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SA’s Investment 
prospects buoyed by 
economic recovery

governments, business, banks 
and development finance institu-
tions.

As investors look to destinations 
that have demonstrated resil-
ience in the face of increasing 
volatile global financial condi-
tions, South Africa presents a fa-
vourable proposition.

We are Africa’s largest economy 
with a diversified industrial base. 
Since we began our first R1,2 tril-
lion investment mobilization drive 
in 2018, we have secured invest-
ment pledges in mining, health-
care, automotive, food and bev-
erage and others, reflecting the 
sophistication of our economy. 

South Africa is also the leading 
destination for renewable energy 
investment on the continent, with 

these investments making up a 
considerable share of the total 
pledges made at previous con-
ferences.

We have a sound policy and reg-
ulatory environment, offering cer-
tainty to investors at a time when 
we are just one of many emerg-
ing markets across the globe vy-
ing for capital.

We are also a gateway for busi-
nesses looking to set up or ex-
pand their operations in Africa. 

Through this conference, as well 
as the five preceding ones, we will 
be seeking to build even greater 
confidence in our country as an 
investment destination, and to 
demonstrate our commitment to 
structural reform, policy certainty 
and policy execution. 

THIS week we welcomed 
delegates from more than 
50 countries to the sixth 
South Africa Investment 

Conference (SAIC) in Sandton, 
Gauteng. 

Since its inception in 2018, the 
SAIC has grown to become a pre-
mier global forum for showcasing 
the attractiveness of investment 
opportunities in our country to 
domestic and international inves-
tors.

Investment conferences play a 
key role in attracting foreign di-
rect investment (FDI) as high 
profile platforms that connect in-
ternational investors with local 
opportunities.

They also facilitate strong part-
nerships by bringing together 
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The green shoots of econom-
ic recovery we are experiencing 
further bolster our position. 

The macroeconomic outlook has 
improved. We experienced four 
consecutive quarters of growth 
by the end of 2025, national debt 
has stabilized and more jobs are 
being created. Last year, our sov-
ereign rating was upgraded for 
the first time in 17 years, and we 
were removed from the Financial 
Action Task Force grey list. 

The structural reform agenda 
being driven through Operation 
Vulindlela has unlocked progress 
in electricity, freight logistics, wa-
ter, telecommunications, and the 
visa system. 

We have brought load-shedding 
to an end and are creating a new, 
competitive electricity market 
that will ensure energy security 
and attract investment.

The country’s logistics sector is 
being rapidly modernised, and 
we are enabling private invest-
ment in port and rail operations. 

Among the projects for which we 
have initiated a Private Sector 
Participation (PSP) process are 
the Ngqura Manganese Export 
Corridor in the Eastern Cape and 
the Richard’s Bay Dry Bulk Ter-
minal in KwaZulu-Natal. 

Last year we also signed a 25–
year concession for the Durban 
Container Terminal Pier 2, repre-
senting R11 billion in private in-
vestment.

A system for third-party access to 
the freight rail network is in place 
and 41 freight rail slots have been 
allocated to private companies.

We have implemented reforms 

to the visa regime to attract new 
skills and promote tourism.

These include operationalising 
the Remote Work Visa, introduc-
ing a Trusted Employer Scheme 
to support major investors, and 
piloting an Electronic Travel Au-
thorisation system.

By showcasing the progress and 
durability of the reform agenda, 
our goal is to grow the pool of in-
ward investment from businesses 
and countries that will ultimately 
be a bridge to new markets, tech-
nologies and networks for South 
Africa. This year’s conference 
has to date attracted more than 1 
000 delegates from more than 50 
countries.

At the end of our first five-year 
investment mobilization drive in 
2024 we exceeded our target 
by 26 per cent, securing pledg-
es valued at R1,57 trillion. Over 
300 projects were initiated and to 
date, 161 of these have been fi-
nalized or are under construction. 

The pledges have not been 
merely vague commitments and 
promises, but have materialized 

as tangible, brick-and-mortar 
projects that are creating jobs for 
our people. 

Last year I opened the Platreef 
Mine in Mokopane in Limpo-
po that is positioned to play a 
leading role in the production of 
sought-after critical minerals for 
the energy transition. 

This facility that employs more 
than 2 000 workers from the local 
community and is partly owned 
by a community trust, emanated 
from a R2,8 billion investment 
pledge by Ivanhoe Mines at the 
South Africa Investment Confer-
ence in 2022. 

Last year I also visited the BMW 
plant in Rosslyn in Tshwane 
where the automotive giant has 
invested R4,2 billion for electrifi-
cation of its only plant on the con-
tinent that will be producing the 
BMW X3 Plug-in Hybrid electric 
vehicle. This was also an invest-
ment pledged at the SAIC.

By showcasing our unique and 
favourable proposition as an in-
vestment destination of choice, 
we have set ourselves the goal 
of mobilizing R2 trillion in new in-
vestments by 2028.

As we strive to achieve growth 
that creates jobs for our people, 
this next phase will move from 
pledges towards implementation. 
This year’s investment confer-
ence stands at the crossroads of 
opportunity and ambition. 

The clear message we will be de-
livering is that we remain commit-
ted to staying the course on fis-
cal discipline, to accelerating the 
momentum of the reform agenda 
– and to leveraging investment 
to build an economy that is inclu-
sive, transformed and that bene-
fits all. n
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THIS conference has 
demonstrated that our 
economy is entering a new 
phase of growth. 

Having witnessed and heard the 
announcement of commitments 
of investment that will be made in 
our country, I can confidently say 
there is a strong case for invest-
ment in South Africa today. 

Through the structural reform 
agenda, we have brought about 
a new era of hope and promise 
for South Africa, and positioned 
our economy as one of the lead-
ing destinations for investment in 
emerging markets. 

The pledges made today have 
highlighted many of our unique 
advantages – a sophisticated fi-
nancial sector, deep capital mar-
kets, unparalleled wind and solar 

energy resources, cutting-edge 
digital infrastructure, and above 
all a young and growing popula-
tion. 

But more importantly, South Afri-
ca is a constitutional democracy 
whose supreme law is the Con-
stitution. The rule of law is cen-
tral to South Africa’s constitution-
al democracy. It underpins legal 
certainty, rights protection and 
accountable government; and is 
essential for social justice and 
economic development. 

The cumulative value of the 
pledges made at this conference 
are the highest we have achieved 
since the first South Africa Invest-
ment Conference. It is also the 
highest number of projects. 

Much of this is domestic capital 
– demonstrating the strong and 

growing confidence of South Af-
rican investors in our own econ-
omy. 

Investors from offshore-based 
companies have also increased 
phenomenally, adding to our 
foreign direct investment (FDI) 
flows. 

We have also seen significant 
participation from development 
finance institutions. 

These investments span across 
all nine provinces, affirming their 
potential as engine rooms of 
growth. 

In KwaZulu-Natal, Toyota will be 
investing R10,4 billion in prepar-
ing for the energy transition in the 
automotive sector. 

In Mpumalanga and the Free 
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State, Sasol has committed R60 
billion to upgrade their plants and 
to deploy the latest technologies. 

In Limpopo, Valterra Platinum is 
investing in new mining shafts, 
a smelter and other operations, 
providing key inputs for the prod-
ucts of the future. 

In the Northern Cape as well as 
the Hillside smelter in KwaZu-
lu-Natal, South32 is investing 
R3,9 billion in rail infrastructure 
upgrades at their manganese 
mines. 

In Gauteng and the Western 
Cape, Actom, a black owned 
electrotechnical manufacturing 
company, is investing R250 mil-
lion in equipment to support grid 
expansion, including transform-
ers, high voltage equipment and 
batteries for energy storage. 

In the Eastern and Western 
Cape, Teleperformance is invest-
ing R145 million in global busi-
ness services, an investment that 
will create 2 600 jobs. 

In North West, Mulilo is investing 
R14,8 billion in a total of four re-

newable energy projects in the 
province as well as in the Free 
State and the Western Cape. 

As government we are more than 
coming to the party, matching our 
commitment to sustained reform 
with capital with the largest infra-
structure investment intervention 
in our country’s history. 

The task before us is to double 
fixed investment that is currently 
at 15 per cent for a sustained pe-
riod of time. 

The reality is that even as we 
have progress to celebrate, we 
are still a long way off from meet-
ing our growth targets. 

South Africa’s investment case 
is not in doubt, and the reform 
agenda has proven to be consis-
tent and measurable. 

But there is a gap between im-
proved sentiment on one hand, 
and greater capital deployment 
that translates to strong growth 
and jobs on the other. 

The structural reform agenda is 
irreversible, and firmly embedded 
within the state.  It is supported 
by strong and robust regulatory 
architecture that act as guard-
rails and ensure predictability for 
investors. 

We have anchored the reform 
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agenda to ensure lasting, mea-
surable change. 

We must now leverage its mo-
mentum to close the gaps, to-
gether. 

I wish to acknowledge the lead-
ership and decisive contribution 
of business to South Africa’s eco-
nomic recovery. This contribution 
has not been peripheral, but in-
strumental. 

When the sixth administration 
took office in 2019, we were de-
termined to build a government 
that was open to collaboration 
and to finding shared solutions to 
common problems. 

We extended the hand of part-
nership to the private sector. This 
was met by a willingness to en-
gage, to take us at our word, and 
to support the reform agenda. 

When we launched the first na-
tional investment drive with a 
target of R1.2 trillion, the private 
sector responded with billions of 
rands in investment pledges to 
support growth, job creation and 
industrial expansion. 

In 2020, we worked together 
across society to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, to stabilise 
the economy and to protect jobs. 

When we announced the Eco-
nomic Reconstruction and Re-
covery Plan (ERRP), business 
rallied alongside us to design ini-
tiatives to support businesses to 
recover and grow. 

The private sector has support-
ed our efforts to expand employ-
ment and skills development, and 
has to date created more than 
200,000 work opportunities for 
young people through the Youth 
Employment Service. 

Collaboration with the private 
sector and other social partners 
helped shape the Just Energy 
Transition Investment Plan that 
has enabled us to mobilise cli-
mate finance while safeguarding 
jobs in affected industries. 

Today, through the Government 
Business Partnership that is cur-
rently in its third phase, we are 
working together to improve the 
performance of our logistics sys-
tem, to achieve long-term energy 
security, and to deal decisively 
with crime and corruption. 

This collaboration reflects a deep 
and maturing partnership, and a 
uniquely South African approach 
to mobilising the skills, energy 
and talent that we have in abun-
dance. 

We are determined to sustain the 

momentum we have built, with a 
single-minded focus on achieving 
more rapid and inclusive growth. 

