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Excellent medical care
must be available

to all

N By PRESIDENT CYRIL RAMAPHOSA

AST week, surgeons at
Mankweng Hospital in Lim-
popo completed a remark-
ble operation. A team of
doctors, nurses and other health
workers successfully separated
conjoined twins in a complex op-
eration that demanded extraordi-
nary skill and precision. We owe
the medical teams that performed
the operation, that helped deliver
the twins and that are now caring
for them our deepest admiration
and gratitude.

This achievement is more than a
medical milestone. It is proof of
what our public health system is
capable of. It is a reminder that
South Africa possesses world-
class medical expertise, not only
in the private hospitals in our
cities, but also in public facilities
serving communities that have

historically been neglected and
underserved.

It is also the visible outcome of
sustained national investment in
cultivating medical excellence.
This includes heavily subsi-
dising the country’s medical
schools, providing study bursa-
ries for needy medical students,
and providing on the job training
through the Internship and Com-
munity Services Programme.

And yet, for every story of excel-
lence like Mankweng, we know
there are too many South Af-
ricans who cannot access the
quality healthcare they need and
deserve. Our Constitution guar-
antees every person the right of
access to healthcare services.
That right cannot depend on
where you were born, how much

you earn or where you live. A
child in rural Limpopo has the
same right to quality healthcare
as a child in the suburbs of Jo-
hannesburg or Cape Town.

Closing the gap between the
constitutional promise of health-
care and the daily lived reality is
precisely what motivates the Na-
tional Health Insurance (NHI).

The NHI is more than a funding
mechanism. It is a commitment,
grounded in our constitutional
values, that every South African
will have access to quality health
services without suffering finan-
cial hardship. It is the instrument
through which we will ensure
that the skills and dedication on
display at Mankweng are avail-
able to all our people, regardless
of their ability to pay.
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To realise this vision we need
genuine and sustained partner-
ships between the public and
private health sectors, as well as
academic institutions, medical
professionals, pharmaceutical
companies, non-governmental
organisations and communities.

South Africa has a well-equipped
and well-funded private health-
care sector, with some of the
finest hospitals, specialists and
medical technology on the con-
tinent. Yet only around 16% of
South Africans have access to
these facilities. By contrast, the
majority of the population, some
84%, uses public health facil-
ities. On average, the amount
of money spent each year on a
person who uses private health
care is around five times what is
spent on someone in the public
sector.

These two parts of our health
care system cannot continue to
operate in parallel, as if serving
two separate nations. They must
work together in service of one
nation.

There are few people in South
Africa who can disagree with this
view, and there are a great many
role-players who are eager for
They

collaboration. recognise
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that there is both a great need
and much opportunity to build
stronger partnerships in health
care.

We should be doing more to
share skills and knowledge
across the public-private divide,
as happens when private spe-
cialists contribute time to pub-
lic hospitals. It means investing
in the training and retention of
healthcare workers so that pub-
lic facilities do not continue to
lose their best people to private
employers or to opportunities
abroad.

As we prepare to implement
the NHI, we are already mak-
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ing significant investments to

strengthen our public health
infrastructure. We are building
and refurbishing clinics and hos-
pitals, expanding our community
health worker programme, work-
ing to ensure the availability of
essential medicines, introducing
digital systems and improving
the management of facilities.

At the heart of all of this are the
women and men who dedicate
their lives to healing others. The
surgeons at Mankweng did not
separate the conjoined twins
for recognition or reward, but
because they understood their
responsibility as health pro-
fessionals. We owe it to every
healthcare worker to give them
the support, tools and working
conditions they need to do their
vital work.

The great achievement at Mank-
weng Hospital has shown us
what is possible. It has also re-
minded us of what is necessary:
a health system that serves
every South African with excel-
lence, compassion and dedi-
cation. Equal access to quality
health care must be the stan-
dard we set and the constitution-
al promise that we keep. m



3 ANC Today

EDITORIAL

STATEMENT OF THE
PEOPLES MARCH IN DEFENSE OF

SOUTH AFRICAN SOVEREIGNITY,
SOLIDARITY AND DEMOCRATIC GAINS

21 March 2026. Constitution Hill, Johannesburg

the People,

South Africans

from all walks

of life, young =

and old, black and white, [

ational duty to fully realise
the ideals of freedom and a
better life espoused in the
Freedom Charter and the
Constitution of our Repub-

men and women gathered
today — in Johannesburg
and Ethekwini, in BuHalo
City and Cape Town —in de-
fense of our country’s hard-
worn freedom, national
sovereignty and inalienable
right to self-determination.

We gather at Constitution Hill, the place where free-
dom fighters were incarcerated for their commit-
ment to the liberty of all, and the seat of our Consti-
tutional Court.

We live in a constitutional democracy because of
the sacrifices of many generations. They fought
countless wars of resistance against colonial dis-
possession, and a national liberation struggle for
centuries, until we won our liberty.

As we gather here on Human Rights Day, in de-
fense of our sovereignity and democratic gains, we
remember the blood, sweat and tears of those mas-
sacred on this day in Sharpeville and Uitenhage.

We remember the countless generations of South
Africans and patriots who laid down their lives so
that our country can be free.

As the current generations of patriots — men and
women, young and old, regardless of the race and
class — we have a historic responsibility and gener-

lic.

We have a duty to build a
South Africa where all citi-
zens live in dignity, peace
and harmony as equals.

We have a duty to redress
and correct the centuries of
historical injustices that millions of our people have
suffered and to heal all the divisions of the past.

Fellow Citizens,

And yet, the world is experiencing rising geopolitical
conflicts and wars of aggression that pose an exis-
tential threat to humanity as a whole.

These are in addition to the reality of climate change
that already threatens the future of our planet.

Countries are targeted, their leadership eliminated
or removed and punished for adopting independent
domestic and foreign policies in the interest of their
own national development and the use of their nat-
ural resources.

As we march, we are mindful that our rise in de-
fense of our nation takes place, when many men
and women, including children across the world —
in Palestine and Western Sahara, the Sudan and
Cuba, Venezuela and Iran, Ukraine and Russia —
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face the brutality of war, genocide, illegal blockage,
attacks on their sovereignty and liberty, causing
immense suffering to ordinary citizens of these na-
tions.

We have returned to an era — like the centuries of
slavery, colonialism and apartheid — without inter-
national law and where might is right.

The United Nations and the system of internation-
al law and collective security, developed after two
devastating world wars, is undermined by those
who want to cling to a world of unilateral and unipo-
lar dominance.

We reject the profoundly undemocratic idea that a
few countries with more economic, technological
and military might have the right to bully the rest of
the world.

We, the people of the Global South, know fully well
that our people, our economies and our natural re-
sources were exploited to build the economies and
sustain the standard of living, overconsumption and
economic development of the Global North.

South Africa’s national sovereignty is under pres-
sure. Lies are repeated and blatant falsehoods
spread to smear countries in the crosshairs for for-
eign intervention and regime change, to justify acts
of aggression and undue pressures.

These lies include falsehoods such as “the white
genocide” in South Africa. The underlying goal of
foreign intervention is to have unfettered control
over the natural resources of targeted countries.

Sovereign equality and self-determination were al-
ways an integral to the objectives of anti-colonial
and national liberation movement in Africa, Asia,
Latin America and the Middle East.

Independence has always meant, among others, that
a liberated country has the sole and sovereign right to
decide its future and its relationship with the world and
that no country has the right to bully others.

Fellow Citizens
This Peoples March is a call to action to all our cit-
izens — in their trade unions and political parties,
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faith-based and disability formations, youth, wom-
en, civic, business, LGBTQI+, student, cultural, and
professional organisations — to defend South Afri-
ca’s hard-won freedom, sovereignity and democra-

cy.

Our enduring national sovereignty and socioeco-
nomic success can only arise from the combined
actions of an effective state and active citizenry.

The democratic state needs to ensure our national
sovereignty is premised on restoring the dignity, safe-
ty and capabilities of every citizen of our republic.

Sovereignty becomes strong when it is in the hands
of people, empowered to share in the wealth of the
country. Everything must be done to demonstrate
that the resources of the country are for the collec-
tive benefit of the people as a whole.

Sovereignty becomes resilient when it is rooted in
the dignity and national pride among all South Afri-
can citizens. We must continue to build a country
in which no one is left behind; no one goes to bed
hungry; no child is left without education and no
youth without economic opportunities; no citizen is
left without access to health.

Our national sovereignty is stronger when it is root-
ed in Pan-African unity and international solidarity.
This is precisely because we don’t believe in the
vulgar idea of “survival of the fittest” as the highest
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ethical ideal. As Africans we believe in the African
humanist philosophy of Ubuntu (I am because you
are!) as opposed to crass individualism.

We call on the workers and their trade unions to ad-
vance and defend a national sovereignty that pro-
motes local industrialisation, control of our mineral
resources, employment equity and jobs.

We call on women and their organisations to or-
ganize in defense of the many rights women of
South Africa enjoy today. These gains can easily
be reversed if the policy direction of our country is
changed through foreign interference.

We call on progressive professionals and business
to mobilise in support of the transformative laws
of our country for an inclusive, growing economy
and empowerment to redress the imbalances of the
past. These laws are under threat if we allow for-
eign interference in the affairs of our country.

We call on the youth and the students — like the
generation of 1976 and others — to organize and
mobilise. Without national sovereignty, the nation-
al wealth and natural endowments of our country
will be expropriated by the bullies and aggressors.
Transformation will be halted and reversed.

The future belongs to children and youth, Defend it
today.

National sovereignty is not a slogan. It
is about dignity. It is about self- respect. It
is about a people deciding their own fu-
ture. It is about peace and friendship with
all, in a spirit of respect of sovereign choic-
es and commitments.

Every generation must protect this right.
Our forebears fought for political freedom
and peace.

Our responsibility today is to protect the
economic, political, and democratic inde-
pendence of our country.

We Shall Not Be Bullied!!
Solidarity Forever!!
Our Sovereignty is Sacrosanct!!

Let there be Peace and Friendship!! m
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The ANC Dismisses AfriForum’s
Desperate Attacks and Defends

South Africa’s Sovereignty

B By MAHLENGI BHENGU, ANC NATIONAL SPOKESPERSON

HE African National Con-

gress rejects with the

contempt it deserves the

so-called “Mbalula Dos-
sier” released by AfriForum. This
document is not a pursuit of jus-
tice, but a politically motivated
smear campaign to isolate the
Secretary-General by a reaction-
ary organisation that has long
positioned itself as an enemy of
transformation, non-racialism
and the democratic will of the
South African people.

AfriForum has once again ex-

posed its true character as an im-
perialist aligned pressure group
that routinely seeks intervention
from foreign powers against a
democratic sovereign nation and
its citizens. Its call for the United
States to impose punitive mea-
sures against a South African,
who is a leader of the democrat-
ically elected governing party is
not only reckless, but an affront
and direct attack on our sover-
eignty. This is the conduct of an
organisation that has abandoned
any pretence of patriotism and
has chosen instead to act as a

proxy for external interests that
are hostile to South Africa’s trans-
formation agenda.

It is no coincidence that this des-
perate offensive follows the re-
sounding success of the People’s
March in defence of sovereignty
and democratic gains held on
Human Rights Day. That mobili-
sation of the masses has shaken
AfriForum and its backers and
demonstrated that when the peo-
ple rise to defend their rights and
freedoms, counterrevolutionary
forces always panic. B
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This so-called dossier is a re-
sponse to that panic, a clumsy
attempt to shift the narrative and
discredit the leadership of the
ANC and its Secretary-General.

AfriForum’s posture is consistent
with its long-standing record as
an apartheid apologist organ. It
has defended racist narratives,
undermined land reform, op-
posed Broad-Based Black Eco-
nomic Empowerment, and re-
sisted every meaningful effort to
dismantle the structural legacy
of apartheid and colonialism in
South Africa.

It has exported falsehoods about
South Africa to international
platforms and amplified divisive
propaganda designed to portray
transformation as persecution of
one race by another despite the
contrary views of life in South Af-
rica. Today’s actions are part of
the same agenda to delegitimise
the democratic state, leaders of
the liberation movement and all
progressive forces and preserve
historical privilege.

The ANC will not be intimidat-
ed by organisations that seek to
weaponise foreign policy instru-
ments such as the Magnitsky
Act to settle domestic political
scores. The ANC and its leaders
like President Nelson Mandela
were labelled terrorists during
apartheid for the same char-
acterisation of imperialists and
oppressors, and alignments the
movement has today, and only
in 2008 were they removed from
the list by President Bush.

South Africa is a constitutional
democracy with functioning insti-
tutions. Matters of law enforce-
ment are handled within our legal
framework, not outsourced to for-
eign governments at the behest
of lobby groups with a clear ideo-

logical and separatist agendas.

The ANC reaffirms its full confi-
dence in the Secretary General
and the leadership of the move-
ment. The ANC remains focused
on the real tasks at hand, which
is defending national sovereign-
ty, advancing economic transfor-
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mation, and improving the mate-
rial conditions of our people. No
amount of noise from counter-
revolutionary forces will distract
us from this historic mission. The
people of South Africa will not be
misled and they have defeated
greater forces than the backhand
agendas at play.

ANC CALLS ON THE CITIZEN TO
WITHDRAW MISLEADING ARTICLE
AND ISSUE IMMEDIATE APOLOGY

HE African National Con-
gress has noted with se-
rious concern the article
published today, 25th of
March 2026 by The Citizen ti-
tled “Court blocks Eastern Cape
ANC conference amid internal
disputes”, which presents a fab-
ricated and misleading account
of ongoing legal proceedings
relating to the Eastern Cape
Provincial Conference.

While the publication creates
the false impression of a final
determination on the matter, the
reality is that the court process
remains sub judice, with judge-
ment reserved and proceed-
ings continuing. Any suggestion
of a conclusive outcome is both
premature and irresponsible.

