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constitution safeguards freedom 
of conscience, thought and ex-
pression, whilst firmly entrench-
ing media freedom as one of 
the cornerstones of democracy. 
Political contestation takes place 
openly and freely, reflecting the 
strength and maturity of our dem-
ocratic order.

Our courts continue to serve as 
institutions that our people trust, 
and provide recourse for ordinary 
South Africans, political actors and 
organisations. In our country, no 
one is above the law and scrutiny 
– and no individual or institution 
is beyond accountability. It is this 
commitment to constitutionalism, 
transparency and the rule of law 
that sustains public confidence in 
our democracy.

These are all a credit to the consti-

tutional order we have worked to 
build over the last three decades.
 
There is a strong culture of partic-
ipatory democracy in our country, 
which began with the constitu-
tion-making process itself. The 
Constitutional Assembly was de-
termined that all South Africans 
should participate meaningfully 
in drawing up our first democratic 
constitution. 

As I said at the time, we wanted a 
People’s Constitution where every 
South African would be able to put 
his or her own brick towards build-
ing the new South Africa. 

For nearly a year and a half, we 
criss-crossed the length and 
breadth of the country to get peo-
ple’s inputs on the type of consti-
tution they wanted to see as the 

AS we mark thirty years 
since the adoption of our 
country’s constitution this 
month, we can reflect 

with pride on the political culture 
we have built as a nation – a cul-
ture that is robust, participatory, 
continuously evolving and firmly 
anchored in the democratic values 
we hold dear. 

We are fortunate to live in a so-
ciety with a vibrant public space 
and deeply engaged citizens who 
know that they have a voice, and 
more importantly, that their voice 
matters. It is this active participa-
tion by the people of South Africa 
that continues to give life, meaning 
and resilience to our constitutional 
democracy.

Civil society in our country re-
mains vibrant and resilient. Our 

Celebrating 30 years of 
our Constitution through 

popular participation
n By PRESIDENT CYRIL RAMAPHOSA
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supreme law of the land. Citizens 
of all races, ages and classes par-
ticipated. We facilitated commu-
nity meetings and engaged with 
people at their places of work and 
study. 

I remember taking part in radio 
shows where listeners would call 
in with their ideas on what should 
be in the constitution. The callers 
had a deep understanding of why 
human rights mattered, which was 
born out of their own personal 
experiences with injustice. What 
some of them related about their 
own harrowing experiences of 
apartheid oppression was a pain-
ful reminder of why we needed 
this constitution. They spoke of 
unfair dismissals by employers, of 
being denied access to beaches, 
of land being taken from them and 
of unfair treatment at the hands of 
public officials. 

We received thousands of written 
submissions on a range of issues 
such as reproductive health rights, 
taxation, gun ownership, conserv-
ing the environment, and animal 
welfare. There were submissions 
about protecting the elderly and 
people with disabilities, on lan-
guage preservation and on sexual 
orientation. 

The outcome of all the submis-
sions, that ran into hundreds of 
thousands of pages and words, 
was a homegrown constitution 
that reflects the aspirations of the 
South African people who had a 
hand in drafting it. 

The participatory approach that 
produced our constitution contin-
ues to guide our efforts to trans-
form South Africa. 

Members of the public participate 
in law-making through public hear-
ings. They are able to comment on 
draft policies, regulations and envi-

ronmental decisions. Through the 
annual Taking Parliament to the 
People programme convened by 
the National Council of Provinces, 
people are able to interact directly 
with their elected representatives. 

South Africa ranks amongst the 
leading countries in the world for 
an open, transparent and partic-
ipatory budget process. Through 
the annual parliamentary budget 
hearings that are currently un-
derway, the budgeting process is 
open to public scrutiny and Parlia-
mentary oversight. 

While some may argue that par-
ticipatory democracy slows deci-
sion-making or leads to excessive 
contestation, it is a fundamental 
tenet of our constitutional order. For 
our democracy to retain legitimacy, 
citizens must be confident that their 
voices are counted when making 
decisions that affect them most.

Soon, the next phase of the Na-
tional Dialogue process will com-
mence in earnest, and we must 
together strive for the broad par-
ticipatory inclusivity that charac-
terised the constitution-making 
process. 

The National Dialogue Steer-

ing Committee has announced 
that between June and August 
this year, they will be holding up 
to 195 pilot dialogues across the 
nine provinces that will include 
ward-based engagements, digital 
engagements and sectoral dia-
logues. They will be prioritising di-
rect community participation. 

We are determined that the Na-
tional Dialogue should fully reflect 
South Africa’s racial, cultural, so-
cial, economic and geographic di-
versity. 

Just as the 1994 generation played 
a direct role in the production 
of the birth certificate of the new 
South Africa, so too does today’s 
generation carry a responsibility to 
participate meaningfully in the Na-
tional Dialogue. This is particular-
ly important for the young people 
who will live with the impact of the 
decisions we make today. 

As we look with optimism to this 
new phase in the life of our nation, 
I call on all South Africans to come 
together once more and be part 
of crafting a new vision for South 
Africa that both speaks to our con-
temporary challenges and lays the 
groundwork for the South Africa 
we want to be.
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African National Congress, Cde 
Cyril Ramaphosa, on the central 
theme of fixing local government. 
It received the Report of the Na-
tional Working Committee, the 
Report of the Electoral Commit-
tee, the Consolidated Provincial 
Weekly Status Reports, the Re-
port of the Integrity Commission, 
and other housekeeping matters. 
The NEC took decisions on every 
substantive matter the Reports 
placed before it.

The central frame of the 
period ahead
The central frame of the period 
before the African National Con-
gress is the Local Government 
Elections of Wednesday 4 No-
vember 2026 — one hundred and 

sixty-three days from today. The 
ANC enters that contest with the 
disciplined work of its structures 
in every region, every province, 
and every branch of the African 
National Congress, focused on 
one outcome: a credible, capa-
ble and renewed African Nation-
al Congress at the side of every 
community of our Republic, de-
livering on the local-government 
promise the Freedom Charter 
has carried since 1955.

Fixing local government is not 
a slogan for this period. It is the 
work of the period. The Presi-
dent’s Political Overview placed 
the matter squarely before the 
NEC, and the NEC adopted deci-
sions on every operational front. I 
turn to those decisions now.

THE African National Con-
gress (ANC), on behalf 
of the National Executive 
Committee and on behalf 

of every cadre of our Movement, 
conveys its warmest greetings to 
the Muslim community of South 
Africa and across the world on 
this auspicious occasion of Eid 
al-Adha. Eid Mubarak. May this 
season of sacrifice and reflection 
carry peace, blessing and re-
newed purpose into every home 
and into every heart.

The National Executive Commit-
tee of the African National Con-
gress (NEC), the highest deci-
sion-making body of the ANC 
between National Conferences, 
met in ordinary session at the 
Protea Hotel at OR Tambo Airport 
in Ekurhuleni on Saturday 23 and 
Sunday 24 May 2026.

The NEC had a successful and 
productive meeting. The NEC is 
fully united on the conditions that 
prevail in our country today, and 
fully united on what lies ahead. 
We leave that meeting with a sin-
gle line of march — focused on 
the Local Government Elections 
of 4 November 2026, focused on 
fixing local government, and fo-
cused on the work the ANC owes 
the people of South Africa in this 
season.

The NEC received the Political 
Overview of the President of the 

n By ANC SECRETARY GENERAL FIKILE MBALULA 

Statement on the Outcomes of the Meeting 
of the National Executive Committee 

held on Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 May 2026
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On Local Government — 
Communities, 
Infrastructure, Mayors
The NEC has confirmed the pri-
ority of the eight municipalities 
under active Inter-Ministerial 
Committee on the Management 
and Performance Turn-Around 
Strategy intervention, and has di-
rected the North West Provincial 
Executive Committee to table a 
North West Stabilisation Plan.

The Local Government Action 
Plan, six months in operation, 
has been ratified in its current 
pillar ratings. The NEC Subcom-
mittee on Local Government In-
terventions has been directed to 
segment the work into short-term, 
medium-term and long-term hori-
zons within fourteen days.

On infrastructure, the NEC has 
directed every deployee of the 
African National Congress in 
government to prioritise the de-
livery of infrastructure projects 
in roads, water and electricity. 
These are the immediate things 
that touch the lives of our people. 
Where water scarcity is highly 
felt, the NEC resolved that there 
should be no community with-
out water and the immediate 
implementation of underground 
(borehole) and spring water con-
nections must be rolled out with 
immediate effect.

On the Cost of Living and 
the Ten-Point Plan for the 
Economy
The pressures of the international 
situation translate, in this coun-
try, into rising prices at the petrol 
pump, rising prices on the super-
market shelf and rising stress in 
our communities. The National Ex-
ecutive Committee is alive to this 
reality and to the daily strain it plac-
es upon the working and the un-
employed people of South Africa.

The ANC commends Cde Enoch 
Godongwana, Minister of Fi-
nance, for the boldness and the 
immediacy with which he read 
the conjuncture arising from the 
war on the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, and for the decisive inter-
vention he took on the fuel levy. 

That decision has cushioned the 
consumer at the petrol pump, has 
cushioned the taxi-commuter on 
the way to work, has cushioned 
the small trader at the loading 
dock, and has cushioned every 
household for whom transport 
and fuel are a major contributor 
to the cost of living. This is the 
African National Congress gov-
ernment at work — reading the 
international conjuncture in real 

time and acting in defence of 
the working and the unemployed 
people of our country.

The National Executive Commit-
tee further resolved to redouble 
the work of the African National 
Congress in government on the 
Ten-Point Plan for the econo-
my — to drive the South African 
economy from its present growth 
path onto a job-creating growth 
trajectory. The Ten-Point Plan 
is the operational programme 
that carries the economic poli-
cy direction of the 55th National 
Conference and of the Nation-
al General Council 2025 Base 
Document into the work of the 
State. Its pillars — fixed-invest-
ment acceleration, infrastructure 
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delivery, industrial policy, town-
ship and rural economy develop-
ment, the just energy transition, 
the digital economy, food secu-
rity, BRICS-plus and continental 
trade integration, skills and the 
demographic dividend, and mac-
roeconomic stability — are the 
work of the period. The African 
National Congress will measure 
itself, in this conjuncture, by the 
speed and the seriousness with 
which the Plan moves from pa-
per into lived improvement in the 
conditions of the people.

On Economic 
Transformation and 
Broad-Based Black 
Economic Empowerment
The National Executive Commit-
tee commends the Minister of 
Justice and Constitutional De-
velopment for the boldness with 
which she has heard the line 
of march set by the January 8 
Statement of 2026 — that this is 
the year to fix local government 
and to push harder on the trans-
formation of the economy — and 
for the directness with which she 
has acted upon it in the legal 
sector. Broad-Based Black Eco-
nomic Empowerment is the law 
of the Republic. It applies to ev-
ery professional sector — to le-
gal practice, to medical practice, 
to engineering, to accounting, to 
architecture, to the consulting 
professions, and across every 
domain in which the economy of 
our country is conducted.

Income equality and the equi-
ty of ownership are not optional 
ornaments of our constitutional 
order; they are the substance of 
the second radical phase of the 
National Democratic Revolution, 
as confirmed at the 55th National 
Conference at NASREC in 2017 
and reaffirmed in the National 
General Council 2025 Base Doc-

ument. The African National Con-
gress carries this work forward 
without apology and without re-
treat. Where the law is in place, 
it must be applied. Where the 
law requires sharpening, it will be 
sharpened. The ANC commends 
the Minister, and we commend 
every comrade in government 
and in the institutions of the State 
who is now placing this line of 
march into effect.

On the Cleaning up 
of State Institutions
The Judicial Commission of In-
quiry into Criminality, Political In-
terference and Corruption in the 
Criminal Justice System, headed 
by retired Constitutional Court 
Justice Mbuyiseli Madlanga, will 
table its second interim report to 
the President of the Republic on 
Friday 29 May 2026 — this week. 
The final report of the Commis-
sion is due on Sunday 31 August 
2026. The Parliamentary Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Allegations re-
lated to the South African Police 
Service continues its work.

The African National Congress 
reaffirms, in the clearest terms, 
the leading role of the ANC in 
the cleaning up of the State in-

stitutions of our Republic. The 
Madlanga Commission was es-
tablished by the President of the 
Republic; the Ad Hoc Committee 
is led by Members of Parliament 
of the African National Congress; 
the National Prosecuting Author-
ity, the Investigating Directorate 
against Corruption, the Hawks, 
the South African Revenue Ser-
vice, the Asset Forfeiture Unit, 
the Financial Intelligence Centre, 
and the Auditor-General with its 
expanded material-irregularity 
powers, are all doing the work 
that the country requires of them.

It is the African National Congress 
that is the principal author of the 
laws now fighting corruption in 
our country — the Prevention 
and Combating of Corrupt Activ-
ities Act of 2004, the Prevention 
of Organised Crime Act of 1998, 
the Financial Intelligence Centre 
Act of 2001, the Protected Disclo-
sures Act of 2000, the Public Au-
dit Amendment Act of 2018 with 
its material-irregularity powers, 
the National Strategic Intelligence 
Act, and many others. It is the Af-
rican National Congress that con-
tinues to strengthen these laws 
and not weaken them. It is the 
African National Congress that is 
prepared to have matters which 
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may be reputationally damaging 
aired in public — because we 
are serious about renewal, and 
because we are serious about 
ridding ourselves and our coun-
try of all forms of corruption and 
unethical conduct. It is the Afri-
can National Congress, at times 
alone and at times together with 
the people of South Africa, that 
has built this country, that has 
built its constitutional framework, 
and that has built its democratic 
institutions.

We say openly that the ANC will 
return the South African Police 
Service to a constitutional footing 
as a service department of and for 
the people of the Republic. The 
demilitarisation of the structures 
and the uniform of the South Afri-
can Police Service is the agenda 
the ANC carries into the period 
ahead, and into the work of the 
criminal justice system reform 
that the Madlanga Commission 
and the Ad Hoc Committee will 
speak to.

On the National Health 
Insurance
The Constitutional Court deliv-
ered judgment on Monday 18 
May 2026 in Solidarity Trade 
Union and Others against the 
Minister of Health, declaring the 
certificate-of-need provisions at 
sections 36 to 40 of the National 
Health Act, Act 61 of 2003, un-
constitutional. The NEC has reaf-
firmed, in the clearest terms, the 
ANC’s full support for the Nation-
al Health Insurance Act, Act 15 
of 2024, and for the phased and 
lawful implementation now under 
way. The Comrade Minister of 
Health, Cde Dr Aaron Motsoaledi, 
is commended for the disciplined 
manner in which the Department 
continues with the implementa-
tion. The certificate-of-need pro-
visions sit in a different Act from 

the National Health Insurance 
Act. The unconstitutional decla-
ration of certain provisions in one 
Act does not, in law or in fact, 
displace the constitutional valid-
ity and the lawful implementation 
of the National Health Insurance 
Act, Act 15 of 2024.

The National Executive Commit-
tee commends the Minister of 
Health and the entire National De-
partment of Health for the steady, 
disciplined work being carried 
out across the public health sys-
tem in this period — on the roll-
out of the National Health Insur-
ance; on the country’s vigilance 
against the regional outbreak of 
Ebola in the equatorial countries 
to our north; on the tuberculosis 
programme, which remains the 
largest national tuberculosis pro-
gramme in the world; and on the 
continuing gains in the combat 
against the human immunodefi-
ciency virus. The ANC reaffirms 
the historic position of the African 
National Congress, drawn from 
the Freedom Charter of 1955 
and given constitutional form in 
section 27 of the Constitution of 

the Republic: a publicly funded, 
universal, equitable system of 
healthcare for all who live in our 
country.