That includes reforming our crim-
inal justice system and tackling 
crime and corruption, so that 
businesses can invest and oper-
ate without fear. 

We are deploying multidisci-
plinary teams to dismantle or-
ganised crime networks and root 
out police who are complicit in 
working with criminals – while 
strengthening the independence 
and capability of agencies such 
as the Special Investigating Unit, 
the National Prosecuting Author-
ity and the Hawks to investigate 
and prosecute corruption. 

Soon we will be establishing a 
new criminal justice reform initia-
tive modelled on the success of 
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Operation Vulindlela in advanc-
ing economic reform. It will focus 
on organised crime, corruption, 
the illicit economy, and illegal fire-
arms. 

By the middle of this year we will 
also be finalising the new Public 
Procurement Act regulations that 
will enable us to root out corrup-
tion in public procurement. 

We have come a long way in a 
short space of time. 

Ten years ago, we were in the 
throes of state capture. Our econ-
omy was stagnating, and policy 
uncertainty was higher than ever 
before. 

Today, the green shoots of renew-
al are emerging. We have turned 
a corner. And confidence in our 
economic trajectory is rising. 

Our task now is to build on this 
progress, to create a dynamic 
and thriving economy and a more 
inclusive society. 

We will not rest until it is com-
plete, and until every South Afri-
can benefits from the fruit of eco-
nomic progress. 

We invite you to continue walking 
this journey with us, not only as 
investors, but as long-term part-
ners in South Africa’s develop-
ment. 

You are not merely investing in 
an economy, you are investing 
in a nation determined to grow, 
transform, and succeed. 

I would like to thank our gener-
ous sponsors for stepping up to 
support this conference.

I would like to also thank the De-
partment of Trade and Industry 
led by Minister Tau, the leader-

ship of InvestSA, Infrastructure 
South Africa, the Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation, Brand SA, 
Transnet, and all our partners for 
their hard work. 

We are pleased that labour par-
ticipate in today’s deliberations. 
They are an essential part of 
the government/business labour 
partnership. 

This has been an exempla-
ry conference. The feedback I 
have been getting from you in 
this room that it has really been 
the best-organised, with produc-
tive, targeted, outcomes-based 
sessions and an extremely high 
quality of speakers. Well, as a 
speaker, I agree! 

Just as was evidenced by our 
hosting of the G20 Summit and 
B20 Summit last year, South Af-

rica is up there with the best in 
the world when it comes to or-
ganising international events of 
this nature. We thank you for this 
valuable feedback. 

As we leave this conference, let 
us carry forward the momentum. 

This is just the start, we still have 
much farther to go. Let us turn 
commitments into projects on 
the ground and translate plans to 
progress. 

South Africa is rising. 

Those who see our economy’s 
potential and invest now will be 
rewarded in years to come. 

We look forward to walking this 
journey of growth and change 
with you until the next investment 
conference. n



7 ANC Today

EDITORIAL

Why the Sunday Times’ SABC Story 
Fails the Test of Ethics, Fairness 

and the Press Code

A free and independent 
media is indispensable 
to democracy. It is one 
of the hard-won gains 

of our constitutional order. But 
press freedom is not a licence for 
recklessness, nor a shield for in-
nuendo. It does not exempt jour-
nalists from the obligations of ac-
curacy, fairness, verification and 
balance.

That is why the Sunday Times 
story of 22 March 2026, alleg-
ing that the ANC “muscled” the 
SABC into axing Face the Nation, 
is deeply troubling. It is not mere-
ly poor reporting. It is an example 
of what happens when a major 
publication abandons journalistic 
discipline in favour of sensation-
alism, conjecture, and politically 

convenient narrative.

At the centre of the article is a 
grave accusation that the ANC 
and senior government leaders 
interfered in the editorial and pro-
gramming decisions of the public 
broadcaster to punish a journalist 
for being “too harsh.” This alle-
gation strikes at the heart of con-
stitutional democracy, editorial 
independence and the abuse of 
political power. Such an allega-
tion demands hard evidence, rig-
orous verification and scrupulous 
adherence to the Press Code. 
The Sunday Times appears to 
have offered none of these.

Another glaring failure is that the 
ANC, explicitly accused in the 
headline and throughout the ar-

ticle, was never afforded an op-
portunity to comment before pub-
lication. The Press Code of the 
Press Council of South Africa is 
unambiguous. The media must 
seek the views of the subject of 
critical reportage in advance. 
That is not an optional courtesy. 
It is a fundamental rule of fair 
journalism. You cannot publish 
a front-page allegation that the 
ANC “muscled” the SABC while 
relying on vague whispers from 
unnamed insiders and bypassing 
the primary accused party. That 
is rumour dressed up as investi-
gative journalism. A story of this 
magnitude cannot be built on 
omission, insinuation and unat-
tributed claims.

That weakness becomes fatal 
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when examined against the facts. 
The article insinuates that the “final 
straw” was Clement Manyathela’s 
January interview with Vincent 
Magwenya. But in December 
2025, all SABC News contrac-
tors, including the Face the Nation 
team, were formally notified that 
their contracts would end on 31 
March 2026. If contractors were 
notified in December, the theory 
that a January interview triggered 
political retaliation and led to the 
show’s cancellation collapses.

Yet instead of interrogating the 
timeline, the Sunday Times 
rushed toward a sensational 
headline: “ANC muscles SABC 
to axe ‘harsh’ show.” This state-
ment is presented as fact, yet the 
article itself does not establish it. 
Even those quoted do not sub-
stantiate it. Manyathela himself 
does not claim to possess evi-
dence of political interference. 
He merely says he “wouldn’t be 
surprised” if there had been pres-
sure. Suspicion is not proof. 

That raises a serious Press Code 

problem. Headlines must fairly 
reflect the substance of the sto-
ry and not mislead the public. A 
newspaper cannot take anon-
ymous claims, contradicted by 
timelines and unsupported by 
direct evidence and elevate them 
into a declarative headline. 

The article’s heavy reliance on 
anonymous sources compounds 
the problem. Confidential sourc-
ing can be legitimate and even 
necessary. But anonymity is not 
a substitute for evidence. 

Anonymous claims must be in-
dependently corroborated, test-
ed against available facts and 
treated with exceptional caution. 
Here, however, the story is sat-
urated with phrases such as “is 
said to have,” “sources said,” 
“appears to have been,” “alleged-
ly,” and “another insider.” That is 
not the language of verified fact. 
It is the language of speculation 
masquerading as reporting.

More troubling is the apparent 
disregard for facts that under-

mined the preferred narrative. 

The SABC’s explanation for the 
non-renewal of Face the Na-
tion is detailed and operationally 
plausible: standard end-of-cycle 
contract notices issued in De-
cember; repeated pre-emption 
due to extended live coverage 
of nationally significant proceed-
ings; production costs incurred 
when the programme did not air; 
a high-cost structure, including 
a premium presenter fee and a 
dedicated producer; underperfor-
mance relative to its slot; failure to 
meet market-leading targets; and 
a broader strategic shift affect-
ing other programmes, including 
On Point. These are institution-
al facts any serious journalist is 
duty-bound to interrogate before 
alleging political censorship. One 
may question them, probe them, 
even dispute them. But one can-
not ignore them because they 
complicate a more dramatic story.

This episode reflects a familiar 
tendency in sections of South 
African media where a presenter 
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becomes a heroic sym-
bol of accountability. Any 
programming change that 
affects him negatively 
becomes political perse-
cution. But no presenter 
must be above institution-
al review. No programme 
is immune from commer-
cial, strategic or sched-
uling decisions. Every 
newsroom, including the 
Sunday Times, routine-
ly reviews, reformats or 
discontinues content. To 
deny the SABC that same 
discretion, without proof of im-
proper interference, is intellectu-
ally dishonest.

None of this suggests the SABC 
should be beyond scrutiny. As 
the public broadcaster, it carries 
a heightened obligation to act 
transparently and independent-
ly. Major programming decisions 
should be communicated clear-
ly, especially where public confi-
dence and perceptions of politi-
cal pressure are involved.

But demanding transparency 
from the SABC does not absolve 
the Sunday Times of its own ob-
ligations. 

Media cannot insist on account-
ability for others while exempting 
itself from the same standards. 

A newspaper with its reach and 
influence can inflict serious rep-
utational damage on institutions 
and individuals. That power de-
mands that the media should ver-
ify before accusing, distinguish 
fact from conjecture and ensure 
headlines do not outrun evi-
dence. On these measures, this 
story fails. When a publication 
cannot substantiate a politically 
explosive claim yet publishes it 
as fact, it does not strengthen de-
mocracy. It weakens trust in jour-
nalism itself.

South Africa needs a fearless, 
free, independent and critical 
media. The ANC has historical-
ly defended that principle, not 
because it is comfortable, but 
because it is essential. But fear-
lessness is not carelessness. 
Independence is not immunity 
from ethics. Credibility cannot be 
built on conjecture. If the Sunday 
Times wishes to hold others ac-
countable, it must first submit it-
self to the same standard.

A free press is vital. But a free 
press that abandons evidence 
for innuendo discredits itself and 
weakens the democracy it claims 
to defend. n

‘ Truth does indeed have immense 
power; yet it remains extremely 
elusive. No single person, no body 
of opinion, no political or religious 
doctrine, no political party or 
government can claim to have 
a monopoly on truth.

Nelson Mandela to the International Press Institute Congress
14 February 1994
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From Diplomacy to Development: 
What the 9th SA–China Bi-National 

Commission Must Mean for South Africa

THE 9th South Africa–Chi-
na Bi-National Commis-
sion, co-chaired in Cape 
Town by Deputy Presi-

dent Paul Mashatile and China’s 
Vice President Han Zheng on 26 
March 2026, arrives at a decisive 
moment in world history. The in-
ternational order is shifting. Eco-
nomic gravity is moving. Trade 
routes are being rethought. Tech-
nology, infrastructure, industrial 
capacity and sovereign control 
over strategic minerals are now 
central questions of power. In 
this environment, South Africa 
cannot engage the world as a 
passive observer, nor as a junior 
partner grateful for attention. We 
must engage as a country seek-
ing to convert diplomatic relation-
ships into productive capacity, 
employment, industrial deepen-
ing and national renewal. The 
stated theme of the Commission 
“South Africa–China Relations 
in an Era of Global Transforma-
tion: Advancing Shared Mod-
ernisation” is therefore not a 
ceremonial slogan. It is, or ought 
to be, a developmental challenge 
to the South African state and the 
broader liberation movement. 