The ANC views this reporting
as a reckless departure from
the basic principles of ethical
journalism, including accuracy,
context, and fairness as pre-
scribed by the Press Code. By
presenting a misleading narra-
tive, The Citizen has not only
misinformed the public but has
also sought to create unneces-
sary confusion around the inter-

TheC itizen

NEWS YOU CANNOT TRUST

nal democratic processes of the
organisation.

The ANC therefore calls on The
Citizen to immediately withdraw
the article in its current form; is-
sue a full and unreserved public
apology; and correct the record
to reflect that the matter re-
mains before the court and that
no final ruling has been made.
The ANC is seriously contem-
plating necessary action to en-
sure that this newspaper is held
accountable.

The ANC remains confident in
its organisational processes
and will continue to engage the
matter through the appropriate
legal channels. We urge media
institutions to act responsibly
and uphold the highest stan-
dards of journalism, particularly
in matters that are still before
the courts. ®
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ANC EXTENDS GONDOLENCGES ON THE
PASSING OF ANTI-APARTHEID ACTIVIST

HE African National Con-

gress mourns the passing

of veteran anti-apartheid

activist, journalist, and ed-
ucator, Terry Bell, who passed
away at the age of 84. We ex-
tend our heartfelt condolences to
his family, friends, and comrades
across South Africa and the inter-
national progressive movement.
His passing marks the loss of a
principled voice whose life was
dedicated to the pursuit of jus-
tice, equality, and human dignity.

Terry Bell belonged to a genera-
tion of activists who understood
that the struggle against apart-
heid required courage, sacrifice,
and international solidarity. From
his early years as a journalist
helping to establish the non- ra-
cial South African Journalists’
Union, to his underground work
on the publication Combat, and
his detention under apartheid
laws, Bell consistently placed
himself on the frontlines of resis-
tance. His years in exile, includ-
ing his work in Zambia, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, and New Zealand,
as well as his contribution to the
development of education at SO-
MAFCO in Tanzania, reflect a life
committed not only to opposing
injustice but to building the foun-
dations of a democratic future.

Throughout his life, Terry Bell
remained an independent and
critical thinker, guided by a deep
commitment to workers, the mar-
ginalised, and the oppressed.

TERRY BELL

Even where his political path di-
verged, his contribution to the
broader liberation struggle and to
public discourse in a democratic
South Africa remained significant.

His work as a journalist and com-
mentator continued to challenge
inequality, amplify the voices of
working people, and promote
progressive internationalism.

The ANC recognises and hon-

ours Terry Bell’s role in the global
anti-apartheid movement and his
lifelong dedication to justice.

His legacy reminds us that the
struggle for a more equal and hu-
mane society did not end in 1994,
but continues in new forms.

May his life inspire future gener-
ations to remain steadfast in the
pursuit of freedom, solidarity, and
social justice. ®

ANC MOURNS

“STERRY BELL

9 DECEMBER 1942 - 25 MARCH 2026

The ANC meurns the passing of Terry Bell, a veteran

anti-apartheid activist, journalist and educator whe

dedicated his life to justice, aquality and workers’

struggles. A principled and fearless voice, he

served the liberation cause in axile and at

heme, advancing progressive thought and

international selidarity.

We sxtend heartfelt condolences te his family

and comrades.

May his soul rest in peace,
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Reflections by the 1st Deputy Secretary General of the ANC,
NOMVULA MOKONYANE, on the Occasion of the Day of Reflection on
Liberation Heritage Commemorating the Battle of Cuito Cuanavale,
at Freedom Park, Pretoria, 23 March 2026

INTRODUCTION

| bring you revolutionary greet-
ings on behalf of the African Na-
tional Congress.

We gather here today in the pres-
ence of a history too profound to
be handled casually. We gath-
er before a chapter that did not
merely record a battle but altered
the political destiny of Southern
Africa. Cuito Cuanavale was not
simply a military confrontation.
It was a declaration. It was the
moment when the arrogance of
apartheid power collided with
the organised courage of the
oppressed. It was the moment
when history stopped speaking
in whispers and began to answer
in the thunder of liberation.

There are events that pass into
the past and remain there. Cuito
Cuanavale is not one of them. Its
meaning is still alive. Its lesson
is still alive. Its debt is still alive.
Even today, the soil of Angola still
carries the memory of war. The
earth itself still bears the residue
of aggression. That alone should
teach us that domination never
ends neatly, and that the wounds
of war outlive the speeches of
those who started it. That is why
we approach this occasion not as
a routine commemoration, but as
a sacred political duty.

We stand here because Angolan
blood was shed there. Cuban
blood was shed there. Namib-
ian blood was shed there. South

African blood was shed there.
The wider bloodline of Southern
African liberation runs through
that ground. And when a people
forget the ground on which their
freedom was defended, they be-
gin to forget themselves.

THE MEANING OF CUITO
CUANAVALE

Let us be clear. Cuito Cuanav-
ale mattered because it changed
the balance of forces. Not emo-
tionally alone. Not symbolical-
ly alone. Materially. Politically.
Strategically. The road to Cuito
ran through the Lomba, through
Mavinga, through Jamba, and
through a wider architecture of
destabilisation designed to keep
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Angola weak, Namibia occupied
and South Africa trapped un-
der apartheid rule. The enemy
believed that military superiority
would guarantee political con-
trol, that superior weapons would
preserve regional domination,
and that fear would remain the
organising principle of South-
ern Africa. At Cuito Cuanavale
they encountered another reali-
ty. They encountered organised
peoples. They encountered dis-
ciplined liberation movements.
They encountered international-
ist solidarity. They encountered a
region that had decided it would
not kneel forever.

That is why President Oliver Reg-
inald Tambo understood Cuito
Cuanavale as he did. That is
why President Nelson Rolihlahla
Mandela called it a turning point
in the struggle to free Southern
Africa and our own country from
apartheid. That is why President
Fidel Castro located it among the
decisive chapters of Africa’s mod-
ern history. They understood that
this was not merely about troop
movement or battlefield position-
ing. It was about what became
politically irreversible afterwards.
Cuito Cuanavale announced that
Pretoria could no longer stride
across the region with the same
impunity. It announced that Na-
mibia’s independence could no
longer be indefinitely delayed. It
announced that South Africa’s
liberation struggle had entered a
new strategic hour. It announced
that the old order had begun to
lose its power to define the future
on its own terms.

It also teaches us something of
enduring value about how pow-
er operates. Domination is never
sustained by weapons alone. It
is sustained by myth. By narra-
tive. By the cultivation of fear. By
the manufacturing of inevitabil-

ity. Apartheid power did not rely
only on guns and armour. It relied
on the belief that it could not be
beaten. Cuito Cuanavale shat-
tered that illusion. It broke not
only military momentum, but psy-
chological momentum. It told the
oppressed that the mighty can
be forced backwards. It told the
oppressor that history does not
belong permanently to those who
command the skies, the borders
or the propaganda of the age.
That is why Cuito Cuanavale
remains larger than itself. It is a
lesson in how arrogance begins
to collapse when justice acquires
organisation, courage and strate-
gic clarity.

ANGOLA, PRESIDENT
AGOSTINHO NETO

AND FAPLA

For the ANC, Angola is not a for-
eign chapter in someone else’s
story. Angola is part of the blood-
stream of our own liberation. An-
gola gave our movement space
to breathe, regroup, train and
prepare at a time when apartheid
wanted to suffocate every pos-
sibility of resistance. Under the
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leadership of President Agostin-
ho Neto and the MPLA, Angola
did not merely defend its own
sovereignty. Angola defended
the regional possibility of free-
dom itself.

And when we salute Angola, we
must salute with historical seri-
ousness. We salute President
Agostinho Neto, that poet of
revolution, that architect of na-
tional dignity, that son of Africa
who understood that the free-
dom of Angola was inseparable
from the freedom of the region.
We salute FAPLA, the People’s
Armed Forces for the Liberation
of Angola, whose courage on the
battlefield helped alter the desti-
ny of Southern Africa. FAPLA did
not fight for Angola alone. FAP-
LA stood on a front line where
Angola’s sovereignty, Namibia’s
independence and South Africa’s
liberation converged.

And because names matter,
because history must never be-
come faceless, let us honour An-
gola through President Agostinho
Neto, Hoji ya Henda, Deolinda
Rodrigues, and the known and
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unknown Angolan revolution-
aries who accepted death so that
nations might live. Their blood
did not disappear into the dust
of war. Their blood entered the
bloodstream of freedom.

South Africans did not become
free alone. We did not walk to
freedom on a road built only by
our own feet. Angolan revolution-
aries helped carry us. Angolan
mothers buried sons for a free-
dom that would not stop at Ango-
la’s borders. Angolan villages en-
dured the cruelty of aggression
because the enemies of libera-
tion knew that to weaken Angola
was to wound the future of the
whole region. That is why Angola
deserves not only remembrance,
but reverence.

NAMIBIA, PRESIDENT
SAM NUJOMA AND PLAN
The same must be said of Na-
mibia. Namibia’s freedom was
not handed over by a suddenly
softened oppressor. It was won.

It was won through endurance,
sacrifice, organisation and rev-
olutionary discipline. President
Sam Nujoma stands among the
giants of African liberation be-

cause he understood that the
struggle of Namibia could never
be separated from the struggles
of Angola, South Africa and the
wider region. He did not merely
lead a nation to independence.
He helped enlarge the moral
horizon of Southern Africa.

We must therefore salute SWA-
PO and its military wing, PLAN
(People’s Liberation Army of Na-
mibia). PLAN turned exile into
organisation, hardship into dis-
cipline and hope into armed de-
termination. It helped ensure that
Namibia’s demand for indepen-
dence could not be buried be-
neath occupation. It carried the
military edge of a people who had
decided that colonial domination
would not become permanent.

And because heroes and hero-
ines must be called into the air of
memory, let us honour Namibia
through President Sam Nujoma,
Tobias Hainyeko, Peter Nanyem-
ba, Dimo Hamaambo, and the
revolutionaries of SWAPO and
PLAN who marched, fought and
endured until freedom became ir-
reversible. Their victory enlarged
the dignity of the whole region.
Their courage strengthened all of
us.

ANNIVERSARY

So, to Namibia we say this with
sincerity and affection. Your free-
dom lives inside our freedom.
Your revolutionaries did not strug-
gle in isolation. They struggled
for a Southern Africa in which no
people would remain forever un-
der the boot of occupation and
racial arrogance.

CUBA, ITS REVOLUTION-
ARIES AND THE BEAUTY
OF INTERNATIONALISM
And then there is Cuba. There
are some debts in history that
cannot be measured in diplomat-
ic phrases. Cuba’s contribution to
the liberation of Southern Africa is
one of them. Cuba did not come
to Africa to conquer. Cuba did not
come to Africa to extract. Cuba
did not come to Africa in search
of wealth. Cuba came because it
understood internationalism not
as decoration, but as duty. Pres-
ident Fidel Castro understood
that the cry of the oppressed in
Angola was also a summons to
the conscience of revolutionary
humanity.

That is why Cuba sent not only
words, but people. Not only sym-
pathy, but sacrifice. Not only
statements, but revolutionaries.
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What a magnificent thing that
was in the moral history of our
world. That a small island under
blockade would cross oceans to
help alter the destiny of a conti-
nent. That Cuban revolutionaries
would give their lives not for ter-
ritory, not for tribute, not for min-
erals, but for dignity. There is
beauty in that. There is greatness
in that. There is an ethical splen-
dour in that which the world must
never be allowed to forget.

And because names matter, let
us salute President Fidel Cas-
tro, Ernesto Che Guevara, Celia
Sanchez, Vilma Espin, Melba
Hernandez, and the Cuban rev-
olutionaries of Operation Carlo-
ta who translated principle into
sacrifice. Let us salute, too, the
2,070 Cuban internationalists
whose names are inscribed here
at Freedom Park. Those names
are not there to decorate stone.
They are there to discipline mem-
ory. They are there to remind us
that solidarity is not poetry. Soli-
darity is sacrifice.

We also salute the Venceremos
Brigade, one of the enduring
symbols of organised internation-
al solidarity with the Cuban Rev-
olution.

Cuba gave the oppressor some-
thing he could neither understand
nor easily defeat, people willing
to die for the freedom of others.
That is why Cuba occupies a sa-
cred place in the political memo-
ry of the ANC and of Africa. And
because history is not dead, let
us also say this with moral clarity:
Cuba needs solidarity now, not in
the sentimental language of yes-
terday, but in the organised polit-
ical language of the present. The
pressure continues. The punish-
ment continues. The attempt to
bend a sovereign people through
hardship continues. Our gratitude

must therefore become action,
voice and living solidarity.

RUSSIA, SOVIET INTER-
NATIONALISM AND
HISTORICAL HONESTY

To our Russian comrades, we
extend a greeting shaped by
historical honesty. Liberation
movements cannot survive on
selective memory. We know who
stood with the oppressed when
it was costly to do so. We know
who trained, armed and politi-
cally supported the anti-colonial
cause in Southern Africa. We
know that Soviet internationalism
formed part of the broader camp
of liberation that helped shift the
regional balance against apart-
heid power.

So let us say it plainly. The ANC
does not erase history to suit
the fashions of the present. We
remember the anti-fascist inher-
itance of the Soviet people. We
remember the political, material
and strategic solidarity that helped
strengthen liberation movements
across the region. We remember,
too, the Soviet and Russian he-
roes and heroines whose names
are honoured here at Freedom
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Park, and whose sacrifices form
part of the wider story of South-
ern Africa’s freedom.

History becomes smaller when
people become afraid of the
truth. We will not make our histo-
ry smaller. We know our friends.
We know our allies. We know
the architecture of solidarity that
helped bend the future toward
freedom. And because we know
it, we honour it without apology.

THE ANC VIEW OF
VICTORY, RECONCILIATION
AND TRUTH

Comrades, our youth must nev-
er be fooled into believing that
the oppressor suddenly became
kind and offered us freedom. No.
Freedom was not donated. Lib-
eration was not gifted. We de-
feated them. Let that truth stand
in full dignity. We defeated them
through struggle, through sac-
rifice, through mass mobilisa-
tion, through underground work,
through Umkhonto we Sizwe,
through international solidarity,
and through the courage of ordi-
nary people. Angola helped de-
feat them. Cuba helped defeat
them. Namibia helped defeat
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them. The ANC and the dem-
ocratic masses of South Africa
helped defeat them.