On Migration, Peace 
and Stability — the 
Government is at Work
The NEC spent substantial time 
discussing and evaluating the 
question of the present mobili-
sation against unlawful migrant 
communities in our Republic. The 
NEC finds that the issues raised 
by the activist community are, 
in the main, genuine complaints 
and genuine demands. The 
movements that have emerged 
across our country are, in the 
main, demanding a visible gov-
ernment and a visible State. The 
movements are calling for our 
government to act with a sense 
of visible purpose on the issues 
that touch our people directly.

The NEC does not characterise 
the majority of these activities as 
xenophobic in their general char-
acter. The NEC understands the 
pressures on our economy and 

FIKILE MBALULA
ANC SECRETARY GENERAL
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on our communities arising from 
unlawful immigration, and the 
NEC shares the concerns of the 
people of South Africa on these 
matters. The NEC, however, cau-
tions the organisers and the lead-
ers of the movements to be vigi-
lant against third-force infiltration 
of their ranks. 

The discipline of lawful protest is 
the discipline of every South Afri-
can in our democracy.

The conduct of vigilantism, hate 
speech and intimidation that the 
country has seen in some of its 
streets, at some of its clinic doors, 
at some of its school gates and at 
some of its factory floors over the 
past period is, in the proper legal 
characterisation, conduct that 
falls within the Prevention and 
Combating of Hate Crimes and 
Hate Speech Act, Act 16 of 2023. 
A child that seeks education must 
be supported by all of us, a child 
that seeks immunisation against 
measles or polio must be given 
the necessary support – we are 
not a cruel people. A child that 
does not get these vaccines will 
be a danger to the community. 

The ANC supports the application 
of Hate Crimes and Hate Speech 
Acts by the National Prosecuting 
Authority and by the South Afri-
can Police Service on every act 
that meets its provisions.

When we protest and when we 
mount pressure movements — 
which is our constitutional right 
and the standing tradition of our 
struggle — we urge our people 
to balance their actions with the 
discipline of legality. We cannot 
fight unlawful conduct in a de-
mocracy by ourselves engaging 
in unlawful conduct. We must, to-
gether, safeguard the reputation, 
the image and the stability of our 
country, so that we do not end up 

causing more harm than the harm 
we set out to address. We are a 
great people among the peoples 
of the world. We are called upon 
by our forebears to make de-
mands but to remain humane; to 
protest but to carry ubuntu in our 
hands; to agitate progressively 
but to remember our own long 
road to freedom — and the road 
our continent walked with us on 
that journey. To leave weapons at 
home and not carry them in pub-
lic. To respect our traditions like 
the traditions of amabutho and 
not misuse these great heritage 
instruments in a manner that 
causes disrepute to our pride as 
South Africans.

Let me be clear: the demands 
placed on our government to 
act decisively on the question 
of border management, on the 
national-security issues that 
arise, on the strain on our peo-
ple and our communities at the 
coalface of unlawful immigra-
tion and all its manifestations 
— from human trafficking to 
illicit trade, from crime to the 
corruption of government of-
ficials in Home Affairs and the 
South African Police Service 
— these demands are genuine 
and these demands are real. 
And the government is at work 
on every one of them.

The National Executive Commit-
tee further calls upon the private 
sector — upon the employers, 
upon the recruitment agencies, 
upon every enterprise operating 
on the soil of the Republic — to 
adhere, without exception, to the 
labour laws and to the immigra-
tion laws of the country. 

The recruitment of undocument-
ed workers in order to suppress 
wages, to circumvent the Labour 
Relations Act, to evade the Basic 
Conditions of Employment Act, to 

undermine the Sectoral Determi-
nations of the Minister of Employ-
ment and Labour, and to displace 
the rightful claims of South Afri-
can workers and of legally resi-
dent workers on the job market is 
criminal. It is unpatriotic. It is a di-
rect subversion of the laws of our 
country and of the spirit of nation-
al reconstruction that the Con-
stitution of the Republic enjoins 
upon every actor in our economy. 

The ANC places the private sec-
tor squarely on notice: the African 
National Congress in government 
will pursue, through the Depart-
ment of Employment and Labour, 
through the National Prosecut-
ing Authority, through the South 
African Revenue Service, and 
through the labour inspectorate, 
every enterprise that profits from 
this practice. The cost of compli-
ance with the law is borne by the 
lawful employer and by the law-
ful worker; the African National 
Congress government will en-
sure that those who externalise 
that cost onto our communities 
and onto our country pay the full 
weight of the law.

The President of the Republic 
announced the rolling out of ten 
thousand additional posts in the 
Department of Employment and 
Labour. These ten thousand new 
positions will be filled and trained 
as labour inspectors. They will 
be South African inspectors, em-
powered to intercept the unlawful 
employment of any person not 
authorised by South African law 
to be employed by enterprises 
operating in our country. Where 
an employer is found undercut-
ting our labour laws, the inspec-
torate will act. We ask our people 
once again, to refrain from taking 
the law into their own hands – 
when we do so, we allow critics 
to call us names, shame us as a 
vigilante society. 
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The Border Management Author-
ity has commenced a build pro-
gramme to upgrade at least six of 
our principal border posts and the 
surrounding infrastructure. The 
upgrade introduces technology 
and a modernised interface ca-
pable of tracking and tracing any 
tourist who overstays the lawful 
period of stay and any person 
who enters for a short-term stay 
and then declines to leave. The 
technology includes smart drone 
capability operating in real time, 
monitoring every kilometre of the 
South African border.

The Special Investigating Unit 
continues its mandate to rid the 
Department of Home Affairs of 
officials who place our people at 
risk by selling undeserved official 
documentation. The Hawks and 
the National Prosecuting Authori-
ty continue their cases. The work 
on the South African Police Ser-
vice is publicly before the country 
on the television screens — to rid 
the Service of bribe-takers and 
of officers involved in syndicate 
crime, and to move them from 
the Service directly into the cells 
of the Department of Correctional 
Services.

The NEC further urges the De-
partment of Home Affairs to con-
sider, with appropriate urgency, 
the re-introduction of quota limits 
on immigration intake. Our coun-
try must decide, transparently 
and in the public interest, how 
many additional persons with the 
means at its disposal can lawfully 
and humanely accommodate. 
The instrument exists in our law 
— section 19 of the Immigration 
Act, Act 13 of 2002, provides the 
framework.

The NEC also encourages South 
Africans to engage in the pub-
lic-participation processes of 
Parliament on Bills now before 

the legislature. Among these are 
Bills that will protect the rights of 
every South African to create and 
to operate an enterprise — the 
constitutional right at section 22 
of our Constitution — and Bills 
that will close the route by which 
a person travels through sever-
al safe countries on the journey 
to our Republic and only applies 
for asylum or refugee status on 
arrival here. The principle of first-
safe-country is a principle of in-
ternational refugee law, and the 
legislative reform now under way 
will give it operational effect in 
South Africa.

The President of the Republic of 
South Africa travels to Egypt for 
the Mid-Year Coordination Meet-
ing of the African Union, held 
at El Alamein from Wednesday 
24 to Saturday 27 June 2026. 
The African National Congress, 
through the Government of the 
Republic, will table at El Alamein 
the foundations of a Continental 
Compact on Migration in Africa 
— a framework paper that moves 
the continental conversation from 
the register of accusation to the 
register of shared responsibility. 
The Compact is the African an-

swer to a continental question. 
We will not allow our country to 
be reduced to a single line of 
caricature on a question that is 
the continent’s question and the 
world’s question together.

The NEC urges every Provincial 
Premier in the Republic to acti-
vate a Quick Response Team on 
immigrant tensions in their prov-
ince, working in concurrence with 
the South African Police Service, 
the National Prosecuting Au-
thority, the Department of Home 
Affairs, the Department of So-
cial Development, the Provincial 
Disaster Management Centres, 
and the National Disaster Man-
agement Centre.

On the Evictions in the 
Western Cape
The NEC has received the matter 
of the farm laborers evictions tak-
ing place in the Western Cape. 
The Secretary General’s Office 
will further engage the Western 
Cape Provincial Task Team of the 
African National Congress to de-
velop and advance a Programme 
of Action on the evictions ques-
tion. The ANC does not stand by 

FIKILE MBALULA
ANC SECRETARY GENERAL
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while the people of our Republic 
are removed from their land and 
from their homes.

On the International 
Situation — Iran, 
Palestine, Lebanon
The National Executive Commit-
tee reflected on the international 
situation and on the urgency of 
a just, durable and political res-
olution to the multiple conflicts 
now bearing down on humanity. 
The path of war is not the path of 
solution.

The war on the Islamic Republic 
of Iran is a matter of the gravest 
concern to the African National 
Congress and to our country. The 
ANC, in the tradition of Cde Oli-
ver Tambo and the Harare Decla-
ration of 1989, calls on all parties 
— the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, the Government 
of the State of Israel, the Gov-
ernment of the United States of 
America, the Governments of the 
Arab States, the Governments of 
the major powers, and the mul-
tilateral institutions seated under 
the United Nations Charter — to 
choose the path of negotiation 
and to set aside the path of arms. 
The escalation of armed action 
between great-power blocs in 
the Middle East places the glob-
al economy under strain, places 
African economies under strain, 
and places ordinary house-
holds in our country under strain 
through the rising cost of fuels, 
the rising cost of staples and the 
rising cost of credit.

The National Executive Commit-
tee commends Cde Ronald Lam-
ola, Minister of International Re-
lations and Cooperation, for the 
discipline and the principled clari-
ty with which South African diplo-
macy carried itself at the recent 
BRICS Foreign Ministers’ Meet-

ing. The ANC places on record its 
appreciation to the Minister and 
his team for the work that placed 
our country firmly on the side of 
dialogue, of multilateralism, of 
the United Nations Charter, and 
of the rule of international law in 
this trying season.

The National Executive Com-
mittee further calls for a political 
solution to the continuing war on 
the Palestinian people in Gaza 
and in the West Bank. The ANC 
reaffirms the standing position 
of the South African government 
before the International Court of 
Justice in the matter of South Af-
rica against Israel: the genocide 
must end, the occupation must 
end, and the two-state solution 
must be brought into effect. The 
African National Congress notes 
with the deepest pain the con-
tinued invasion of the sovereign 
territory of Lebanon and the re-
sulting suffering inflicted upon the 
civilian populations of southern 
Lebanon. We call on all parties 
to seek a peaceful, negotiated 
solution to the difficulties of the 
region.

On Provincial Task Teams 
in the Eastern Cape and
in Gauteng
The Special meeting of the NEC 
convened in Cape Town on 
Wednesday 13 May 2026 took 
the decision that Provincial Task 
Teams must be established in the 
Eastern Cape and in Gauteng, 
in place of the Provincial Exec-
utive Committees whose terms 
have expired without a Provincial 
Conference having sat. The Spe-
cial NEC left the implementation 
and the formulation of the mem-
bership to the National Working 
Committee. The NEC that met 
this past weekend has noted the 
compositions placed before it.

For the avoidance of doubt: the 
governments of the Eastern Cape 
and of Gauteng are not affected 
by these organisational arrange-
ments of the ANC. The Comrade 
Premier of Gauteng, Cde Pa-
nyaza Lesufi, and the Comrade 
Premier of the Eastern Cape, 
Cde Oscar Mabuyane, and the 
Members of the Executive Coun-
cils in both provinces, continue 
to discharge their constitutional 

FIKILE MBALULA
ANC SECRETARY GENERAL
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responsibilities. The provincial 
legislatures continue to sit. The 
work of the State continues. The 
Provincial Task Team in each 
province will carry the African 
National Congress through the 
Local Government Elections and 
will, at the earliest procedurally 
ripe moment, convene the post-
poned Provincial Conferences in 
the ordinary course.

On the Regional ANC 
Conference Season — 
Mangaung as the Last
The ANC has, in this period, con-
cluded the season of Regional 
Conferences. The West Rand 
Regional Conference convened 
successfully from 18 to 20 May 
2026; the Mangaung Regional 
Conference rerun is scheduled 
for the weekend of 29 and 30 
May 2026 — this coming week-
end. Mangaung will be the last 
regional conference convened by 
the ANC before the Local Gov-
ernment Elections. No further 
regional conferences will be held 
before 4 November 2026.

The ANC carries its campaign 
forward through the Regional 
Executive Committees seated to 
date, through the Provincial Task 
Teams in the Eastern Cape and 
Gauteng, and through the ap-
propriate dispute-cure processes 
of the ANC’s own constitutional 
structures where conferences 
could not convene. The discipline 
is settled. The focus from this 
point on is the Local Government 
Elections of 4 November 2026.

On the Integrity 
Commission Report
The NEC received and consid-
ered the Report of the African 
National Congress Integrity Com-
mission on matters concerning 
five named comrades. The NEC 

thanks and salutes the mem-
bers of the Integrity Commission, 
which stands at the core of the Af-
rican National Congress’s renew-
al programme and at the core of 
the upholding of ethical conduct 
and good governance from within 
our ranks.

The NEC fully endorsed the Re-
port of the Integrity Commission 
and its recommendations on 
each of the comrades named. 
Further to that endorsement, the 
NEC resolved to take an addi-
tional step: the NEC shall refer all 
five matters to the National Disci-
plinary Committee of the African 
National Congress for action un-
der the constitutional disciplinary 
process of the ANC, with the NEC 
itself serving as the complainant. 
The Office of the Secretary Gen-
eral will give effect to the resolu-
tion in the ordinary course.

The five comrades whose mat-
ters have been referred to the 
National Disciplinary Committee, 
with the NEC as the complainant, 
are: Cde Tolashe, Cde Cele, Cde 
Mkhwane, Cde Khalipa, and Cde 
Zungu. The constitutional disci-
plinary process will run in the or-
dinary course.

The National Executive Commit-
tee commends, in the strongest 
terms, the African National Con-
gress Integrity Commission for 
the depth, the fearlessness and 
the discipline with which it has 
discharged its mandate within the 
ANC. The Integrity Commission is 
the conscience of the African Na-
tional Congress. Its work — per-
formed without favour and with-
out fear — is one of the principal 
instruments by which the ANC re-
news itself and holds itself to the 
standard the people of South Af-
rica expect of it. The ANC places 
on record its profound apprecia-
tion to the Chairperson of the In-
tegrity Commission and to every 
Commissioner who has served 
the ANC and the country through 
this organ of self-correction.

On the Tripartite Alliance 
and the So-Called Confer-
ence of the Left
The African National Congress 
reaffirms, as the NEC has reaf-
firmed in every sitting since the 
founding of the Tripartite Alliance, 
the relationship between the ANC 
and the South African Communist 
Party, and the broader alliance of 
the African National Congress, 



11 ANC Today

EDITORIAL

the South African Communist Par-
ty, the Congress of South African 
Trade Unions, and the South Af-
rican National Civic Organisation. 
The Alliance has stood the test of 
time. The Alliance has stood the 
test of personalities. The Alliance 
has been founded, since its ana-
lytical articulation at Morogoro in 
1969 and reaffirmed at Kabwe in 
1985, on the principle of unity and 
struggle against the enemy of the 
people.