The Bi-National Commission 
matters because it is not just an-
other bilateral meeting. It is the 
apex structured mechanism guid-
ing relations between South Afri-
ca and China. That means it must 

be judged not by the warmth of 
speeches or the elegance of 
communiqués, but by whether it 
produces measurable movement 
in trade structure, infrastructure 
delivery, technology transfer, in-
dustrial upgrading, skills forma-
tion, logistics reform and long-
term state capability. Deputy 
President Mashatile’s opening 
and closing remarks were cor-
rect to emphasise the enduring 
strategic partnership between 
our two countries and to reaffirm 
the importance of the BNC as a 
platform for long-term coopera-
tion. But the deeper question for 
South Africans is far more con-
crete: how do we ensure that this 
relationship helps us build the 

productive foundations of a more 
equal, more capable and more 
sovereign economy? 

This is where honesty is re-
quired. South Africa’s relation-
ship with China has long been 
framed in broad, positive and 
sometimes abstract language: 
solidarity, friendship, partner-
ship, South–South cooperation, 
mutual respect. All of that has its 
place. But countries do not rise 
on sentiment alone. Nations de-
velop when political relationships 
are translated into infrastructure, 
factories, energy security, inno-
vation systems, skilled labour, 
market access and institutional 
discipline. If the 9th BNC means 

n By FAIEZ JACOBS
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anything of consequence, it must 
mark a move from diplomatic 
symbolism to developmental ex-
ecution.

The official messaging around 
this week’s engagements points 
in the right direction. Ahead of 
the meeting, the Presidency 
highlighted infrastructure devel-
opment, trade and broader co-
operation as major themes. At 
the Economic and Trade Forum 
on 27 March, the Deputy Presi-
dent was more explicit: bilateral 
trade increased from USD 34.2 
billion in 2024 to USD 36.4 bil-
lion in 2025, a rise of 6.4%; Chi-
nese investment in South Africa 
has reportedly reached USD 8.11 
billion across 103 foreign direct 
investment projects, creating 
5 694 jobs; and South African 
firms have also invested in Chi-
na in sectors ranging from ICT to 
health and manufacturing. These 
are important indicators of depth 
and momentum. But we must re-
sist the temptation to confuse vol-
ume with transformation. Trade 
growth is not the same as indus-
trialisation. Investment inflows 
are not the same as structural 
change. Job numbers, while wel-
come, do not automatically tell 
us whether an economy is climb-
ing the value chain or remaining 
trapped at the bottom of it. 

This is the heart of the matter. 
South Africa’s strategic task is 
not simply to trade more with 
China. It is to trade better. It is 
to reshape the composition of 
that trade in a way that breaks 
our historical pattern of exporting 
raw and semi-processed materi-
als while importing higher-value 
manufactured goods. That old 
pattern may generate customs 
statistics, but it does not build a 
developmental state. It does not 
create broad-based productive 
jobs at scale. It does not deep-
en domestic technological capa-
bility. It does not rescue us from 
the colonial logic of extraction. In 
fact, unless consciously correct-
ed, it can reproduce that logic un-
der modern conditions.

To his credit, Deputy President 
Mashatile appears to understand 
this danger. In his remarks to the 
Trade Forum, he stated plainly 
that there is still much work to be 
done to diversify South Africa’s 
exports away from raw commod-
ities. He linked the future of the 
relationship to mineral beneficia-
tion, electric vehicle and battery 
manufacturing, clean energy, in-
frastructure, textiles, leather, ICT, 
agriculture, agro-processing and 
special economic zones. This is 
exactly the language South Afri-
ca should be using – not because 

slogans about beneficiation are 
new, but because the material 
conditions now make them un-
avoidable. The world is reordering 
around green industrialisation, 
resilient supply chains, strategic 
mineral access and regional pro-
duction hubs. South Africa has 
critical minerals, industrial heri-
tage, financial sophistication, a 
continental market horizon and 
a relatively advanced logistics 
position. What we have lacked is 
not possibility, but disciplined ex-
ecution. 

That is why the SA–China rela-
tionship must now be understood 
through a sharper strategic lens. 
China is not simply a big market 
or a source of cheap imports. Nor 
is it merely a geopolitical counter-
weight to the West. It is a state 
with long planning horizons, in-
stitutional discipline, manufac-
turing depth, infrastructure ex-
ecution capability and a clear 
understanding of how economic 
instruments serve national pow-
er. South Africa should learn from 
that seriousness without copying 
mechanically. Our task is not im-
itation. It is adaptation. We must 
ask: what elements of strategic 
planning, infrastructure coordina-
tion, industrial sequencing, proj-
ect monitoring and state-market 
alignment can we internalise in 
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a democratic South African con-
text? That is the real value of the 
relationship.

There are at least five areas 
where the 9th BNC should force 
sharper national thinking.

First, infrastructure. South Afri-
ca’s logistics bottlenecks are no 
longer a technical irritation; they 
are a strategic brake on growth. 
Rail weakness, port congestion, 
freight inefficiency and uneven 
energy reliability raise the cost 
of doing business, suppress ex-
ports, weaken industrial compet-
itiveness and feed public frustra-
tion. If deeper cooperation with 
China can help accelerate in-
frastructure delivery, modernise 
transport systems, improve lo-
gistics coordination and unlock 
project finance tied to actual ex-
ecution, then the relationship can 
have economy-wide multiplier ef-
fects. But those projects must be 
negotiated in a way that grows 
South African capacity rather 
than entrenching dependency. 
We cannot become consumers of 
turnkey solutions alone. We must 
build local engineering, project 
management, technical training 
and supplier ecosystems around 
every major intervention. 

Second, industrial policy. South 
Africa must stop speaking of in-
dustrialisation as a moral aspi-
ration and start governing it as 
a practical system. That means 
aligning mineral policy, energy 
availability, logistics, incentives, 
finance, technical education, 
standards, localisation rules and 
export strategy. In this regard, 
cooperation with China should 
be judged against a single ques-
tion: does it help us move from 
extraction to value addition? If 
we export manganese, plati-
num-group metals, vanadium, 
chrome and rare inputs, what 

downstream manufacturing are 
we building here? If electric ve-
hicles and battery systems are 
part of the global future, where 
is South Africa locating itself in 
those chains? If special econom-
ic zones are to matter, are they 
becoming platforms for domes-
tic capability, or just enclaves of 
isolated activity? These are the 
questions that determine whether 
a bilateral relationship is develop-
mental or merely transactional.

Third, technology and skills. 
Shared modernisation cannot 
mean importing finished tech-
nology while our people remain 
consumers, assemblers or by-
standers. It must include a seri-
ous programme of skills transfer, 
research collaboration, technical 
education, digital capability and 
opportunities for South African 
youth in sectors that will shape 
the next economy. This means 
TVET reform, university-industry 
partnerships, artisan pipelines, 
applied AI, advanced manufac-
turing competencies, and practi-
cal workplace learning linked to 
real industrial projects. A strategic 
relationship with China should be 
opening those doors much wider. 

If it does not, then “modernisa-
tion” remains rhetorical.

Fourth, trade structure. The rise 
in bilateral trade is important, but 
South Africa must push harder for 
export diversification, better mar-
ket access for value-added South 
African goods, and more coher-
ent support for domestic produc-
ers seeking to enter Chinese and 
wider Asian value chains. Trade 
policy must serve production. 
Production must serve jobs. Jobs 
must serve social stability and 
dignity. Without that sequence, 
numbers on a trade dashboard 
mean very little to a household 
without income, to a graduate 
without a pathway, or to a town-
ship entrepreneur facing a flood 
of imports without local support. 

Fifth, state capacity. This may 
be the most important of all. No 
bilateral relationship, however 
promising, can substitute for a 
capable domestic state. South 
Africa’s recurring weakness is not 
the absence of policy language 
but the inability to sustain imple-
mentation discipline. We often 
identify the right sectors, the right 
partnerships and the right rheto-
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ric. But we fail on coordination, 
sequencing, monitoring, account-
ability and institutional stamina. 
That is why so many strategic 
opportunities pass through our 
hands without leaving durable 
economic architecture behind. 
The real challenge posed by the 
9th BNC is therefore also an in-
ternal one: can South Africa build 
the statecraft required to convert 
external partnerships into inter-
nal transformation?

For the ANC, this moment should 
carry a deeper political lesson. 
The movement was never meant 
to be a custodian of managed de-
cline. It was meant to be the po-
litical instrument through which 
democratic power is turned into 
social justice, material progress 
and the expansion of human 
possibility. That requires a return 
to developmental seriousness. 
Not nostalgia. Not empty anti-im-
perial posturing. Not unthinking 
celebration of any foreign pow-
er. But sober, strategic engage-
ment rooted in national interest, 
Pan-African perspective and the 
concrete upliftment of our people.

We must therefore reject two 
equally shallow positions. The 
first is the reflexive suspicion 
that every deepening of relations 
with China is inherently danger-
ous. That view is often shaped by 
old geopolitical habits, selective 
moralism and an unwillingness 
to accept that the world is no lon-
ger unipolar. The second is an 
uncritical romanticism that treats 
all South–South cooperation as 
automatically progressive. It is 
not. Partnerships become pro-
gressive only when they alter 
material conditions in favour of 
the people. The correct position 
is strategic clarity: South Africa 
must engage China confidently, 
pragmatically and with discipline, 
extracting value where inter-
ests align, guarding sovereignty 
where necessary, and insisting 
on outcomes that advance our 
developmental agenda.

That is why the phrase “shared 
modernisation” must now be 
translated into a South African 
programme of action. It must 
mean faster infrastructure execu-
tion. It must mean beneficiation 

linked to industrial policy. It must 
mean energy transition opportu-
nities owned not only by global 
capital, but by South African la-
bour, firms and communities. It 
must mean youth skills connect-
ed to actual production systems. 
It must mean ports that work, rail 
that moves, projects that finish, 
factories that expand and exports 
that carry more South African in-
telligence and labour within them.

If the 9th BNC becomes part of 
that story, it will deserve to be re-
membered as a serious turning 
point. If it remains only a high-lev-
el diplomatic ritual, it will join the 
long list of missed opportunities 
that have haunted South Africa’s 
democratic era.

The challenge, then, is simple to 
state, even if difficult to achieve: 
we must move from diplomacy 
to development, from protocol to 
production, from relationship to 
results. That is the real test of the 
moment. And that is the standard 
by which South Africans should 
judge the 9th South Africa–China 
Bi-National Commission. n
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Forging UN Multilateral Compact Governance 
in the Era of Lethal Autonomous Weapons: 
Restricting AI Military Decision-Making

AS nation-states accel-
erate the development 
of AI-enabled auton-
omous weapons sys-

tems (AWS) in pursuit of strate-
gic sovereignty, the existential 
risks posed by algorithmic deci-
sion-making in lethal force tran-
scend national borders. The 
international community must 
move beyond fragmented ethical 
guidelines and voluntary national 
policies to forge a binding mul-
tilateral compact. This compact 
must enshrine human primacy 
– not as a mere operational pref-
erence but as an inviolable legal 
and ethical boundary governing 
the command and control of le-
thal force on the battlefield.