That truth matters because a
people that does not understand
how it became free can easily
be manipulated into dishonour-
ing its own inheritance. A gener-
ation that is taught that freedom
arrived through the kindness of
the oppressor will never fully un-
derstand what it means to defend
freedom when it is under pres-
sure. Our youth must know that
liberation has authors, and those
authors were revolutionaries.

And yet the greatness of our
movement lies in this, that when
victory came within reach, we
chose reconciliation. We chose
reconciliation not because we
were naive, not because we were
weak, and not because we had
forgotten. We chose reconcilia-
tion because ours was a move-
ment of moral depth. We un-
derstood that beyond liberating
ourselves, we also had to liberate
the oppressor from themselves,
from the poison of racism, from
the prison of domination, from
the spiritual corruption of believ-
ing that another human being ex-
ists to be ruled and diminished.

Reconciliation was not the lan-
guage of the defeated. It was the
discipline of the victorious. It was
the confidence of a movement
that knew it had defeated apart-
heid without surrendering its own
humanity. We defeated apart-
heid, but we refused to inherit its
soul. That is the grandeur of the
ANC. That is the stature of our
liberation ethic.

But let nobody misunderstand
reconciliation. It does not mean
silence in the face of pressure. It
does not mean historical amne-
sia. It does not mean a free peo-

ple must lower their head before
new forms of coercion. We do not
seek conflict. We do not worship
war. We know too much about the
price of blood to romanticise suf-
fering. But precisely because we
know our history, we know what
must never again be negotiated
away, our dignity, our sovereign-
ty, our memory and our voice.

THE ROLL CALL OF
REVOLUTIONARIES

At a moment such as this, histo-
ry demands names. It demands
that we speak our debt aloud.
So let us bow our heads before
President Agostinho Neto, Hoji
ya Henda and Deolinda Ro-
drigues of Angola. Let us bow
our heads before President Sam
Nujoma, Tobias Hainyeko, Peter
Nanyemba and Dimo Hamaam-
bo of Namibia and PLAN. Let us
bow our heads before President
Fidel Castro, Ernesto Che Gue-
vara, Celia Sanchez, Vilma Es-
pin, Melba Hernandez and the
2,070 Cuban internationalists
whose names are inscribed here
at Freedom Park. Let us bow
our heads before the Soviet and
Russian heroes and heroines
honoured in this same sacred
place. And let us bow our heads
before President Oliver Reginald
Tambo, President Nelson Roli-
hlahla Mandela, Chris Hani, Joe
Modise, Albertina Sisulu, Winnie
Madikizela-Mandela, Dorothy
Nyembe, Adelaide Tambo, and
the known and unknown cad-
res of Umkhonto we Sizwe who
poured their lives into the free-
dom of our people.

These names are not ornaments
of speech. They are pillars of our
moral world. They remind us that
history is not carried forward by
abstractions alone, but by wom-
en and men who accepted lone-
liness, exile, prison, danger and

&
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death so that future generations
might stand upright. If we speak
their names properly, we will not
become smaller. We will become
worthy.

ALUTA CONTINUA

This then is the lesson for our
generation. The struggle did not
end. It changed form. Yesterday
the bully came with columns,
occupation forces, proxy armies
and artillery. Today the bully of-
ten comes with sanctions, em-
bargoes, financial suffocation,
disinformation, diplomatic intimi-
dation, economic blackmail, tech-
nological gatekeeping and the
punishment of sovereign choices.
Yesterday they mined the ground.
Today they seek to mine sover-
eignty itself. Yesterday they want-
ed territorial domination. Today
they want strategic obedience.
The methods evolve. The appe-
tite for domination does not.

We are living in a moment in which
old imperial habits have learned
new language. Power now hides
behind the vocabulary of order,
stability, humanitarian concern and
democratic guardianship, while
pursuing the same old objectives
of control, extraction, intimidation
and regime manipulation. The
instruments have become more
sophisticated. Pressure is now ex-
erted not only through armies, but
through financial systems, energy
vulnerability, information warfare,
cyber influence, selective outrage,
legal asymmetry and the coordi-
nated manufacture of consent. In
our time, narrative has become a
weapon. Perception has become
a battlefield. Media has be-
come a theatre of ideological
struggle.

Technology, finance and diploma-
cy are increasingly being used not
merely to communicate power,
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but to discipline those who refuse
to bow before it.

That is why a serious reading of
the present must move beyond
surface events and see the pat-
tern. From the continued suffo-
cation of Cuba, to the devasta-
tion of Gaza, to the destruction
of Sudan through externalised
interests and proxy calculations,
to the punishment of states that
refuse to surrender their inde-
pendent voice, we are witnessing
not isolated crises, but a broader
contest over who gets to be fully
human, who gets to be fully sov-
ereign, and who gets to define the
moral grammar of the world. The
struggle of our age is no longer
only about who holds territory. It
is also about who controls mean-
ing, who controls legitimacy, who
controls memory, and who con-
trols the political imagination of
the oppressed.

And that is why Cuito Cuanav-
ale still speaks with such force.
It reminds us that no domination
is permanent. It reminds us that
the weak are not weak when they
are united, politically clear and
historically grounded. It reminds
us that the balance of forces can
shift. It reminds us that solidarity
is not a sentimental reflex, but a
strategic necessity. It reminds us
that the oppressed must learn to
read the world not through the
language of empire, but through
the lived experience of struggle.
Above all, it reminds us that what
appears invincible in one era can
become vulnerable in the next
when confronted by courage, dis-
cipline and organised principle.

This is why the ANC must contin-
ue to speak with moral clarity in
a world that increasingly rewards
confusion. We must reject the lie
that neutrality in the face of domi-
nation is wisdom. We must reject

the pressure placed on African
nations to dilute their convictions
in order to appear respectable to
those who never respected our
humanity in the first place. We
must reject the idea that sover-
eignty is negotiable when great
powers are inconvenienced. We
must reject the manipulation of
public discourse that seeks to
criminalise resistance, sanitise
aggression and rebrand coercion
as diplomacy. That is not inter-
national order. That is hierarchy
dressed up as principle.

Let Angola hear us. The ANC re-
members. Let Namibia hear us.
The ANC honours your strug-
gle. Let Cuba hear us. The ANC
stands in living solidarity with
your dignity and endurance. Let
Russia hear us. The ANC does
not forget those who stood with
the oppressed. Let the youth of
South Africa hear us. Freedom
was won. It was not donated.
And let those who still imagine
that sovereign peoples can be
intimidated into silence hear us
clearly. We do not seek conflict.
We seek peace, friendship, jus-
tice and dignity among nations.
But no nation that knows the cost
of its freedom should ever be ex-
pected to bow before pressure,
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to apologise for its sovereignty, or
to trade its memory for comfort.

That is why we stand where his-
tory has always instructed us to
stand, on the side of dignity, on
the side of sovereignty, on the
side of liberation, and on the side
of peoples who refuse to be dis-
ciplined into submission.

Solidarity continues. And vic-
tory, as always, belongs not to
the arrogant, not to the aggres-
sor, not to the bully, but to the
steadfast, the disciplined and the
free. We come from a movement
shaped by the courage of Barnie
Molokoane, Ruth Mompati, Mar-
ion Sparg and Geraldine Fras-
er-Moleketi, and by countless
revolutionaries who carried this
struggle on their backs. They did
not sacrifice so that free people
could one day tremble before
pressure. They did not endure
so that a sovereign nation could
lower its head before arrogance.
This land was not won by fear,
and it will not be governed by
intimidation. WE WILL NOT BE
BULLIED.

Amandla.

Aluta continua. m
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Development and the fight for Africa’s Resources:

Why South Africa’s participation at the
OECD Global Anti-Corruption ano

Integrity Forum matters

B By MAROPENE RAMOKGOPA, ANC Second Deputy Secretary-General
& Minister in the Presidency for Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation

T a time when develop-

ing countries are under

immense fiscal pres-

ure, South Africa’s par-

ticipation in global governance

platforms is not a matter of cer-

emony — it is a matter of nation-

al interest, continental solidarity,
and developmental necessity.

It is in this spirit that | undertook
an important working visit to Par-
is, France, from 23 to 25 March
2026, representing South Africa
at the Organisation for Econom-
ic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) Global Anti-Corruption
and Integrity Forum, and a series

of high-level bilateral and multi-
lateral engagements.

This visit was significant not only
because it placed South Africa
at the centre of international de-
bates on anti-corruption, integrity,
and illicit financial flows, but be-
cause it affirmed a deeper truth:
the struggle for development in
the Global South is inseparable
from the struggle to defend pub-
lic resources, strengthen state
capacity, and reform the interna-
tional financial system.

Why this forum mattered
The 2026 OECD Global Anti-Cor-

ruption and Integrity Forum was
convened under the theme, The
Integrity Advantage: Powering
Competitiveness and Pros-
perity, and focused on a critical
global question: how can coun-
tries build economies that are not
only competitive, but also ethical,
transparent and developmentally
capable?

For South Africa, this question is
not abstract.

Our democratic state has had to
confront the deep consequences
of corruption, institutional weak-
ening, and state capture. At the
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same time, we are tasked with
financing a long-term programme
of national transformation — in-
cluding industrialisation, employ-
ment creation, social protection,
infrastructure development, and
the implementation of the Na-
tional Development Plan (NDP)
Vision 2030.

In this context, South Africa’s in-
tervention at the forum was both
principled and practical, em-
phasising that integrity is not a
side issue in development, but
it is central to the developmental
state.

South Africa’s message to
the world: corruption is a
development issue
Corruption and illicit financial
flows are not merely legal or tech-
nical issues — they are structural
barriers to development.

Every rand lost to tax abuse,
profit shifting, trade misinvoic-
ing, procurement fraud, money
laundering, or opaque financial
networks is a rand that cannot be
invested in schools, clinics, rail,
roads, industrial development, or
jobs.

| By

BARBADE

* AFRIQUE DU SUD

This is especially true for Afri-
can and developing economies,
where rising debt, volatile capital
flows, climate vulnerability, and
uneven access to concessional
finance already constrain fiscal
space.

In this regard, South Africa used
the Paris platform to make a
broader political and develop-
mental case: the fight against
corruption must be understood as
part of the fight for economic sov-
ereignty, domestic resource mo-
bilisation, and inclusive growth.

Thatis the correct position —and it
reflects the historic orientation of
the ANC as a movement commit-
ted not only to political freedom,
but to economic transformation
and accountable public power.

Placing illicit financial
flows firmly on the global
agenda

One of the most important di-
mensions of our engagements
at the Forum was South Africa’s
continued advocacy on the is-
sue of illicit financial flows (IFFs),
which has been of profound sig-
nificance to the African continent.

L '
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IFFs continue to drain billions of
dollars out of developing coun-
tries every year through channels
such as:

* Aggressive tax avoidance
and profit shifting;

* Trade mis-invoicing and cus-
toms fraud;

* The concealment of wealth in
offshore jurisdictions;

» Corruption and the laundering
of stolen assets;

* Abuse of shell companies and
opaque ownership structures;
and

 Emerging digital and cryp-
to-enabled financial channels.

South Africa’s intervention cor-
rectly situated this problem within
a broader global justice frame-
work: developing countries can-
not be expected to finance their
own development while the inter-
national financial system contin-
ues to permit large-scale leakag-
es of public wealth.

This is where the ANC'’s perspec-
tive remains vital: economic jus-
tice requires both domestic re-
form and international reform. It
is not enough to tell African coun-
tries to improve governance while
leaving the global structures that
facilitate secrecy, capital flight,
and regulatory arbitrage intact.

A continuation of South
Africa’s reform and
governance agenda

South Africa’s participation at the
OECD Global Anti-Corruption
and Integrity Forum also reflect-
ed South Africa’s domestic re-
form trajectory.

In recent years, South Africa has
undertaken significant efforts to
rebuild institutions, improve fi-
nancial oversight, strengthen
enforcement, and restore con-
fidence in the state’s integrity.
These efforts have included a re-
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newed focus on:

+ Strengthening revenue col-
lection and tax administration;

* Improving anti-money laun-
dering and counter-financing
of terrorism systems;

* Enhancing beneficial owner-
ship transparency;

* Reinforcing procurement
oversight and public sector
accountability;

* Improving cooperation be-
tween tax, customs, law en-
forcement, and financial intel-
ligence institutions; and

 Ensuring that governance
systems are capable of sup-
porting development rather
than undermining it.

These are not merely adminis-
trative matters. They are political
and developmental tasks.

A capable state cannot exist with-
out institutional integrity. A devel-
opmental state cannot function
if public resources are captured,
diverted, or leaked through weak
governance systems.

In this regard, South Africa has
demonstrated in these discus-
sions that it is not a passive ob-

server, but a country engaged in
serious state reform, institutional
rebuilding, and developmental
governance.

The ANC and the politics
of ethical governance

For the ANC, the significance of
this engagement also lies in the
ideological terrain it occupies.

The movement has long un-
derstood that the legitimacy of
democratic governance depends
on whether the state serves the
people, protects public resourc-
es, and advances social justice.

That means the struggle against
corruption must not be reduced
to slogans or selective outrage. It
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must be linked to a larger project

of state transformation — one that

combines:

» Ethical leadership;

* Developmental planning;

« Accountable institutions;

* Inclusive economic policy;
and

* Rebuilding public trust.

This is why the Ministry in the
Presidency for Planning, Moni-
toring and Evaluation plays such
a strategic role. Its function is
not only to coordinate plans and
assess implementation, but to
ensure that the state remains fo-
cused on delivery, accountability,
and measurable developmental
outcomes.

Our engagements in Paris, there-
fore, spoke directly to the ANC’s
long-standing commitment to
building a state that is both capa-
ble and ethical.