The relationship between the 
components of the Alliance is 
dialectical and complementary. 
The African National Congress is 
the leading force of the broad na-
tional liberation front; the South 
African Communist Party carries 
the vanguard role of the work-
ing class within the front. That is 
the position the ANC has carried 
since 1969, and that is the posi-
tion the ANC carries today.

On the so-called Conference of 
the Left convened by the South 
African Communist Party from 
Friday 29 May 2026 in Boksburg: 
the African National Congress 
was invited to participate. The 

African National Congress, after 
careful deliberation in its Offi-
cials and at the National Work-
ing Committee of 18 and 19 May 
2026, chose to stay away. Then 
NEC resolved to support that po-
sition. 

The African National Congress 
will not participate in the Confer-
ence. We have, however, invit-
ed the leadership of the South 
African Communist Party to a 
principal-level engagement on 
the underlying questions, in the 
standing discipline of the Alli-
ance.

We say openly to our country: 
the African National Congress 
does not consider this conven-
ing to be a Conference of the 
Left. The composition is itself the 
political argument. A gathering 
that proposes to sit chambers 
of commerce alongside the Bol-
shevik Party, the uMkhonto we-
Sizwe Party alongside AZAPO, 
business formations alongside 
trade unions, is not a left forma-
tion in any received meaning of 
the term. It is a coalition of nega-
tion — united by what it stands 

against, namely the African Na-
tional Congress in government 
— and unable to articulate the 
positive programme by which 
the working class and the people 
would advance under its banner. 
It is a political project dressed in 
theoretical clothing.

The ANC notes, with the seri-
ousness the matter deserves, 
that the convening forces have 
chosen to associate themselves 
at this gathering with formations 
whose principal leadership fig-
ures were identified by the Judi-
cial Commission of Inquiry into 
Allegations of State Capture — 
the Zondo Commission — as 
central to the wrecking of the 
South African institutions the Af-
rican National Congress built: the 
South African Revenue Service; 
the National Prosecuting Authori-
ty; the Hawks; the State Security 
Agency; Eskom; Transnet; and 
the public-procurement system 
across the State. The ANC plac-
es that association on the public 
record. 

The Alliance stands. The Afri-
can National Congress remains 
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the centre of the broad national 
liberation front and of the broad 
democratic and patriotic forces 
of our Republic. The work of this 
period is the work of the National 
Democratic Revolution. The an-
swer is in every Branch General 
Meeting, in every ward, in every 
municipality, and in every street of 
the Republic in which the African 
National Congress has stood, 
stands, and will stand. The Afri-
can National Congress is at work.

On the Story our 
Country Deserves
The NEC reflected, in this meet-
ing, on the gap that exists be-
tween the objective record of 
progress in the living conditions 
of South Africans over the past 
three decades and the lived ex-
perience of many of our people 
today. Both readings are real. The 
objective record carries the story 
of millions of houses delivered, 
of millions of additional South 
Africans connected to piped wa-
ter and to electricity, of the Na-
tional Health Insurance Act now 
in lawful implementation, of free 
education at our schools and at 
our TVET colleges, of one of the 
largest social-grant systems on 

the African continent.

The lived experience is shaped 
by the cost of living, by unemploy-
ment, by crime, and by corrup-
tion — every one of these is real, 
and every one of these the ANC 
reads carefully. The NEC has di-
rected the communications work 
of the ANC to carry both readings 
into the country at the same time. 
We do not deny the lived expe-
rience of our people. We do not 
concede the objective record of 
what has been built since 1994. 
The honest conversation with our 
people is the conversation that 
holds both at once.

On Bereavements
The NEC observed a moment’s 
silence for Cde Bushy Maape, 
former Premier of the North West 
Province and a cadre of the ANC 
of long and faithful standing. The 
Office of the Secretary Gener-
al has been directed to convey, 
on behalf of the NEC, the formal 
condolences of the ANC to the 
Maape family and to the North 
West structures. The NEC also 
observed a moment’s silence for 
all comrades whose passing has 
been recorded in the period un-

der review.

The Campaign Rhythm 
to 4 November 2026
Comrades, members of the me-
dia, fellow South Africans — 
the work of every cadre, every 
branch, every region and every 
province of the African National 
Congress now converges on the 
date of the Local Government 
Elections of 4 November 2026.

The ANC carries into this period 
the standing inheritance of its 
canon — the Freedom Charter, 
on which the ANC has rested for 
over seven decades, and which 
we shall again commemorate on 
Freedom Charter Day, this 26 
June 2026. 

The Strategy and Tactics tradi-
tion from Morogoro 1969 through 
Kabwe 1985 through to the Na-
tional General Council Base 
Document of 2025. The Nation-
al Democratic Revolution as the 
strategic objective. The broad 
national liberation front as the 
alliance through which we carry 
the moment. The discipline of the 
cadre as the instrument by which 
the line of march is held.

The distinctive feature of a 
revolutionary cadre is a high 
level of discipline, dedication 
and courage in carrying out the 
tasks assigned by the Movement.
Such cadres are guided by our 
goal of a united, non-racial 
and democratic South Africa.
OLIVER REGINALD TAMBO

“
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ment depend.

Without reliable infrastructure, 
there can be no sustainable eco-
nomic expansion. Businesses 
cannot operate competitively. 
Investors lose confidence. Man-
ufacturing declines. Logistics 
costs rise. Agriculture becomes 
vulnerable. Communities remain 
excluded from economic oppor-
tunity. Young people remain un-
employed.

This is particularly important for 
Africa, a continent with immense 
economic potential, a rapidly ur-
banising population and one of 
the youngest demographics in 
the world. Yet despite this po-
tential, major infrastructure defi-
cits continue to constrain growth 

across much of the continent.

The lesson emerging across Af-
rica is increasingly clear: infra-
structure delivery requires more 
than ambition. It requires capable 
institutions, sound governance, 
technical expertise, project 
preparation, financial sustainabil-
ity and long-term maintenance.

Too often, infrastructure conver-
sations focus almost exclusively 
on announcing projects. But an-
nouncing projects is not develop-
ment. Ribbon-cutting ceremonies 
are not delivery. Real progress is 
measured by whether water flows 
consistently from taps, whether 
electricity reaches homes and 
factories reliably, whether waste-
water systems function properly, 

AFRICA has never suf-
fered from a shortage 
of infrastructure plans. 
Across the continent, 

governments, regional bodies, de-
velopment finance institutions and 
the private sector have produced 
countless master plans, strate-
gies and policy frameworks aimed 
at transforming our economies 
through infrastructure-led growth.

The real challenge confronting 
Africa today is not vision. It is ex-
ecution. That reality formed the 
central message of my recent ad-
dress at the DEVAC Infrastructure 
Summit in Johannesburg under 
the theme, “Africa’s Infrastruc-
ture in Motion – From Projects 
to Progress.” The theme could 
not have been more appropri-
ate. For Africa, the defining de-
velopmental question of our time 
is whether we can finally move 
beyond declarations and confer-
ence resolutions toward practical 
implementation that changes the 
daily lives of our people.

Infrastructure remains the back-
bone of every modern economy. 
Roads, railways, ports, energy 
systems, digital networks, water 
infrastructure and sanitation sys-
tems are not simply construction 
projects. They are the productive 
foundations upon which econom-
ic growth, industrialisation, trade, 
investment and social develop-

n By DAVID MAHLOBO

From Plans to Pipes: 
Why Africa’s Infrastructure Future 

Will Be Decided by Execution
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whether trains move efficiently, 
and whether businesses can pro-
duce competitively.

South Africa’s own experience 
demonstrates both the dangers 
of infrastructure decline and the 
possibilities of recovery through 
decisive intervention. For years, 
load shedding imposed devas-
tating economic and social costs 
on our country. Economic growth 
was constrained, investor con-
fidence weakened and house-
holds endured daily disruption. 

Many believed the crisis had be-
come permanent. But through 
policy reform, accelerated in-
vestment, regulatory changes, 
improved operational manage-
ment and stronger coordination 
between government and the 
private sector, South Africa has 
made significant progress in sta-
bilising the energy sector.

The importance of this achieve-
ment extends beyond electricity. 
It demonstrates that even deeply 
entrenched infrastructure chal-
lenges can be overcome through 
strategic leadership, institutional 
coordination and disciplined im-
plementation. The same lesson 
now applies to water and sanita-
tion.

South Africa is a water-scarce 
country. We receive significantly 
less rainfall than the global aver-
age, while nearly all our available 
water resources are already al-
located. Projections indicate that 
without decisive intervention, the 
country could face a water deficit 
of up to 17 percent by 2030.

But contrary to popular percep-
tion, the immediate challenge 
confronting many communities is 
not always the absolute absence 
of water resources. In many cas-
es, the deeper crisis lies in infra-

structure management, gover-
nance failures, ageing systems, 
financial instability and poor 
maintenance within municipal 
water services.

Across the country, communities 
continue to experience recurring 
water interruptions, sewer spill-
ages and declining service reli-
ability even where infrastructure 
already exists. The latest Green 
Drop and No Drop assessments 
reveal a deeply concerning reali-
ty. Nearly half of treated municipal 
water is lost through leaks, poor 
management systems or opera-
tional inefficiencies. Wastewater 
infrastructure in many municipali-
ties continues to deteriorate.

This is not merely a technical 
problem. It is fundamentally an 
institutional and governance 
challenge. Infrastructure without 
capable institutions eventual-
ly collapses. Pipes alone do not 
deliver water security. Sustain-
able infrastructure requires pro-
fessional management, proper 
maintenance, financial discipline 
and long-term operational sus-
tainability.

Government is therefore pur-
suing reforms aimed not only at 

expanding infrastructure invest-
ment, but also at strengthening 
the institutions responsible for 
delivering services. The Depart-
ment of Water and Sanitation has 
allocated approximately R12.8 
billion this financial year toward 
municipal water and sanitation 
infrastructure projects across the 
country. Strategic investments 
are being directed toward im-
proving supply reliability, reha-
bilitating wastewater systems, 
reducing water losses and ex-
panding access to underserved 
communities.

At the same time, reforms are 
being implemented to improve 
the financial and operational 
sustainability of municipal wa-
ter services. Municipalities are 
being encouraged to ring-fence 
water revenues, strengthen ac-
countability and ensure that in-
come generated through water 
services is reinvested into main-
tenance, operations and future 
infrastructure expansion.

This is critical because one of 
the major lessons emerging from 
infrastructure failure globally is 
that maintenance can no longer 
be treated as secondary to new 
construction. In fact, one of the 
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cheapest and most effective in-
frastructure investments often 
lies in improving efficiency, re-
ducing losses and maintaining 
existing systems properly.

South Africa is also investing sig-
nificantly in long-term national 
bulk water infrastructure. Approx-
imately R105 billion has been 
committed toward strategic water 
infrastructure projects up to 2030. 
These include major catalytic proj-
ects such as the Lesotho High-
lands Water Project Phase Two, 
the uMkhomazi Water Project in 
KwaZulu-Natal, the Mokolo-Croc-
odile Water Augmentation Project 
in Limpopo, the Vaal-Gamagara 
Scheme in the Northern Cape 
and the Mzimvubu Water Project 
in the Eastern Cape.

These projects are not isolated 
engineering exercises. They are 
economic infrastructure platforms 
designed to support industrial de-
velopment, mining, agriculture, 
energy generation, regional inte-
gration and long-term water se-
curity. However, government also 
recognises an important reali-
ty: public finances alone will not 
be sufficient to address Africa’s 
growing infrastructure demands.

This is why infrastructure financ-
ing models must evolve. Across 
the continent, increasing empha-
sis must be placed on blended 
finance, infrastructure prepara-
tion facilities, public-private part-
nerships, concession models 
and alternative implementation 
mechanisms capable of mobilis-
ing private capital and technical 
expertise at scale.

South Africa’s establishment of 
the Water Partnerships Office 
within the Development Bank of 
Southern Africa reflects this stra-
tegic shift. The Office is designed 
to help municipalities prepare 

bankable water projects and at-
tract investment into critical ar-
eas such as non-revenue water 
reduction, wastewater treatment, 
desalination, water reuse and al-
ternative service delivery mecha-
nisms.

Importantly, this approach is not 
about privatising public assets. 
It is about mobilising investment, 
innovation and expertise to im-
prove public service delivery and 
ensure sustainability.

The broader lesson for Africa is 
that infrastructure delivery can-
not succeed through fragmented 
approaches. Governments, de-
velopment finance institutions, 
investors, engineers, technology 
providers and the private sec-
tor must increasingly operate as 
strategic partners within integrat-
ed infrastructure ecosystems.

Africa now stands at an import-
ant historical moment. The conti-
nent’s future growth trajectory will 
depend significantly on whether 
we build infrastructure systems 
that are reliable, resilient, cli-
mate-responsive and inclusive.

Infrastructure is ultimately not 

about concrete, steel or pipelines 
alone. It is about economic free-
dom. It is about restoring dignity 
to communities. It is about cre-
ating jobs for young people. It 
is about enabling industrialisa-
tion, regional trade and inclusive 
growth.

History will not judge African 
governments by the number of 
plans we produce or summits we 
convene. History will judge us by 
whether our people have reliable 
water, functioning sanitation, sta-
ble electricity, efficient transport 
systems and expanding econom-
ic opportunity.

The task before us is therefore 
clear. We must build institutions 
that can deliver. We must pre-
pare projects that can attract in-
vestment. We must strengthen 
governance and accountability. 
We must embrace innovation and 
partnerships. And above all, we 
must ensure that infrastructure 
investment ultimately improves 
the lived reality of ordinary citi-
zens.

Africa’s infrastructure future will 
not be built through plans alone. 
It will be built through execution.
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remain unrealised. Sewerage 
spills and water shortages dis-
proportionately affect poor com-
munities, informal settlements, 
rural villages, women, children, 
elderly persons, and unemployed 
men who already face social vul-
nerability.

The State of Municipal 
Water and Sanitation
Across several municipalities, 
ageing infrastructure, corruption, 
poor planning, lack of mainte-
nance, political instability, and 
skills shortages have contribut-
ed to the collapse of sanitation 
systems. Wastewater treatment 
plants are dysfunctional, pump 
stations are vandalised, and un-
treated sewage contaminates 
streams and groundwater.

Communities are increasingly ex-
posed to:
•	 Overflowing drains
•	 Burst sewer pipes
•	 Contaminated drinking water
•	 Unsafe pit toilets
•	 Polluted rivers
•	 Water interruptions
•	 Cholera and diarrhoeal out-

breaks
•	 Environmental degradation.

The situation affects economic 
development, tourism, agricul-
ture, education, and public health.

How Sewerage Spills 
Affect Women

1. Loss of Dignity and Safety
Women suffer greatly when san-
itation systems collapse. Many 

MORE than 30 years 
into democracy, many 
communities across 
South Africa continue 

to face collapsing water infra-
structure, sewerage spills, pollut-
ed rivers, broken sanitation sys-
tems, and poor refuse removal. 
In many municipalities, raw sew-
age flows openly in streets, riv-
ers, schools, clinics, and residen-
tial areas. The crisis has become 
not only a service delivery issue 
but also a human rights, health, 
gender, environmental, and dig-
nity crisis.