The Paradigm Shift in 
Military Affairs
The rapid advancement of arti-
ficial intelligence is catalyzing a 
fundamental transformation in 
warfare. Military operations are 
evolving from automated systems 
to lethal autonomous weapons 
systems capable of independent-
ly selecting and engaging tar-
gets without human intervention. 
While these technologies prom-
ise tactical advantages such as 
speed and precision, their un-
checked proliferation presents 
an alarming threat. Nation-states 
must not relinquish ultimate au-
thority over life and death to al-

gorithms. The principle that deci-
sions of war remain anchored in 
human judgment, accountability, 
and conscience is the founda-
tion upon which any meaningful 
governance framework must be 
built. Such a framework should 
be grounded in constitutional 
supremacy and human rights 
protections, principles upheld by 
South Africa’s constitutional de-
mocracy, which affirms equality 
and human dignity.

The Insufficiency of 
Voluntary and 
Fragmented Policies
Current voluntary and fragment-
ed national policies are inade-
quate to mitigate the existential 
risks stemming from strategic 
instability, algorithmic failure, and 
erosion of human accountabili-

ty. Instead, a multilateral gover-
nance framework centered on 
the binding principle of Meaning-
ful Human Control (MHC) is es-
sential. By establishing verifiable 
standards, robust verification 
mechanisms, and a dedicated 
diplomatic forum, states can col-
lectively govern AI in the military 
domain, preserving the core te-
nets of International Humanitar-
ian Law (IHL) and ensuring that 
decisions over life and death 
remain in accountable human 
hands.

Understanding Lethal 
Autonomous Weapons 
Systems (LAWS)
Lethal Autonomous Weapons 
Systems – such as drones and 
autonomous missiles are no 
longer futuristic concepts but 

n By TSHILIDZI MUNYAI
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rapidly approaching operational 
deployment in recent conflicts. 
Defensive autonomous systems, 
including anti-personnel and an-
ti-vehicle mines, already operate 
independently once triggered. 
Fundamentally, LAWS are weap-
on systems capable of selecting 
and engaging targets without hu-
man intervention, marking a pro-
found evolution from manual to 
automated and now autonomous 
military technologies.

Unlike prior innovations designed 
solely to enhance range, speed, 
and precision, LAWS shift critical 
decision-making target selection 
and engagement from humans 
to machines. This shift reflects 
both technological advances 
and a fundamental reassignment 
of authority to use lethal force. 
However, key terms such as “hu-
man control,” “intervention,” and 
“lethality” remain ambiguously 
defined, creating uncertainty in 
governance efforts. The absence 
of a universal framework is large-
ly due to divergent national po-
sitions: some states assert that 
existing international law suffic-
es; others demand outright prohi-
bition on moral and humanitarian 
grounds; while many advocate a 
middle ground, banning certain 
applications and regulating oth-
ers. These divisions underscore 
the urgent need for consistent in-
ternational standards.

Ethical and Legal Debates 
Surrounding Autonomous 
Weapons
The deployment of autonomous 
weapons has sparked intense de-
bate among military strategists, 
roboticists, and ethicists, partic-
ularly regarding compliance with 
humanitarian and legal norms, 
notably the Geneva Conven-
tions. Delegating life-and-death 
decisions to machines risks un-

dermining core principles of re-
sponsibility, proportionality, and 
distinction. This raises urgent 
questions about whether such 
systems can meet the standards 
expected of human combatants.

A critical distinction lies between 
automation and autonomy. Auto-
mation involves predictable, fixed 
execution of pre-programmed in-
structions without behavioral ad-
aptation – like landmines, which 
detonate upon pressure without 
distinguishing civilians from com-
batants. Autonomy, by contrast, 
implies a system’s capacity to 
perceive, decide, and act with-
in context with minimal human 
input, often via AI or machine 
learning. 

This difference is pivotal to legal 
and ethical debates, influencing 
proportionality, accountability, 
and IHL compliance. The degree 
of human control whether active, 
supervisory, or absent further dif-
ferentiates these systems.

Human involvement spans a 
spectrum from “in-the-loop,” 
where humans approve target-
ing decisions; to “on-the-loop,” 
where humans supervise and 

intervene if necessary; to “out-of-
the-loop,” where systems operate 
independently post-activation. As 
autonomy increases, algorith-
mic decision-making becomes 
opaque, complicating prediction, 
control, and accountability.

Arguments For and 
Against Autonomous 
Weapons
Proponents argue that autono-
mous weapons offer military ad-
vantages: force multiplication, 
extended operational reach, en-
durance beyond human limits, 
and emotion-free, data-driven 
decision-making that may reduce 
violations of IHL. Autonomous 
systems may also reliably report 
unethical conduct, unlike humans 
who may conceal violations.

Conversely, critics warn that 
LAWS threaten fundamental IHL 
principles – distinction, propor-
tionality, and accountability. Algo-
rithms may fail to reliably differ-
entiate civilians from combatants, 
increasing collateral damage 
risks. The United Nations has 
echoed this concern, urging a 
moratorium pending international 
regulation.
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The Imperative of 
Accountability
Accountability remains para-
mount. IHL requires individuals 
be held responsible for unlawful 
acts; autonomous systems cre-
ate an accountability void, com-
plicating attribution of war crimes. 
Moreover, autonomous weapons 
could destabilize global security 
by lowering conflict thresholds 
and triggering arms races.

In December 2024, the UN Gen-
eral Assembly passed a resolu-
tion with overwhelming support 
endorsing a two-tiered gover-
nance system combining regula-
tion and prohibition. This signals 
growing consensus on the urgen-
cy of LAWS governance.

Current Governance 
Efforts and Challenges
Efforts to regulate LAWS pri-
marily occur via the UN Group 
of Governmental Experts under 
the Convention on Certain Con-
ventional Weapons (CCW), but 
progress is slow due to geopolit-
ical disagreements. Complemen-
tary soft law instruments – ethical 
declarations, codes of conduct, 
and national AI principles – re-
flect a global trend toward princi-
pled governance rather than out-
right prohibition.

Key priorities include establish-
ing clear, universally accepted 
definitions of LAWS and “mean-
ingful human control” to enable 
consistent regulation. Multilat-
eral compacts should codify 
MHC into binding military doc-
trines and procurement policies. 
Cross-domain coordination is es-
sential, integrating ethical, legal, 
technical, and military expertise 
in intergovernmental task forc-
es. National agencies dedicated 
to ethical oversight of military AI 
can bridge gaps between inno-

vation and accountability. A per-
manent international governance 
body, such as a standing commit-
tee under the CCW or the UN, 
should continuously update stan-
dards, investigate violations, and 
promote transparency through 
mechanisms like voluntary LAWS 
registries.

Critical Concerns in the 
Proliferation of Military AI
The proliferation of AI in military 
contexts poses profound chal-
lenges. Unrestricted deployment 
risks eroding human oversight 
and ethical constraints funda-
mental to international stability. 
Four critical concerns demand 
urgent attention:
I.	 Removal of essential human 

decision checkpoints;
II.	 Technological interventionism 

violating sovereignty;
III.	Undermining commanders’ 

authority by algorithmic rec-
ommendations;

IV.	Delegation of life-and-death 
decisions to algorithms, break-
ing accountability norms.

A human-centered approach de-
mands unwavering human pri-
macy, transparency, and control 
mechanisms. Human judgment – 
rooted in experience, accountabil-
ity, and ethics cannot be supplant-
ed by algorithmic optimization. 

Strategic maturity requires reject-
ing technological supremacy as a 
path to security, emphasizing mu-
tual respect and stability.

The Way Forward: Binding 
Multilateral Governance
The international community 
must establish clear red lines, 
prohibit fully autonomous lethal 
weapons, and mandate human 
control. Multilateral governance 
frameworks with institutional au-
thority and enforcement are es-
sential. The United Nations must 
coordinate binding agreements, 
verification protocols, and inclu-
sive governance, ensuring equi-
table representation.

The future of military AI will deter-
mine whether technology fosters 
stability or precipitates automat-
ed conflict. This choice is ours 
to make now. In final analysis, I 
argue that we can protect our na-
tional sovereignty through a Unit-
ed Nations multilateral platform 
based on binding text based ne-
gotiation and coordination rather 
than making hollow speeches 
without progress. n

Tshilidzi Munyai is an ANC 
Member of Parliament & Whip on 
Defence & Military Veterans Port-
folio Committee (NA). He writes 
in his personal capacity.
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FREEDOM OR DEATH!
Celebrating the 39th Anniversary 

of the South African Youth Congress

SOUTH Africa commem-
orates the 39th anniver-
sary of one of the organi-
sations that changed the 
course of history, openly 

defying the heavy hand of the 
State of Emergency which stifled 
political activity, dared a system 
that killed its opponents with im-
punity, including the youth who in 
the face of a brute force openly 
declared: Freedom or Death –
Victory Is Certain! This became 
a lodestar which guided the 
young lions, a reference to the 
brave youth at the time, a period 
that became a fait accompli, a 
declaration of war and open defi-
ance of the heinous regime.

The apartheid security appara-
tus ignored the blind spots of the 
time. Many youth organisations 
sprung across the country at a 
time when in 1985 the African Na-
tional Congress (ANC) declared 
it “The Year of the Youth” and 
a clarion call to “Render South 
Africa Ungovernable and Apart-
heid Unworkable”, plunging the 
state into total chaos, shaking its 
foundations to the levels of panic, 
resorting to extra-judicial killings, 
kidnappings, detentions without 
trial and political bannings as a 
counter-offensive against the lib-
eration movement.

In 1987 a giant was born, repli-
cating itself in all corners of the 

country, from the village to the 
township youth. At the time, 
young people had no voice, the 
Congress of the South African 
Students (COSAS) and African 
National Congress Youth League 
(ANCYL) were banned so were 
tertiary education student move-
ment. Virtually, there were no po-
litical activity in the country. 

The State of Emergency was 

grinding fiercely but due to me-
ticulous underground planning, 
the formation of SAYCO on the 
28 March escaped the apartheid 
radar.