From Paris to Pretoria:
why this matters for
ordinary South Africans

It is easy for international fo-
rums to appear distant from the
daily realities of our people. But
the truth is that these issues are
deeply local.

When money leaves the econo-
my illicitly, communities feel it.

They feel it in underfunded mu-
nicipalities.
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They feel it in broken infrastruc-
ture.

They feel it in limited industrial
expansion.

They feel it in unemployment.

They feel it in reduced fiscal
space for social and economic
investment.

That is why South Africa’s mes-
sage in Paris was not simply
about compliance or reputation.
It was about protecting the mate-
rial basis of transformation.

The ANC understands that the
struggle for dignity, jobs, inclu-
sion, and equality cannot be sep-
arated from the struggle to en-
sure that the country’s resources
— and those of the continent — are
used for the people.

A broader Global South

message

South Africa’s participation at

the OECD Global Anti-Corrup-

tion and Integrity Forum also

held broader significance for the

Global South, at a moment when

many developing countries are

calling for:

« Fairer tax rules;

* More inclusive financial gov-
ernance;

« Stronger multilateralism;

* Greater transparency in
cross-border finance; and

* Adevelopment-oriented inter-
national system.

South Africa’s voice in Paris
helped to reinforce an increas-
ingly important political position:
The world cannot speak serious-
ly about sustainable develop-
ment while ignoring the systemic
extraction of wealth from devel-
oping economies.

This is the same logic that in-

forms South Africa’s positions in
the G20, the African Union, the
United Nations, and other muilti-
lateral platforms.

The challenge before the world
is not only to condemn corruption
rhetorically, but to confront the
institutional and financial struc-
tures that reproduce inequality
between nations.

Conclusion: Integrity must
serve transformation

South Africa’s engagements in
Paris were therefore more than
a diplomatic engagement. They
were a strategic intervention in
one of the defining policy and
political struggles of our time:
how developing countries defend
their resources, build capable in-
stitutions, and finance their own
transformation in an unequal
global system.
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For the ANC, the lesson is clear.

Integrity is not a technocratic is-
sue.

Anti-corruption is not a branding
exercise.

And governance is not an ab-
stract administrative concern.

These are central questions in
the struggle to build a democrat-
ic, developmental and inclusive
South Africa.

As the movement for national lib-
eration and social transformation,
the ANC will continue to support
efforts to strengthen the state,
defend public resources, deepen
accountability, and advance a de-
velopment path rooted in justice,
sovereignty, and the material im-
provement of our people’s lives.

THE MAIN FOCUS
THISYEAR IS TO
INCREASE EFFORTS
TO COMBAT ORGANISED
CRIME AND CRIMINAL
GANGS, USING

TECHNOLOGY,
INTELLIGENGCE AND
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Team Majodina Advances the People’s Right to
Dignity with 22 Water and Sanitation Projects
Handed Over in Matjabeng on World Water Day

N a powerful demonstration
of the ANC’s unwavering
commitment to restoring dig-
nity, advancing social justice,
and deepening service delivery
to the people, Minister of Water
and Sanitation, Comrade Pemmy
Majodina, on 22 March 2026 offi-
cially handed over 22 water and
sanitation infrastructure projects
in Matjhabeng Local Municipality.

This historic handover, which co-
incided with World Water Day,
National Water Month and Hu-
man Rights Month, stands as
a living expression of the dem-
ocratic state’s responsibility to
progressively realise the con-
stitutional rights of all South Af-
ricans, especially the poor and
working-class communities who
continue to bear the legacy of
apartheid spatial neglect and in-
frastructure underdevelopment.

The projects, implemented across
Welkom, Thabong, Odendaal-
srus, Virginia, Allanridge, Ven-
tersburg and Hennenman, mark a
decisive intervention by the ANC
to reverse years of infrastructure
decay, operational failure, van-
dalism and neglect that had left
communities exposed to unac-
ceptable sewer spillages and un-
reliable sanitation services.

Addressing community members
and leaders from all spheres of
government, Minister Majodina re-
affirmed that access to water and
dignified sanitation is not a privi-

lege, but a constitutional impera-
tive and a cornerstone of human
dignity, public health, environmen-
tal justice and gender equality.

“These projects are not merely
infrastructure assets. They are
instruments of social transfor-
mation. They restore dignity to
our people, protect public health,
uphold the rights of women and
children, and affirm the caring
character of a democratic state
that works for the people,” said
Minister Majodina.

Delivered through the Region-
al Bulk Infrastructure Grant in
partnership with the Vaal Cen-
tral Water Board, the interven-
tions included the refurbishment
of wastewater treatment works,
pump stations and sanitation

networks. This forms part of the
broader programme of the ANC-
led government to build a capa-
ble and developmental state that
is responsive to the needs of
communities and resolute in ad-
dressing historical backlogs.

Minister Majodina stressed that
the struggle for reliable and sus-
tainable services does not end
with project handovers. She
called for strengthened munici-
pal accountability, proper mainte-
nance, skilled technical operation
and active community partici-
pation in protecting public infra-
structure from vandalism, cable
theft and illegal dumping.

She further emphasised that im-
proved water and sanitation ser-
vices have far-reaching develop-
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mental benefits such as reducing
disease, supporting school atten-
dance, improving environmental
conditions and easing the dis-
proportionate burden carried by
women and children when sys-
tems collapse.

Concluding the event, Minister
Majodina reaffirmed govern-
ment’s determination to ensure
that no community is condemned
to live without dignity. “Where
water flows, dignity is restored.
Where sanitation works, equality
is advanced. Today’s handover is
a clear signal that the democratic
government remains hard at work
to build a better life for all and to
ensure that our people enjoy the
full fruits of freedom,” she said.

The handover of these 22 proj-
ects represents a significant mile-
stone in the ongoing work of the
ANC-led government to trans-
form lives, protect the constitu-
tional rights of the people, and
build resilient, people-centred in-
frastructure in pursuit of a more
equal, just and caring society. &

Report water leaks and burst pipes to your
municipality or contact the ANC Hotline on
the tollfree number:

0800 301 912.

F DG S SEmThdAS. W DR
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Water Security is the foundation of
South Africa’s sustainable future

N By DAVID MAHLOBO

S South Africa and the

broader African continent

engage more seriously

ith the future of sustain-

ability, one truth that must anchor

every discussion is that there can

be no credible sustainability agen-
da without water security.

Water is not a secondary issue
in the green transition nor a tech-
nical footnote to climate adap-
tation, industrial development
or social progress. Water is life,
water is dignity, water is devel-
opment, and water is resilience.
Without it, there can be no sus-
tainable cities, no food systems
worth defending, no meaningful
economic growth, and no just
transition worthy of the name.

That is why the sustainability de-
bate must move beyond broad

declarations and confront the
lived reality of millions of South
Africans.

For ordinary households, water
security is measured not by pol-
icy documents, but by whether
taps run, whether schools and
clinics function, whether waste-
water systems protect public
health, and whether communities
can trust the institutions meant to
serve them.

South Africa’s water challenges
are serious and must be named
honestly. We face ageing in-
frastructure, climate variability,
pollution of rivers and wetlands,
operational weaknesses in some
wastewater systems, rapid ur-
banisation, rising demand and
persistent inequality in access,
particularly in rural and historical-

ly marginalised communities.

Yet we must also be evi-
dence-based in our assessment.
South Africa is not running out
of water at a bulk resource lev-
el. Our dams and transfer sys-
tems remain largely secure. The
real challenge lies in how water
is managed, distributed, main-
tained and sustained within local
systems. In other words, the cri-
sis is not simply one of scarcity.
It is also one of governance, in-
frastructure performance and in-
stitutional capability. That is why
our water challenges, while se-
vere, are not beyond our ability
to solve. They are not a reason
for despair. They are a call to ur-
gency, discipline, innovation and
partnership.

No single institution can solve this
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challenge alone. No municipality,
no department, no company and
no country can carry this burdenin
isolation. Water security requires
what | would call a coalition of ca-
pability — a whole-of-government
and whole-of-society — approach
that aligns communities, munici-
palities, water boards, regulators,
researchers, financiers, business
and international partners.

At the local level, sustainable wa-
ter management begins where
people live. It begins in commu-
nities, schools, catchments and
municipalities. For too long, de-
velopment has too often been
done to communities rather
than with them. That model has
reached its limit.

Communities are not passive
beneficiaries. They are co-cre-
ators of resilience. When com-
munities are organised, informed
and included, they help protect
infrastructure, strengthen ac-
countability, support responsible
water use, defend ecosystems
and identify failures early. If we
want resilient systems, we must
build resilient relationships be-
tween the state and society.

At the national level, the chal-
lenge is one of coherence and
execution. South Africa has no
shortage of policy ambition. But
policy ambition without imple-
mentation discipline becomes
deferred disappointment. The
era of silo governance, fragment-
ed mandates, weak maintenance
cultures and infrastructure built
without operational sustainability
must come to an end.

We must confront non-revenue
water with far greater serious-
ness. Billions are lost every year
through leaks, illegal connections,
infrastructure failure and billing
inefficiencies. That is money that
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should be preserving assets, ex-
panding access and improving
reliability. Water security there-
fore requires not only new infra-
structure, but also maintenance,

refurbishment, professionalised
utilities, stronger procurement
systems and institutions that are
both financially sustainable and
publicly accountable.

The public does not judge gov-
ernment by the sophistication
of our plans. They judge us by
whether water flows, whether
systems work, and whether in-
stitutions can be trusted. That is
the correct standard. This is also
why the age of “trust me” sustain-
ability is over. In the 21st century,
water governance must be evi-
dence-led, performance-driven
and transparent.

At the same time, resilience re-
quires a more diversified water
future. Greater use of ground-
water, wastewater reuse and
integrated urban water systems
must become part of how we
reduce pressure on traditional
sources and prepare for climate
uncertainty. International coop-
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eration is equally indispensable.
Water does not respect borders.
Droughts do not need Vvisas.
Floods do not stop at customs
posts. Pollution upstream can
damage livelihoods far down-
stream. In this context, partner-
ships are not symbolic; they are
strategic.

South Africa’s collaboration with
countries such as the Kingdom
of the Netherlands and Japan
demonstrates what practical co-
operation can achieve. Through
initiatives such as the Blue Deal
Programme, we are seeing how
local government ownership, na-
tional institutional support and in-
ternational knowledge exchange
can work together to improve
wastewater treatment perfor-
mance, strengthen sanitation,
improve water quality in rivers
and dams, and expand the ef-
fective use of water for domestic,
agricultural, industrial and eco-
logical needs.

These partnerships are already
yielding practical lessons. From
the Crocodile River and Msun-
duzi catchment initiatives to the
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Vredefort Dome and Blesbok-
spruit rehabilitation efforts, the
message is clear: sustainability
is not only about environmental
repair. It is also about livelihoods,
local enterprise, inclusion and
building climate-resilient commu-
nities.

This is the sustainability Africa
needs, not sustainability as elite
compliance, and not sustainabili-
ty as public relations, but sustain-
ability as transformation, capabil-
ity and shared prosperity.

We must also remember that in-
frastructure alone does not se-
cure the future. Pipes matter.
Pumps matter. Dams matter.
Treatment works matter. But in-
stitutions matter just as much.
Without capable people, ethical
leadership, technical compe-
tence, maintenance discipline

and accountability, even good
infrastructure can fail. With them,

even difficult systems can be
turned around.

That is why investment in sKkills,
research, innovation and the next
generation of water professionals
is non-negotiable. The future of
the sector depends as much on
people and institutions as it does
on engineering.

South Africa must now move
from insight to action. We must
strengthen partnerships across
communities, municipalities,
business, academia and interna-
tional partners.

We must invest in maintenance,
refurbishment and modernisation
with greater urgency. We must
embrace science, data and in-
novation as central pillars of wa-
ter governance. We must scale
what works. And we must place
poor and vulnerable communities
at the centre of our sustainabili-
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ty agenda, because any model
of sustainability that leaves the
poor behind is fundamentally in-
complete.

Above all, we must restore trust.
Trust is built when water systems
work, when institutions respond,
and when government, business
and communities solve problems
together. The future will not re-
member how eloquently we de-
scribed the crisis. It will remem-
ber whether we solved it. It will
remember whether we repaired
what was broken, protected our
rivers, restored our wetlands,
strengthened our municipalities
and used partnership not as a
slogan, but as a method of trans-
formation. |

David Mahlobo is a member
of the ANC National Executive
Committee and Deputy Minister
of Water and Sanitation.
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~ve million jobs are not enough:
South Africa needs
an employment war plan

OUTH Africa does not have
a normal unemployment
problem. It has a national
emergency.

That is the first truth that must
frame this week’s debate at the
“On The Record” Summit in Cape
Town, where President Cyril Ra-
maphosa is expected to address
the jobs crisis. Any serious plat-
form that puts unemployment at
the centre of national discussion
is welcome. The country needs
that conversation. But let us be
frank from the outset: if the sum-
mit’s headline ambition is to cre-
ate five million jobs in ten years,
then it is starting from a target
that is politically attractive, math-
ematically inadequate, and stra-
tegically underpowered.

Five million jobs sounds big. It is
not big enough.

That is the uncomfortable but
necessary warning contained in
the argument advanced by Duma
Gqubule and Neil Coleman which
| support. Their intervention mat-
ters because it forces us to con-
front the arithmetic of our crisis,
not just the language of aspira-
tion. South Africa has become
too comfortable with slogans that
sound ambitious but do not sur-
vive contact with reality. We have
mastered the rhetoric of urgency
while avoiding the policy rupture

N By FAIEZ JACOBS

5 MILLION JOBS IN 10 YEARS
L e

that urgency requires.

The key point is simple. If South
Africa creates five million jobs
overten years, but the labour force
expands by roughly seven and a
half million over the same peri-
od, then the country is still mov-
ing backwards against the scale
of need. In plain language: we
would be creating fewer jobs than
the number of people entering or
seeking entry into the labour mar-
ket. That means unemployment
remains structurally entrenched.
It may shift at the margins, but it is
not decisively broken.