The Constitution of South Africa 
guarantees every citizen the right 
to dignity, access to clean water, 
a healthy environment, and ad-
equate sanitation. However, in 
many municipalities these rights 

n By GREGORY NYONGANE

The Impact of Water, Sanitation and Sewerage 
Spills on Men and Women in South Africa’s 

Democratic Municipalities
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women and girls are forced to:
•	 Walk long distances to access 

toilets
•	 Use unsafe communal toilets
•	 Relieve themselves in open 

spaces
•	 Bathe with contaminated water.

This exposes women to:
•	 Sexual harassment
•	 Gender-based violence 

(GBV)
•	 Rape risks
•	 Psychological trauma.
In informal settlements and rural 
areas, women often wait until late 
at night to use toilets due to lack 
of privacy, increasing vulnerabili-
ty to attacks.

2. Health and Reproductive 
Risks
Dirty water and poor sanitation 
contribute to:
•	 Urinary tract infections
•	 Skin diseases
•	 Menstrual hygiene challeng-

es
•	 Reproductive infections
•	 Gastrointestinal illnesses.

Pregnant women are particularly 
vulnerable because exposure to 
contaminated environments may 
affect maternal health and infant 
development.

3. Burden of Caregiving
Women are traditionally ex-
pected to care for sick children, 
elderly relatives, and family 
members. When waterborne dis-
eases spread through communi-
ties, women carry the emotional, 
physical, and financial burden of 
caregiving.

This reduces:
•	 Employment opportunities
•	 Educational participation
•	 Economic productivity
•	 Emotional wellbeing.

How Sewerage Spills 
Affect Men

1. Psychological Pressure and 
Social Frustration
Men in many communities expe-
rience intense frustration when 
unable to provide safe living 
conditions for their families. Wa-
ter shortages and sanitation col-
lapse often contribute to:
•	 Stress
•	 Anger
•	 Depression
•	 Feelings of failure
•	 Alcohol and substance abuse.
Many unemployed men already 
struggling economically become 
emotionally affected by deterio-
rating municipal services.

2. Health Risks for Male 
Workers
Men working in municipal infra-
structure, Construction, Waste 
management, Plumbing and Agri-
culture are often directly exposed 
to raw sewage and contaminated 
environments. 

Long-term exposure may result 
in:
•	 Respiratory diseases
•	 Skin infections
•	 Chemical exposure
•	 Waterborne illnesses.
Without proper protective equip-

ment and occupational health 
systems, many workers remain 
vulnerable.

3. Impact on Employment and 
Economic Survival
Poor sanitation damages local 
economies. Businesses close, 
tourism declines, and investors 
avoid municipalities with collaps-
ing infrastructure.

This leads to:
•	 Rising unemployment
•	 Poverty
•	 Community instability 
•	 Increased crime.
Men who depend on informal work, 
farming, taxis, street trading, or lo-
cal economic activity are heavily 
affected when communities be-
come environmentally unsafe.

Impact on Children 
and Youth
Children growing up near sewer-
age spills often suffer from:
•	 Chronic illness
•	 School absenteeism
•	 Malnutrition
•	 Psychological distress.

Schools without proper toilets ex-
pose learners to humiliation and 
health risks. Teenage girls partic-
ularly suffer during menstruation 
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when sanitation facilities are un-
safe or unavailable.

Environmental and 
Community Consequences
Untreated sewage pollutes riv-
ers, wetlands, underground wa-
ter and agricultural land.

Communities depending on rivers 
for washing, drinking, livestock, 
or farming become exposed to 
dangerous bacteria and toxins.

Environmental destruction also 
weakens:
•	 Food security
•	 Biodiversity
•	 Tourism potential
•	 Climate resilience.

Governance and 
Accountability Challenges
The continued sewerage crisis 
reflects deeper governance fail-
ures within some municipalities, 
including:
•	 Corruption
•	 Poor procurement systems
•	 Lack of consequence man-

agement
•	 Political instability

•	 Weak technical capacity
•	 Failure to maintain infrastruc-

ture
•	 Irregular expenditure.

Communities increasingly ques-
tion whether municipalities are 
fulfilling their constitutional obli-
gations.

Constitutional and Human 
Rights Perspective
Section 27 of the Constitution 
guarantees access to sufficient 
water, while Section 24 guaran-
tees the right to an environment 
that is not harmful to health or 
wellbeing.

Poor sanitation violates human 
dignity, equality, public health 
rights as well as environmental 
rights.

The crisis therefore becomes not 
only an engineering problem but 
also a constitutional and ethical 
issue.

The Gender Dimension of 
Water and Sanitation
Water and sanitation are gen-

dered issues because women 
and men experience the crisis 
differently:
i)	 Women face safety and care-

giving burdens.
ii)	 Men experience economic 

and psychological pressures.
iii)	 Children suffer developmen-

tal consequences.
iv)	 Elderly persons face mobility 

and health risks.

A gender-responsive sanitation 
policy is therefore necessary in 
all municipalities.

Recommendations

Municipal Level
•	 Upgrade ageing sewer infra-

structure
•	 Employ qualified engineers 

and technicians
•	 Improve maintenance sys-

tems
•	 Introduce anti-corruption 

monitoring
•	 Strengthen wastewater treat-

ment facilities
•	 Improve rapid response 

teams for sewer blockages.

Community Level
•	 Strengthen ward committee 

oversight
•	 Encourage community report-

ing systems
•	 Promote environmental 

awareness campaigns
•	 Support community clean-up 

programmes.

National and Provincial 
Government
•	 Increase infrastructure grants
•	 Monitor dysfunctional munici-

palities
•	 Strengthen consequence 

management
•	 Deploy technical intervention 

teams
•	 Prioritise rural sanitation de-

velopment.
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Gender-Based 
Interventions
•	 Build safe sanitation facilities 

for women and girls
•	 Improve lighting around pub-

lic toilets
•	 Integrate GBV prevention into 

sanitation planning
•	 Provide menstrual hygiene 

support in schools.

Conclusion
The water and sanitation crisis in 
many municipalities within dem-
ocratic South Africa reflects a 
broader crisis of governance, in-
equality, and human dignity. 

Sewerage spills are not merely 
environmental inconveniences; 
they are indicators of failing infra-
structure, social injustice, public 
health danger, and broken ac-
countability systems.

Women carry the burden of care-
giving and safety risks, while 
men experience economic and 
psychological pressure linked to 
failing living conditions. Children 
and vulnerable communities suf-
fer long-term consequences that 
affect health, education, and de-
velopment.

If municipalities fail to address 
water and sanitation challenges 
urgently, the promise of democ-
racy risks becoming meaningless 
for communities still living among 
sewage, polluted rivers, and col-
lapsing infrastructure. 

Clean water and dignified sanita-
tion are not privileges – they are 
constitutional rights essential for 
restoring human dignity, equality, 
and sustainable development.

Gregory Nyongane is the Con-
venor of the Men Must Talk 
Movement.

David Mahlobo and the 
politics of selective 

recognition
n By LEBOGANG MASEKO 

I observed social media com-
mentary last week when the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) used its social media 

pages to congratulate the Deputy 
Minister of Water and Sanitation, 
David Mahlobo, on receiving his 
Master of Science Degree in Hy-
drology cum laude from the Uni-
versity of Zululand. In a country 
where citizens consistently call 
for leaders who are fit for pur-
pose, many of the comments 
were unfair, misplaced, and 
deeply revealing of how quickly 
we dismiss merit when it does 
not fit our preconceived political 
narratives.

Too often in South African poli-
tics, individuals become prison-
ers of public caricature. David 
Mahlobo has long been reduced 
in some circles to the “rhino horn 
man” label, a nickname repeat-
edly weaponised to overshadow 
every other aspect of his public 
life and professional contribution. 
Whether fair or unfair, the per-
sistence of that label has meant 
that his academic achievements, 
technical understanding and 
governance experience are fre-
quently ignored or deliberately 
minimised.

What many people may not know 
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is that Mahlobo did not 
simply arrive in the Depart-
ment of Water and Sanita-
tion through political con-
venience. He began his 
journey in the department 
as a young scientist. He 
worked his way up through 
the ranks, gaining practi-
cal institutional knowledge 
and understanding the 
sector from the ground up. 
That matters. It means he 
is not learning the depart-
ment from briefing notes 
and media summaries 
alone. He understands the cul-
ture, the technical demands, and 
the lived realities of the people 
who work within it.

In fact, his story reflects some-
thing South Africans often say 
they want. Leaders with both 
technical understanding and in-
stitutional memory.

A Deputy Minister of Water and 
Sanitation holding an advanced 
degree in Hydrology is not some-
thing that should be mocked. It 
should be welcomed. South Af-
rica’s water challenges are not 
merely political but technical. 
The country faces ageing infra-
structure, collapsing municipal 
systems, groundwater depletion, 
climate variability, water losses, 
pollution, and growing pressure 
on supply networks. These are 
complex scientific and engineer-
ing challenges that require lead-
ership capable of understanding 
both policy and technical realities.

And unlike many leaders who 
speak only in broad policy lan-
guage, Mahlobo has increasingly 
positioned himself around practi-
cal institutional reforms aimed at 
fixing long-standing service deliv-
ery failures.

One of the clearest examples is 

his leadership around the estab-
lishment of the Vaal Corporation 
Water Utility, a new Special Pur-
pose Vehicle created to restore 
full functionality to the water and 
sanitation systems of Emfuleni 
Local Municipality.

This intervention is not cosmet-
ic politics. It is a structural re-
form designed to confront years 
of infrastructure collapse, weak 
governance, wastewater spillag-
es, unreliable water supply, and 
catastrophic levels of non-reve-
nue water. Through a partnership 
between Rand Water Services 
and Emfuleni’s Metsi-a-Lekwa, 
the SPV represents a decisive 
shift toward professionalised, ac-
countable, and technically capa-
ble water services management.

Importantly, this initiative aligns 
with broader reforms contained 
in the Water Services Amend-
ment Bill and Operation Vulindle-
la Phase 2, reforms aimed at 
creating capable and sustainable 
water institutions with modern 
technical standards and clear 
governance responsibilities.

Equally significant is his role, 
alongside Minister Pemmy Ma-
jodina and Deputy Minister Sello 
Seitlholo, in championing the es-
tablishment of the National Water 

Resource Infrastructure 
Agency. This reform has 
the potential to fundamen-
tally reshape how South 
Africa finances, develops, 
manages, and maintains 
strategic water infrastruc-
ture. By championing in-
stitutional reforms of this 
scale, Mahlobo and the 
department’s leadership 
are attempting to create 
durable systems rather 
than temporary political 
fixes.

Mahlobo has also consistent-
ly recognised something many 
technocrats overlook: water gov-
ernance in South Africa cannot 
succeed without meaningful en-
gagement with traditional leader-
ship structures and local commu-
nities.

His efforts to strengthen rela-
tionships with traditional lead-
ers across the country are not 
ceremonial exercises. They are 
essential to building trust, facili-
tating development projects, and 
ensuring that communities be-
come active partners rather than 
passive recipients of government 
decisions.

A most recent engagement ses-
sion he led with Inkosi Ngubane 
of the KwaZashuke Tribal Author-
ity in Pietermaritzburg reflected 
this approach. The discussions 
focused on strengthening part-
nerships to secure long-term 
water security in the region, par-
ticularly around the strategical-
ly important Upper uMkhomazi 
Bulk Water Supply Project.

What stood out was not simply 
the project itself, but the manner 
in which Mahlobo approached 
community concerns. He directly 
engaged amakhosi on sensitive 
matters such as possible family 
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relocations and assured commu-
nities that the Department would 
proceed with transparency, fair-
ness, and respect for the rights 
and dignity of affected residents. 
That approach matters deeply in 
South Africa’s context.

Traditional leaders remain influ-
ential custodians of communities, 
land relations, and local social 
cohesion. Building respectful 
partnerships with them is not 
backward governance but smart 
governance. 

But beyond the qualifications and 
policy interventions, there is an-
other side to David Mahlobo that 
many commentators never see. 
And that is his humanity.

I have personally witnessed mo-
ments that revealed the kind of 
leader and person he is. Almost 
three years ago, when we lost a 
colleague in a tragic road acci-
dent, I saw Mahlobo supporting 
our unit during an emotionally 
devastating period. It was not 
performative politics. It was gen-
uine compassion and presence 
at a time when people needed 
leadership that was human be-
fore it was administrative.

I have also witnessed him stand 
firmly against abuses of power in 
professional spaces. I have seen 
junior officials defended, support-
ed, and treated with the dignity 
and respect they deserve. In en-
vironments where hierarchy often 
silences younger professionals, 
Mahlobo has consistently shown 
a willingness to listen and protect 
those who may otherwise feel 
voiceless.

This is also a man who identifies 
young talent, nurtures it, and al-
lows people room to grow. He 
understands that developing pro-
fessionals requires patience. He 
allows people to make mistakes, 
learn from them, and improve 
rather than humiliating them for 
every imperfection. That kind of 
leadership is increasingly rare.

He is soft-spoken, yet stern 
when necessary. Measured, but 
not weak. I have listened to him 
speak in both professional and 
relaxed spaces, and one thing 
that has always stood out is his 
insistence that he does not want 
to be surrounded by people who 
merely praise him. He encourag-
es challenge. He wants people to 
contest his views, interrogate his 

ideas, and disagree with his poli-
tics when necessary. That open-
ness to criticism is not the mark of 
an insecure leader. It is the mark 
of someone confident enough to 
know that leadership is strength-
ened by honest engagement, not 
blind loyalty.

None of this means he should be 
immune from criticism. No public 
figure should be. And I am not 
suggesting that we must praise a 
fish for swimming. But we must 
also learn to give credit where it 
is earned and deserved.

Perhaps one of South Africa’s 
greatest weaknesses is that we 
often wait until people are dead 
before we acknowledge their 
contribution. We become gener-
ous with praise only when some-
one is no longer alive to hear it. 
While people are living, growing, 
learning, and trying to contribute 
meaningfully, we too often reduce 
them to caricatures, slogans and 
political insults.

David Mahlobo is not a saint. No 
one is. But fairness demands that 
we recognise substance when 
we see it.

South Africa cannot continue 
to demand capable, technically 
informed, grounded leadership 
while simultaneously dismiss-
ing individuals who demonstrate 
exactly those qualities. David 
Mahlobo’s journey, from young 
scientist to Deputy Minister, from 
practitioner to hydrology gradu-
ate cum laude, reflects a serious-
ness about public service that 
deserves fair acknowledgement, 
even from those who may dis-
agree with him politically.

Lebogang Maseko is a Media 
Relations Specialist. She writes 
in her personal capacity.
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Integrity must be displayed ev-
erywhere by all, so we welcome 
the tougher recent  NEC state-
ment that referred five comrades 
to the National Disciplinary Com-
mittee and endorsed the Integri-
ty Commission’s recommenda-
tions. Now the political message 
is clearer: unethical conduct has 
consequences, and the ANC is 
signalling that being a comrade 
whether you a ‘tiger or fly’ is no  
shield against accountability or 
no protection against impunity.

This significant message must 
come down, localised, be expe-
rienced and  felt where commu-
nities suffer most from weak and 
corrupt local leadership. If we 
want people to believe again, 

our candidate selection must be-
come the frontline of integrity, not 
the backdoor of compromise.