SAYCO was formed at the criti-
cal period of the country’s histo-
ry, and the liberation movement’s 
onslaught against a heavily 
armed regime. The period be-
fore the formation of SAYCO, the 

n By GEORGE MAGOMA
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civic movement mobilised com-
munities, rejecting the Bantu Ad-
ministrations as tentacles of the 
government of the day and the 
United Democratic Front in 1983 
and the formation of the Con-
gress of the South African Trade 
Unions (COSATU) in 1985.

At the time, the country was in 
turmoil, progressive forces united 
under the banner of the UDF as 
a political sanctuary, becoming 
united force for the voiceless. In 
response to the education crisis 
that enveloped the country at the 
time, the schools boycott the Na-
tional Education Crisis Commit-
tee (NECC) was formed, uniting 
students, parents and teachers 
to combat Bantu education. The 
NECC advocated for “People’s 
Education for People’s Power” 
and redirected school boycotts 
into structured resistance. At the 
time, students were rallied under 
the mantra Liberation Now-Edu-
cation Later! This was destruc-
tive and virulent to the education 
of the black child, hence the for-
mation of the NECC to address 
crisis.

“Liberation now – Education 
Later” was a pivotal South Af-
rican slogan during the 1980s 
anti-apartheid struggle, priori-
tizing immediate political free-
dom over Bantu education. This 
movement, led by student orga-
nizations like COSAS, deemed 
schools ungovernable, though it 
sparked long-term educational 
crises. Post-1994, this shifted to 
balancing freedom with educa-
tional quality.

In 1985, on the occasion of the 
73rd anniversary of the ANC, 
President Oliver Tambo issued a 
call that the “Youth Must Make 
This Year Their Own.” by this 
call, the fight was waged from all 
angles.

“South Africa is littered with the 
graves of young patriots who 
were massacred by the apartheid 
regime in 1976 and in the subse-
quent years. This self-same re-
gime, which bears responsibility 
for these crimes, has, with great 
impudence, decided to observe 
the International Year of the 
Youth, whose motto is: Participa-
tion, Development and Peace! 
We call upon the youth to take this 
year as their own and to use it as 
a means to advance our own per-
spectives of youth participation in 
society, in development and in 
the struggle for peace. The gains 
we have scored in youth mobili-
sation and organisation provide a 
basis for greater progress toward 
the emergence of a society which 
will defend and promote the gen-
uine interests of our youth.” (ANC 
January 8 Statement 1985).

The statement takes us on the 
painful journey, a period which the 
country proudly commemorates 
the epic struggles of the gener-
ation of 1976, marking the 50th 
anniversary of June 16 Uprising 

when students rejected Afrikaans 
as the medium of instruction. We 
celebrate a democratic Consti-
tution entrenched in the culture 
of human rights, giving effect to 
the injunction that “The Doors 
of Learning Shall Be Opened” 
the diversity and equality of all 
languages and universal access 
advanced through the Basic Ed-
ucation Laws Amendment Act 
(BELA) as opposed to an edu-
cation system that imposed Afri-
kaans to the black majority. The 
Constitution, the BELA Act.

This is a victory for the militant 
generation of 1976 but the scars of 
the apartheid killings are still pal-
pable, with the democratic state 
still grappling with the unresolved 
massacres which President Oliver 
Tambo referred to in 1985.

The history of this country is writ-
ten in blood, but hope. Hope im-
bued by a valiant generation that 
vowed to forgo education, its ad-
olescence and youth life and the 
niceties irrelevant to their future 
and the freedom of the oppressed. 
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In 1983, apartheid killed students 
at the University of Zululand (On-
goye) and the invasion of the 
University of Limpopo (Turfloop) 
by soldiers on June 11, 1986, to 
clamp down on intense student 
resistance, particularly following 
the formation of the South Afri-
can National Students’ Congress 
(SANSCO).

In response, some of the youth 
leaders fled into exile to join the 
military wing of the ANC, others 
were arrested and subjected to 
the inhumane conditions whilst 
other became child soldiers, 
joining the Self Defence Units 
(SDUs) to protect society against 
the apartheid engineered black 
on black violence.

It is this hope that today South Af-
rica had achieved much to change 
the face of society, pushed back 
the frontiers of apartheid edu-
cation exclusion by promotion a 
system of participation, develop-

ment and peace. This is elusive, 
but advanced through the pillars 
of “A Better Africa and A Better 
World” devoid of war and human 
suffering.

In its killing spree members of 
the COSAS 4 (Kagiso Four), Eu-
stice Madikela, Peter Matabane, 
Fanyana Nhlapo, and Zandisile 
Musi were lured by police to an 
explosive-rigged pump house 
near Krugersdorp on February 
15, 1982. Three died in the blast, 
while Musi survived, highlighting 
brutal apartheid-era security tac-
tics against student activists. In its 
deadly path in 1987 the apartheid 
security forces killed Caiphus 
Nyoka, a member of COSAS. 
South Africa was in state of war, 
with the arrest of Gcina Malindi, 
a leader of COSAS in the Vaal, 
was charged with Treason in the 
aftermath of the Vaal Uprising of 
the 3rd September 1984.

We pay tribute to the first Pres-

ident of SAYCO, Peter Mokaba 
and General Secretary Rapu 
Molekane, Ephraim Nkwe, Si-
mon Ntombela, Mzimasi Man-
cotywa, Fawcett Mathebe, Andy 
Sefothlelo, and Dipou Peters and 
the generation of 1987 who pros-
ecuted the struggle wioth dignity 
and in manner consonant with 
the values of the ANC. 

This generation led by example, 
embracing the spirit of the uni-
ty, pursuing the objectives of the 
NECC and advancing the work 
of the banned ANCYL. COSAS, 
which operated under the slo-
gan “EACH ONE TEACH ONE” 
played a significant role in the 
liberation struggle, using political 
education as a tool to build and 
shape future leaders, empower-
ing them with the ideological tools.

Apartheid committed a cardinal 
sin, culminating to its demise. 
When Oliver Tambo famously 
said “A country, a movement, a 
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person that does not val-
ue its youth & children 
doesn’t deserve its future” 
the ANC was building a 
citadel as complimentary 
force to pulverise apart-
heid. In addition to these 
profound words by Pres-
ident OR Tambo, the im-
portance of youth in ev-
ery nation and to invest 
in its future was echoed 
by Kofi Annan, the Secre-
tary-General of the United 
Nations when he said “A 
society that cuts itself off 
from its youth severs its 
lifeline; it is condemned to 
bleed to death”.

In reversing the ugly leg-
acy of apartheid the ANC 
government, adopting a 
people-centred and peo-
ple-driven model of de-
velopment established 
the National Youth Development 
Agency (NYDA) to streamline 
youth development, Sectoral Ed-
ucation Development Agencies 
(SETAs) for skills development, 
a curriculum aligned to personal 
development, a people’s edu-
cation dialectically linked to the 
needs of society, the improve-
ment of the quality of life of every 
all citizens and free the potential 
of every person as enjoined by 
the Constitution.

Other measures includes the 
National Students Financial Aid 
Scheme (NSFAS) for universal 
access, repairing the damage 
of financial and academic exclu-
sions which were the hall arks of 
the apartheid education system 
which was designed to condemn 
black youth to the doldrums of in-
feriority and a system that is not 
commensurate with the priorities 
of development and the future 
of the country as advocated by 
President Oliver Tambo.

SAYCO challenged the govern-
ment of the day, defying death, 
vowing to lay down their lives for 
the freedom we enjoy today. In 
their true honour and in recog-
nition of their role in the fall of a 
degrading system the ANC com-
mits itself to its vision of a united 
non-sexist democratic South Afri-
ca based on equality and justice.

The unity of the youth and stu-
dents is necessary for the bat-
tles ahead. These mammoth 
battles include building a patri-
otic regiment of revolutionaries 
empowered with the intellectual, 
theoretical and ideological tools 
to advance our freedom and to 
defend to democracy, and most 
importantly, to prosecute the 
National Democratic Revolution 
(NDR) and to build a just soci-
ety devoid of the injustices of the 
past, gutter education and the 
mortifications of unemployment. 

The anti-transformation agenda 

is in full swing, deliberate-
ly aimed at reversing the 
goals of the 30 years of 
our hard-won democracy. 
It is for this reason that the 
struggle is not over, guid-
ed by Vladimir Lenin’s er-
udite teachings that “No 
revolution is worth any-
thing unless it can defend 
itself” and that “The Rev-
olution Will Not Be Tele-
vised” which argues that 
real social change and 
political awakening hap-
pen through lived experi-
ence, not through media 
representation which has 
joined the bandwagon of 
ANC bashing and false-
hoods of a failed state.

The youth of the coun-
try should rise against a 
new form of imperialism 
and a systemic agenda 

designed to undermine the coun-
try’s sovereignty and the reversal 
of the democratic gains. 

Our inability to build a vanguard 
of new leaders to thwart attempts 
to emasculate our efforts will re-
verse the rich legacy of the gen-
eration of SAYCO and do exactly 
what Tambo, Annan and Lenin 
warn against.

The story, role and life of SAYCO, 
the valour of its leaders are im-
mortalised by the epitaph etched 
indelibly on the grave of Peter 
Mokaba’s grave which adorns the 
cemetery of Mankweng in Limpo-
po, which reads “Rather Die A 
Man,Than Let The Enemy Pass” 
reflecting the zeitgeist of the 28 
March 1987, and beyond when 
SAYCO closed shop in 1990 after 
the unbanning of political organi-
sations. This is the history written 
in blood and hope.

The struggle continues! n
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An hour to take a Coalface Vehicle of 
Service Delivery serious, is now or never

THE African National Con-
gress’s National Executive 
Committee declared 2026 
a year of decisive action to 

fix Local Government and trans-
form the economy, as stated in 
the January 8th Statement mark-
ing the 114th Anniversary of the 
ANC. This declaration is political-
ly progressive, relevant, and ac-
knowledges the current realities 
facing the Congress Movement in 
this challenging political epoch as 
a liberation movement, since the 
inception of democracy and the 
enacting of the nation’s birth certif-
icate three decades ago in 1996. 

The outcome of the 2026 Local 
Government Elections in South 
Africa will be a yardstick to mea-

sure our performance as the 
ANC, which will be a crystal-clear 
mirror for the outcome of 2029 
General Elections. It’ll indicate 
whether we’ll bid farewell to the 
Government of South Africa or 
remain relevant to the people 
and voters. There’s a high level 
of apathy towards the ANC-led 
government, driven by issues 
including poor service delivery, 
particularly on the coalface of 
service delivery, at Local Gov-
ernment level, widespread cor-
ruption, crime, compromised law 
enforcement institutions, favorit-
ism and nepotism in both private 
and public sector respectively, 
weak immigration laws, local 
and global forces pushing for re-
gime change in South Africa and 

lastly biased media coverage by 
left-leaning media houses. 