This is what too many economic
elites still fail to grasp. South Afri-
ca’s unemployment crisis is not a
public-relations problem. It is not

a communications problem. It is
not a problem that can be mas-
saged through selective indica-
tors, upbeat investor language,
or quarterly narratives that tell us
we are “turning the corner”. Itis a
structural failure of the economy
to absorb people into dignified,
productive work.

And it is getting normalised.

That is perhaps the greatest dan-
ger of all.

A society with millions of jobless
people, millions more discour-
aged from even looking for work,
and entire communities surviving
on fragile informal hustle, social
grants, family remittances and
debt, cannot behave as if this is
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merely one policy issue among
many. Unemployment sits be-
neath crime, violence, social
despair, fractured households,
declining trust in democracy and
the combustible anger of a gener-
ation that sees no credible route
into economic life.

This is why Duma’s statistics mat-
ter. They are not just economic
numbers. They are a warning
about the political future of the
Republic.

The argument can be simplified
for ordinary South Africans. If we
add around 500,000 jobs a year,
that sounds impressive. But if
around 750,000 people are en-
tering the labour market annually,
then every year we are still falling
behind. That is why a target of
five million jobs in ten years does
not fundamentally alter the cri-
sis. It is not that five million jobs
would mean nothing. It is that
they would mean too little relative
to the scale of exclusion.

Put differently: South Africa does
not only need more jobs. It needs
a far higher rate of labour absorp-
tion. It needs an economy delib-
erately designed to pull people
in, not one that grows in narrow
enclaves while leaving the major-
ity outside the gate.

This is where the real debate
must begin. For too long, our pol-
icy establishment has relied on a
shallow formula: fix electricity, im-
prove logistics, reduce red tape,
reassure investors, stabilise in-
flation, control debt, and growth
will eventually create jobs. Some
of this is necessary. None of it
is sufficient. A better functioning
supply side is important, but it
does not amount to an employ-
ment strategy. It does not answer
the central question: what kind of
growth, in which sectors, at what

labour intensity, under what state
direction, and with what social
floor for those excluded?

South Africa needs to stop treat-
ing unemployment as a side ef-
fect of growth policy and start
treating employment as the cen-
tral purpose of economic policy.

That requires a direct challenge
to the current priorities of Nation-
al Treasury and the South African
Reserve Bank.

Treasury’s dominant instinct re-
mains fiscal restraint, debt stabil-
isation, and the pursuit of budget
credibility through narrow defi-
cit management. The Reserve
Bank’s dominant instinct remains
inflation control, credibility signal-
ling, and macroeconomic conser-
vatism. These are not irrelevant
concerns. Inflation hurts the poor.
Unsustainable debt can crowd
out future choices. But in a coun-
try with mass unemployment, it
is no longer enough for the core
economic institutions to say, in
effect: “Our job is stability; jobs
are someone else’s problem.”

No. Jobs is OUR central prob-
lem and it must be their problem
too. National Treasury should be
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targeting not merely fiscal con-
solidation, but employment-rich
public investment. Its key ques-
tion should not only be: how do
we reduce the deficit? It should
also be: how do we deploy the
fiscus to crowd in production,
local procurement, labour-inten-
sive infrastructure, and mass
employment? It must shift from
passive bookkeeping to strategic
economic engineering.

The Reserve Bank, without aban-
doning price stability, should sup-
port a broader employment-led
development  framework. It
should ask how monetary condi-
tions, credit flows and institution-
al coordination can help expand
productive sectors instead of
simply disciplining inflation ex-
pectations. South Africa cannot
monetary-policy its way into so-
cial peace while millions remain
economically redundant.

So what should these institutions
target instead?

First, they should target employ-
ment intensity of growth. Every
percentage point of GDP growth
must be measured not only in out-
put terms, butin jobs created, sec-
tors expanded, youth absorbed,
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women employed, and local value
chains deepened.

Second, they should target sec-
toral job multipliers. The question
is not just whether investment
rises, but whether investment
goes into sectors that absorb la-
bour: agro-processing, housing,
public transport, early childhood
development, care economy ser-
vices, green maintenance, food
systems, waste recycling, town-
ship manufacturing, tourism,
digital business services, local
construction materials, and pub-
lic-interest technology.

Third, they should target devel-
opmental credit allocation. South
Africa cannot leave productive
transformation solely to the bal-
ance sheets of cautious com-
mercial banks. The IDC, DBSA,
Land Bank, commercial lenders
and blended finance instruments
should be aligned toward sectors
with high employment potential.

Fourth, they should target count-
er-cyclical demand support. In a
highly unequal economy, cash
transfers, social protection and
public employment do not simply
relieve suffering; they sustain de-
mand in local economies, support
micro-enterprises, and prevent
collapse in poor communities.

Fifth, they should target regional
and township economic restruc-
turing. Employment policy must
not be abstract or placeless. It
must be spatial, local and terri-
torial. Jobs must be built where
people live, not only where capi-
tal already concentrates.

Once we understand this, Du-
ma’s statistics stop being de-
pressing and start becoming clar-
ifying. They tell us that under the
current structure of growth, even
a seemingly large jobs number

can fail to break the crisis. That
means one thing: we need addi-
tional employment scenarios, not
one weak national target.

South Africa should be debating
at least three scenarios.

Scenario one is the conservative
path: five million jobs in ten years.
This mostly accommodates new
entrants but leaves the unem-
ployment mountain largely intact.
It is better than stagnation, but it
is nowhere near victory.

Scenario two is a labour-absorb-
ing transformation path: seven to
eight million jobs and work oppor-
tunities over ten years. This would
require stronger growth, but more
importantly, growth with a much
higher employment multiplier. That
means aggressive industrial policy,
labour-intensive infrastructure, ex-
panded public employment, town-
ship enterprise ecosystems, care
economy investment, and stronger
localisation.

Scenario three is a national em-
ployment mobilisation path: ten
million or more work opportuni-
ties over ten years, combining
formal jobs, public employment,
social economy expansion, com-
munity works, service coopera-
tives, green transition jobs, youth
service, and digitally enabled lo-
cal production. This is the scale
at which South Africa begins to

meaningfully push unemploy-
ment down, restore hope, and
rebuild the social contract.

That is why | argue for a Nation-
al Employment and Structural
Transformation Pact, built around
five shifts.

The first shift is from stability-first
economics to employment-cen-
tred macroeconomic coordina-
tion. Inflation and deficits matter,
but jobs, production and inclusion
must sit at the centre of macro-
economic decision-making.

The second shift is from growth in
the abstract to labour-absorbing
growth in practice. We must stop
celebrating growth that enriches
balance sheets while bypassing
households. The economy must
be judged by how many people it
pulls into work.

The third shift is from a spectator
state to a developmental state.
The state must shape markets,
direct procurement, discipline
monopoly power, finance new
sectors, and build economic eco-
systems that employ people at
scale.

The fourth shift is from residual
public works to a serious public
employment system. Public em-
ployment should be permanent
in design, dignified in condition,
developmental in purpose, and
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linked to training and transition
pathways. Caring for children, the
elderly, communities, schools,
clinics, public spaces and the en-
vironment is not “lesser work”. It
is nation-building work.

The fifth shift is from a mineral-ex-
port, low-value, semi-colonial
growth path to diversified produc-
tive transformation. South Africa
cannot continue exporting raw
advantage and importing finished
dependency. Industrial diversifi-
cation, beneficiation, localisation
and domestic demand expansion
are not optional. They are central
to any real jobs strategy.

This is the real choice before
us. We can continue with polite
summits, cautious targets, and
the familiar sermon that only the
private sector can save us if gov-
ernment behaves itself. Or we
can finally accept that mass un-
employment requires the policy
equivalent of a wartime mobilisa-
tion: coordinated macroeconomic
action, industrial deepening, pub-
lic employment expansion, social
protection, local production and a
state willing to lead.

South Africans do not need an-
other summit that tells them to
be patient. We are tired of being
unemployed.

They need a state that under-
stands the scale of the emergen-
cy, an economy designed around
human absorption rather than
exclusion, and leaders willing to
admit that yesterday’s economic
thinking cannot solve today’s so-
cial catastrophe.

Five million jobs in ten years
is not a plan equal to the crisis.
South Africa needs an employ-
ment war plan.

And it needs it now. |
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AfriForum Wants Foreign
Powers to Judge south Africa.

We Must Refuse!

B By STAN ITSHEGETSENG

HERE is something deep-

ly offensive about being

told that your country must

be disciplined from out-
side because some among you
have lost the political argument
at home.

That is exactly what AfriForum
has done.

Its so-called dossier on ANC Sec-
retary General Fikile Mbalula is

not an anti-corruption document
in any serious legal sense. It is
a political export file. It is written
not for South Africans, not for our
courts, not for our institutions, but
for foreign audiences who are al-
ready primed to view this country
with suspicion.

It asks them to act. To punish.

To intervene. To sit in judgment
over a sovereign democracy.
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And that is where AfriForum
crosses a line that no responsible
organisation should cross.

Let us not be distracted by the
noise inside the document. Strip it
down and the structure becomes
obvious. Allegations are mixed
with ideology. Political speeches
are treated as evidence. Foreign
policy positions are smuggled
into a corruption narrative as
though disagreement with West-
ern power is itself a form of guilt.

This is not the law.
This is theatre.

At one point, AfriForum even ad-
mits that it does not claim to have
a full grasp of the Magnitsky legal
framework, yet it confidently calls
for sanctions under that very re-
gime. One must pause and ask
what kind of seriousness is this.
You do not ask the world to pun-
ish a South African leader using a
law you openly admit you do not
fully understand. That is not ac-
countability. That is opportunism
dressed in borrowed language.

And then comes the most dan-
gerous move of all.

AfriForum asks foreign powers to
impose consequences on South
African political leadership.

Not after conviction.
Not after due process.

Not after a completed judicial
finding.

But through a politically con-
structed narrative packaged for
external consumption.

That is not whistleblowing.

That is outsourcing domestic po-
litical battles to a foreign authority.

South Africa is not a province of
anyone. It is a sovereign consti-
tutional democracy. Our Consti-
tution is not a suggestion. It is
the supreme law. It establishes
institutions, processes, and safe-
guards for testing allegations.
Section 179 gives the National
Prosecuting Authority the man-
date to prosecute without fear or
favour. Courts exist to determine
guilt, not lobby groups.

If AfriForum believes there is a
case, it must be pursued through
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law, not through geopolitical the-
atre.

Because once we accept that for-
eign pressure must replace do-
mestic process, we open a door
that will not close easily.

Today it is Mbalula.

Tomorrow it is anyone whose pol-
itics offends those with access to
international platforms.

And let us not pretend that Afri-
Forum is an innocent messenger
in all this.

This is the same ecosystem that
has, for years, helped push the
fiction of a so-called white geno-
cide onto the global stage. A nar-
rative rejected by courts. A narra-
tive contradicted by police data.
A narrative that painted South Af-
rica as a lawless, anti-white state
to mobilise external sympathy
and pressure.

That narrative travelled. It shaped
perceptions. It fed political agen-
das abroad.

Now we are presented with an-
other document, again directed
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outward, again calling for action.

South Africans are not fools. We
see the pattern.

This is not about clean gover-
nance alone.

This is about political contesta-
tion that refuses to remain within
democratic boundaries.

Yes, corruption is a serious prob-
lem in this country. It must be
confronted without hesitation.

No leader must be shielded. No
institution must be beyond scru-
tiny. But the fight against cor-
ruption must be anchored in ev-
idence, law, and due process.

Not in dossiers that collapse ide-
ology into alleged criminality.

Not in documents that try to con-
vert foreign policy disagreement
into sanction-worthy conduct.

Not in appeals to external power
to discipline internal political life.

And certainly not in
conduct that raises
legitimate questions
about whether do-
mestic actors are
inviting foreign inter-
vention into matters
that belong within
our constitutional or-
der.

That question must
now be asked clearly
and without fear.

When an organisa-
tion operating within
South Africa system-
atically packages
internal political dis-
putes and presents
them to foreign pow-

ers intending to trigger punitive
action, does that remain ordinary
activism?

Or does it cross into territory that
demands legal scrutiny under the
principles of sovereignty, national
security, and constitutional integ-
rity?

That is not a rhetorical question.
It is a legal one.

And it must be answered.
Because a country that cannot
defend the boundary between
internal democratic contestation
and external interference will

soon find that it has neither.

AfriForum wants the world to be-
lieve it is defending South Africa.

In truth, it is inviting others to sit
in judgment over it.

We must refuse.

Not because we fear account-
ability.

= DEFEND OUR
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But because we understand
something AfriForum appears to
have forgotten.

South Africa belongs to its
people.

Not to foreign arbiters.

Not to ideological exporters.
And certainly not to those who
would rather escalate political
battles abroad than fight them
honestly at home.

AfriForum has made its move.
Now the country must respond.
With law.

With clarity.

And without apology. &

Stan Itshegetseng is a member
of the Ward 27, ANC Vuyani Mab-
axa Branch, Zone 10, Johannes-

burg, and PPF NEC member. He
writes in his personal capacity.

SOVERE!
SOVERE!

A% DEMCRATIC G

il W al




30 ANC Today

VIEWPOINT

*(*On Force !!the*Marke

T is perhaps necessary, at this
juncture in our national life, to
reflect with sobriety on a mat-
ter that presents itself not in
the form of a single crisis, but as
an accumulation of developments
whose implications, if left unat-
tended, may prove far-reaching.

South Africa’s challenge with
crime is well documented. It is
visible, measurable, and deeply
felt in the daily lives of our people.
Yet, to focus only on the manifes-
tations of crime without interro-
gating the underlying architecture
of security in our society is to en-
gage only with symptoms while
neglecting causes.

There is emerging within our midst
a phenomenon that requires care-
ful consideration. It is the gradual,
and in many respects unexam-
ined, migration of organised coer-
cive capacity from the democratic
state into an expansive private
domain.

This is not an event, but a pro-
cess. It is not dramatic in its un-
folding, yet it is consequential in
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its implications.