What is at stake for every 
ANC local leader and 
organiser:
If you are a branch leader, a 
voting district coordinator, BTT 
member, a zonal convenor, a 
sub-regional or regional lead-
er, or an ordinary cadre who still 
hopes and believes the ANC can 
be better here is the reality: The 
public will judge the ANC by the 
calibre of names we produce.

Not by our speeches. Not by our 
statements. Not by our history. 
Not by show. We are judged by 

THE next few weeks are 
not routine organisation-
al business. It’s make or 
break. As the ANC we 

must prove, in practice, that it 
can renew itself where it matters 
most: in local government, where 
people  experience the state as 
either a source of dignity or a 
source of humiliation.

Communities do not meet the 
ANC first in our policy docu-
ments. They meet the ANC when 
the local office is closed, when 
the ANC councillor is not avail-
able, when the bill is wrong, when 
the water is off, when uncollected 
refuse lies for days, when con-
tractors fail and nobody enforces 
consequence, when safety col-
lapses into fear, and when  uMa-
ma comes for help and leaves 
feeling smaller than when she 
arrived.

That is why Branch General 
Meetings and the broader candi-
date selection process including 
public invites and inputs are not 
‘internal procedures’. They are 
the first act of governance. They 
are how we decide whether the 
ANC shows up in people’s lives 
as a competent servant move-
ment or fades out as a movement 
trapped in the past with internal 
battles. 

Hence it must be done right.

n By FAIEZ JACOBS

‘From BGM to Ballot: The Next Few 
Weeks Will Decide Whether the ANC 
Rebuilds Trust or Confirms Doubt’
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our actions. Our people will judge 
us by whether our councillor 
candidates look like: disciplined 
committed servants of the peo-
ple, or beneficiaries of internal ar-
rangements. The next few weeks 
are crucial, beyond the  nomina-
tions the ANC must show that it 
remains a credible instrument of 
service, delivery and develop-
ment.

The real-life BGM 
challenges we must 
confront head-on
Let us not romanticise it. These 
are the practical problems that 
repeatedly undermine BGMs and 
candidate selection, and they 
must be managed deliberately:
•	 Notice confusion and se-

lective communication: 
comrades arrive late, or not at 
all; venues change; purpose 
is unclear; the process starts 
contested.

•	 Membership and regis-
ter disputes: paid-up sta-
tus, lapsed members, cut-off 
rules, probation rules, “who 
qualifies to vote” becomes a 
political fight.

•	 Gatekeeping and slate be-
haviour: a small circle tries 
to “own” the branch, control 
nominations, and intimidate 
dissent.

•	 Disruptions and intimida-
tion: meetings destabilised 
intentionally to block out-
comes, force reruns, or cre-
ate bargaining space later.

•	 Money politics and induce-
ments: transport, food, fa-
vours, promises, transaction-
al lobbying. Even rumours of 
this poison legitimacy.

•	 PR list obsession: too many 
want PR placement; too few 
want the hard daily work of 
wards; candidates lack con-
stituency muscle.

•	 Women crowded out by de-
fault: unless we deliberately 
identify, recruit, and support 
women early, nominations 
skew male and we scramble 
late.

•	 Disputes used as strategy: 
disputes lodged not to correct 
wrongdoing, but to delay de-
cisions and bargain later.

These are not “technical prob-
lems.” These are the pathways 
through which the ANC loses 
trust and loses wards. Let us not 
allow personalities, factions and 
patronage networks to undermine 
the ANC  and our firm commit-
ment to serve our communities. 

We must internalise and apply 
the candidate guidelines. In sim-
ple terms, they require:

•	 Proper notice and openness. 
A meeting that is not properly 
convened will not be respect-
ed and will be disputed. Every 
branch must treat notice as 
evidence, not a courtesy.

•	 A fair nomination structures. 
Branches must nominate a 
set of candidates through a 
clear process not through 
shouting, intimidation, or side 
meetings. The rules require 
that nominations are struc-
tured and that the process 
is not distorted by personal 
campaigns.

•	 A women representation dis-
cipline. You do not “discov-
er” women candidates at the 
end. You build and nominate 
women at the start. Remem-
ber 50/50 representation and 
‘zebra’. This must be imple-
mented with seriousness, not 
compliance panic and after 
thought.

•	 A community legitimacy step. 
Candidate selection is not 
only internal. The guidelines 
require real credible commu-
nity engagement so that the 
ANC does not nominate lead-
ers who are popular inside the 
room but rejected outside it. 
Community legitimacy is not 
optional in 2026; it is surviv-
al. Remember the ANC must 
provide and deliver the best 
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credible trusted local candi-
date.

•	 An evidence-based dispute 
discipline. Disputes must cor-
rect real wrongdoing, fast. 
They must not become a 
parallel election. Where dis-
putes are evidence-based 
and corrective, they strength-
en legitimacy. Where disputes 
are tactical and endless, they 
destroy the movement’s time 
and credibility.

•	 Clean campaigning rules. No 
negative campaigning. No 
money politics. No induce-
ments. No violence or intimi-
dation. If we say we are se-
rious about integrity, it must 
start here.

Recommendations: what lo-
cal ANC leaders must do in 
the next few weeks. Do things 
right. Just decisive actions 
with integrity.

1) Establish a Branch Election 
Task Team in every branch/ ward 
with seven roles, minimum:
•	 convenor (chair);
•	 secretary (administration and 

‘process file’) custodian;
•	 membership verification lead;
•	 women recruitment lead;

•	 youth mobilisation lead;
•	 community liaison (civics/

faith/sport/safety structures) 
order; and 

•	 safety marshall.

2) Build the “process file” from 
day one. Every branch must 
keep a file with:
•	 proof of notice distribution;
•	 venue and agenda;
•	 attendance register;
•	 minutes;
•	 candidate one-pagers (CV 

and 100-day plan);
•	 incident log (if disruption oc-

curs); and 
•	 signed decision sheets.

This file is your protection. It is 
how you defend legitimacy. It is 
how you reduce disputes.

3) Agree on councillor stan-
dards (what type of councillor, 
profile, attributes, etc) before you 
debate names. Stop negotiating 
personalities. Agree to the stan-
dards first.

Every ward candidate must sign 
a Weekly Service Pledge/ Con-
tract:
•	 fixed weekly office hours;
•	 weekly service tracker (faults 

logged, reference numbers, 

escalation, feedback);
•	 monthly public report-back;
•	 zero procurement interfer-

ence;
•	 safety coordination routine; 

and
•	 ward committee discipline 

(meetings, minutes, fol-
low-up).

If a candidate cannot live this 
rhythm, they are not ready.

4) Run a “credibility test” in ad-
dition to an internal vote Inter-
nal votes are necessary, but in-
sufficient. The question is: will the 
community respect this person?

Ask three questions as a branch: 
Can this person lead and unite? 
Can this person be trusted under 
pressure? Can this person deliv-
er weekly, not seasonally?

A candidate who cannot pass the 
credibility test should not be de-
ployed, even if they have internal 
support.

5) Build women candidates 
deliberately. Do not wait for the 
meeting. Identify women candi-
dates now. Approach them direct-
ly. Coach them. Build a support 
team around them. Women are 
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not a checkbox, they 
are central to credibil-
ity and renewal.

6) Stop PR obses-
sion from weakening 
ward work. A ward is 
where trust is built. PR 
should support ward 
strength, not replace 
it. We need committed 
hard working candi-
dates , who can can-
vass, mobilise, and do 
service work not only 
attend meetings.

Require every aspirant 
to show constituency 
capability: contacts, 
mobilisation proof, service re-
cord. If someone cannot orga-
nise people, they cannot claim 
leadership.

7) Enforce a strict discipline 
against money politics and in-
timidation. This is where integri-
ty becomes real. Do not tolerate 
inducements or intimidation, be-
cause this is sure and first signal 
of corruption. 

8) Use disputes to correct 
wrongs, not to delay outcomes.
Disputes must be evidence-based 
and corrective. No evidence, 
no case. Out of time, no case. 
Vague dissatisfaction, no case. 
This is not harshness. It is organ-
isational survival.

Two ward realities, two strate-
gies. We must stop pretending 
all wards are the same.

1) Wards with strong ANC or-
ganisation
Risk: gatekeeping and slate cap-
ture. Response: clean proce-
dure, evidence discipline, stop in-
timidation, require service proof.
2) Wards where ANC footprint 

is thin
Risk: small-circle outcomes re-
jected by the community. Re-
sponse: broaden nominations, 
recruit credible local leaders, run 
a community legitimacy step, and 
protect the openness from gate-
keeping.

This is also where the invitation 
to broader participation becomes 
powerful: it is a chance to bring 
in respected community builders 
who can carry credibility where 
the ANC must grow.

A call to progressives and 
community leaders
To ANC supporters, progres-
sives, civic leaders, faith leaders, 
professionals, youth mentors, 
women leaders, and concerned 
South Africans: the ANC needs 
your best people, not your com-
mentary from the sidelines.

If you know a credible servant 
leader – someone ethical, ca-
pable, community-rooted – put 
that name forward.  If you are 
that person, step forward. Local 
government will not be rescued 
by slogans. It will be rescued by 

credible and committed people. 
We need more Doers, less talk-
ers.

Final word: the revolution is 
judged in the ward
Comrades, the organisation is 
sending a message that disci-
pline and accountability matter. 

That message must land where 
communities feel it most: in the 
candidates we deploy and the 
conduct we model. The next few 
weeks will decide whether the 
ANC rebuilds trust or confirms 
doubt.

Communities will not study our 
circulars. They will study our 
names. They will study our be-
haviour. They will study wheth-
er we show up when there is no 
camera.

So let us choose candidates who 
will truly be servants of the peo-
ple, competent, incorruptible, dis-
ciplined, and present.

And let us run processes that 
look like a movement ready to 
govern again.
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THE melodrama attracted 
intensity, immediately af-
ter the election of Dr Blade 
Nzimande, as the Gen-

eral Secretary of the South Afri-
can Communist Party, during the 
elective national congress, held 
at Shaft 17, Johannesburg, in 
the year 1998. The beginning of 
a new trajectory, in the history of 
our revolutionary alliance forma-
tions, shadowed by diminishing 
leadership role of the South Afri-
can Communist Party, as a hege-
monic vanguard of our struggles 
for national liberation.

The South African Communist 
Party, was bequeathed into polit-
ical wilderness, of selective rev-
olutionary phrasing, vulgarising 
the theory of our vanguard party, 
declaration of slogans, inconse-
quent to concrete realities of our 

historical epoch. Worrisome peri-
od of left- wing opportunism, ex-
hilarating tactical questions at the 
expense of strategic questions.

The Communist Party was thrown 
into a political turmoil, abandon-
ing its revolutionary posture and 
character, as the vanguard of the 
most advanced in society, a bul-
wark internationalist of the work-
ing class movement, embroiling 
itself into abstract formulas, agi-
tating for members of the SACP 
to stand as independent candi-
dates, during the cross-border 
disputes in Moutse, Matatiele, 
Khutsong, Bushbuckridge and 
Meetsemagolo.
 
Vladimir Lenin, in “What is to 
be done”, teaches us that the 
revolutionary theory of the van-
guard is not a dogma, but a guide 

n By AMBASSADOR PHATSE JUSTICE PIITSO

Breaking the Traditions and Values of the 
ANC-Led Revolutionary Alliance Betrays the 

Aspirations of the Majority – 
A Horse Without Its Wagon

This is the edited version 
of my article, written on the 
17th of January 2013, 
published in the weekly 
ANC Today, reaffirming the 
strategic leadership role of 
the revolutionary alliance, 
as the lifeblood of our 
national democratic 
revolution. It was during 
an interesting period of a 
widening discourse, with 
growing voice calling for the 
South African Communist 
Party, to contest elections 
independent of the historic 
alliance formations.
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reflecting concrete realities of 
class contradictions in society. 
That we have to fight revolu-
tionary phrasing, so that future 
generations, should not come to 
blame us, of having being part of 
a mock of opportunists, who have 
ruined our democratic revolution.

My article was dedicated for the 
101 anniversary celebrations, of 
the birth of the African National 
Congress, on the 8th of January 
2013, the historic significance 
of its first year into the second 
century of its existence. Reaf-
firming its historic revolutionary 
leadership role, as the oldest lib-
eration movement on the African 
continent, and most probably the 
whole world.

Celebrating more than a century 
of rich history of unbroken record 
of heroic struggles by the people 
of our country, against imperialism 
and colonial oppression and ex-
ploitation. Selfless contribution by 
the overwhelming majority of our 
people, fighting for freedom and 
dignity, emancipating themselves 
from the shackles of poverty, dis-
ease and underdevelopment.

The National Executive Com-
mittee of the ANC, declared the 
year, as the year of unity in ac-
tion towards socio economic 
freedom. A theme consistent with 
the objective concrete realities, 
of our own specific conditions in 
the current phase of our national 
democratic revolution.

Our national liberation movement 
reasserting its revolutionary pos-
ture and character, a living em-
bodiment of true culture and tradi-
tions of our struggles. Reaffirming 
its commitment to the noble cause 
of the world progressive move-
ment, of liberating the people of 
the world against the vestiges of 
imperialism and colonialism.

The revolutionary character and 
the posture, consistent with the 
spirit of internationalism, emanat-
ing from the plenary session of 
the second congress of the third 
international held in 1920. The 
historic plenary session, which 
adopted the most profound the-
oretical analysis, of the objective 
political and socio- economic real-
ities of the South African situation.

The plenary session of the third 
international, proceeding from the 
concrete basis of the theoretical 
analysis of the historical period, 
of concrete material conditions of 
the people in the former colonies 
and semi colonies, posed the 
most important theoretical ques-
tion, of the dialectical relationship 
between the world Communist 
movement and revolutionary lib-
eration movements in the former 
colonies and semi colonies.

After thorough analysis of the 
world class balance of forces, the 
plenary adopted a theoretical for-
mulation, which categorised all 
colonies and the semi colonies of 
the world, as the foundation and 
colonial base of imperialism. In-
structing all Communist parties 
of the world, to establish relation-

ships with revolutionary move-
ments, led by the oppressed 
people in the colonies and semi 
colonies.

The understanding was from the 
point of view that the success of 
the struggles of the people in the 
colonies and semi colonies, was 
a precondition for the victories of 
the struggles of the international 
working class movement. A wa-
tershed political decision, which 
heralded anew political impetus, 
building and consolidating organ-
isational capacity of the world 
revolutionary movement.

Communist parties across the 
world, together with other revo-
lutionary nationalist movements, 
joined the struggles of the op-
pressed people, against impe-
rialism and colonial domination. 
Planting new forms of struggles, 
deepening the crisis of the world 
colonial system, opening new 
frontiers for successful revolu-
tions, with many former colonies 
and semi colonies, gaining inde-
pendence.

The instruction by the third inter-
national, to the communist par-
ties of the world, collaborating 
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with national liberation move-
ments, built new capacities and 
strength of the world proletari-
at movement, ushering political 
freedom to millions of the people 
of the world. Transforming the 
world Communist movement, 
into a formidable political force of 
our modern age.

With regard to the specific situa-
tion of the south african political 
socio and economic conditions, 
the plenary called for the creation 
of the an independent native 
south african republic, as a stage 
towards a workers and peasant 
republic, with full equal rights of 
all races. This profound slogan 
for the creation of a native repub-
lic, in accordance with the specif-
ic concrete socio economic con-
ditions of our country, became a 
bedrock for the formation of the 
theoretical foundations, of our 
national democratic revolution. 
Providing a basis for a deeper 
insight, of the understanding the 
dialectical relationship between 
the national, class and gender 
questions.
 