The elections will show if these 
concerns have impacted the 
ANC’s standing with voters and it 
is up to the ANC to become un-
popular, confront and crush this 
sorry state of affair. The commu-
nique from the Office of the ANC 
Secretary General, Cde Fikile 
Mbalula, announcing the start of 
Branch General Meetings for the 
2026 candidate selection pro-
cess on April 1, 2026, effectively 
launches the ANC’s 2026 Munic-
ipal Election Calendar. The di-
rective requires all Branch Gen-
eral Meetings for the 2026 Local 
Government Elections candidate 
selection process to commence 

n By SELLO SHAI-MORULE
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on April 1, 2026, and conclude 
by June 20, 2026. Additionally, 
all ANC elective conferences at 
regional and provincial levels are 
put on hold from April 1, 2026, 
until after the 2026 Local Gov-
ernment Elections, pending an-
nouncement by the IEC.

This approach makes sense, giv-
en that municipal elections are 
fought in provinces at regional 
and local levels. It’s arguable that 
the 2026 political year should 
have been declared a municipal 
election year, with provincial and 
regional elective conferences 
postponed accordingly if we are 
serious about this sphere of gov-
ernment which is the coalface of 
service delivery, because these 
elections are fought here locally 
not nationally.

As South Africa approaches local 
government elections, it’s time to 
take stock of the progress made 
and challenges faced by our mu-
nicipalities over the past three 
decades. Many of our municipal-
ities, particularly in rural areas, re-
main indigent, relying heavily on 
government grants due to limited 
revenue collection. Despite this, 
these municipalities play a vital 
role in service delivery and devel-
opment. The time for empty prom-
ises is over. Our people deserve 

tangible improvements in their 
daily lives: clean water, reliable 
electricity, safe roads, quality edu-
cation, and effective governance. 
The local elections must produce 
leaders who can turn the tide. We 
need individuals with skills, expe-
rience, and vision to manage our 
municipalities effectively.

Local government is not just a 
sphere of government; it’s about 
people’s lives. It’s time to treat it 
as an essential service, with lead-
ers who prioritize accountability, 
transparency, and the needs of 
their communities. Let’s demand 
a new era of leadership, one that 
puts the people first and delivers 
on their promises. The future of 
our country depends on it. The 
time to harness the potential of 

regional and local economic de-
velopment must be our econom-
ic turnaround strategy under the 
GNU. The African National Con-
gress’s (ANC) declaration of 2026 
as a year of decisive action to fix 
Local Government and trans-
form the economy is a step in the 
right direction. As South Africa 
approaches the 2026 local gov-
ernment elections, it’s crucial that 
the ANC’s economic turnaround 
strategy, outlined in the Govern-
ment of National Unity’s (GNU) 
plan and the ANC’s Economic 10 
Point Action Plan (2025-2029), is 
implemented effectively.

The past year, 2025, saw signif-
icant economic challenges and 
debates, including the withdrawal 
of the national budget and dis-
cussions on Black Economic Em-
powerment (BEE). Despite this, 
there were signs of economic 
turnaround, with growth, reduced 
unemployment, and a strength-
ened rand. However, regional 
and local economic development 
remain critical. Many regions and 
localities continue to struggle with 
poor growth, high unemployment, 
and poverty, exacerbated by spa-
tial exclusion and inequality. The 
ANC’s Economic 10 Point Action 
Plan acknowledges these chal-
lenges and prioritizes regional 
and local economic development.
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It is my conviction that key inter-
ventions must include driving lo-
cal economic development and 
investment in local infrastructure, 
enabling growth of provincial 
economies outside main eco-
nomic centers, revitalizing indus-
trial parks and special economic 
zones, focusing on labor-absorp-
tive sectors like agro-processing 
and manufacturing. The time to 
take institutions on the coalface 
of service delivery seriously is in-
deed now or never. Local govern-
ments in South Africa are strug-
gling to provide basic services like 
water, sanitation, and electricity 
due to poor governance, corrup-
tion, and lack of accountability.

These challenges have led to 
widespread service delivery pro-
tests, with citizens demanding 
better services and accountabil-
ity from their municipalities. The 
situation is dire, with 87 munici-
palities deemed dysfunctional 
or distressed, and only 41 out 
of 257 receiving clean audits in 
the 2020/2021 fiscal year. To 
turn things around, municipali-
ties need to prioritize transpar-
ency, accountability, and citi-
zen engagement. This can be 
achieved through initiatives like 
Citizen-Based Monitoring (CBM), 
which empowers residents to 
evaluate municipal performance 
and provide feedback.

The African National Congress 
must prioritize strengthening 
Governance by implementing ro-
bust governance structures and 
ensuring accountability. Must 
also make sure that the issue of 
technology integration is realized 
so that municipalities leverage on 
technology to streamline services 
and improve efficiency. Dealing 
with the issue of capacity build-
ing and amongst other things fill 
vacant posts with skilled employ-
ees and provide training, initiate 

the Citizen engagement program 
where they are encouraged to 
participation in decision-making 
and feedback processes must be 
number on the list of our priorities.
 
To succeed, the ANC must ad-
dress governance issues, build 
economic capacity, allocate re-
sources effectively, and collabo-
rate with regions and localities. 
By doing so, the party can create 
jobs, reduce inequality, and foster 
vibrant economies where people 
live. The road ahead requires a 

nuanced approach, recognizing 
the unique needs and endow-
ments of each region and locality. 
By prioritizing regional and local 
economic development, the ANC 
can fulfill its moral imperative and 
create a more equitable society. n

Sello Shai-Morule is an ANC 
Branch Chairperson of WARD 17 
Branch in Mbombela Sub-Region, 
Ehlanzeni Region in Mpumalanga 
Province and a social activist. He 
writes in his personal capacity.
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WE meet here today 
not in a moment 
of comfort, but in 
a moment that de-

mands courage, clarity, and con-
sequence. This Gauteng Johan-
nesburg ANC Veterans League 
Conference is not merely anoth-
er organisational gathering. It is 
a strategic and moral intervention 
at a time when our movement, 
particularly in Johannesburg and 
Gauteng, faces one of its deep-
est crises since the advent of de-
mocracy.

Let us be honest with one anoth-
er. The crisis in the ANC is not 
abstract. It is lived daily by our 
people. In broken infrastructure, 
in unreliable services, in commu-
nities that feel abandoned, and in 

an electorate that has begun to 
doubt whether we still represent 
their aspirations. Johannesburg, 
the economic heart of our coun-
try, has become a symbol of both 
possibility and decline. And the 
decline is not inevitable—it is po-
litical, it is organisational, and it is 
within our power to reverse.

As the Veterans League, we 
carry not just historical memory, 
but moral authority. If the centre 
weakens, it is the veterans who 
must steady the movement’s 
compass.  Thus we must recog-
nise that Johannesburg cannot 
be rebuilt without first rebuilding 
the credibility, discipline, and pur-
pose of the ANC itself.

At the heart of our renewal must 

be the imperative to rebuild our 
covenant with the electorate and 
with our communities. A covenant 
is not a slogan. It is a relationship 
of trust, built over time, sustained 
through delivery, and destroyed 
through neglect or arrogance. 

The people of Johannesburg 
once trusted the ANC not only 
because of our history, but be-
cause of our presence in their 
lives, because we listened, be-
cause we organised, because we 
delivered. Today, that covenant is 
fractured.

Rebuilding it requires more than 
rhetoric. It requires a fundamen-
tal shift in how we operate. 

Firstly, we must return to being 

Keynote address to the Greater Johannesburg
ANCVL Conference, 30 March 2026

n By MIKKI XAYIYA

TOP 3 ELECTED OFFICIALS OF THE ANC VETERANS LEAGUE JOBURG REGION:
Chairperson: Meisie Maluleke; Secretary: Jabu Kumalo; Treasurer: Thandi Marah
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a movement embedded in com-
munities, not a structure that 
appears only during elections. 
Branches must become centres 
of social mobilisation, not merely 
administrative units and instru-
ments of ambition.

Secondly, we must demonstrate 
competence in governance. The 
electorate does not reward strug-
gle credentials alone, they de-
mand results. Thirdly, we must 
communicate honestly. Where 
we have failed, we must say so. 
Where we are correcting course, 
we must show it.

Rebuilding trust is slow work. But 
it begins with a clear signal: that 
we understand the depth of the 
crisis and are prepared to act de-
cisively.

This brings me to the question of 
renewal and ethical leadership. 
What do they mean in practice?

Renewal means disruption of 
the status quo. It means break-
ing with networks of patronage, 
confronting internal decay, and 
prioritising the movement over 
individuals. Ethical leadership 
means that those who lead must 

be beyond reproach – not per-
fect, but demonstrably committed 
to integrity, accountability, and 
service.

The hard truth is that renewal 
requires difficult decisions. We 
cannot rebuild public trust while 
defending the indefensible. We 
cannot campaign effectively be-
hind leaders whose credibility is 
compromised. And we cannot 
speak of ethical leadership while 
tolerating conduct that under-
mines it.

So what must be done?

We must establish clear, non-ne-
gotiable criteria for leadership. 
Leaders must have a proven 
track record of service, not merely 
ambition. They must be rooted in 
communities, not detached from 
them. They must demonstrate 
competence, discipline, and the 
ability to unite rather than divide. 
And importantly, they must be in-
dividuals around whom a credible 
campaign can be built – leaders 
who inspire confidence not only 
within the ANC, but among the 
broader electorate.

And we must recognise that the 

question of Johannesburg is not 
just organisational, it is develop-
mental. We must reclaim Johan-
nesburg, because Johannesburg 
is not just a city; it is an engine 
of economic activity that shapes 
the prospects of millions. When 
Johannesburg works, it creates 
opportunities for the poor, the 
youth, small businesses, and 
workers. When it fails, inequality 
deepens, unemployment rises, 
and social instability grows.

Today, too many of our people 
experience Johannesburg not as 
a city of opportunity, but as a city 
of frustration. Service delivery 
failures, infrastructure collapse, 
crime, and urban decay have 
eroded the quality of life and un-
dermined economic potential.

Reclaiming Johannesburg is 
therefore not about political pres-
tige – it is about restoring the con-
ditions for social and economic 
development. It is about ensuring 
that the city once again becomes 
a platform for inclusion, mobility, 
and dignity.

And  if we cannot govern Johan-
nesburg effectively, our broader 
national project is weakened.
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This leads us to the critical old 
age question: what must be done 
immediately, and over the next 
two to three years, to rebuild our 
covenant with the electorate and 
improve service delivery?