The recent arrest of Matipandile
Sotheni, a former member of the
Special Task Force of the South
African Police Service, in con-
nection with the murder of Marius
van der Merwe, a witness before
the Madlanga Commission, has
brought into sharper relief ques-
tions that have long lingered be-
neath the surface of public dis-
course.

The issue at hand is not the guilt
or innocence of any individual,
which is properly the domain of
the courts. Rather, it is the broad-
er question that arises from such
developments. What are we to
make of a situation in which indi-
viduals trained by the state in the
most specialised aspects of secu-
rity and force find themselves op-
erating outside the direct authority
and supervision of that state?

To pose the question in this man-
ner is not to cast aspersions on all
who have transitioned from public
service to private employment.
Such transitions are neither un-
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usual nor inherently problematic.
Indeed, many continue to serve
society with professionalism and
integrity.

However, it would be a mistake of
some significance to treat this as
merely a matter of individual ca-
reer movement.

The private security industry in
South Africa has grown to a scale
that demands attention. It now
constitutes a substantial reposito-
ry of organised capacity, one that,
in numerical terms, surpasses
that of the public police. This real-
ity compels us to ask whether we
are dealing with a supplementary
function or with the emergence of
a parallel system of security pro-
vision.

The distinction is not semantic. It
is fundamental.

The democratic state, by its very
nature, claims a monopoly over
the legitimate use of force, exer-
cised within the confines of the
Constitution and subject to public
accountability. This principle is not
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an abstraction. It is the basis upon
which the authority of the state is
constructed and maintained.

When significant elements of that
coercive capacity reside outside
the direct control of the state,
questions inevitably arise. Who
exercises authority over such
capacity? In whose interests is it
deployed? And to what extent is
it subject to oversight that aligns
with the imperatives of a constitu-
tional democracy?

These questions acquire added
urgency when one considers the
nature of the skills involved. The
training provided to members of
specialised units of the police and
defence force is not of a generic
character. It involves the acquisi-
tion of capabilities that are directly
related to the management and
application of force in complex
and often high-risk environments.
Such capabilities are, by defini-
tion, sensitive.

When they are transferred into a
private sphere that is shaped by
market dynamics, contractual ob-
ligations, and, in certain instanc-
es, actors whose interests may
not always align with those of the
broader society, the matter ceas-
es to be one of routine econom-
ic activity. It becomes, rather, a
question of national security in its
most substantive sense.

It is worth recalling that concerns
about the trajectory of the private
security industry are not new.
They have been raised in various
forums over the years, informed
by an understanding that the reg-
ulation of such an industry must
be commensurate with the nature
of the functions it performs.

The existence of a legislative
framework is not in dispute. What
merits closer examination is the
extent to which this framework
is effectively implemented and

.

enforced. Indications of gaps in
compliance, including the pres-
ence of unregistered operators
and individuals whose legal status
is uncertain, suggest that the re-
lationship between law and prac-
tice may not be as coherent as it
ought to be.

This, in itself, is a matter of con-
cemn.

A state that does not possess a
clear and accurate account of who
is operating within its security en-
vironment, under what conditions,
and with what level of training and
authorisation, is a state that must
reflect seriously on its capacity to
exercise oversight.

At the same time, the persistence
of violent crime in forms that ex-
hibit planning, coordination, and
tactical sophistication invites fur-
ther reflection. The intention here
is not to advance unfounded as-
sertions about the origins of such
capabilities. It is, rather, to insist
that the question itself cannot be
dismissed.

How are such capabilities ac-
quired, developed, and deployed
within the criminal economy?
What interfaces, if any, exist be-
tween formal training and in-
formal or illicit application? And
what does this suggest about the
broader ecosystem within which
security operates?
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These are questions that call for
analysis, not conjecture.

The broader context within which
these developments occur fur-
ther complicates the picture. The
demands placed on the South
African Police Service, coupled
with the utilisation of the South
African National Defence Force
in support of domestic security
operations in certain instances,
point to pressures within the pub-
lic security apparatus that cannot
be ignored.

It would be neither accurate nor
helpful to characterise this as a
failure. It is, however, indicative
of strain.

In such circumstances, the ex-
pansion of private security may
be understood, in part, as a re-
sponse to gaps in public provi-
sion. Yet, if this response is not
accompanied by commensurate
strengthening of oversight and
regulation, it may give rise to new
challenges even as it addresses
existing ones.

The matter before us, therefore, is
not one that admits of simple con-
clusions or easy remedies.

It requires, above all, a recognition
that security in a democratic soci-
ety is not merely a function of num-
bers or deployment. It is a function
of authority, accountability, and
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alignment with constitutional prin-
ciples.

If we are to navigate this terrain
effectively, we must be guided by
a clear understanding of the role
of the state as the primary custo-
dian of the instruments of force.
This does not preclude the exis-
tence of private security. It does,
however, impose an obligation
to ensure that such security op-
erates within a framework that
is robust, transparent, and firmly
anchored in the public interest.

To do otherwise would be to risk
a situation in which the boundar-
ies between lawful authority, pri-
vate coercion, and criminal activ-
ity become increasingly difficult
to discern. That is not a prospect
that any society committed to
democratic governance can re-
gard with indifference.

In the final analysis, the question
we are called upon to consider
is not whether private security
should exist, nor whether individ-
uals may pursue lawful opportu-
nities within it. It is whether the
state retains sufficient command,
in both a practical and conceptu-
al sense, over the totality of or-
ganised force within its domain.

A failure to answer this question
with clarity would not manifest
immediately as a crisis. It would
present itself gradually, in the
erosion of oversight, in the diffu-
sion of authority, and in the emer-
gence of spaces within which
power is exercised without ade-
quate accountability.

It is precisely such gradual devel-
opments that demand our most
careful attention.

For it is in the quiet accumulation
of unresolved questions that the
foundations of a state may, over
time, be tested m
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The Crisis facing the ANC
N KwaZulu-Natal:

Causes and Prospects
for Renewal

H By SIFISO SONJICA

HE African National Con-

gress in KwaZulu-Natal

(KZN) is currently confront-

ing a crisis that demands
not only reflection but urgent and
decisive action. Electoral trends
over recent years, particularly
following the 2016 and 2021 lo-
cal government elections and the
2024 national and provincial elec-
tions, indicate a rapid erosion of
the party’s support base. In key
urban centres such as eThekwini,
projections suggesting a potential
decline to levels as low as 10 per-
cent should not be dismissed as
speculative but rather understood
as a critical warning signal.

This moment requires the move-
ment to sound the alarm more

—
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clearly and to move beyond in-
cremental adjustments toward
a comprehensive strategy of re-
newal and mobilisation.

At the centre of the current chal-
lenge is the question of whether
the ANC can rebuild its social
base before the decline becomes
irreversible. This requires a de-
liberate and inclusive mobilisa-
tion strategy that seeks to re-en-
gage constituencies that have
historically formed the backbone
of the movement. These include
disillusioned members and sup-
porters, particularly those who
have migrated to the MK Party
(MKP), as well as young people
and traditional leadership struc-
tures. The erosion of support is




33 ANC Today

VIEWPOINT

N A W\ v

£l ANE AARN WL

q_'_ A

not only electoral but also organ-
isational and emotional. Many
former supporters have not nec-
essarily rejected the values of the
ANC but have become alienated
from its current practices, lead-
ership, and internal culture. Re-
building this trust requires more
than slogans; it demands genu-
ine engagement, listening, and
responsiveness to the concerns
of communities.

An important dimension of the
current crisis lies in its historical
roots. While immediate factors
such as leadership challenges
and socio-economic conditions
are significant, it may be neces-
sary to trace aspects of the prob-
lem to earlier turning points with-
in the organisation, particularly
the 2007 ANC Polokwane Con-
ference. This conference marked
a significant shift in the internal
dynamics of the ANC, intensi-
fying factional contestation and
reshaping leadership alignments.
One of the unintended conse-
quences of this period appears
to have been a transformation in

the character and motivations of
membership. There is growing
concern that the movement has
experienced an influx of mem-
bers who are insufficiently ori-
ented in its values and traditions,
and who increasingly view the
organisation as a vehicle for per-
sonal advancement rather than
collective service.

This shift has contributed to a
broader crisis of organisation-
al culture. The ANC’s historical
strength lay in its ability to cul-
tivate disciplined and politically
conscious cadres committed to
the ideals of the liberation strug-
gle. However, the weakening of
political education and ideolog-
ical grounding has undermined
this tradition. Membership re-
cruitment has, in some cases,
prioritised numbers over quali-
ty, leading to the proliferation of
non-functional or manipulated
branch structures. These devel-
opments have eroded internal de-
mocracy, weakened grassroots
engagement, and contributed to
the perception that the organisa-
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tion has become inward-looking
and disconnected from the peo-
ple it seeks to represent.

The consequences of these inter-
nal weaknesses have been com-
pounded by broader socio-eco-
nomic challenges, particularly
the persistent problem of youth
unemployment. Young people in
KZN, as in the rest of South Afri-
ca, face limited economic oppor-
tunities and often feel excluded
from meaningful participation in
political processes. This has cre-
ated fertile ground for alternative
political formations that present
themselves as more responsive
and relevant. At the same time,
the continued influence of tradi-
tional leadership structures in ru-
ral areas underscores the need
for the ANC to strengthen its en-
gagement with these constituen-
cies in a respectful and collabo-
rative manner.

In this context, the urgency of
mass mobilisation cannot be
overstated. The ANC must ac-
tively seek to reconnect with
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those who have become disillu-
sioned, including supporters who
have shifted their allegiance to
the MKP. This process should
avoid antagonistic rhetoric and
instead focus on shared history,
values, and a common commit-
ment to improving the lives of the
people. Similarly, targeted efforts
must be made to engage young
people through initiatives that ad-
dress unemployment, promote
skills development, and create
opportunities for meaningful par-
ticipation in leadership and deci-
sion-making. Engagement with
traditional leaders should also be
prioritised, recognising their con-
tinued role in community gover-
nance and social cohesion.

However, mobilisation alone will
not be sufficient without address-
ing the structural and organi-
sational challenges facing the
movement. Immediate strategic
priorities must include stabilis-
ing the organisation by reducing
factional tensions and fostering
unity. This may require reconsid-
ering the timing of internal con-
ferences, as such processes, if
poorly managed, can exacer-
bate divisions rather than resolve
them. At the same time, rebuilding

credibility through decisive action
against corruption is essential.
Public trust can only be restored
if the organisation demonstrates
a clear commitment to account-
ability and ethical leadership.

Effective communication is an-
other critical part of renewal. The
ANC must adopt a more honest
and transparent approach, ac-
knowledge its challenges while
articulating a coherent vision for
the future. Defensive or dismis-
sive messaging is unlikely to res-
onate with an increasingly critical
electorate. Instead, the move-
ment must demonstrate humility,
responsibility, and a genuine will-
ingness to change. This should
be complemented by a stronger
emphasis on evidence-based de-
cision-making, including the use
of research and data to inform
strategy and policy.

The path to renewal requires a
pragmatic and disciplined ap-
proach that prioritises action over
rhetoric. This includes rebuilding
grassroots structures through

genuine community engagement,
restoring ethical leadership, and
focusing on socio-economic is-
sues that directly affect people’s
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lives. Most importantly, the ANC
must reclaim its core identity as
a movement dedicated to serving
the people, rather than one per-
ceived as an instrument of per-
sonal or factional advancement.

In conclusion, the ANC in KwaZu-
lu-Natal stands at a critical junc-
ture. The current crisis is both
deep and multifaceted, reflect-
ing long-standing organisation-
al, political, and socio-economic
challenges. While the situation is
serious, it is not beyond recovery.
However, success will depend
on the willingness of the move-
ment to confront its weaknesses
honestly, implement meaningful
reforms, and reconnect with the
people it represents. Sounding
the alarm is necessary, but it must
be accompanied by decisive and
collective action. The future of
the ANC in KZN will be decided
not by its past achievements, but
by its ability to adapt, renew, and
lead in the present moment. B

Sifiso Sonjica is an ANC Branch
member in Ward 13, Mtubatuba
Subregion, Nokuhamba Nyawo
Region, KZN. He writes in his
personal capacity.
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“The Lost Grave of My Brother”

N By SELLO SHAI-MORULE

“ HE Lost Grave of My Brother” is a poi-
ii gnant metaphor for the atrocities endured
during apartheid. It represents the count-
less lives lost, brutally silenced, and hid-
den from the world. The story echoes the cries of
those who were murdered, assassinated, and bur-
ied in secret, their remains swallowed by the earth. It
echoes the anguish of families torn apart by solitary
confinement, indefinite detention, and forced exile.
The discovery of the grave shall forever symbolize
the unveiling of truth, long suppressed and denied.
It's a beacon of hope for justice, accountability, and
healing. The day that grave is uncovered, we'll fi-
nally be free — free from the shackles of oppression,
free from the weight of unspoken truths, and free to
mourn, remember, and heal

The shallow grave was leveled, a path trodden by
all, as the secret beneath lay hidden. They came
to our land, murdering us, as if we were less than
human. They took our land, pushing us to the mar-
gins. The day my brother vanished, his garments
were torn by rocks, his blood soaking the earth, his
worn shoes bearing witness. In that moment, his
bond with Africa’s land was sealed with blood.

| have elected to borrow few stanzas of a painful
poem | authored years ago.

“The Lost Grave of My Brother”

In the shadows of our nation’s past,

A story unfolds, forever to last,

A brother lost, a hero true,

A freedom fighter, with a dream anew.

His footsteps echoed, through the land,

Fighting for justice and human rights, hand in hand,
With Rolihlahla, Ngoyi, Nchabeleng, Tambo, Bico,
First, Sobukwe, Hani, Mbeki, Sisulu too,

He fought for freedom, with a heart that’s true.

But now, his grave is lost to time,

A mystery shrouding, a hero’s prime,
The winds of history, they whisper low,
Of a brother, a father, we don’t know.

Oh, where did they take him, our fallen star?
Did he die with dignity, or in chains so far?
The earth has secrets, it keeps so tight,

But our hearts remember, the morning light.