The black republic thesis be-
came the mainstay from which 
our revolutionary alliance, ex-
trapolated the theory that the op-
pressed people of South Africa, 
do not only suffer from capitalist 
exploitation and imperialist dom-
ination, but also from racial dis-
crimination. Bringing the under-
standing that the struggles for the 
oppressed people of our country 
from apartheid colonialism, was 
part of the worldwide struggles 
of the working class, for freedom 
and dignity.

Vladimir Lenin says “Marxism 
teaches the proletarian not to 
keep aloof from the bourgeois 
revolution, not to be indifferent 
to it, not to allow the leadership 
of the revolution to be assumed 

by the bourgeoisie, but on the 
contrary, to take a most energetic 
part in it, to fight most resolutely 
for consistent proletarian democ-
racy, for carrying the revolution to 
its conclusion.

“We cannot jump out of the bour-
geois-democratic boundaries of 
the Russian revolution, but we 
can vastly extend these bound-
aries, and within these bound-
aries, we can and must fight for 
the interests of the proletariat, for 
its immediate needs and for the 
conditions that will make it pos-
sible, to prepare its forces for fu-
ture complete victory”.

He says “a socialist revolution is 
not one single act, not one sin-
gle battle on a single front; but a 
whole epoch of intensified class 
conflicts, a long series of battles 
on all fronts, i.e., battles around 
all the problems of economics 
and politics, which can culminate 
only in the expropriation of the 
bourgeoisie. It would be a funda-
mental mistake, to suppose that 
the struggle for democracy, can 
divert the proletariat from the so-
cialist revolution, or obscure, or 
overshadow it, etc.

“On the contrary, just as social-
ism cannot be victorious, unless 

it introduces complete democra-
cy, so the proletariat will be un-
able to prepare for victory over 
the bourgeoisie unless it wages a 
many-sided, consistent and revo-
lutionary struggle for democracy. 
Of course, democracy is also a 
form of stage which must disap-
pear when the state disappears, 
but this will take place only in 
the process of a transition, from 
completely victorious and con-
solidated socialism, to complete 
communism.”

We celebrated the 101 anniversa-
ry of the birth of our national liber-
ation movement, twenty two years 
after the shockwaves of the sud-
den collapse, of the communist 
states in the soviet union and the 
eastern Europe. Which ushered in 
a new phenomenon of the unipo-
lar world of imperialist triumphal-
ism, consolidation of the Wash-
ington consensus and aggressive 
military industrial complex.

The collapse of communism in 
the Soviet Union and the Eastern 
Europe, was the greatest set-
back to the struggles of the world 
working class movement. It was 
indeed a setback, to the spirit of 
proletariat internationalism, that 
prevailed during the historic ple-
nary, of the second congress of 
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the third international.

Today the suffering people of the 
world, find themselves having to 
take forward the struggles, for 
their own liberation under difficult 
conditions, imposed by the com-
plex and hostile socio-economic 
conditions of the unipolar world. 
The unprecedented levels of pov-
erty, disease and underdevelop-
ment, is a living testimony that 
capitalism and imperialism cannot 
resolve its own contradictions.

The mismanagement of the 
world economic systems, by the 
monopoly capital in the USA 
and the European Union, has 
plunged humanity and the world 
into a perpetual state of a crisis. 
The Eurozone has become the 
epicentre of the world economic 
crisis.

The spiralling crisis has com-
pelled many of the European 
member states, to impose harsh 
austerity measures, that saw 
huge cuts on social spending, 
privatisation of the key sectors 
of the economy, high inflation 
and increased living standards, 
increased inequalities and un-
employment etc. This crisis has 
also inflicted serious adverse 

effects on our own economy, 
and therefore our revolutionary 
programme, for socio economic 
transformation.

Given the analysis of the world 
socio and economic relations, 
therefore the theme by our Na-
tional Executive Committee to 
declare 2013, as the year for uni-
ty in action for socio economic 
transformation, was consistent 
with the immediate task of our 
movement, of confronting the 
three and half centuries contra-
dictions, of the legacy of imperi-
alism and apartheid colonialism 
imposed on our people.

We celebrated the birthday of our 
national liberation movement, 
few days after the people of our 
country and the world, commem-
orated the 18th anniversary of 
the passing on of one of the most 
outstanding and finest revolution-
ary fighter of our movement, and 
the former general secretary of 
the SACP, Cde Joe Slovo. The 
outstanding son of our move-
ment, master of the physics and 
chemistry of the South African 
liberation struggles, and our tran-
sition to democracy.

In his intervention of the “Two 

Tactics of social democracy”, 
Lenin would again say “Like ev-
erything else in the world, the 
revolutionary- democratic dic-
tatorship of the proletariat and 
the peasantry has a past and a 
future. Its past is autocracy, serf-
dom, monarchy, and privilege, its 
future is the struggle against pri-
vate property, the struggle of the 
wage-worker against the employ-
er, the struggle for socialism.”

His profound theoretical contri-
bution, towards the south african 
transitional period, saw the adop-
tion of the sun set clause, the 
most strategic intervention that 
crafted our way forward towards 
our negotiated political settle-
ment. He understood precisely 
that a revolution has a past and 
a future. That it requires the most 
strategic intervention, to navi-
gate the transition of our national 
democratic revolution, from the 
apartheid regime to our demo-
cratic dispensation.

The sun set clause intervention 
navigated our transition to democ-
racy, during the most difficult peri-
od, of events in the history of the 
world. It happened on the eve of: 
• 	 The collapse of the sovi-

et block and the communist 
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states in the Eastern Europe. 
• 	 The unbanning of the liber-

ation movement and the re-
lease of our leadership from 
apartheid jails.

•	 When our democratic move-
ment had to confront the re-
alities of the apartheid struc-
tural economic framework, 
which over decades margin-
alised the vast majority of our 
people from the commanding 
heights of our economy.

• 	 And when we had to hon-
our our obligation, to pay the 
massive apartheid debt, owed 
to the international finance in-
stitutions.

It is from this context that I appre-
ciate the contribution of the son 
of our soil, of giving the best tac-
tical approaches, during the most 
complex period of our transition, 
from apartheid racist regime to 
our new democratic dispensa-
tion. 

As the most disciplined cadre of 
our movement, he understood 
the essence of the political signif-
icance of the communist parties 
working with the revolutionary 
national movements, consistent 
with the instruction of the historic 
plenary, of the third international.

The ANC remains to be the only 
national liberation movement in 
the whole world, from amongst 
the countries of the former colo-
nies and semi-colonies, still in al-
liance with a communist party. We 
are the only country in the world, 
where the communist party and 
a liberation movement, are still 
working together in consistence 
with the revolutionary traditions, 
of the plenary of the second con-
gress of the third international.

We are the only country in the 
world, where a national revolu-
tionary movement and a com-

munist party, are still pursuing 
common struggles, against the 
worldwide challenges of exploita-
tion and oppression, by imperial-
ism and neo colonialism.

Our revolutionary Alliance is 
the life blood of our people 
and our future generations to 
come. Our struggles for fu-
ture humanity, would be futile, 
without the unity of revolution 
alliance formations, under the 
tutelage of our national libera-
tion movement, the ANC. Our 
National democratic revolution 
without the alliance of the ANC, 
SACP, COSATU will be like 
horse without a carrier-wagon.

It is therefore in accordance with 
this fundamental tradition, that we 
will be in consistent to the spirit of 
the proletariat internationalism, 
that prevailed during the historic 
plenary of the second congress 
of the third international. 

The reason why the South Af-
rican Communist Party, should 
continue occupying the forefront 
trenches of our struggles, defend-
ing the gains of our democratic 
revolution, under the leadership 
of our revolutionary alliance, led 
by the African National Congress.

I never thought during my life-
time, I will be forced to choose 
between the African National 
Congress and the South African 
Communist Party. I never thought 
that the vanguard, the fortress of 
our democratic revolution, the 
most advanced in society, can 
take such reckless political de-
cision, demolishing such a pre-
cious monument of the struggles 
of the people of our country.

I am convinced there is still room 
for the South African Communist 
Party, to change its decision of 
contesting the coming local gov-

ernment elections, independent 
of the historic alliance formations. 

The best revolutionary is the one 
who is able to change his mind 
at each and every turn of events, 
guided by the theory of our rev-
olution, which is fundamentally 
about the unity of our struggles.

Breaking the revolutionary alli-
ance led by the African Nation-
al Congress is a betrayal of the 
interests and aspirations of the 
majority of our people, is the be-
trayal of the founding mothers 
and fathers of the international 
Communist movement, betrayal 
of millions of our forebears, those 
who relinquished their own life, 
for the freedom and dignity of all 
humanity. It is a betrayal of the 
future humanity, betrayal of the 
aspirations of many generations 
of man to come.

We therefore need to combat 
the growing tendency, within the 
ranks of our movement, of indi-
vidual moving at a supersonic 
speed, calling for the destruction 
of the foundations of our revolu-
tionary alliance. We need to con-
solidate for the unity of our rev-
olutionary alliance, a noble task 
bestowed unto our shoulders, by 
generations of man to come.

To be a revolutionary is the most 
sacred and yet conscious de-
cision we take, to sacrifice our 
personal interests, to become 
selfless servants of our people. 
Leadership was never an entitle-
ment, but an opportunity given by 
our people to learn.

Ambassador Phatse Justice 
Piitso is a member of the African 
National Congress (ANC) and 
the South African Communist 
Party (SACP). He writes this in 
his personal capacity.
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abe’s long rule, went through one 
of the most devastating economic 
collapses in modern African his-
tory. Millions of ordinary Zimba-
bweans were driven into poverty. 
Professionals, teachers, artisans, 
engineers, nurses and labourers 
fled their country in search of sur-
vival. South Africa became one 
of the primary destinations of that 
migration.

Some crossed legally. Many did 
not.

Many South Africans today en-
counter the consequences daily in 
overstretched hospitals, informal 

settlements, schools, labour mar-
kets and rising social tensions. 
Whether one agrees or disagrees 
with how these frustrations are ex-
pressed, it is impossible to deny 
that the pressures are real.

Yet while ordinary Zimbabweans 
crossed the Limpopo looking for 
dignity and survival, sections of 
the political elite connected to 
the same collapsed system were 
enjoying the finest suburbs of 
Johannesburg, driving luxury ve-
hicles, shopping in Sandton and 
living lives of astonishing excess.
That contradiction is morally of-
fensive.

ONE of the most un-
comfortable conversa-
tions South Africa must 
eventually have with 

honesty and maturity is this: our 
country has become both a ref-
uge for the victims of state col-
lapse in Africa and, at the same 
time, a playground for some of 
the very elites responsible for 
that collapse.

This contradiction sits at the 
centre of many of the tensions 
currently exploding around im-
migration, xenophobia, corrup-
tion, organised crime and public 
anger in South Africa. We cannot 
continue pretending that these 
issues exist separately. They are 
connected. Deeply connected.

The recent legal troubles involv-
ing Bellarmine “Chatunga” Mug-
abe, the son of the late Zimba-
bwean leader Robert Mugabe, 
brought this contradiction sharply 
into focus. Mugabe’s son was ar-
rested in Johannesburg following 
a shooting incident at a luxury 
property in Hyde Park, one of the 
wealthiest suburbs in the country. 
The case included charges linked 
to attempted murder, firearms 
and immigration violations.

Now, let us pause here for a mo-
ment.

Zimbabwe, under Robert Mug-

n By GODFREY NKOSI

Why are so many citizens from other 
African countries so desperate to leave 

those countries and settle in South Africa?
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South Africans are repeatedly 
told that raising concerns about 
illegal immigration automatically 
amounts to xenophobia. Certain-
ly, there are genuinely xenopho-
bic and criminal elements in our 
society who target vulnerable 
migrants, and they must be con-
demned without ambiguity. But 
there is another issue that many 
prefer not to confront because it 
is politically inconvenient.

Why does South Africa contin-
ue to allow politically connected 
elites from failing African states 
to use this country as a safe hav-
en for their wealth while their cit-
izens flee economic devastation 
back home?

This is not just about Zimbabwe.

Over the years, South Africa has 
quietly become a preferred des-
tination for politically exposed 
persons, connected families, 
business intermediaries and po-
litically linked elites from across 
the continent. Some buy luxury 
homes through opaque struc-
tures. Others establish business-
es. Others move money into our 
property market and financial 
system. Their children attend 
elite private schools and universi-
ties while public institutions back 
home crumble.

Meanwhile, their citizens board 
buses, taxis and dangerous 
smuggling routes into South Af-
rica because they can no longer 
survive in countries blessed with 
minerals, oil, gas, agricultural 
wealth and strategic resources.

One of the greatest tragedies 
of post-colonial Africa is that 
some liberation movements that 
came to power promising dignity 
and economic justice gradually 
evolved into patronage machines 
for politically connected families 

and elites. The state became a 
feeding trough. National resourc-
es became private assets.

In countries rich with diamonds, 
oil, cobalt, copper, timber and 
gold, ordinary citizens remain 
trapped in poverty while ruling 
classes accumulate astonishing 
wealth.

The Democratic Republic of Con-
go possesses extraordinary min-
eral wealth that powers modern 
global technology, yet millions 
remain trapped in insecurity and 
poverty. Equatorial Guinea be-
came an oil-rich state, yet much 
of its wealth accumulated around 
the ruling elite while ordinary 
citizens saw little transforma-
tion. Angola’s post-war oil boom 
produced billionaires alongside 
deep social inequality. In several 
countries, presidents and politi-
cally connected families accumu-
lated property portfolios abroad 
while state institutions weakened 
at home.

South Africa has often functioned 
as one of the destinations where 
this wealth lands.

Luxury estates in Sandton, Hyde 
Park, Waterfall, Constantia and 

Umhlanga increasingly reflect 
not only domestic inequality but 
also continental elite migration of 
wealth.

What makes this situation explo-
sive is that the victims and the 
beneficiaries of state collapse 
increasingly coexist in the same 
South African spaces.

The domestic worker cleaning a 
mansion in Sandton may come 
from the same country whose po-
litical elite owns the property.

The undocumented migrant sell-
ing fruit at a traffic light may have 
fled the same corruption and elite 
looting that financed the luxu-
ry vehicle parked at a nearby 
restaurant.

This is why simplistic slogans will 
never solve this problem.

South Africa cannot police im-
migration effectively while simul-
taneously operating as a laun-
dering and luxury destination for 
politically exposed elites linked to 
collapsed governance systems 
elsewhere on the continent.

The issue therefore is not merely 
border management. It is political 
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hypocrisy.

Our laws around property own-
ership, beneficial ownership 
transparency, politically exposed 
persons, immigration enforce-
ment and financial flows require 
serious strengthening. South 
Africa must develop far more 
aggressive scrutiny regarding 
unexplained wealth entering the 
country from politically connected 
individuals across the continent.
It cannot be correct that ordi-
nary undocumented migrants 
are hunted daily in townships 
while politically connected elites 
move millions through property 
markets, private schools, luxury 
dealerships and high-end estates 
with little public scrutiny.

If South Africa is serious about 
addressing the immigration cri-
sis honestly, then it must confront 
both sides of the problem.