I propose five urgent priorities:

First, stabilise and profession-
alise local governance: We 
must insulate administration from 
factional battles and political inter-
ference. Appointments must be 
based on competence, not loyalty. 
Municipal systems must function 
predictably and efficiently.

Second, fix basic service de-
livery: Water, electricity, waste 
management, roadsare not luxu-
ries. They are the foundation of 
public trust. We must prioritise 
maintenance, rapid response 
systems, and visible improve-
ments in key areas.

Third, confront corruption de-
cisively:  Corruption is not only a 
moral issue; it is a developmental 
crisis. It diverts resources, weak-
ens institutions, and destroys 
credibility. Consequences must 
be swift and visible.

Fourth, drive inclusive eco-
nomic development: We must 
focus on job creation, support for 
small enterprises, and targeted 
interventions for youth. Economic 
policy must translate into tangible 
opportunities at the local level.

Fifth, rebuild community en-
gagement: We must listen again. 
Ward structures, community 
forums, and civic partnerships 
must be revitalised. Governance 
must be participatory, not distant.

These are not theoretical priori-
ties. They are practical steps that 
can – and must – be implement-
ed with urgency.

Lastly, what must be the role of 
the Gauteng Johannesburg ANC 
Veterans League?

We cannot be an “armchair” 
structure. We cannot limit our-
selves to commentary, wheth-
er in meetings or on WhatsApp 
groups.  

The Veterans League must be-
come an active force for renewal.  

Firstly, it must serve as a moral 
compass – speaking truth, even 
when it is uncomfortable. 

Secondly, it must provide mentor-
ship and guidance to emerging 
leaders, ensuring continuity of 

values and discipline. 

Thirdly, it must act as a stabilis-
ing force within the organisation, 
promoting unity without sacrific-
ing principle. 

And fourthly, it must engage di-
rectly with communities to help 
rebuild trust in the ANC.

The authority of veterans does 
not come from position; it comes 
from example. If we are to call 
for renewal, we must embody it. 
History will not judge us by the 
resolutions we pass, but by the 
actions we take. 

Let us act, renew and rebuild! n

Congratulations to the leadership elected at the 
First Inaugural Regional Conference of the

ANC Veterans League
Johannesburg Region.

1. Regional Chairperson:  Comrade Meisie Maluleke
2. Regional Secretary: Comrade Jabu Kumalo
3. Regional  Treasurer: Comrade Thandi Marah

Additional Members
1. Comrade Annette Griesel 
2. Comrade Sandile Dlungwane
3. Comrade David Mantambo
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celebrated musicians, produc-
ing over 40 albums in a career 
that spanned several decades. 
He passed away on 23 January 
2018.

4 April 1965
Josie Wood, Founder of 
SA Library for the Blind 
passed on
Josephine Ethel (Josie) Wood, 
teacher and founder of the South 
African Library for the Blind, dies 
in Grahamstown.

5 April 1953
Kenyatta sentenced to 
seven years in prison
Jomo Kenyatta, Kenyan freedom 
fighter was sentenced to seven 
years in prison on the allegation 
that he was leader of the Mau 
Mau anti colonial movement in 
Kenya. In 1964 he became the 
first President of a liberated Ken-
ya until his death in 1978. 

6 April 1652
Van Riebeeck lands at the 
Cape
Jan van Riebeeck landed at 
the Cape of Good Hope with 
three ships (Reijer, Dromedaris, 
Goede Hoop) on instruction from 
the Dutch East India Company 
(VOC) to establish a half way 
station. He remained head of the 
settlement until 1662. When he 
left, the white settlement num-
bered 134 officials, 35 free bur-
ghers, 15 women, 22 children, 

and 180 slaves from Malaysia, 
Madagascar and Angola. This 
set the scene for over 300 years 
of apartheid and colonialism and 
apartheid in South Africa, first by 
the Dutch and then by the British. 

6 April 1916
Activist and lawyer 
AP Mda born

Political activist, teacher and 
lawyer, co-founder of the African 
National Congress Youth League 
(ANCYL) and its president in 
1947, Ashby Peter (A.P.) Solomzi 
Mda, was born in Herschel, East-
ern Cape. Under Mda’s leader-
ship the Youth League presented 
the Programme of Action at the 
ANC’s Cape Provincial Confer-
ence held in Port Elizabeth in 
June 1949. He was also part of 
the breakaway group from the 
African National Congress (ANC) 
that formed the Pan Africanist 
Congress (PAC). Mda made his 
debut in politics when he attend-
ed the All-African Convention in 
Bloemfontein in mid-1936.
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4 April 1939
Hugh Masekela born

On 4 April 1939 Hugh Ramopolo 
Masekela, South African musi-
cian, was born in Witbank, South 
Africa. Masekela grew up play-
ing the piano and at a young age 
was introduced to the trumpet by 
Father Trevor Huddleston. Mase-
kela mastered the trumpet and 
went on to play in South Africa’s 
first youth orchestra, the Hud-
dleston Jazz Band. Masekela 
later collaborated with many fa-
mous artists and played in the or-
chestra for the successful South 
African Broadway style hit, King 
Kong. In 1961 Masekela went 
into exile after the political unrest 
surrounding the 1960 Sharpeville 
Massacre. His music career in ex-
ile went from strength to strength, 
as he also spread the word about 
the injustices of apartheid and 
colonialism.  Masekela returned 
to South Africa in the early 1990s 
and continued to produce mu-
sic and perform extensive tours 
around the world. Masekela re-
mains one of South Africa’s most 



ty of Cape Town archaeologists 
unearthed the site of the Slave 
Lodge at Vergelegen. The remains 
were unearthed from a wooden 
box, and archaeologists discov-
ered fine pieces of bone in the box 
and through scientific testing were 
able to conclude that the remains 
found were that of a female aged 
between 50-59 years old, and 
that she was from a tropical area 
therefore indicating that she came 
to Vergelegen as a slave.

6 April 1994 
Assassination of Burundi 
and Rwanda presidents in 
plane crash
0n 6 April 1994, an extraordinary 

6 April 1979
Solomon Mahlangu 
executed
Solomon Kalushi Mahlangu was 
executed by the apartheid gov-
ernment at Pretoria Prison, at age 
22 years, the youngest South Af-
rican facing the death penalty. He 
joined Umkhonto we Sizwe, after 
leaving the country in 1976, and 
trained in Mozambique and An-
gola. He was arrested, convict-
ed and sentenced to death. On 
6 April 1979, Kalushi refused to 
be hand-cuffed, wanted to make 
the final sacrifice as a soldier. His 
last words were: “My blood will 
nourish the tree that will bear the 
fruits of freedom. Tell my people 
that I love them. They must con-
tinue the struggle.” The 2016 film 
‘Kalushi’ tells the story of his life. 

6 April 1991
Reburial of Flora, a slave 
from Vergelegen
On 6 April 1991, the reburial of a 
slave named Flora took place at 
Vergelegen Wine Estate, Somer-
set West. This came about after 
the discovery of her remains in 
October 1990, when Universi-

event in the history of the Afri-
can continent took place in Kiga-
li, Rwanda when two presidents 
from two countries were assassi-
nated. Juvenal Habyarimana of 
Rwanda and his Burundian coun-
terpart Cyprian Ntayamira were 
among 10 people in an aircraft 
many people believe was brought 
down by rocket fire. Habyarima-
na and Ntayamira were returning 
from a meeting of east and cen-
tral African leaders in Dar-es-
Salaam, Tanzania, at which they 
discussed ways to end the ethnic 
violence in Burundi and Rwanda. 
The event saw Hutu extremists 
blaming the Rwanda Patriotic 
Front, and started the genocide, 
which over the next 100 days saw 
the killings of over 800,000 Tsut-
sis and moderate Hutus.  

7 April 1871
Charlotte Mannya Maxeke 
born
Charlotte Mannya-Maxeke was 
born in Fort Beaufort. She was 
the first black woman to receive 
a science degree, and the only 
female delegate at the ANC 
founding congress on 8 January 
1912. Since the ANC did not al-
low full membership to women 
until 1944, Maxeke formed the 
Bantu Women’s League in 1918, 
which advocated for the plight of 
African women, farm workers and 
challenged the apartheid gov-
ernment. The Bantu Women’s 

28 ANC Today

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

MamCharlotte 
Mannya 
Maxeke
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or the safety of the public to be 
declared unlawful. The ANC and 
the PAC were immediately de-
clared unlawful. Justice Minister 
Erasmus announced the banning 
of ANC and PAC for a minimum 
of one year and stated that there 
could be no political organisation 
among urbanised Africans.

7 April 1988
Albie Sachs lost arm in 
bomb attack in Maputo

A car bomb planted by the apart-
heid government in Maputo 
caused Judge Albie Sachs, who 
was active in the ANC and in exile 
in Mozambique, to lose his left arm 
and blinded in one eye. As one of 
the drafters of the Constitution of 
1996, he went on to become a 
Constitutional Court Judge and 
author of The Soft Vengeance of 
a Freedom Fighter. 

7 April 1994 
Start of the Rwanda 
Genocide
Rwandan Prime Minister Ag-
athe Uwilingiyimana, a moderate 
Hutu, was assassinated by Hutu 
soldiers – a day after the deaths 
of Juvénal Habyarimana, pres-
ident of Rwanda, and Cyprien 
Ntaryamira, president of Burundi 
in a mysterious plane crash. An-
archy and violence broke out, sig-
naling the start of what became 
known as the Rwandan Geno-

League is seen as the forerunner 
of the ANC Women’s League. 

7 April 1886
Juta, father of SA 
publishing passed on
Jan Carel Juta was a South Afri-
can business man born in Holland 
in 1824. He sailed to the Cape in 
South Africa in 1853 where he 
soon established the company 
that has come to be known as 
the father of all publishing com-
panies – JC Juta &Co. The Juta 
Company won the right to supply 
reference books to the University 
of the Cape of Good Hope in the 
1850’s.   The company is still a 
leader in the publication of edu-
cation materials and textbooks 
to this day. Juta died on 7 (some 
sources claim 8) April 1886 in 
Chiswick, London. He was mar-
ried to Louise Marx (Karl Marx 
was her brother) and they had 
seven children.

7 April 1948
World Health Organisation 
formed
The UN established a special-
ized agency for health, the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), ded-
icated to fighting global disease 
and improving public health. In 
2017, former Ethiopian minis-
ter of health and foreign affairs, 
Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus was elected as first African 
head of WHO. The WHO played 
a major role in the 2020 Global 
COVID-19 pandemic and other 
health matters.