He left behind, a legacy so bold,

A nation free, where his spirit unfolds,

We search for answers, for a grave to find,
For the lost bro...

A virtual grave, a monument unseen,
A symbol of sorrow, a legacy of pain.

Police brutality, disappearances, assassinations,
arrests without trial, and massacres were rampant
in South Africa during apartheid. The Sharpeville
massacre in 1960, where 69 people were killed, is a
notable example. Other incidents include the Sowe-
to uprising in 1976, where between 176 to 700+ chil-
dren were killed by adults. Over 40 detainees died
in police custody in the 1970s, with cases like Steve
Biko and Ahmed Timol highlighting police brutality.
Around 2,000 people disappeared due to political
violence between 1960 and 1994. Incidents like the
Langa massacre (1985), Duncan Village massacre
(1985), and Boipatong massacre (1992) resulted in
significant loss of life there also thousands were de-
tained without trial under apartheid laws, with many
subjected to torture.
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The legacy of these atrocities
continues to impact South Africa,
with ongoing efforts to address
impunity and seek justice for
victims and their families. Apart-
heid’s legacy continues to shape
South Africa, particularly for Black
South Africans. The system of in-
stitutionalized racial segregation,
which was officially in place from
1948 to 1994, had far-reaching
impacts on education, economy,
and social structures.

Today, South Africa is considered
the most economically unequal
country in the world, with a sig-
nificant wealth gap between the
rich and the poor. The legacy of
apartheid has resulted in limited
economic opportunities for Black
South Africans, with many still
struggling to access quality edu-
cation, employment, and health-
care.

The Bantu Education Act of 1953,
which was designed to prepare
Black students for menial jobs,
has had a lasting impact on the
education system. Many Black
South Africans still face barriers
to accessing quality education,
leading to high unemployment
rates and limited economic mo-
bility. The difficulty of experienced
by black people this day because
of forced removals and land dis-
possession that occurred during
apartheid have led to ongoing
struggles with land ownership
and spatial segregation. Many
Black South Africans continue
to live in poverty-stricken areas,
with limited access to basic ser-
vices like water, sanitation, and
electricity.

Since 1994 there were efforts to
address inequality by the South
African government which im-
plemented policies like the Re-
construction and Development
Programme (RDP) and the Black

Economic Empowerment (BEE)
an initiative to address inequality
and promote economic inclusion.
However, progress has been
slow, and many argue that more
needs to be done to dismantle
the institutionalized racism that
persists.

As the ANC, we’ve struggled to
transform government institu-
tions into tools for change since
taking over. The time to ensure
that, the poor access justice is
now or never. The Department of
Justice should develop funding
models to support those in need.
Cases like Black people killed
being mistaken for baboons,
dogs, or victims of brutal violence
in the farms, highlight the need
for effective Legal Aid. Empow-
ering Legal Aid could help ad-
dress these injustices. When the
government prioritizes justice for
Black people, maybe then we’ll
be marching towards finding the
lost grave of my brother.

Progressive initiative like Truth
and Reconciliation Commission
was a move towards the right
direction which helped us to ac-
knowledge past injustices and
provide a platform for victims

.

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION
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to share their stories, and don’t
have any reason not to implement
its findings. Initiatives like Black
Economic Empowerment (BEE)
which aimed to address econom-
ic disparities by promoting Black
ownership and employment need
to be legally strengthened. Free
Education and Skills Develop-
ment with programs focusing on
quality education and skills train-
ing would obviously help to bridge
gaps in opportunities.

Efforts to address landownership
disparities are crucial for redress-
ing historical injustices and can-
not be a by-the-way issue and
lastly local Community Develop-
ment with focused investment in
infrastructure, healthcare, and
social services in affected com-
munities can help alleviate pov-
erty and inequality. Sooner or
later, the lost grave of my brother
shall be found. |

Sello Shai-Morule is an ANC
Branch Chairperson of WARD
17 Branch in Mbombela Sub-Re-
gion, Ehlanzeni Region in Mpum-
alanga Province and a social
activist. He writes in his personal
capacity.
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THIS WEEK IN HISTORY
28 March=3 April 2026

Source: SA History Online, O’Malley Archives, Africa Today/Yesterday, The Africa Factbook

and Amazwi SA Museum of Literature

28 March 1656

First slaves arrive in Cape
Town

The first 174 slaves arrived in
Cape Town — hardly four years
after Van Riebeeck landed at the
Cape of Good Hope to establish
a halfway station for the Dutch
East Indian Company (VOC). The
slaves arrived on a VOC company
ship, the Amersfoort. They were
part of a contingent of 250 Ango-
lan slaves originally destined for
Brazil, but stolen by the Amers-
foort from the Portuguese slave
traders. The rest died during the
trip, before landing in Cape Town,
where they were sold. The slave
trade in the Cape colony officially
lasted until 1822, with slaves cap-
tured from Angola, Ghana, India,
Mozambique, Madagascar, and
what is now known as Indonesia
and Malaysia. When slavery was
finally abolished in 1834 by the
British, nearly 200 years later, the
Cape had a population of over
38,000 slaves.

28 March 1924

Natoo Babenia was born
Natvarlal Dayalji “Natoo” Babe-
nia, a political activist first in In-
dia, resisting British rule and
later in South Africa against the
Apartheid government, was
born at Coedmore Road, Bel-
lair, Durban. In 1936, faced with
economic hardship, his fami-
ly returned to India, where the
struggle against British colonial-
ism was being waged. Babenia
played an active role in the Indi-

an Congress movement in Baro-
da, and served several terms of
imprisonment, before returning
to Durban in October 1949, set-
tling in Beatrice Street, Durban.
In South Africa he was a member
of the National Indian Congress,
the African National Congress
(ANC), South African Commu-
nist Party (SACP) and Umkhonto
we Sizwe (MK) and served six-
teen years on Robben Island. In
1995, Babenia released his biog-
raphy, which was titled “Memoirs
of a Saboteur”. Natoo Babenia
passed away on 1 January 1999
at the age of 75.

28 March 1960

Oliver Tambo leaves South
Africa

Oliver Reginald Tambo was sent
by the ANC to establish the ANC
outside of South Africa, and to
mobilise support for the struggle
against apartheid. He left South

L\:r';;;'-‘,(-, PR
Africa illegally,
President and led the movement,
returning only 30 years later in
1990.

became ANC

28 March 1987

Launch of the South
African Youth Congress
(SAYCO)

SAYCO was the most significant
youth organization to emerge
during the 1980s. Initiated by
COSAS, it focused on organizing
the non-student youth, unem-
ployed youth and young workers
who shared the interests and as-
pirations of COSAS but could not
belong to it. In 1982, a COSAS
Commission was established
to investigate the formation of
a national youth organization.
It was decided that individual
townships and regions establish
their own youth congresses that
would work in close cooperation
with COSAS and AZASO. By
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1983, 20 new youth organiza-
tions were launched and by 1986
more than 600 youth congresses
were launched across the coun-
try. 28 March 1987 saw SAYCO
launched amidst great secrecy,
with representatives from nine
regional structures elected to
the national executive, at the
University of the Western Cape
(UWC). It adopted the Freedom
Charter, pledged itself to work
closely with  COSATU and the
NECC, and was affiliated to the
UDF. Its principle objectives were
to unify and politicize all progres-
sive youth irrespective of race; to
encourage young workers to join
trade unions; and to ensure that
women participate fully in the ac-
tivities of the youth movement. At
the outset SAYCO focused on the
organization of all youth in order
to tackle their problems through
united and collective action and
to develop a role for young peo-
ple in their communities and in
the broader democratic struggle.

28 March 1988

Dulcie September
assassinated

Dulcie September, ANC chief
representative in France, Luxem-
bourg and Switzerland was as-
sassinated on this day. An activist
who dedicated her life to free-
dom, she was born on 20 August

A : i
1953 in Athlone, Cape Town.

28 March 1996
Trevor Manuel appointed
as Finance Minister

Trevor Manuel appointed as first
black Finance minister, after the
resignation of Chris Liebenberg,
a position he served from 1996-
2009). On the same day, the Re-
construction and Development
(RDP) office in the Presidency
was closed. Manuel unveiled the
Growth Employment and Redis-
tribution plan (GEAR) in June
of the same year. He served as
Finance minister from 1996 to
2009, and subsequently as Min-
ister in the Presidency for the Na-
tional Planning Commission from
2009-2014.

29 March 1933

Dr Stanley Mogoba born

Dr. Stanley Mogoba, future pres-
ident of the Pan Africanist Con-
gress (PAC) in 1997, was born
in Polokwane on this day. He
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was detained on Robben Island
during the 1980s and was ap-
pointed as the presiding Bishop
of the Methodist Church of South
Africa in 1988.

29 March 1945
Mathematician Josephine
Guidy-Wandja born

The mathematician was born in
Cameroon, the first African wom-
an to earn a PhD in Mathematics
(1991) and first female mathemat-
ics professor at the University of
Abidjan. As president of the Inter-
national Committee on Mathemat-
ics in Developing Countries, she
worked to spread the teaching
and appreciation of mathematics
worldwide.  Guidy-Wandja pub-
lished the children’s mathematics
comic book Yao crack en maths
(1985), in collaboration with illus-
trator, Jess Sah Bi.

29 March 1974
Terracotta Army
discovered in China

The famous collection of some
8000 soldier sculptures, depicting
Emperor Qin Shi Huang’s army,
was located by local farmers
when they were digging a water
well.

29 March 1982
Journalist Selby Msimang
passed on

Journalist, farm manager, clerk,
interpreter and political activist,
Henry Selby Msimang, died on
29 March 1982 in Edendale, Pi-
etermaritzburg. Msimang was a
founding member of the South
African Native National Congress
(SANNC). He was a staunch la-
bour organiser, and with Clements
Kadalie formed the national Indus-
trial Commercial Union (ICU). Due
to differences between the two,
Msimang resigned as president of
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the ICU, but rejoined after Kada-
lie’s resignation in 1929. Msimang
was editor of the newspaper Mo-
rumioa-Inxusa (Messenger) and
author of numerous articles. He
was a founder member of the Lib-
eral Party of South Africa (LPSA),
formed in 1953.

29 March 1994

Rwanda refugees start
trek to Tanzania, fleeing
genocide

Thousands of Rwandan refugees
fleeing violence in Burundi began
a two-day trek toward Tanzania.
In 1994, according to the UN High
Commission for Refugees (UN-
HCR), an estimated 1.3 million
Rwandans fled genocide to east-
ern Zaire (now the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, or DRC),
and more than half a million es-
caped to Tanzania. Hundreds of
thousands went back to Rwanda
from both DRC and Tanzania in
1996.

30 March 1951
Group Areas Act comes
into effect.
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The Group Areas divided the
country into separate residential
and business areas for whites,
Africans, Indians and Coloureds.
This act completed the process
started with the 1913 and 1926
Land Acts, which set aside 80%
of land for white ownership. To
enforce the separate develop-
ment policy, forced removals
became the order of the day. By

1982, over 3.5 million people
were forcefully removed, includ-
ing high profile cases such as
Sophiatown and District Six.

30 March 1957
Marie-Christine Koundja
born

Chadian writer and diplomat
Marie-Christine Koundja is born
in Iriba. She became the first
woman of Chad to publish nov-
els. Her first novel Al-Istifakh,
ou, Lidylle de mesa mis (2001),
tells the story of two young peo-
ple who decide to marry despite
their parents withholding consent
because of their tribal and reli-
gious differences. Her second
novel Kam-Ndjaha, la dévoreuse
(2009), deals with the themes of
poverty, infidelity and friendship.

30 March 1970
Leleti Khumalo born

&
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South African actress, dancer
and singer was born in Durban on
this day. Khumalo gained fame
for her performances in musical
Sarafina, first on stage in 1987
and then in the 1992 movie ad-
aptation. She also acted in oth-
er films such as Cry the Beloved
Country (1995), Hotel Rwanda
and Yesterday (2004), Invictus
(2009), Winnie Mandela (2011),
Free State (2016) as well as se-
ries Uzalo and Imbewu.

30 March 1976
Thousands of Palestinians
protest against Israeli
land expropriation
Thousands of Palestinians pro-
tested against Israel's massive
land expropriation. In the event,
which is annually commemo-
rated on Land Day, 6 protesters
were killed and scores injured by
Israeli police. Since then, the vi-
olent expropriation of Palestinian
land has continued unabated.

31 March 1694

Sheik Yusuf arrives in
Cape

Sheik Yusuf, Islamic leader and
brother of the sultan of Macas-
sar, was banished to the Cape by
the Dutch East India Company
(DEIC). He arrived on board De
Voetboog and with his family and
retinue; they were forty-nine peo-
ple in total. In order to minimise
his influence on enslaved people
at the Cape, he was housed by
the Dutch East India Company on
the farm Zandvliet, located out-
side Cape Town. Although he died
in 1699, just five years after his ar-
rival at the Cape, after more than
three centuries his memory lives
on and Zandvliet is a noted place
of pilgrimage for Muslim people
in South Africa. Although there
were already some Muslims at the
Cape before the arrival of Yusuf,
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he is regarded as the founder of
the Islamic faith at the Cape.

31 March 1964

As the Rivonia trial drew to a
close, with possibility of death
penalty for Nelson Mandela and
other trialists; the United Nations
Special Committee on Apartheid
published a report recommend-
ing that the UN Security Council
call on South Africa to refrain from
executing people sentenced to
death for political offences, to end
political trials in process and grant
amnesty to all political prisoners.

31 March 2000

Jazz Festival starts in
Cape Town

On this day, the North Sea Jazz
Festival started in Cape Town. It
was the first time a jazz festival
on four simultaneous stages took
place in SA. The jazz festival,
now known as the Cape Town
International Jazz Festival takes
place annually.