It must secure its borders and 
strengthen immigration manage-
ment.

But it must also stop being a 
comfortable retirement village, 
shopping mall and investment 
shelter for elites connected to the 
destruction of African states.

Otherwise we create a moral-

ly absurd situation where South 
Africans are expected to absorb 
both the human consequences 
of collapsed governance else-
where and the conspicuous con-
sumption of those linked to that 
collapse.

The continent cannot continue 
like this indefinitely.

Africa’s ordinary people are not 
poor because the continent lacks 
resources. In many cases they 
are poor because predatory po-
litical systems hollowed out state 

capacity, destroyed economic 
confidence and converted na-
tional wealth into private family 
accumulation.

South Africans are increasingly 
reacting emotionally and some-
times dangerously to the visible 
pressures of migration. But be-
neath that anger lies a deeper 
unresolved question which many 
African governments do not want 
asked.

Why are so many citizens des-
perate to leave countries that are 
so rich?

And why do so many politically 
connected elites from those same 
countries choose South Africa 
as the place to enjoy the wealth 
accumulated from systems that 
failed their own people?

Those questions are uncomfort-
able.

But they are necessary.

And South Africa can no longer 
avoid them.
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bates due to its strategic position 
on the continent.

Africa Day should also be a mo-
ment of pride and celebration. 
Africa is asserting its leadership 
in global affairs, with South Africa 
and President Cyril Ramaphosa 
playing a pivotal role in elevating 
the continent’s stature on the in-
ternational stage. Far from being 
peripheral, Africa is emerging as 
a credible force for principled di-
plomacy, multilateralism, and ne-

gotiated solutions to global chal-
lenges. 

Under Ramaphosa’s steward-
ship, South Africa has positioned 
itself, and by extension the con-
tinent, as a bridge-builder and 
advocate for justice. The voice of 
Africa is steadily becoming stron-
ger and more influential in glob-
al diplomacy. In an increasingly 
fragmented world order charac-
terised by geopolitical rivalry and 

AFRICA Day is a pro-
found reminder of Af-
rica’s shared destiny, 
its unfinished struggles 

and its enduring aspirations for 
unity, dignity, sovereignty and de-
velopment. Africa Day should not 
be reduced to romantic slogans 
detached from present realities 
or empty rhetorical speeches and 
nostalgic tributes to our liberation 
past. It must instead serve as a 
powerful call to confront today’s 
challenges with determination, 
resolve and concrete action.

For South Africa, Africa Day car-
ries an even deeper meaning. Our 
freedom was nurtured, defended 
and advanced by African and in-
ternational solidarity. A number 
of countries across the continent 
sheltered exiles, trained freedom 
fighters and mobilised interna-
tional support against apartheid. 
South Africans must never forget 
the historic sacrifices made by 
fellow African nations during the 
liberation struggle.

In a rapidly shifting geopolitical 
era marked by economic uncer-
tainty, intensifying competition 
between global powers, climate 
instability, unemployment and ris-
ing social pressures, Africa faces 
urgent questions of governance, 
development, accountability and 
sovereignty. South Africa stands 
at the centre of many of these de-

n By CORNELIUS TANANA MONAMA

Of Africa Day, Pan-Africanism, Xenophobia 
and the Hypocrisy of Open Borders: 
Defending African Unity Without 

Sacrificing Sovereignty
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the weakening of multilateral in-
stitutions, this growing African 
agency is significant. 

At the broader continental level, 
South Africa has been instrumen-
tal in advancing African solutions 
to African problems through Af-
rican Union-led peace missions, 
institutional reform and econom-
ic integration. These efforts sig-
nal a fundamental shift. Africa is 
no longer a passive recipient of 
global decisions but an architect 
of its own destiny and an active 
player in driving international out-
comes.

This was powerfully demonstrat-
ed in South Africa’s response to 
the Russia-Ukraine War. Rather 
than choosing sides in a distant 
conflict, South Africa champi-
oned dialogue, de-escalation 
and a negotiated settlement. In 
2023, President Ramaphosa 
led an African peace mission to 
Moscow and Kyiv, demonstrating 
that African nations will no longer 
accept exclusion from decisions 
that shape the global order. The 
mission amplified Africa’s collec-
tive voice, demanding inclusion 
at the table on issues of peace 
and security.

A landmark demonstration of this 
elevated role came when South 
Africa hosted the G20 Leaders’ 
Summit in Johannesburg in No-
vember 2025, the first time the 
forum convened on African soil. 
The summit placed African pri-
orities at the centre of the global 
agenda, delivering concrete wins 
on debt sustainability, infrastruc-
ture investment, climate finance, 
food security, and critical miner-
als. By steering the world’s pre-
mier economic forum towards the 
needs of the Global South, South 
Africa dramatically enhanced 
both its own prestige and the 
continent’s standing, proving that 
Africa is a vital and indispensable 
partner in shaping a more equita-
ble world order.

South Africa’s rise as a respect-
ed diplomatic actor demonstrates 
that African leadership can shape 
global conversations meaningful-
ly and credibly. Through Rama-
phosa’s leadership, South Afri-
ca is not only reclaiming its own 
voice but has also helped amplify 
Africa’s voice in world affairs. 

These developments should be 
celebrated on Africa Day because 
they reflect a continent gradually 

asserting its voice and agency 
in world affairs. For far too long, 
Africa was treated merely as a 
site of intervention, extraction 
and dependency. Increasingly, 
Africa, with South Africa often at 
the forefront, is positioning itself 
as an active participant in shap-
ing the global agenda, advocat-
ing for peace and defending the 
interests of the developing world.

While South Africa’s growing 
diplomatic stature deserves rec-
ognition, the country also faces 
immense domestic and regional 
pressures that cannot be ignored. 
Over the past decade, South Af-
rica has become a destination for 
millions of foreign nationals from 
across the continent. Migration 
itself is not a new phenomenon, 
but the problem arises when it 
becomes unmanaged and un-
documented.

Weak governance, corruption, 
unemployment, instability and 
economic collapse elsewhere 
have driven migration pressures. 
South Africans are increasing-
ly frustrated by the perception 
that some African governments 
have outsourced their socio-eco-
nomic problems to South Africa. 
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Curiously, when South Africans 
legitimately demand stronger 
border controls, the enforcement 
of immigration laws and the pro-
tection of already strained public 
resources, they are frequently 
dismissed as xenophobic. Such 
characterisations are both unfair 
and dishonest.

Every sovereign nation has the 
right and obligation to regulate 
immigration according to its own 
laws, economic capacity and na-
tional interests. African states 
across the continent enforce im-
migration laws, deport undocu-
mented migrants and prioritise 
their own citizens for employ-
ment and business opportunities 
without being labelled xenopho-
bic, revealing a troubling double 
standard.

It is within this context that PLO 
Lumumba’s recent intervention 
must be understood. Lumumba 
rightly raises concerns about vi-
olence, vigilantism and the pro-
tection of human dignity. Criminal 
attacks against foreign nationals 
must be condemned unequiv-
ocally, and South Africa’s con-
stitutional order demands the 
protection of all people within its 
borders.

However, Lumumba’s interven-
tion reflects a selective and in-
complete understanding of the 
immigration crisis confronting 
South Africa. He appears to sug-
gest that South Africa alone bears 
a unique moral obligation to ab-
sorb the continent’s socio-eco-
nomic pressures because some 
African countries supported our 
liberation struggle. This argu-
ment is neither sustainable nor 
consistent with how sovereign 
states operate. Solidarity during 
liberation cannot mean a perma-
nent surrender of South Africa’s 
right to regulate immigration and 

protect limited public resources 
for its citizens. 

As Africans, we need to have an 
honest conversation. Why, for 
example, must people migrate 
from distant countries and travel 
thousands of kilometres to South 
Africa instead of seeking refuge 
or opportunities in the nearest 
neighbouring country? When 
other nations deport migrants or 
restrict certain business sectors 
to their own citizens, it is defend-
ed as sovereignty, yet similar ac-
tions by South Africa are framed 
as xenophobia.

There is also a troubling tenden-
cy among some self-proclaimed 
Pan-Africanists to advocate for 
open borders - but only in South 
Africa! South Africa is expected 
to be the only venue for this far-
cical experiment by some pseu-
do-Pan-Africanists. True Pan-Af-
ricanism was never intended to 
erase national sovereignty. It 
envisioned cooperation among 
strong, self-sufficient states, not 
one country absorbing the con-
sequences of socio-economic 
difficulties or governance failures 
confronting parts of the continent. 

South Africans are not xenophobic 
for demanding lawful migration, 
secure borders and fair access to 
limited opportunities. Respect for 

sovereignty, lawful migration and 
accountable governance are nei-
ther xenophobic nor betrayals of 
Pan-Africanism. 

Africa Day demands maturity, 
honesty and consistency. It de-
mands that the root causes of mi-
gration be confronted head-on. At 
the same time, South Africa must 
strengthen border security and re-
store confidence in the rule of law.

Most importantly, Africa Day 
should renew Africa’s collec-
tive vision. The continent can-
not afford to remain dependent, 
fragmented and reactive in an 
increasingly competitive global 
order. It needs leadership that 
is committed to delivering jobs, 
dignity and opportunities for its 
people.

For Africa to achieve its full po-
tential, leaders will need to fos-
ter genuine continental solidarity 
instead of viewing South Africa 
as a permanent pressure valve. 
The long-term solution lies not in 
exporting people, but in building 
functioning economies, stable 
democracies and capable states 
across the continent. Only then 
can Africa Day truly represent 
both the memory of liberation and 
the promise of shared prosperity, 
mutual respect and genuine Afri-
can renewal.

When history judges our gener-
ation, it must never be said that 
we saw the crisis confronting our 
continent, understood the solu-
tions and still failed to act. Let it 
be said, instead, that we chose 
action over rhetoric, courage 
over complacency and responsi-
bility over indifference.

Cornelius Monama is a public 
servant. He writes in his personal 
capacity.
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She dedicated her life to helping 
the downtrodden and destitute in 
Cape Town, especially women sex 
workers. Her work resulted in the 
establishment of a formal ‘Res-
cue House’. In 1937 Sister Nannie 
was honoured with one of King 
George’s Coronation Medals.  

30 May 1956
Louis Armstrong visits 
Ghana
On this day the legendary US 
trumpeter arrived in Accra, Gha-
na on a goodwill visit, leading his 
band and local trumpeters on the 
tarmac to When the Saints Go 
Marching In. 

30 May 1960
Union of South Africa 
officially ceased to exist
In March 1961, at a Conference 
of Commonwealth Prime Minis-
ters in London, the South African 
Prime Minister, H.F. Verwoerd 
formally announced that South 
Africa was changing from a Con-
stitutional Monarchy to a Repub-
lic. The Union of South Africa of 
1910 ceased to exist at midnight 
on 30 May 1961, changing to the 
Republic of South Africa. 

30 May 1967
Biafra secedes from 
Nigeria
The Eastern region of Nigeria, 
Biafra, secedes from the coun-
try, which led to the Nigerian Civ-
il War, also known as the Biafra 

War (1967–1970), resulting in 
over 100,000 military casualties 
and between half a million to two 
million civilian casualties, main-
ly due to starvation. Though the 
war ended with a united federal 
Nigeria, the underlying ethnic and 
economic causes of the Biafra 
War continue to be part of the 
fault lines of Africa’s largest coun-
try. A number of books by promi-
nent Nigerian authors and others 
have been written about the war, 
including Destination Biafra by 
Buchi Emecheta (1982), Never 
Again by Flora Nwapa (1975), 
Survive the Peace by Cyprian 
Ekwensi (1976), Sunset in Bi-
afra by Elechi Amadi (1973), The 
Nigerian Revolution and the Bi-
afra War by Alexandra Madiebo 
(1980); and more recently Half 
of a Yellow Sun by Chimanda 
Adichi Ngozi (2006), In Biafra 
Africa Died by Emifiana Eziani 
(2012) and There was a Country 
by Chinua Achebe (2012). 
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30 May 1919
Britain and Belgium swop 
African territories
Belgium and Britain signed the 
Anglo-Belgium agreement where 
Britain gives Rwanda and Burun-
di (Ruanda-Urundi) to Belgium, in 
exchange for control  of Belgium 
East Africa (Tanzania), of course 
without consulting the peoples 
about the exchange of their lands.

30 May 1921
Film maker Jamie Uys 
born

Renowned South African film-
maker Jamie Uys was born in 
Boksburg on this day. He direct-
ed 24 films mainly in Afrikaans, 
including the 1980 hit, The Gods 
Must be Crazy. 

30 May 1946
Annie Tempo passed away
Annie Tempo, known as Sister 
Nannie, was born of a slave moth-
er and father who were kidnapped 
as children off the coast of Mozam-
bique. She was born in the late 
1870s and grew up in Worcester. 



31 May 1901
King Dinuzulu refused to 
join Anglo Boer War

King Dinuzulu kaCetshwayo of 
the Zulu Kingdom, refused to fol-
low British instructions to take up 
arms against the Boer Republics 
during the Anglo Boer War. 

31 May 1904
Rhodes University 
founded in Grahamstown
The university to this day named 
after British Imperialist Cecil John 
Rhodes, was founded after a gift 
from the Rhodes Foundation. It 
became fully-fledge university in 
1951, and remains one of South 
Africa’s public universities. 

31 May 1919
Die Stem composed by 
CJ Langenhoven
The poem Die Stem van Suid Af-
rika is composed by poet CJ Lan-
genhoven, becoming lyrics to the 
song in 1921. It served as the dual 
anthem with God Save the Queen 
of the Union of South African from 
1938–1957, and the sole anthem  
from 1957–1994. After 1997, it is 
incorporated into a hybrid anthem 
with Nkosi Sikele ‘iAfrika.  

31 May 1945
Laurent Gbagbo born
Second president of Cote d’Ivoire 
(2000-2011), a former trade union 

30 May 1974
Former Madagascar 
President Rajoelina born

The former President of Madagas-
car Andry Rajoelina was born in An-
tsirabe. A DJ by profession, he was 
installed by the junta as president 
after a military coup in 2009, serving 
until 2014. In 2019 he was elected 
as President in a democratic elec-
tion and served until 2025. 

30 May 2012 
President Charles Taylor 
sentenced 
Liberian President from 1997 to 
2003, Charles McArthur Ghankay 
Taylor, was sentenced to 50 years 
in prison, after a conviction for war 
crimes in the Sierra Leone. He 
was leader of the Patriotic Libera-
tion Front of Liberia, a rebel group 
which overthrew the government 
of Samuel Doe in 1989, starting 
the First Liberian Civil War (1989-
1996), and was elected President 
after a peace agreement in 1997.  
In 2003, he was indicted by the 
Special Court for Sierra Leone,  
judicial body established by the 
Government of Sierra Leone and 
the United Nations, to prosecute 
persons responsible for serious 
violations of international and Si-
erra Leone law during the coun-
try’s civil war. Taylor was found 
guilty on all 11 charges, and on 30 
May 2012 sentenced to 50 years 
imprisonment, serving his sen-
tence in the United Kingdom. 

activist and founder of the Ivori-
an Popular Front (FPI) was born 
on this day. He was arrested in 
2011 by the International Criminal 
Court for crimes against humani-
ty, and acquitted and released on 
all charges by the ICC 8 years lat-
er in 2019. 

