African conti-
nent, especially north and east Africa, and is also
one of the African Union official languages.



50 ANC Today

,/’g-“l‘“_\m’\—h\

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

113

ANNIVERSARY

19 December
UN Day for South-South Cooperation
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South-South cooperation is a manifestation of co-
operation and solidarity among peoples and coun-
tries, to work towards ending the unequal and
unjust global economic and political system, that
continues to advantage countries of the North,
allowing them to continue to exploit developing
countries to their advantage. The cooperation
is expressed in various multilateral forums and
South Africa continues to play an important role in
promoting and fighting for South-South coopera-
tion and solidarity.

20 December

International Human Solidarity Day
Solidarity is identified in the Millennium Declara-
tion as one of the fundamental values of interna-
tional relations in the 21st Century, wherein those,
who either suffer or benefit least deserve help from
those who benefit most, in the context of a highly
unjust and exploitative world order. Consequently,

ELour struggle for

freedom

=Tale 'ust_ice was
a collective effort.

Itis in your hands

now to create

a better world
for all whe live in it.] )

in the context of globalization and the challenge of
growing inequality, strengthening of international
solidarity (and social justice) is indispensable.

24 December

Christmas Book Flood Day

This day has its origin in Iceland, where friends
and family members exchange books and read to-
gether.

27 December
International Day of Epidemic
Preparedness
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Day of Epidemic
Preparedness
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Truly global pandemics are once in a century oc-
currence, like the COVID-19 pandemic and the
Spanish Flu of 1918, which affect countries across
the world. But, there are also more localized ep-
idemics and pandemics, like SARS, Ebola or the
Bubonic Plague. An epidemic is defined as the
rapid spread of an infectious disease to a large
number of people within a short space of a time.
If it spread to a number of countries, it is called a
pandemic. Epidemics have been recorded in hu-
man history for as far back as 1200 BC in Babylon.
The UN uses this day to focus attention on the
importance of public health preparedness and co-
ordination and for the One Health approach —the
‘integration of human health, animal health and
plant health, as well as environmental and other
relevant sectors.”