1 April 1940

Wangari Maathai born
Wangari Muta Maathai was born
in Nyeri, Kenya in 1940. The first
woman in East and Central Af-
rica to earn a doctorate degree.
Wangari Maathai obtained a de-
gree in Biological Sciences from
Mount St. Scholastica College
in Atchison, Kansas (1964). She
subsequently earned a Master
of Science degree from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh (1966). She
pursued doctoral studies in Ger-
many and the University of Nairo-
bi, obtaining a Ph.D. (1971) from
the University of Nairobi where
she also taught veterinary anat-
omy. She became chair of the
Department of Veterinary Anat-
omy and an associate professor
in 1976 and 1977 respectively.
In both cases, she was the first

woman to attain those positions
in the region. Wangari Maathai
was active in the National Coun-
cil of Women of Kenya in 1976-
87 and was its chairman in 1981-
87. It was while she served in the
National Council of Women that
she introduced the idea of plant-
ing trees with the people in 1976
and continued to develop it into
a broad-based, grassroots or-
ganization whose main focus is
the planting of trees with women
groups in order to conserve the
environment and improve their
quality of life. However, through
the Green Belt Movement she
has assisted women in planting
more than 20 million trees on
their farms and on schools and
church compounds. Wangari
Maathai is internationally recog-
nized for her persistent struggle
for democracy, human rights and
environmental conservation. She
has addressed the UN on several
occasions and spoke on behalf of
women at special sessions of the
General Assembly for the five-
year review of the earth summit.
She served on the commission
for Global Governance and Com-
mission on the Future. She and
the Green Belt Movement have
received numerous awards, most
notably The 2004 Nobel Peace
Prize.
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1 April 1955
ANC launches boycott
against Bantu Education
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The African National Congress
(ANC) launches mass boycott of
Bantu Education. This introduced
high levels of inequality in ex-
penditure on education of white
and black children, resulting in
highly unequal infrastructure,
student-teacher ratios, access to
text books, libraries, science fa-
cilities and sport fields. Bantu ed-
ucation came into effect in 1955
after the government had passed
the Bantu Education Act. The call
for the boycott of Bantu educa-
tion was accompanied by the for-
mation of alternative schools in
communities, which were harsh-
ly suppressed by the apartheid
government.

1 April 1960

Banjo Timothy Masele
born

Motswana guitarist singer and
songwriter is born on this day in
Kanye, Botswana. Touring with
bands he led like the Kalahari
Band, he also recorded with mu-
sicians like High Masekela, Peter
Gabriel and Jonas Gwangwa.

1 April 1960

First UNSC resolution on
Apartheid South Africa

The Security Council, in its first ac-
tion on South Africa, adopted res-
olution 134 (1960) deploring the
policies and actions of the South
African Government which had giv-
en rise to a loss of life of so many
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Africans and led to international
friction, and called upon that Gov-
ernment to abandon its policies of
apartheid and racial discrimination.
It requested the Secretary-Gener-
al, in consultation with the South
African Government, ‘“fo make
such arrangements as would ade-
quately help in upholding the pur-
poses and principles of the [United
Nations] Charter.” The vote on the
resolution was 9 in favour and 2
abstentions (France and the Unit-
ed Kingdom).

1 April 1977

Pik Botha appointed as
Foreign Minister

Pik Botha appointed as Foreign
Minister, a position that he served
in until 1994, when as part of the
Government of National Unity, he
served in the Cabinet of Nelson
Mandela as Minister of Minerals
and Energy.

1 April 1990

Cheetah Conservation
Fund established

Namibia’s Cheetah Conservation
Fund is established, with the glob-
al cheetah population dropping
from 100,00 a century ago to just
7000. The institute uses artificial
insemination to achieve success-
ful pregnancies for the big cats,
the world’s fastest land animals,
capable of running up to 120 kph.

1 April 2016

PAC president Clarence
Makwetu dies at age 88
years

Makwetu became active and
joined the ANC Youth League in
the 1950s and was part of the
breakaway group from the ANC
that formed the Pan Africanist
Congress (PAC) in 1959. He
was imprisoned and banned for
the next three decades. After the

unbanning of the PAC and oth-
er political movements in 1990,
Makwetu was elected as PAC
President, which formed the Pa-
triotic Front with the ANC during
the negotiations and was elected
as a Member of Parliament of the
PAC, to the first democratic par-
liament in 1994.

2 April 1912

George Pemba, renowned

artist and playwright born
in Port Elizabeth

South African artist George Mny-
aluza Pemba (also documented
as Mnyala, Milwa), was born in
Korsten, Port Elizabeth. His fa-
ther encouraged him to paint as a
child and he received rudimentary
training from his brother. He went
to become one of the celebrated
South African artists, and man-
aged to make a good living out of
his art, despite indifference from
the mainstream art world. Pemba
was also a good writer and wrote
two plays, one of them the well-
known Nonqause. He later pro-
duced paintings to illustrate the
play. Pemba passed on in 2001.

2 April 1928
Dolly Rathebe born

South African singer and actress
Dolly Rathebe is born in Rand-

fontein, Gauteng. In 1949 she
was offered the female lead in the
film Jim Comes to Joburg, regu-
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larly gracing the cover of Drum
magazine, part of the illustrious
cast of King Kong in 1962. She
toured the country as a mem-
ber of the Elite Swingsters in the
1960s, she received the Order of
Ikamanga in Silver in 2004, in the
same year that she passed on.

2 April 1930

Empress Zewditu passed
on

The Empress of Ethiopia, Zewdi-
tu, the only woman head of an Af-
rican country in the 20th century
and Ethiopia’s only female Em-
press Regent, passed on in Ad-
dis Ababa. She was regent since
1916 until her death in 1930, tak-
ing over from her father Emper-
or Menelike Il, who passed on in
1913, her cousin, Tafari Mekon-
nen served as her prime minister.

2 April 1944

ANC Youth League formed,
with Anton Lembede as
first President

The African National Congress

Youth League (ANCYL) was
founded on 2 April 1944, by An-
ton Lembede (who became the
League’s first President), Nel-
son Mandela, Ashby Mda, Walter
Sisulu and Oliver Tambo, joined
by Duma Nokwe, B Masekela, Ida
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Mtwa, Lillian Ngoyi, James Njon-
gweni, Wiliam Nkomo and Dan
Tloome. The Youth League’s man-
ifesto was launched at the Bantu
Social Centre in Johannesburg in
March 1944 ahead of its inaugural
meeting. It promoted African na-
tionalism (Africans should strug-
gle for development, progress
and national liberation to occupy
their rightful and honourable place
among nations of the world); and
that the African youth should be
united, consolidated, trained and
disciplined, because from their
ranks, future leaders would be re-
cruited. Their motto was: “Africa’s
cause must triumph”.

2 April 1997

Ellen Kuzwayo receives
Wits Honorary degree
Author of Call me Woman, ed-
ucationist and social worker and
later ANC member of parliament,
Ellen Kuzwayo, becomes the first
Black woman to receive an hon-
orary degree from the University
of the Witwatersrand.

2 April 2018

Passing of Mme Winnie
Madikizela Mandela
Anti-apartheid and global icon,
Winnie  Madikizela  Mandela
passed on from natural causes in
Johannesburg. A social worker by
profession, Nomzamo Winifred
Zanyiwe Madikizela was born on
28 September 1936 in Bizana in
the E Cape and moved to Johan-
nesburg, where she became in-
volved in the ANC and resistance
to apartheid. She married Nelson
Mandela in 1958, and after his
sentence to life imprisonment in
Robben Island in the 1960s, con-
tinued to keep the flame of resis-
tance alive, and also to care for
their family. A militant, she suffered
imprisonment, harassment, torture
and banishment to Brandfort by

MAMA WINNIE MA
26 September1936-02 April 2018

the regime, but her defiant spirit
remained resilient throughout the
70s and 80s. She was president
of the ANC Women’s League and
member of the National Executive
Committee of the ANC. She was
also a Member of Parliament from
1994-2003 and from 2009 until her
passing in 2018.

3 April 1930

Haile Selassie coronated
as Emperor of Ethiopia
Prime Minister Tafari Makonnen is
proclaimed Emperor Haile Selas-
sie | of Ethiopia, succeeding Em-
press Zewditu as ruler. He contin-
ued his modernization of Ethiopia’s
systems of governance, education,
industry and public service, having
already abolished slavery whilst
serving as prime minster. Emper-
or Haile Selassie was one of the
proponents for the formation of the
Organisation of African Unity, and
hosted the founding conference
of the OAU in Addis Ababa in May
1963. Selassie ruled Ethiopia as
emperor for thirty-seven years, un-
til he was overthrown by Mengistu
Haile Mariam in 1977, who formed
the Derg socialist regime.
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3 April 1968

Vorster announces
establishment of five
‘Black Colleges’

Apartheid South African Prime
Minister BJ Vorster announced
the separation of five black uni-
versity colleges, hitherto under
the auspices of UNISA, after their
reduction to satellites of UNISA
(especially Fort Hare, which was
in existence as the SA Native Col-
lege, already in 1916). This led to
separate and racially segregated
black universities — the Universi-
ty of Fort Hare, University of the
Western Cape, University of the
North (Turfloop), University of
Durban Westville and University
of Zululand.

3 April 2022

Angélique Kidjo wins Best
World Album

Benin’s singer-songwriter Kidjo
won a Grammy Award for Best
World Album for her album, Moth-
er Nature, with a diversity of col-
laborators including Yemi Alade,
Burna Boy, Mr Eazi, Zeynab,
Shungdudzo, Sampa the Great
and Salif Keita.
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INTERNATIONAL AND
NATIONAL DAYS

28 March=3 April 2026

Source: www.un.org, www.au.int, The Africa Fact Book (2020), www.daysoftheyear.com

OUTH AﬁtiCAN FREEDOM MONTH

29 March

World Piano Day

Piano day takes play on the 88th day of each year,
a piano has 88 keys. “Celebrate the piano and ev-
erything around it: performers, composers, piano
builders, tuners, movers and most important, the
listener.” (Nils Frahm)

30 March

World Bipolar Day

The day is observed each year on the occasion of
the death of great artist, Vincent van Gogh, who was
diagnosed as being bipolar after he passed on. Bi-
polar is a mental illness, characterized by extreme
shifts in moods, resulting in mania and depression.

30 March

International Day of Zero Waste

The 2026 observance of International Day of Zero
Waste, under the theme Zero Waste Starts on
Your Plate, focuses on the environmental and so-
cial impacts of food loss and waste. It highlights

the critical need to reduce food waste — which ac-
counts for up to 14% of global methane emissions.
The world wastes food on a staggering scale. Every
year we throw away about 1 billion tonnes of edible
food, nearly one-fifth of all food available to consum-
ers. This impacts both people and the environment.
Around 60 per cent of food waste happens at the
household level. The rest comes mostly from food
service and retail, the result of inefficient food sys-
tems — including production, distribution and con-
sumption. Tackling this issue requires redesigning
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these systems, transitioning towards a more sus-
tainable, circular approach grounded in efficiency,
resilience and sustainability. A zero-waste future
is possible when we all work together — do your
part by consuming thoughtfully, recovering surplus
food, and working to build circular food systems.
Let’'s ensure our food is valued, not wasted.

31 March

Wear a Hat Day

Have fun by wearing a hat, and raise awareness
for people with brain tumors.

1 April

April Fools’ Day

Although the origin of the day is not known, it is
observed through hoaxes and pranks, nowadays
perpetuated through media, including social media,
mainly to see how easily we are all fooled into be-
lieving outrageous things, outright lies and misinfor-
mation.

1 April

Reading is Funny Day

Reading a book of jokes, funny stories or come-
dies show children that books don’t all have to be
serious. “Knock Knock! Who's There? Peas. Peas
Who? Peas open the door for me.”

2 April

World Autism Awareness Day

World Autism Awareness Day is an annual event
that highlights the need for increased awareness
and understanding of autism spectrum disorder. Au-
tism affects millions of people worldwide, impacting
their social, communication, and behavioral skills in
varying degrees. The day serves as a platform to
address the misconceptions and stigma surround-
ing autism, to promote early diagnosis and inter-
vention, and to support the rights and well-being of

This
WORLD AUTISM
AWARENESS

let's create awareness
and help make a change
in society.
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individuals with autism. It is also a time to celebrate
the unique perspectives and talents that people with
autism bring to their communities.

2 April
International Children’s Book Day

T
>

Reading is one of the most powerful tools we can
give our children. It opens doors to new worlds,
builds empathy, and lays the foundation for lifelong
learning. Finding the time to sit down with a good
book can sometimes feel difficult, but dedicating a
specific day to this activity helps make it a priority.
International Children’s Book Day offers the perfect
moment to pause and celebrate the magic of sto-
rytelling. This annual event encourages families,
schools, and communities to come together and
share the joy of reading. It is a reminder that books
provide comfort, spark curiosity, and help children
understand the world around them. International
Children’s Book Day theme for 2026 is: The small
is big in a book.

2 April

Geologist Day

Geology is the study of rocks, and the day was start-
ed in 1966 by a group of Soviet geologists. It is the
primary Earth science and looks at how the earth
formed, its structure, composition, and the types of
processes acting on it. It studies the history of the
earth over the course of its 4.5 billion year life.

3 April

World Aquatic Animal Day

This refers to any animal, whether vertebrae or in-
vertebrate that lives in water for most or all of its live.
They are of special concern, because of the fragility
of their habitats to human intervention.
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South Africans from all walks of life took to the streets on
Human Rights Day, 21 March 2026 in the People’s March
in Defence of Our Sovereignty and Democratic Gains.

21 MARCH 2028

In Defence of Our
Sovereignty and
Democratic Gains

LONG LIVE OUR
SOVEREIGNTY
d g K I @
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— LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE
PLAN PILLAR 1
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For all your service delivery issues,
call toll free number or send an email or
WhatsApp to:

basic.services@anc1912.org.za
+27 81 698 8522 / +27 81 698 8523
h 080 030 1912 (Toll free number)

Issues will be escalated to the relevant department,
municipality, or province.

2026: The Tear of Decilve Acton
o Fix Loenl Government ond
1 Transferm tha Econcmy
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Connect with ANC Today and be part of the
conversation via our social media platforms.

CONMECT WITH US