7 April 1960 
Unlawful Organisation Act 
sees banning of ANC and 
PAC
The Unlawful Organisations Act 
No 34, provided for organisa-
tions threatening public order 

cide, with over a million Tutsi ci-
vilians and moderate Hutu killed 
over a period of three months 
or 100 days, whilst the world did 
nothing.

8 April 1905 
Helen Joseph born

Helen Beatrice May Fennell Jo-
seph was born on this day in 
the United Kingdom, where she 
also completed her teaching de-
gree and went on to teach for 
three years in India, at Mahbubia 
School, a school for girls in Hy-
derabad. She came to live in 
Durban, South Africa, where she 
met and married dentist Billie Jo-
seph. A teacher, social worker, 
political activist, political prisoner, 
banned person, trade unionist, 
founder member of the Congress 
of Democrats, a leader of FED-
SAW and the 1956 9th of August 
Women’s March. Helen Joseph 
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is recipient of the ANC’s highest 
award, the Isitwalandwe/Sea-
parankoe Medal for her devotion 
to the South African liberation 
struggle. She passed on in 1992, 
and is buried in Avalon Cemetery 
Soweto, next to her lifelong friend 
and comrade, Lilian Ngoyi. 

8 April 1954
Poet Vincent Oliphant born

Vincent Oliphant was born on 
this day in Alicedale, Gqeberha 
(formerly Port Elizabeth. He ma-
triculated from Patterson High, 
became a mathematics lecturer 
at Dower Teachers Training col-
lege in the city, and is currently a 
curriculum advisor in the Depart-
ment of Basic Education. He pub-
lished his first collection of poetry 
Bloed vloei in stilte (Tafelberg), 
followed by the Die sagte vlees 
(Tafelberg, 1988).

8 April 1998
Trans Kalahari road opens
The Trans-Kalahari road opened 
on this day, the first road in Africa 
south of the Sahara to connect 
the Atlantic and Indian Ocean. 
The Trans-Kalahari links Mapu-
to in Mozambique to Walvis Bay 
in Namibia, and passes through 
South Africa and Botswana.

8 April 2021
Ethiopian Airlines turns 75
Ethiopian Airlines, one of the 

most successful aviation com-
panies in the world celebrates its 
75th anniversary, with a fleet that 
grew from 5 when formed in 1946 
to over 120. It is the 4th largest 
airline in the world in terms of 
routes and destinations.

9 April 1917
Agricultural scientist 
Victor Adenuga Oyenuga 
(PhD) born
Nigerian agricultural scientist and 
academic was born in Ijube Ode, 
Ogun state. Oyenuga, at the 
time of Nigerian independence 
contributed to the moderniza-
tion of agriculture in the country, 
through his work at the University 
of Ibadan and Obafemi Awolowo 
University. He served as first 
president of the Nigerian Acade-
my of Sciences.

9 April 1988
GLOW formed
The Gay and Lesbian Organ-
isation of the Witwatersrand 
(GLOW) was formed in Johan-
nesburg by activists Simon Nkoli, 
Beverley Palesa Ditsie and Linda 
Ngcobo, amongst others. Glow 
was one of the continent’s first 
gay rights groups formed by black 
and working class activists, and 
started the Johannesburg Gay 
Pride marches.  Nkoli and others 
were also members of the ANC, 
and GLOW played an important 
role in advocating for queer rights 
in the ANC and the Constitution. 

9 April 1994
Chess champion Mona 
Khaled born
Egyptian chess champion was 
born in Alexandria. As a chess 
child prodigy, she was the first girl 
to win the Egyptian Chess Cham-
pionship at the age of 9. She rep-
resented Egypt in the Women’s 

Chess Olympiad from age 14 to 
present. She has won a number of 
international women’s chess titles 
and was the first African and Egyp-
tian chess player to win the Wom-
en’s Grandmaster title in 2007. 

9 April 2015 
Statute of Cecil John 
Rhodes removed

After months of protests by the 
#RhodesMustFall movement 
against colonial and apartheid 
oppressive symbols on campus, 
the statute of Cecil John Roads 
was removed from the UCT cam-
pus pedestal, where it stood 
since the 1960’s.

9 April 2019
X-Trapolis Mega trains 
The first X-Trapolis Mega electric 
passenger trains assembled in 
South Africa were  displayed to 
the public, to be used in the South 
African railway system. The Bra-
zilian designed and patented 
trains by company Alstoms were 
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adapted for South African con-
ditions, in partnership with local 
company Gibela. A total of 600 
such trains are due to be built for 
PRASA. In July 2022, the agency 
celebrated the 100th X-Trapolis 
Mega train manufactured at the 
Gibela Rail Consortium Dunnot-
tar factory in Ekurhuleni.

10 April 1954
Artist Thomas Kgope born

Thomas Kgope, talented SA 
artist, was born in Rustenburg, 
now Northwest province. After 
Kgope showed interest in art, art-
ist Norman Catherine, for whom 
he worked as electrician, gave 
him some material and demon-
strated basic art techniques to 
him. Up to then he did work as 
a freelance photographer, before 
establishing himself as an electri-

cian. He held his first exhibition 
in 1987, and has become one of 
South Africa’s major artistic voic-
es. Described as a postwar con-
temporary artist, his is influenced 
by Ndebele tradition as well as 
everyday life. His works are de-
scribed as playful and whimsical, 
and are part of art collections 
across the country.

10 April 1957
Aliko Dangote born
Nigerian entrepreneur and busi-
ness magnet is born in Kano. Dan-
gote is the CEO and founder of the 
industrial conglomerate Dangote 
Group, largest in West Africa, with 
businesses in agro-processing, 
oil, cement, sugar, fertilizer and a 
range of other industries. A grad-
uate of Al-Azahar University in 
Cairo, Egypt, Dangote began his 
business career in 1978, trading 
in rice, sugar and cement, before 
he ventured into full-scale manu-
facturing. Dangote has been listed 
as the wealthiest person in Africa.

10 April 1965 
Architect Diebedo Francis 
Kéré born
Burkina Faso architect was born 
in Gango, Upper Volta, and the 

first African to receive the Pritzker 
Architecture Prize in 2022 for his 
buildings in Africa and other parts 
of the world. Kéré uses local ma-
terials and indigenous designs, 
incorporating education and en-
vironment in his buildings. “Good 
architecture in Burkina Faso is a 
classroom where you can sit, have 
light that is filtered, entering the 
way that you want to use it, across 
a blackboard or on a desk. How 
can we take away the heat com-
ing from the sun, but use the light 
to our benefit? Creating climate 
conditions to give basic comfort 
allows for true teaching, learning 
and excitement.” His iconic Gan-
do Primary School building is a 
supreme example of his architec-
tural philosophy.

10 April 1993 
Chris Hani assassinated
SACP Secretary General Chris 
Hani gunned down in his home 
driveway by Janus Walusc.  Hani 
was also chief of staff of Umk-
honto we Sizwe and a member 
of the ANC NEC. His assisination 
led to widespread protest, nearly 
ending of negotiations and may 
have led to a full-out civil war, but 
through ANC leadership this was 
averted.

We Remember Comrade 
Chris Thembisile Hani

10 April 2023

We pay homage to a true revolutionary and 
patriot whose fearless and selfless contribution to 
the struggle for liberation will remain indelible 

in our collective memory.
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4 April 
International Day of Mine awareness and 
Assistance in Mine Action

The day raises awareness of the dangers posed 
by landmines, and recommit towards a mine-free 
world. The Convention on the Prohibition on the 
Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of An-
ti-Personnel Mines and Their Destruction,  of 1977, 
has been signed by over 164 countries. It is esti-
mated that in over 64 countries across the world, 
there are at least 110 million active landmines still 
hidden in the ground, killing and maiming children, 
civilians, life stock and animals in these countries. 

Countries most affected by landmines are Afghani-
stan, Angola and Cambodia.

5 April
International Day of Conscience
The day draws attention to the founding principles 
of the Universal Declaration on Human rights – free-
dom, justice and democracy, all human rights, tol-
erance and solidarity, dignity, rejection of violence 
and prevention of conflicts by tackling root causes, 
solving problems through dialogue and negotiation, 
and the full exercise of all rights.

4–10 April 2026
Source: www.un.org, www.au.int, The Africa Fact Book (2020), www.daysoftheyear.com

INTERNATIONAL AND 
NATIONAL DAYS

1–30 APRIL 2026 SOUTH AFRICAN FREEDOM MONTH
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6 April
International Day for Sport and 
Development and Peace
This is an annual celebration of the power of sport 
to drive social change, community development 
and to foster peace and understanding.

7 April
International Day of Reflections on the 
Rwanda Genocide 

On 7 April 1994, a day after the killing of the Pres-
idents of Rwanda and Burundi in a plane crash, 
an orchestrated campaign of mass killings started 
by government directed against the civilian Tutsi 
population and moderate Hutus of Rwanda. Over 
a period of roughly 100 days, close to a million 
people were massacred. The Genocide was the 
culmination of a process which started early 1990, 
when the Hutu dominated government trained the 
Interahamwe, engaged on virulent propaganda 
and hatred against the Tutsi minority, various mas-
sacres and arming the Hutu population with guns 
and machetes. Although the UN mission stationed 
in Rwanda already in January 1994 warned of the 

massacres and escalating violence, neither the 
OAU nor the UN acted in time.  The Rwanda Geno-
cide prompted a shift when the African Union was 
launched, from ‘non-interference’ of the OAU to the 
principle of ‘non-indifference’. This year marks the 
32nd commemoration of the Genocide, also called 
Kwibuka  (To Remember). 

7 April
World Health Day 
World Health Day 2026 calls on people everywhere 
to stand with science. Under the theme “Together 
for health. Stand with science”, this year’s ob-
servance launches a year‑long campaign celebrat-
ing the power of scientific collaboration to protect 
the health of people, animals, plants, and the plan-
et. The campaign spotlights both scientific achieve-
ments and the multilateral cooperation needed to 
turn evidence into action – through a strong focus 
on the One Health approach.

10 April 2023
International Safety Pin Day
Safety pins are strong and sharp, yet safe enough 
to be used on clothing, safety pins are a simple yet 
ingenious invention, which practically everyone has 
used at some point. The day celebrates simplicity 
and usefulness of designs, as well as innovation. 
The pin is said to have been invented by a Walter 
Hunt, a mechanic. Although Hunt patented the safe-
ty pin, the invention does go back many hundreds of 
years, with such devices used in different cultures, 
made of bone, ivory or wood.

7th April



34 ANC Today

ANC@WORK