31 May 1958
Potato boycott launched
The boycott of potatoes is 
launched to protest the harsh 
treatment of farmworkers on po-
tato farms in Mpumalanga.

31 May 1989
Samuel Tshabalala first 
black athlete to win 
Comrades marathon

The first Comrades took place 
in 1921, with only 34 entrants. 
In 1989, Sam Tshabalala made 
history when he became the first 
black athlete to win the Com-
rades. Initially, black athletes were 
barred from participating in the 
race, the ban only lifted in 1975. 
This historic victory would go on 
to inspire Black runners for de-
cades to come. Many future win-
ners have attributed their passion 
for running to Sam Tshabalala.
He was involved in a horrific car 
accident in 1991 that left him in 
months of recovery, and extensive 
injuries. Undaunted, Sam would 
return to run a sub 6h30 in 1992. 
Throughout his Comrades career, 
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founder, David Webster. Bernard 
shot Webster in 1989, in front of 
his home. Bernard was also found 
guilty of the attempted murder of 
another activist, Dullar Omar. Ber-
nard was a former agent of the Civ-
il Co-Operation Bureau. He was 
arrested on 25 charges including 
two of murder, two of attempted 
murder and various charges relat-
ing to fraudulent transactions and 
the illegal possession of firearms 
and ammunition. He was acquit-
ted on a further nine charges, be-
cause of a lack of evidence.

1 June 2001 
Nkosi Johnson passed on

Nkosi Johnson, an HIV-positive 
pupil and subsequent activist for 
those living with the virus, passed 
away. South Africa’s famous child 
Aids activist was born with HIV 
and died at the age of 12 in 2001. 
At the time of his death, he was 
the longest-surviving child born 
with HIV in the country.  Nkosi 
rose to international prominence 
in July 2000 when he delivered 
his self-written address, televised 
worldwide, to 10 000 delegates at 
the 13th International Aids Confer-
ence in Durban. “Hi, my name is 
Nkosi Johnson,” he began. “I am 
11 years old and I have full-blown 
Aids. I was born HIV-positive.”

he managed to attain 13 finishes, 
with one Gold and a staggering 12 
Silver medals. Sam passed away 
on 2 October 2022.

1 June 1937 
Ezrom Kgobokanyo Sebata 
Legae is born

Ezrom Kgobokanyo Sebata Le-
gae, South African artist, was 
born in Vrededorp, Johannes-
burg. He studied at the Polly 
Street Art Center and Jubilee Art 
Centre under Cecil Skotnes and 
Sydney Kumalo. When Kumalo 
retired in 1964, Legae became 
the art instructor at Jubilee Art 
Centre. In 1970 he was awarded 
a travel scholarship sponsored by 
United States/South Africa Lead-
ership Exchange Programme and 
visited the United States America. 
From 1972 to 1974 he was direc-
tor of the art programme at African 
Music and Drama Association. In 
1980 and 1981 he was instruc-
tor at FUBA. Between 1966 and 
1987 he exhibited numerously in 
SA and abroad. 

1 June 1989
Ferdi Barnard found 
guilty of assassination of 
academic David Webster
On 1 June 1998, Ferdi Bernard 
was convicted for the murder of 
Wits University academic, an-
ti-Apartheid activist and Detain-
ees Parent Support Committee 

2 June 1989 
Last woman executed in 
South Africa
On 2 June, 24 year old Coloured 
woman, Sandra Smith, was exe-
cuted by hanging at Pretoria Cen-
tral Prison, the last woman to be 
executed in South Africa. Smith 
had been convicted alongside her 
boyfriend Yassiem Harris for the 
robbery and murder of Jermaine 
Abrahams. Smith was tried and 
sentenced for her part in Abra-
hams’ murder and was hanged 
alongside Harris and two others. 
Out of nearly 3 000 hangings be-
tween 1959 and 1989, only 14 
were women. Many women were 
executed for the murder of their 
husbands, including infamous 
serial killer Daisy de Melker. The 
Apartheid years saw a steady in-
crease in the number of people 
executed in South Africa. In the 
1980s particularly, more people 
were executed per year than any-
where else in the world. In 1990, 
during the interregnum, FW de 
Klerk ordered a stay on all sched-
uled executions. Under the dem-
ocratic dispensation, the death 
penalty was completely abol-
ished, bringing an end to a system 
that saw 3 500 people hanged at 
Pretoria Central Prison.

2 June 2011
Mama Albertina Sisulu 
passed on
ANC stalwart, Albertina Sisulu 
died at her home in Johannes-
burg at the age of 92. Often re-
ferred to as the ‘Mother of the 
Nation’, she was a nurse and one 
of the most important leaders of 
anti-Apartheid resistance in South 
Africa. It was with husband Walter 
that she attended the first confer-
ence of the ANC Youth League 
where Albertina Sisulu was the 
only woman present. In 1948 she 
joined the ANC Women’s League 
and in the 1950s she began to 
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assume a leadership role – both 
in the ANC and in the Federation 
of South African Women (FED-
SAW). The second of five chil-
dren of Bonilizwe and Monikazi 
Tetiwe, Albertina was born on 21 
October 1918 at Xolobeni, Tsomo 
in Transkei (now Eastern Cape).  
She and her husband Walter were 
jailed and banned several times 
for their political activities and she 
was constantly harassed by the 
Security Police. She was buried 
next to her husband, Walter at 
Newclare Cemetery, Johannes-
burg on 11 June 2011.  

3 June 1946
NIC calls for Passive 
Resistance against 
Ghetto Act

Natal Indian Congress (NIC) led 
by Dr. G. M. Naicker, met in an 
emergency session in Durban and 
decided on a hartal on 13 June, 
which was designated “Resis-
tance Day” to mark the beginning 
of Passive Resistance against the 

Ghetto Act or The Asiatic Land 
Tenure and Indian Representa-
tion Act no 28 of 1946, which was 
passed the previous day.

4 June 1978 
Benjamin Tyamzashe 
passed on
On 4 June 1978, Benjamin John 
Peter Tyamzashe, Xhosa compos-
er, choir conductor and organist, 
died in East London.  Tyamzsashe 
was born in Kimberley on 5 Sep-
tember 1890, trained and worked 
as a teacher in the Eastern Cape, 
where he also directed choirs and 
composed. Two years before his 
death, Tyamzashe was awarded 
an honorary Masters of Arts de-
gree from the University of Fort 

Hare in recognition of his contri-
bution to the music industry. He 
died due to cardiac failure at Free 
Hospital, East London and was 
buried on his farm, Zinyoka, King 
William’s Town.

4 June 1980 
Apartheid forces bomb 
houses in Manzini, 
Swaziland
In response to attacks on the 
Sasol oil refinery in Secunda, 
the South African security police 
bombed two houses in Manzini, 
Swaziland. The attacks claimed 
the lives of Umkhonto we Sizwe 
member Patrick Makau and sev-
en-year-old Patrick Nkosi, the 
son of an active ANC member, Mr 
Mawick Nkosi.
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2 JUNE 2026

21 OCT 1918 – 2 JUNE 2011

Although politics have given me a 
rough life, there is absolutely nothing 
one regrets about what I have done 

and what has happened to my family 
throughout all these years. 

Instead, one has been 
strengthened and feel 

more of a woman than 
I would otherwise have felt 

if my life was diffferent.” 
– Albertina Sisulu – 

“
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4 June 1986 
First Legal Photo of 
Mandela released

On 4 June 1986, the first photo-
graph of Mandela was released 
since 1964, when he was convict-
ed and jailed on Robben Island af-
ter the Rivonia Trial. The name of 
Nelson Mandela was well known, 
but most people had never seen 
him as after 1964 it was illegal to 
have his photographs or to pho-
tograph him for the 22 years that 
he had been in prison.   Mandela’s 
reproduced photograph appeared 
on a Booklet titled ‘Talking to the 
ANC’. The booklet was produced 
by the Bureau of information, re-
vealing all the political prisoners 
and the banned African Nation-
al Congress literature. The pho-
tograph was published by The 
Weekly Mail two days later, on 6 

June 1986. Up to that point, it was 
illegal to publish a photograph of 
South Africa’s and the world’s most 
famous political prisoner.

5 June 1981
First recognized cases of 
AIDS reported in USA
On 5 June 1981, the Centre for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(USA) reported that 5 gay men 
in California were suffering from 
a rare pneumonia (Pneumocystis 
carinii pneumonia or PCP). This 
strain of pneumonia was found in 
patients with weakened immune 
systems. These were the first 
‘recognised’ cases of what be-
came known as AIDS. Therefore, 
1981 is often referred to as the be-
ginning of the HIV/Aids epidem-
ic in the USA, and at this stage 
doctors believed that the disease 
only affected gay men. Later in 
the 1980s, a blood sample tak-
en in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo back in 1959 was tested 
to reveal the HIV virus. This sug-
gested that HIV/AIDS might have 
been introduced to humans in the 
1940s or early 1950s. However, 
in 2000 the results of a new study 
presented at the 7th Conference 
on Retroviruses and Opportu-
nistic Infections, suggested that 
the first case of HIV infection oc-
curred as early as 1930. 

5 June 1988
COSATU stay-away against 
the Labour Relations Act
At its Special Congress in May, 
the Congress of South African 
Trade Unions (Cosatu) called 
for three days of national pro-
test against the Labour Relations 
Amendment Bill (LRA) and re-
strictions on political organisa-
tions. The bill sought to curb the 
growing union movement and 
undermine gains made by work-
ers since the 1970s. Cosatu’s call 
led to the largest stay-away (5–7 
June) up to that time in South Af-
rican labour history and exceed-
ed all expectations. On the first 
day, between 2.5 and three mil-
lion workers stayed away.

“You provided leadership and 
exercised power with quiet dignity. 

Through your selflessness and 
dedication, through your moral 
authority and sincere humanity, 
during and after the struggle you 
rightly earned to be the mother 

of all our people.”

Tata Nelson Mandela, in his message 
at the funeral of Mama Albertina Sisulu



42 ANC Today

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY



43 ANC Today

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

31 May
World No-Tobacco Day
World Tobacco Day was declared by the World 
Health Organization in 1987. The day is observed 
by abstaining from tobacco for a period of 24 hours 
around the World .The objective is to encourage 
smokers to stop smoking altogether. World No To-
bacco Day takes place on Sunday, May 31, 2026, 
with the theme “Unmasking the appeal – coun-
tering nicotine and tobacco addiction.” The 
global campaign focuses on exposing how the to-
bacco and nicotine industries use deceptive mar-
keting, appealing flavors, and sleek packaging to 
hook young people.

The World Health Organization (WHO) and global 
health partners are highlighting alarming statistics: 
approximately 15 million adolescents (aged 13–15) 
already use e-cigarettes, and 40 million use tobac-
co. To combat this, the 2026 campaign is focusing 
on several actionable goals:
•	 Expose Industry Tactics: Raising awareness 

about evolving industry strategies, including the 
use of synthetic nicotine, nicotine salts, and ad-
ditives designed to heighten addiction while ap-
pearing “technologically advanced.”

•	 Advocate for Policy Changes: Pushing for 
strict policy action to protect youth, including 
banning flavors, restricting advertising (espe-
cially on digital media), and implementing plain 
packaging to reduce overall product appeal.

•	 Support Cessation: Empowering the pub-
lic with the knowledge and tools necessary to 
resist industry manipulation and access evi-
dence-based support to overcome addiction.

Statistics show that a third of South Africans are 
heavy smokers, with the average smoker spend-
ing over R400 a month on cigarettes.  The country 
therefore has amongst the most progressive an-
ti-smoking laws in the world. 

1 June 
International Childrens Day 
Every year, on June 1st, many countries around 
the world celebrate International Children’s Day. It 
is a global observance dedicated to promoting the 
rights and well-being of children around the world. 
This day serves as a reminder of the need to ad-
dress the challenges that children face, including 
poverty, lack of access to education, and exposure 
to violence or exploitation. It also celebrates the 
potential of children to shape a better future and 
calls for actions that ensure they grow up in safe, 
healthy, and supportive environments.

30 May–5 June 2026
Source: www.un.org, www.au.int, The Africa Fact Book (2020), www.daysoftheyear.com

INTERNATIONAL AND 
NATIONAL DAYS
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1 June 
Global Day of Parents 
Since the 1980s, the important role of the family 
has increasingly come to the attention of the in-
ternational community. It recognizes that the fam-
ily has the primary responsibility for the nurturing 
and protection of children, and that children should 
grow up in a family environment and atmosphere 
of happiness, love and understanding. Global Day 
of Parents appreciates all parents for their “selfless 
commitment to children and their lifelong sacrifice 
towards nurturing this relationship.”

1 June 
Global Running Day
Global Running Day is a worldwide celebration of 
running that encourages people of all ages and 
abilities to get moving. This day plays an important 
role, reminding us of the positives that running can 
offer and the power of unification. During the past 
two years, many people have turned to running as 
a solution to help release anxiety, gain perspective, 
cope with cabin fever, and keep up wellbeing. This 
year let’s run together on Global Running Day to re-
flect upon the challenges we’ve faced and how our 
communities have endured (globalrunningday.org).

3 June 
World Bicycle Day 
Regular physical activity, such as walking, cy-
cling, or doing sports, has significant benefits for 
the health of persons of all ages. For the poorest, 
who often cannot afford private vehicles, walking 
and cycling can provide a form of transport while 
reducing the risk of heart disease, stroke, certain 
cancers, diabetes, and even death. Accordingly, 
improved active transport is not only healthy; it is 
also equitable and cost-effective. The bicycle is a 
simple, affordable, reliable, clean and environmen-
tally fit sustainable transport and it can serve as 
a tool for development and as a means not just 
of transportation but also of access to education, 
health care and sport.

4 June 
International Day of Child Victims 
of Aggression 
It is a sad reality that in situations where armed con-
flict breaks out, it is the most vulnerable members of 
societies – namely children, who are most affected 
by the consequences of war. The six most common 
violations are recruitment and use of children in 
war, killing, sexual violence, abduction, attacks on 
schools and hospitals, and denial of humanitarian 
access. The purpose of the day is to acknowledge 
the pain suffered by children throughout the world 
who are the victims of physical, mental and emo-
tional abuse. This day affirms the UN’s commitment 
to protect the rights of children. Its work is guided 
by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the 
most rapidly and widely ratified international human 
rights treaty in history.

5 June 
World Environment Day 
World Environment Day 2026, under the theme A 
GLOBAL CALL FOR CLIMATE ACTION, will ral-
ly the world around the urgency of climate action. 
With rising temperatures, collapsing ecosystems, 
and disruptive weather extremes, humanity stands 
at a tipping point. But we are not powerless. The 
2026 theme underscores that climate action is not 
just about re-
ducing carbon 
emissions – it is 
about rethink-
ing the systems 
that power our 
economies and 
repairing our 
r e l a t i o n s h i p 
with the cli-
mate. By doing so, we can secure a safer, healthier, 
and more just future for all.

5 June 
International Day against Illegal Fishing 
Fish and seafood are important sources of protein 
for local communities in the 34 coastal and island 
African states. Illegal fishing, mainly by nations out-
side of Africa, has decimated African fish stocks, 
impacting on the livelihoods of coastal and island 
communities. The AU Pan-African Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Policy Framework and Reform Strat-
egy, aims to get countries to work together to dis-
courage and lobby against this practice. 
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